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2016 Professor Barry L Reed 
Distinguished Lecture
Precision medicine in cancer: a moving target!

ABOUT OUR GUEST SPEAKER

Professor Ross McKinnon is an academic pharmacist who has 
worked across a variety of community, hospital and academic 
settings. His contributions span the spectrum of pharmaceutical 
research, policy and education. 

His previous roles have included the positions of inaugural 
Director of the Sansom Institute at the University of South 
Australia and National Facilitator for the Translating Health 
Discovery into Clinical Applications Super Science Project. 
Under the latter, he provided the vision for the successful 
translational catalyst, Therapeutic Innovation Australia. 

His research, spanning drug discovery to pharmacy education 
and practice, has attracted more than $25 million in funding. 
He has been continuously funded as a NHMRC Chief 
Investigator since he completed his PhD in 1993. His research 
outputs include 150 original research manuscripts, four patent 
families and two spin-off companies. He is a Vice-President of 
the International Pharmaceutical Federation and was Chair of  
the 5th Pharmaceutical Sciences World Congress. He is also  
a Director of the Australian Institute of Policy and Science having 
been named an inaugural Tall Poppy award winner in 2000.

Professor Ross McKinnon 
Director, Flinders Centre for Innovation in Cancer 
Associate Dean Research, School of Medicine, Flinders University



ABOUT EMERITUS PROFESSOR  
BARRY L REED

Barry L Reed is Emeritus Professor within the 
Faculty of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Monash University. Following his 
retirement in 2006 after 43 years of dedicated 
service, the faculty established the annual 
Professor Barry L Reed Distinguished 
Lecture in recognition of his outstanding 
contributions to the faculty, Monash 
University and the pharmacy profession.

After receiving his PhC in 1962, Barry 
received a Fellowship of the Pharmaceutical 
Society by thesis in 1966 and a Bachelor of 
Pharmacy in 1968 from the Victorian College 
of Pharmacy. He then entered the 
Intersearch PhD program at the University  
of Kansas and was awarded a PhD in 1975.

Returning to the college, Barry rose through 
the academic ranks and was appointed  
MA Nicholas Industrial Professor of 
Biopharmaceutics and Associate Director of 
the Institute of Drug Technology (IDT) in 1978. 

He was also appointed Professor of 
Biopharmaceutics in 1990, some years  
before the Victorian College of Pharmacy 
amalgamated with Monash University.

Barry has made many significant 
contributions to the profession of pharmacy. 
He has served on the Advisory Committee 
on Nonprescription Medicines and its 
predecessors since 1984. He was a 
member of the Australian Pharmacy 
Examining Council from 1993 to 2002 and 
the Australian Pharmacy Council until 2008. 
He was President of the Pharmacy Board  
of Victoria for eleven years and a member  
of the Board from 1986 – 2008.

As an academic researcher, Barry was the 
first scientist at the college to receive grants 
from the Australian Research Grants 
Committee and the Anti-Cancer Council.  
His research subsequently attracted 
substantial funding from Nicholas Kiwi and 
Acrux. He has authored over 100 scientific 
papers and patents, and numerous 
conference abstracts and presentations. 

Barry has mentored a large number of 
postgraduate students and research staff 
during his career, and many of his former 
students have excelled within the 
pharmaceutical industry and academia.  
His research led him to co-found Acrux,  
a company established to commercialise  
the ‘spray-on’ drug delivery technology that 
he discovered and developed together with 
Dr Tim Morgan and Professor Barrie Finnin. 
The metered dose transdermal spray 
technology has led to two products being 
launched in the USA (Evamist™ and 
Axiron™), with other products in late stage 
clinical development for eventual marketing 
in the USA and internationally.



PAST SPEAKERS

2008
Professor Ho-Leung Fung
‘The Victorian College of Pharmacy  
and my pharmaceutical journey’

2009
Professor Michael Roberts
‘The versatility of an education in pharmacy 
and pharmaceutical sciences’

2010
Professor Rodney Pearlman
‘Human growth hormone: pharmaceutics, 
delivery, biotechnology and clinical impact’

2011
Mr Peter Cook
‘Living the future’

2012
Emeritus Professor Lloyd Sansom AO
‘Pharmaceutical consilience – can it  
be achieved?’

2013
Professor Kamal Midha 
‘A trilogy of science, practice and  
education towards assuring better health’

2014
Professor Andrew McLachlan 
‘Translating science into practice’

2015
Dr Ian Wilding
‘The Pharmaceutical Industry 2020:  
what does the future hold for the next 
generation of pharmaceutical scientists?’
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