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We don’t just want to
educate the public about
human rights, we want
to embed a human rights
culture across government,
and at institutions around
the world.
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CHANGING THE DEBATE

Building Human Rights Capacity
We don’t just want to educate the public about human rights,
we want to embed a human rights culture across government,

When we turn our attention to vital issues,
we use our growing social media presence
and strong relationships with journalists to
shape the public debate.

and at institutions around the world. In the past, we have
trained officials from Indonesia, Iraq, Myanmar, Australia
and elsewhere. In 2018, we continued our work with the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

In 2018, we were quoted in over 300 stories by media as

In Vietnam, we worked with the country’s National University

diverse as ABC TV and radio, The Guardian, Fairfax Media,

to overhaul its human rights teaching, mentor our fellow

commercial TV and radio, and SBS.

academics and build links between Vietnam and Australia.

Our events frequently dovetail with our priority policy projects,

The VNU academics are human rights leaders, and we were

increasing the reach of our ideas. In addition to our annual

proud to work alongside them as they strive to strengthen

conference at Federation Square, our public events program

human rights protections in their country.

was headlined by the release of our landmark report on
disability in Victorian schools and our launch event for an

Centre Director Sarah Joseph speaks at Vietnam National
University with Dr La Khanh Tung.

Australian Charter of Rights.

5.4

7.1

SOCIAL MEDIA REACH

MAINSTREAM MEDIA
REACH

199,000

153

WEBSITE AND BLOG VIEWS

AVERAGE EVENT
ATTENDANCE

MILLION

MILLION

Our human rights charter campaign launch event, held with the Human Rights Law Centre and Maurice Blackburn.
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STRENGTHENING
HUMAN RIGHTS
In 2018, we influenced some of the biggest
human rights issues, including Indigenous
rights, the use of force in detention, and
refugees. We also launched new projects on
reproductive rights and artificial intelligence.

Disability
We cemented our reputation as a leading voice on the rights
of people with disability when we launched a major report
on the experiences of children with disability in Victoria’s
mainstream schools. With the Victorian Government’s
imprimatur, and in conjunction with the Monash Arts Faculty,
we interviewed almost 100 principals, teachers and parents
of children with disability and scoured the State’s legal and
policy framework.
Our report made 36 recommendations for improving the

Indigenous Rights
Our Indigenous Group of Learning at Port Phillip Prison helps
prepare men for their post-release future while improving their
mental health in prison. We greatly improved the program in
2018, bringing in a coordinator, Michelle Donovan, for the first
time and adding a six-week music program that helped men
to write songs about their experiences.
On the research front, a team of academics and research
interns began compiling data on how the federal government’s
approach to Indigenous issues in the Northern Territory has
affected its “Closing the Gap” goals. To be launched in mid2019, the report will demonstrate whether human rights in
the top end are improving. The report will help policy makers
and community groups to identify areas for improvement, and
advocate for reform.

school lives of children with disability and identified serious

Reproductive Rights

areas of human rights concern that the Victorian Government

We took the fight to protect reproductive rights to the High

has a responsibility to fix.

Court when our academics were granted leave to appear as

The report struck a chord with Victorians. It featured on the
front page of The Age and on ABC Radio and television,
and was enthusiastically received by people with disability
and their families.
Since the report’s launch, we have monitored whether our
recommendations are being implemented; contributed to
a review of the Department of Education’s restraint and
seclusion guidelines; made the UN aware of Victoria’s
shortcomings in this area; helped students in Monash’s
Faculty of Education to understand disability rights; and

a ‘friend of the court’ in a 2018 challenge to the legality of
‘safe access zones’ around abortion clinics. Our submission
highlighted our evidence that aggressive protesting techniques
take a significant mental toll on both patients and workers.
In April 2019, the High Court quoted our submission as it
ruled that the zones were valid. In the words of barrister
Kate Eastman SC, not only was the case a win for women’s
rights, but our submission ‘broke new ground’ by setting ‘a
precedent for high quality, reliable academic research being
treated as evidence in constitutional cases’.

conducted two roundtables with community groups to

We also played a role in improving reproductive rights in

strategise future work in this area. The Centre is now helping

Queensland by making submissions to the Queensland

to lead a network of organisations calling for urgent reform of

Parliament, which ultimately legalised abortion in line with

the Disability Discrimination Act.

our recommendations.

A front page report
on our disability
report.
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Centre Deputy
Director Tania
Penovic (3rd
from right) with
colleagues following
the High Court
decision.

Human Rights and Artificial Intelligence
When the Australian Human Rights Commission launched
a project to look at the human rights implications of artificial
intelligence and related technologies, they asked for our help.
We hosted a roundtable with industry and community groups
and released a position paper to guide the regulation of AI.
We have now won a contract to advise the Federal
Government on AI issues and are in the early stages of
investigating the use of algorithmic decision-making in
Australian policing. In short, we are becoming leaders on

for children in South Australia. And we have a plan to make
submissions to three upcoming royal commissions on mental
health (Victoria), aged care (federal) and disability (federal).

Modern Slavery
Australia took a big step forward in protecting the rights of
vulnerable people in 2018 with the passage of its Modern

Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Slavery Act, which will require large businesses to report on

Our Deputy Director Azadeh Dastyari continued her

Our modern slavery expert, Professor Jean Allain, made a

outstanding efforts to influence European asylum policies. It
may seem a long way from home, but Azadeh felt that it was
her responsibility as an Australian refugee law expert to push
back against attempts to adopt our harsh asylum policies.

the risks that slavery is being used in their supply chains.
number of submissions to parliamentary inquiries, and was
invited to give evidence before a parliamentary committee,
demonstrating his global standing on this issue.

