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ECR PROFILES 
WANTED! 
Are you interested in 
promoting your current 
work to fellow ECRs?  
Ever thought about 
publishing your profile in 
the ECRTimes?  
Profiling yourself allows 
others to hear about your 
work and achievements 
and may even lead to new 
collaborations & 
friendships. 
 
Email us at 
ecr.AMREP@monash.edu

 
COMMENTS/ 
FEEDBACK?  
Want to advertise an event 
in the precinct? Won an 
award or have published a 
paper?  
 
Email us at 
ecr.AMREP@monash.edu 
 
ABOUT ECRTIMES 
ECRTIMES is the quarterly 
e-newsletter of the early 
career researchers of 
Central Clinical School, 
Monash University. 
ECRTIMES 02 is prepared 
by Edwin Leeansyah, 
Lachlan Gray and Megan 
Crane. 

The first ECR retreat to be held overnight this 
September 30th to October 1st is promising to 
be a huge success. So far we have over 49 
registered attendees and thanks again to 
everyone who has submitted an abstract. The 
ECR committee has reviewed all the 
applications and with only 24 presentation slots 
on offer you will now have been notified of your 
allocated presentation time or news that you 
won’t have to present at all!  
 
The program is shaping up to be very exciting 
with a session on grantsmanship from our 
keynote presenters A/Prof Ian Van Driel 
(Bio21), Dr Michelle Dunstone (Monash) and 
Prof Gail Risbridger (Monash). This will be 
followed by the first series of ECR 
presentations. We anticipate each presenter 
will give a general overview of the work 
performed in their respective labs. For the rest 
of the day we will be relaxing over an optional 
outdoor activity, dinner and murder mystery 
evening.  

Inaugural ECR Retreat 
The following day will be a further series of 
lab presentations followed by an opportunity 
to formally interact with your ECR 
representatives in a round table discussion. 
We welcome any feedback and especially 
look forward to hearing your thoughts and 
ideas on future ECR activities and 
programmes. A recovery session will then be 
held over lunch at a local venue.  

 
The ECR committee would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Central Clinical 
School Executive Committee and our 
sponsors (Becton Dickinson, Lifetech and 
ThermoFisher Scientific) for their generous 
contributions and for making the ECR retreat 
possible. Also, a huge thank you to ECR 
committee members Nicole Mifsud, Antonia 
Miller and Sara Prickett for initiating and 
organising this event.  We would also like to 
remind you that while accommodation and 
meal costs are fully covered you will have to 
make your own way to the venue.  
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If you have ever had anything to do with an 
NHMRC or ARC grant submission you are 
probably already familiar with the fantastic 
work of Nita Eng and the team at the 
Monash Research Office.  The Monash 
Research Office also plays a vital role in 
supporting the research activities of ECRs.  
The Monash Research Office periodically 
holds information sessions at the Clayton 
campus on the services they can provide 
to all Monash researchers. 
 
ECR committee member Perdita Cheshire 
has been liaising with the MRO and has 
organised for a similar information session 
to be held on Thursday 26th August, 
3.30pm – 4.30pm, Level 5 Lecture 
Theatre, Alfred Centre. 
   
 
 

Your representative’s 
contact details 
 

BIOCHEMISTRY/BURNET 

INSTITUTE 

LACHLAN GRAY 
Lachlan.Gray@monash.edu  
 

 

IMMUNOLOGY 

TAMARA ETTO 
Tamara.Etto@monash.edu  
ANTONIA MILLER 
Antonia.Miller@monash.edu  
SARA PRICKETT 
Sara.Prickett@monash.edu  
 
 

MEDICINE 

JULIANNE BAYLISS 
Julianne.Bayliss@monash.edu  
NICOLE MIFSUD 
Nicole.Mifsud@monash.edu  
 

 

MEDICINE/BURNET 

INSTITUTE 

EDWIN LEEANSYAH (TO OCT’10) 
Edwin.Leeansyah@monash.edu  
MEGAN CRANE 
Megan.Crane@monash.edu  

 
 

MEDICINE/VAN CLEEF 

CENTRE 

PERDITA CHESHIRE 
Perdita.Cheshire@monash.edu  
 

SURGERY 

NICOLE BYE 
Nicole.Bye@monash.edu  
SHIVA AKBARZADEH 
S.Akbarzadeh@alfred.org.au  
 
 

 

ECR Seminar Series -
Monash Research 

Office Seminar 
Seminar 

If you are unable to attend you MUST 
organise a replacement attendee and 
notify the ECR committee ASAP or you 
will, unfortunately, have to cover the cost of 
your non-attendance ($200). 
 
Finally, a word on our venue; The Country 
Place Retreat is located in 180 Olinda 
Creek Rd, Kalorama, one hour drive from 
Melbourne and is a highly recommended 
conference venue in the heart of the 
Dandenongs. The retreat will begin with a 
morning tea and welcome at 9am sharp.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free 
to contact the ECR committee 
(ecr.AMREP@monash.edu).  
 
Look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Lachlan Gray (Seminar Program and 
Newsletter) 
Department: Biochemistry/Burnet Institute. 
Position: NHMRC Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow, Dept Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology. PhD awarded: 2009, Dept of 
Microbiology & Immunology, University of 
Melbourne.  Years post-doc: 1.5. 
Research interests: I am interested in the 
viral factors of HIV that influence the 
development of HIV-1 associated 
dementia. My current work is investigating 
the mode of entry of HIV-1 into targets 
cells within the CNS that don’t use the 
traditional entry pathways. My previous 
work concentrated on functionally 
analysing the HIV-1 Env glycoprotein and 
its role in tissue tropism and HIV 
pathogenesis.   
 
