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$976,105 FOR SPEciAL RESEARCH  IN 1986
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Martin, has approved the allocatlon Of $976,105 from the Monash Sp®clal Ft®s®arch

Fund to siipport a total of 239 projects in 1986.

In   all,    the   Special   Research   Fund   Advisory   Committee           December 1 the joining date
considered 293  applications totalling $2,744,052.

The   committee   chairman,   Professor   Mat   Logan,   said   the
committee   had   placed   emphasis   on   the   encouragement   of
excellence.   When   considering  requests   for  project  renewal  it
looked for evidence of progress and/or attempts to seek outside
support.  Where such  evidence was  lackir`.g,  grant  renewals were
curtailed.

The committee gave particular priority to:
• Promising younger members of the academic staff, to allow

them  to  achieve  a  situation  where  they  can  apply  for  external
funding at a later stage.

•   Applicants   for   ARGC   or   NH&MRC   grants   who   were
successful but who subsequently were informed that their project
was one of a number of good quality projects recommended for
support but not funded for financial reasons.

•   Applicants   who   succeeded   in   attracting   an   ARGC   or
NH&MRC  grant  and  required  additional  funds  to  help  with
fractional salary grants or reduced maintenance support.

The  largest  individual  grant  recommended  by  the  committee
for  1986  was  Slo,000  to  Dr  R.  Skurray  and  Dr  J.  May  in  the
department   of  Microbiology.   The   Centre   for   Early   Human
Development received a total of Sl8.On to support three projects
concerned with fertility research.

The committee decided to fund five new Postdoctoral Fellows
and  to  meet  the  costs  of maintaining  nine  continuing  Fellows,
CSIRO/Monash  collaborative  research,  grants-in-aid  and  other
sundry costs.

BIG PROGRAM GRANTS FOR MONASH
Two Monash medical researchers have received program grants

totalling $674, 058 from the National Health & Medical Research
Council. The grants will enable them to pursue their projects for
the next four years and are subject to review in  1988.

Professor  Geoff  Thorburn.   department  of  Physiology.  will
receive $420,064 to support his work on foetal growth, functional
development and parturition.

Professor   Barry   Firkin,   chairman   of   the   department   of
Medicine at the Alfred Hospital, will get $253,994 for his work on
the  role  of  blood  platelets  and  coagulation  factors  in  r.ormal
haemostosis and in disease.

SUPERANNUATION NEWS
Following the successful meeting last month addressed by the

Actuary to the M Superannuation Scheme, Mr Barry Amond, a
further  lunch-hour  session  has  been  arranged   for  Thursday,
December 5.

This will be held at I p.in. in Science Lecture Theatre S4, just to
the north west of the Union.

Mr Amond will discuss some aspects that members will need to
take into account when considering their future superannuation
arrangements.

A  deed  of  covenant  will  be  signed  soon  formally  admitting
Monash    University    as    a    participating    institution    in    the
Superannuation    Scheme    for    Australian    Universities    from
December  1.1985.

The actuary is  preparing an  information sheet,  election form
and  comparative  benefit  sheet  for  each  M  Scheme  member.
Election forms and advice sheets will also be forwarded to A, 8
and C Scheme members.

It is expected that the documentation will be sent to members in
the  first  week  of  December.   Staff  proposing  to  take  a  cash
withdrawal benefit will be required to make a decision about their
future superannuation by December 24,  1985.
Ubauthorised leaflet on campus

The Comptroller, Mr Len Candy, says a number of complaints
have been received about a document distributed on campus by a
firm called Supermaster (Vie.) Pty Ltd.

The document is entitled "Superannuation-Stop Press! " and
bears  the  University  Coat  of Arms.  It  is  presented  in  a  form
designed to make it appear as an official University news release.

Mr Candy says that staff should be advised that the firm is not
known  to  the  University.   It  was  not  one  of  those  invited  to
participate in the information sessions arranged for the benefit of
staff  and  some  statements  in  the  document  are  either  without
foundation or are inaccurate.

