
WORKPLACE BASED PLACEMENT 

As some students are employed or undertake voluntary work in the welfare sector, the Department of 
Social Work will consider requests from students to do their placement in the agency where they 
currently have paid or unpaid work. In exceptional circumstances (that is, where no other options are 
viable and the Department of Social Work is convinced that the student’s learning opportunities will 
not be jeopardised) the Department of Social Work will allow this provided that: 

• During Placement the student has a reduced and protected workload

• The student is  allocated tasks different from those usually undertaken, preferably
located away from their usual workspace

• The student has a  field educator who is a social worker who is not their usual
supervisor

Such requests must be supported with the student’s response to the above criteria, in a document 
outlining how the above conditions can be met.  

Requests must be submitted using the Workplace-based Placement Request Form which is to be 
signed by the employer and the student. This demonstrates that the proposed placement supervisor 
(or employer management) accepts the spirit of supervised (field education) practice. 

This will be approved by the University in writing. 

Exceptional circumstances: 

In ‘exceptional circumstances’ the student may undertake two professional practice placements in 
their place of employment. These exceptional circumstances may include instances of financial 
hardship, limited opportunities in small communities and remote localities. Approval is at the 
discretion of the Director of Field Education. Students will be advised of the outcome of their request 
within two weeks. 

Requests for Workplace-based Placements should be directed in writing by email or post to: 

Field Education Office or fieldeducation@monash.edu 
Department of Social Work 
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences 
Monash University 
Caulfield Campus 
PO Box 197 
Caulfield East 
Victoria 3145 
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