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I am a hydrogeologist, sociologist, and an aspiring agent of change in Australia’s effort 
to address water scarcity—a crisis that has long been exacerbated by systemic climate 
change complacency.  

The disproportionate and devastating consequences of anthropogenic climate change 
have always galvanized me to fight the good fight. Undertaking a Master of Environment 
and Sustainability will deepen my cross-cultural and cross-sectoral understanding of 
issues like water scarcity, and solutions like seawater desalination. Collaborating with 
other water-poor nations in the Indo-pacific will equip me with the technological and 
political insight to improve, expand and ultimately increase public support for sustainable 
seawater desalination in Australia. I’m also keenly interested in scientific communication, 
and by demystifying the science of long-politicized environmental issues, I hope to bridge 
the divide between communities and decision-makers. 

When I’m not tutoring English literature or instructing group fitness classes, I’m a very 
prolific flâneuse—I enjoy walking and observing Melbourne’s urban jungle almost as much 
as I enjoy trekking in the wilderness.

The best advice I’ve been given is to take your work seriously, but never yourself 
— My Mum (& Margot Fonteyn)
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Gearing up for the interview stage of the Westpac Future Leaders Scholarship process 
was perhaps the most daunting and anxiety-ridden chapter of my life. Actually, the 
interim period between the interview and news of the outcome quickly stole that title. 
Funnily enough, with the gift of hindsight, I cannot say that these emotions were 
unwarranted; after all, this scholarship meant the world to me, so it was only natural to 
feel the gravity of it all. However, if I could have a word with the ball of nerves that was 
my former self, I would assure her that the steps she put in place to succeed in the 
interview were enough, and that she was enough. These are the steps that underpinned 
my interview preparation, and I hope you find them useful:

STEP 1: RESEARCH YOUR PANELISTS
You will learn which two members of the National Selection Panel are conducting your 
interview approximately two weeks prior to the interview itself. This is a window of 
opportunity to research your panellists, scour YouTube for their content, and leave no 
stone unturned. This isn’t about strategising ways to butter them up or appeal to their 
interests or initiatives, but rather, to familiarise yourself with their voice, disposition, body 
language and presentation. Afterall, you are coming face-to-face with some of the most 
influential and accomplished leaders in the country, so intimidation is a given. By 
familiarising myself with my panellists, they almost seemed like distant, mega-successful 
relatives, and it lessened some of the strangeness when they presented me with deeply 
personal questions. Speaking of which…

STEP 2: REMIND YOURSELF OF WHO YOU ARE
As in any interview, you’re going to have to reveal nested– even discomforting– facets of 
yourself. Often, when we are the subject of the questioning, we naively assume that the 
answers will roll off the tongue. Unfortunately, the questions you will be asked may not 
be questions you’ve asked yourself before, and this is why reflexivity and introspection 
are essential. Sit yourself down and ask: Who am I? Why am I?  Who do I want to be? 
What do I want to do? How am I going to do it? Why do I want to do it? If you can 
unearth these answers, and practice articulating them in a concise and authentic way, 
then they may very well roll off the tongue. Speaking of authenticity… 



STEP 3: BE ABSOLUTELY AUTHENTIC
I cannot explain the value of presenting your most authentic self. Remember, Westpac 
Scholars Trust isn’t investing in your idea as much as they are investing in you. 
Revealing your humanness is what these panellists will connect with, but achieving this 
in 10 minutes is no easy feat. Wear your heart on your sleeve, use your lived 
experiences to evidence your claims, and speak candidly about the things that get you 
up in the morning. Most importantly, don’t be afraid to let some emotion slip through 
your professional composure, whether it be enthusiasm, passion, frustration about the 
things you seek to change, adoration for those who have supported you, or gratitude 
for yourself for coming so far in life. 

Best of luck my friends. I believe in you, so the only thing left is for you to believe in 
yourself.