The   University   has   lodged   a   strong   complaint   with   the
company concerning unauthorised use of the Coat of Arms.

MONASH TO GET THE HUMPS-AT LAST!
Road humps are to be installed on the University roads in a bid

to discourage speeding and reduce the accident rate.
Road  Traffic  Authority approval of the scheme was received

recently and the decision was welcomed at the November meeting
of Council.

The  proposal  provides  for  a  total  of  19  road  humps  in  the
following locations:

Ring Road North-three
Ring Road East-four
Ring Road South-two
Ring Road West-eight
Engineering Road-two
Road Traffic Authority approval was granted on condition that

all humps would be installed with suitable provision for lighting
and signposting.

Work  on  installing the humps will begin soon and should be
completed before Christmas.

DOUBT OVER ACADEMIC PAY RISE
A Full Bench of the Federal Court last week upheld an appeal

by  FAUSA  against  an  earlier  ruling  that  a  5%  salary  increase
awarded   on   April   17,   1984,   should   be   phased   in   at   State
universities and colleges over two years.                 Continued overleaf



The   Full   Bench   unanimously   ruled  that   academics  at  all
institutions, State as well as Commonwealth, were entitled to the
full 5%  as from April  1984.

However, a spokesman for the Minister for Education, Senator
Ryan,  was  quoted  as  saying  that  the  Federal  Government  was
only  bound  to  pay  increased -salaries  in  institutions  directly
established by the Commonwealth.

The universities have so far received no official advice from the
Government as to the course it proposes to take, and are therefore
unable to say when the increases will be paid. Staff will be notified
as soon as advice is received from the Government.

THE GSA DISAGREES . . .
The  General  Staff Association  has  asked  that  the  following

statement  be  published  in  reply to  Dr  Tony  Ryan's report  on
VDUs and Pregnancy, published in SOUND 28-85:

"The  General  Staff Association  takes  issue  with  Dr  Ryan's
statement which concluded that on the available evidence there is
very little. if any, risk of adverse pregnancy outcome from use of
visual display units (VDUs).

"The Association is aware that  some studies have concluded

that VDUs do not cause miscarriages or congenital defects and
that  other  studies  have  excluded  radiation  as  a possible  cause.
Nevertheless, there still exist several documented and unexplained
occurrences   of   higher   than   usual   numbers   of   spontaneous
abortions, congenital defects and stillbirths in groups of women
using VDUs.  These have been seen as significant enough by the
ACTU and Victorian Trades Hall Council to support a policy that
recommends giving pregnant women the option of transferring to
non-VDU duties. On the basis of the views of these organisations,
the  Association  has  adopted  a policy that pregnant women,  or
intending   to   become   pregnant,   should   have   the   option   of
transferring to non-VDU duties.

"Overseas,  further  epidemiological  studies  into  the  relation

between    VDUs    and    reproductive    problems    have    been
commissioned.   The  Association  will  await  the  outcome  and
evaluation  of  these  studies  before  any  change  is  made  to  its
current policy. "

TYPING CLASSES FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED
The  Royal Victorian  Institute  for the  Blind will again hold a

Summer   Typing   Program   for   the   visually   impaired,   with
individualised    instruction    at    all    levels    from    beginners   to
advanced.

The program will be conducted on weekdays from January 2 to
February 21. Applications should be made by December 9.

Information  and  application  forms  can  be  obtained  from
Luellen Ashton or Irene Lydon on 529 3544.

SPEAKERS ON PEACE
Five    Monash    academics    will    give    papers    at    the    First

International   Conference   on   Conflict   Resolution   and   Peace
Studies, to be held at the University of the South Pacific, Suva,
from December 30 to January 5.

They  are  Herb  Feith,  John  Dalton.  Peter  Lawler  and  Joe
Crawford  from  Politics,  and  Frank  Fisher  from  the  Graduate
School of Environmental Science.

The Monash contingent will be the largest from an Australian
university.

Keynote speaker for the conference will be Professor Hannes
Alfven, the 1970 Nobel Prize winner in physics.