 
 

OUR NEW ECR REPRESENTATIVE 

This seminar will enable Monash 
researchers based at AMREP to familiarise 
themselves with the Research Office staff 
and services. 
 
Topics to be covered in the seminar include 
the role of the Monash Research Office, 
funding opportunities specific to ECRs as 
well as a brief overview of ROPES 
(Researcher’s Online Project Enquiry 
System).  
 
We strongly encourage you to come along 
and take the opportunity to ask any 
questions you may have of their experienced 
and helpful team. 
  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

NEWS AND EVENTS 
 
ECR SEMINAR PROGRAM 
In OCTOBER, we will be holding a 
MEDIA-TRAINING SEMINAR so you 
can learn how to communicate 
scientific ideas effectively with the 
lay public and media.  
The seminar will be held in the 
5th Floor Lecture Theatre of the 
Alfred Centre, Oct 21st at 3:30pm  
 

AWARDS AND PRIZES 
Congratulations are extended to 
two of our own ECR members 
who recently won awards! 
 

Lachlan Gray was awarded the 
best ECR oral presentation at the 
annual scientific meeting of the 
Australian Centre for HIV and 
Hepatitis Virology Research 
recently held at the Yarra Valley. 
 
Nicole Mifsud was awarded an 
ASI travel grant to attend the 
International Transplantation 
Congress to be held in 
Vancouver in Aug 2010.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

MRO e-RESOURCES  
INFORMATIVE ECR PORTAL: 
HTTP://INTRANET.MONASH.EDU.AU/RE

SEARCH/ECR/INDEX.HTML  
ECR-TARGETED SCHEMES: 
HTTP://MONASH.EDU/RESEARCHOFFIC

E/FOD/ECR-SCHEMES.PHP  
PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS & PRIZES: 
HTTP://WWW.MONASH.EDU/RESEARC

HOFFICE/PRESTIGE 
VICE CHANCELLOR FOR EXCELLENCE 

IN RESEARCH BY ECR: 
HTTP://WWW.MONASH.EDU/RESEARC

HOFFICE/MU/VCA-ERECR.HTML  
RESEARCHERS’ ONLINE PROJECTS 

ENQUIRY SYSTEM (ROPES):  
HTTP://WWW.MONASH.EDU/RESEARC

HOFFICE/ROPES 
 
 

 

After nearly 7 years of adventure in the 
CCS land, Edwin Leeansyah will be 
leaving Monash University in October to 
pursue research in the role of innate-like 
invariant T cells in HIV pathogenesis at the 
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. 
He has thoroughly enjoyed his role as an 
ECRTIMES coordinator during his short time 
in the ECR committee. 
 
   

“profile – a 
concise biographical 
sketch; degree of 
exposure to public 
notice; visibility”   
Every issue we will be 
highlighting the achievements 
of some of our own PhD 
students and ECRs. 

OUTGOING ECR REPRESENTATIVE 

Mohammad Al-Tamimi is a third-year PhD 
student in the Australian Centre for Blood 
Diseases and the Department of 
Immunology at Monash University under the 
supervision of Drs Robert Andrews and 
Elizabeth Gardiner. He is a Jordanian 
national and the recipient of a Monash-
Hashemite Scholarship.  His PhD project 
investigates processes that regulate platelet 
receptor expression and function. Al Tamimi  

 
 
was awarded the prestigious 
ASTH Scientific medal at the 
Australasian Society for 
Thrombosis and Haemostasis 
Annual Meeting held recently 
in Adelaide for presentation of 
his work demonstrating that 
platelet receptor levels can be 
modulated by 
activation of the coagulation 
cascade. “Our findings provide 

Mohammad Al-Tamimi (right) receiving the 2009 
Australasian Society for Thrombosis and 
Haemostasis Scientific Medal.  

insight into a new molecular link between 
platelet receptor function and activation of 
coagulation. Knowing how platelet 
processes work to slow down the 
coagulation cascade will aid drug designers 
to develop new more subtle and targeted 
medications to help in the treatment of blood 
clots and deep vein thrombosis” Al Tamimi 
said. 

Kirsten Fairfax has just moved back from 
Cambridge, UK to join Fabienne Mackay’s 
team (Dept of Immunology) working on B 
Lymphocytes, BAFF and Autoimmunity.  
Kirsten did her PhD with David Tarlinton at 
the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute on the 
quantitative regulation of antibody forming 
cell differentiation. She was working in 
Cambridge at the Babraham Institute with 
Martin Turner on the role of the RNA-binding  

protein HuR, in B cell development and 
activation.  In Prof. Mackay’s laboratory 
Kirsten will focus on the role of miRNAs in 
setting signalling thresholds for B cells.   
Kirsten   holds    the prestigious NHMRC 
Overseas Biomedical Training Fellowship. 
Dr Fairfax’s work has been published in high 
impact scientific journals including Nature 
Immunology, Immunity, The Journal of 
Immunology, Cell Death and Differentiation, 
Seminars in Immunology and Nature 
Reviews Immunology. 

 

A new B cell biologist on the block. 


