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Module 3 Sentencing Approaches 

Tip Sheet 

 When dealing with a person appearing the court who has children, inquire about the 

person’s children, take note of names and refer to them at subsequent hearings. Families 

and children are strong motivating factors for change because often the person’s offending 

behaviour may have led to the child or children not being in their care or not having contact 

with them. 

 Use open-ended questions, rather than closed questions, when talking to the person 

appearing before the court. Ask, for example, ‘What services were useful in the past? Why? 

What was it about those services that was helpful?’ 

 It can be difficult to decide whether to attach a judicial monitoring condition to a CCO. If the 

CCO has a strong rehabilitative focus, judicial monitoring is more likely to be used to 

reinforce the rehabilitative component of the order. If the CCO is more punitive, a judicial 

monitoring condition is less likely to be attached. 

 Deputy Chief Magistrate Popovic addresses the contents of any report in a deferred 

sentencing review to draw the person out and discuss their progress on the order. She might 

say, ‘Your clinician says you are doing particularly well in this area and I commend you for 

that. Why are you having difficulties complying with the clinician’s recommendations in 

other areas?’ 

 When a person is on bail, bringing them back before the court can be called ‘an update’, 

rather than ‘a review’ or ‘monitoring’. It is useful to say: ‘We will get you back in four weeks.’ 
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