PLAYROOM STUDY
Volunteers  are  being  sought  for  a  study  underway  in  the

Psychology  department  on  the  behaviour  of young  children  at
play.

The study of children between the ages of three and six is being
conducted by a doctoral student, Cheryl Dissanayake, under the
supervision of senior lecturers, Dr Stella Crossley and Dr Lawrie
Bartak.

It   involves   mother   and   child   attending   the   Psychology
department  (transport  can  be  provided)   for  three  playroom
sessions each lasting about 40 minutes.

Volunteers should contact Cheryl on ext.  3978, or after hours
on 570 2875.

SCIENCE GETTING ITS ACT TOGETIIER
The  Federation  of  Australian  Scientific  and  Technological

Societies,   representing   56   individual   societies,   was   fomally
established on November 12.

Its formation followed the "National Meeting of Concern for
Science   and   Technology"   held   on   April   16.   An   interim
committee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Professor  Fred  Smith
(Physics, Monash), was set up to draft a constitution and by-laws
for the federation.

These  were  adopted  at  the  meeting  on  November  12,  and
Professor Smith was elected the founding President of the new
Federation.

The  Federation  is  expected  to  have  an  influential  role  in
scientific and technological policy, and there is evidence that its
formation is welcomed by the Federal Government.  Already it
has been identified by ASTEC as one of the four bodies to be
responsible  for  an  annual  review  of the  budget  allocations  for
science and technology across all portfolios and sectors.

VICE-CANCELLARIAN PORTRAIT
Council  has  commissioiied  artist  Brian  Dunlop  to  paint  a

portrait  of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  Professor  Martin,  before  his
retirement in January,  1987.

D.Sc. FOR BIOCHEM]ST
Council  has approved the award of the degree of Doctor of

Science to Dr Philip Nagley. Reader in Biochemistry for a set of
published  works  under  the  title  of  "The  Molecular  Biology in
Mitochondria".

HONOURS FOR MONASH LAWYERS
Dr Terry Carney,  a Monash senior lecturer in Law, has been

appointed Chairman of the National Advisory Council on Social
Welfare (NACSW). The appointment was announced recently by
the Acting Minister for Community Services, Dr Neal Blewett.

Dr Carney, who has been a member of the Council during the
first two years of its existence, will hold office as chairman for. the
next  two  years.  The  council  is  the  key  advisory  body  to  the
Federal Ministers for Social Security and Community Services.

*,*

Acting  Professor  Richard  Fox has been  appointed  a Visiting
Fellow in the United Nations Social Defence Research Institute in
Rome.

He will take up the fellowship in September or October of next
year.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available, not previously listed in Sound:

CENTRE FOR HUMAN BIOETHICS
Senior Research Assistant

COMPTROLLER
Finance-Typist Gr 2/WP Typist Gr I

ENGINEERING
Chemical Engineering-Workshop Laboratory Technician (TOA/B)

LAW
Secretary

MEDICINE
Medicine-Research Fellow; Biochemistry-Research Fellow;
Physiology-Technical Officer 8

SCIENCE
Chemistry-Research Assistant (3); National Research Fellow (2);
Senior Tutor; Computer Science-Cont.  Lecturer/Sen. Lecturer;
Earth Sciences-Cont.  Lecturer/Fixed Term (3-5 yrs) Lecturer/Sen.
Lecturer; Genetics-Clerk 2 (0.6); Tech. Assistant (half-time);
Mathematics-Research Assistant (2); Physics-Tutor/Sen. Tutor;
Zoology -Technical Assistant

UNION
Jun.  Clerk/Typist/ Receptionist

Copies  of  relevant  advertisements  can  be  sighted  on  application  to
Room  106, First Floor, University Offices Annexe.

Telephone  inquiries  about  academic  positions  should  be  directed  to
extension 4047, clerical positions to 4038, and technical positions to 4055 .

All  applications  tDust  carry a job  reference number obtainable  from
Staff Branch.
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