Following a successful 2017 symposium in Italy, Azadeh

We were delighted when Australia’s Parliament passed the

technologies in Australia.

met with policy makers, politicians and activists in Europe

Modern Slavery Act into law, in line with a number of our

and at the massive UN refugee conference in Morocco.

recommendations.

Incarceration, Detention and Seclusion

In addition, she spent time building support for a 2019

the human rights implications of AI and other emerging

During 2018, we partnered with leading academics, NGOs
and web designers to develop an interactive online tool

conference to be held in Italy to further highlight the need

Other policy areas

for humane asylum policies.

We contributed to the often heated debate on religious
freedom in Australia, and made representations to

comparing how the use of force is regulated in places of

Azadeh’s work reflects our global outlook: human rights are

detention such as prisons, youth justice and mental health

universal, and whenever it is feasible for us to create a positive

facilities, nursing homes and residential disability facilities.

outcome, we work to realise that potential.

This project, which will be launched in 2019, is an Australian

Death Penalty

continued our work to see South Australia abolish corporal

We were honoured to be appointed to the Department of

Government on its human rights priorities.

first: for the first time, we will show clearly how unacceptable
practices such as chemical restraint, physical restraint and
excessive force are often permitted in Australia’s states and
territories. The project will provide a clear roadmap for reform
to protect vulnerable people living in these different closed
environments. We have already planned our next steps, which
will include pursuing reform to laws regulating the use of drugs
to restrain patients, residents and prisoners. Even before
the hub has launched, we have used our expertise to fight
against proposed compulsory drug treatment and detention

Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Death Penalty Consultative Group,
where we are now providing expert advice as the Australian
Government pushes for global abolition. The appointment
recognises our world-renowned expertise in this area, which
we used to make multiple submissions to the UN on death
penalty issues during 2018.

Queensland’s government on both passing a Human Rights
Act and recognising sex and gender diversity when registering
life events (both of which have now passed into law). We also
punishment and liaised with the newly returned Victorian
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INSPIRING THE HUMAN
RIGHTS LEADERS OF
TOMORROW

In-House Internship Program
Under the close supervision of our Policy Manager and
academics, some of Monash Law’s highest achieving students
conduct the vital research that underpins many of our most
important policy initiatives. Without them, ambitious projects like
our two-year investigation into laws regulating the use of force in
detention would not be possible. In 2018, 16 interns volunteered
as part of our structured 12-day internship program.

As part of Monash Law, we have access to
many of Australia’s brightest future human
rights leaders. We strive to do more than
just educate them in the classroom. We
encourage their passion and help them to
envision a human rights career.

The Indigenous Group of Learning
This unique and innovative program brings together
Indigenous prisoners with a group of Indigenous and nonIndigenous student volunteers for weekly cultural exchange
and mentoring sessions. The students improve their empathy
and understanding of the men, and increase their confidence

Global Internship Program

and leadership skills under the watchful eye of our coordinator,
Michelle Donovan. Student demand for this program has been

Over a 13-year period, we have selected and mentored 90

enormous, belying the common notion that society does not

students to travel to some of the world’s leading human rights

care about those locked up in our ever expanding jails.

institutions. Our former interns report that their experiences
opened their eyes to opportunities and changed their

Other programs

intended career paths. As a result, many now work in senior
government roles, for the UN and international NGOs and at

Again in 2018, we hosted the only Australia-wide human

community organisations. To name only a few - both Chris

rights moot competition in Melbourne, where students from

Holt and Tania Marcella work with the International Rescue

five states and territories converged for a week of lively

Committee in Iraq – Chris as a senior director and Tania as a

debate. The competition is only increasing in relevance

coordinator; Jessie Taylor is the President of Liberty Victoria;

now that Queensland has become the third jurisdiction to

Megan Barnett is the National Director of Community Impact

introduce a human rights act. Our careers guide remained an

at the law firm King and Wood Mallesons; and Bridi Rice is the

extremely popular online resource, with thousands of students

Director of Policy and Advocacy at the Australian Council for

accessing it across the year.

International Development.

We were proud to partner with the Human Rights Arts and

Our Global Internship Program has fulfilled its promise of

Film Festival to host a very successful poster competition,

nurturing a generation of human rights leaders. Our 2018

where secondary students from across the state designed

Global Interns helped great organisations to assist vulnerable

posters and briefing documents to tell the story of a short

people while opening their eyes to a world of possibilities.

human rights film, Hope City.
Our 2018 Global Interns: James Barklamb, Shmuel Levin, Jayden Crosier, Aiden
McKee, Michelle Freilich and Michael Li

HOW OUR DONORS HELP
TO CREATE CHANGE
The Castan Centre raises 75% of its income from outside
the University, thanks to support from a mix of individuals,
foundations and corporate supporters, and revenue from
events and consulting.
We leverage this support through the volunteer work of our
academics and students, who contributed well over 2000
hours of pro bono support in 2018.
The great thing is that our University support enables
every cent you donate to go to the Centre’s policy, public
education and student programs. The University does not
take a percentage of your donation, so you can have a truly
transformative effect on human rights by supporting one of the
most innovative and dynamic university centres in this country.

For more information on how to support the Centre, contact:
Janice Hugo
Administrator
Monash University
T: + 61 (3) 9905 3327
E: janice.hugo@monash.edu
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