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March 29,1978.

MONASH  AND  THE  PARTRIDGE  REPORT
Recommendations of the Partridge Committee of lnqu iry into post-secondary education, if i.mplemented by

the Victorian Government, are likely to have a significant influence on future developments in two Monash
faculties -engineering and education.

The Committee makes a number of proposals ained
at rationalising the education of engineers in Victoria,
with the ultimate aim of limiting the annual intake of
students to a level that will yield no more then 200
graduates per million of population each year.
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enrolments, and that more rigorous selection procedures
be adopted.

To advance the rationalisation program, the Committee
recommends that certain enrineering schools should
be phased out, and that others be limited to teaching the
first two years of an engineering course, with "feeder"
arrangements with other established institutions, such
as Monash.

On the question of teacher education, the Committee
recognises that the one-year Diploma in Education
course is the major support of university education
faculties, and that any reductions in intake should allow
them sufficient numbers to maintain effective contact
with schools and to provide a basis for higher degree
studies and research.

\-        However, it recommends that the number offirst

year enrolments, full-time, at Monash should be
reduced   from 364 in  1977 to 285 in 1979.

The Partridge Report' was tabled in the Victorian
I;arliament just before Easter.  Its major recommendation

is that a new administrative authority- the Victorian
Post-Secondary Education Commission - should be
established to advise the Victorian Government and the
relevant Commonwealth authorities on all matters
relating to the development and funding of post.
secondary education in this State.

Commenting on the report, the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Martin, said today that the proposals held few
surprises.  Many of its recommendations relating to
teacher-training and engineering had been anticipated
and he was confident that any necessary changes could
be accommodated without undue pressure or disruption.

In fact, he said, they could lead to a considerable
strengthening of the University's standing and of the
quality of its teaching and research.

"The Committee regards Monash as `now a well-

balanced University, with strong departments in the

physical and biological sciences, in the several branches
of engineering, in the humanities, in the social sciences
and in various professional areas', "Professor Martin said.

"It commented favorably on the `notable strength'

that Monash has developed in research and hither
degree work."

A full summary of the Partridge Report will be
published in the next issue of Monath Reporter.

SAMU TO LcOK AT WOMEN'S STATUS

Following the presentation of the report of the FAUSA
Committee on the Status of Women Acad.emics, the Staff
Association of Monash University intends to set up a
committee to look into the issues of superannuation,
"nepotism" rules, matemity/paternity leave, child-care

centres, the appointment and tenure of women and other
matters.

The preliminary meeting will be held on Monday,
April  17, in R3 at  I.15 pin.

AIL academic and research staff with an interest in
these issues are invited to attend.

ECOPS BOARD EIECTIONS

Nominations have been called for the election of three
undergraduate members and one graduate member of the
Board of the faculty o.f Economics and Politics.

The successful candidates will hold office until April 30,
1979.

Nominations must be lodged with the faculty office,
second floor, Menzies Building, no later than 12 noon on
April 5.  Nomination forms and further information may
be obtained from the faculty office.

If the number of nominations exceeds the number of
vacancies, an election will be held on April  19.20.



ABORIGINAL SPEARERS AT MONASH

A panel of Aboriginal speakers will discuss uranium
ndning and land richts at a seminar arranged by the Centre
for Research into Aboriginal Affairs at Monash on Friday.

They will include Marcia hangton (secretary of the
Federal Council for Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders),
Mick Miller (chairman. Queensland Northern Lend Council),
Joyce Hall (Weipa, Qld.), Ted Bowen (Hopevale, Qld.) and
Jack Davis (author and editor of `Identity', WA).

The meeting will be held at  I p.in. in R6.

CALLING ALL BLOOD DONORS

If you get back safely from the Easter break, give a
thoucht to those whose return micht be delayed.

The Red Cross Blood Bank will be on campus this
week for the first of its.1978 visits to Monash.

Prospective donors are invited to book now at the
Union Desk - or turn up on the ground floor of the
Menzies Building. The need micht be urgent.

The Blood Bank will be operating daily between
9.30 a.in. and 3.45 p.in. from Wednesday, March 29,
until Friday, April 7.

KERONCONG NIGHT AT THE ALEX

The Indonesian Keroncong Ensemble, `Pusaka
Nusantara', will present a Keroncong Nicht of traditional
Indonesian dances (Balinese, Javanese and Sundanese) in
the Alerander Theatre at 7.30 p.in. on Saturday, April  I.

Indonesian snacks will be on sale and all proceeds will
be devoted to an aid project in Indonesia and the purchase
of sound equipment.

Admission will be $4 adults, $2.50 students and
children. Further information from Dr Margaret Kartomi,
department of music, or Nirwan ldrus, department of
mechanical engineering  .

sclENCE LECTURE: ropuLAT[ON cONTROLs

Professor Aubrey Manning, of the department of
zoology, University of Edinburch, will give a Science
Faculty Lecture at Monach this week on:`"Human

population controls?   Attitudes and prospects".

The lecture will be riven in R4 at  1.15 pin., Friday
March 31 .

LUNCHEON FOR NEWCOMERS

Monash Women's Society will hold its postponed

garden luncheon for new members of staff and their wives
and husbands on Tuesday, April  18.

The luncheon win berin at  I p.in. in the Vice-Chancellor's

garden.

For full details, contact Mrs Isabel Butchart, phone 25  1788,
or c/o the Academic Registrar.

CREATIVE ARTS COURSES NOW OPEN

Enrolments have now opened for staff and students in
creative arts courses run by the Union.

Tuition is available in:  Batik; effective reading; jewellery;
leatherwork; life drawing and painting; macrame; pottery;

practical sewing; stained Bass windowmaking ; spinning and
yarn design; Sumi-e; typing; water color; and weaving on four-
shaft looms.

Courses are also offered in flute, piano, classical guitar and
singing.

Further details about the courses can be obtained from
Neil Wentworth, in Clubs & Societies, ext. 3180 or
3144.

tINIVERSITY CLUB AGM: MARCH 30

The adjourned annual general meeting of the Monash
University Club will be held in the Club at 5.15 p.in. on
Thursday, March 30. The Club committee advises that legal
opinion holds that no proxy or absentee votes can be
accepted.  Only members attending the adjourned meeting
will be entitled to vote.

ARTlsT HELps sAve THE CHILDREN FUND

Melbourne artist Peggy Perrins Shaw, wife of Professor
A.G.I. Shaw, chairman of the Monash department of history
will hold a one-woman show of her latest abstract oils and

gouaches in Georges Gallery, Conius Street, next month.

The the proceeds from the exhibition will go to the
Women of the University to assist the Save the Children Fund.

Professor Patrick Mccauchey, chairman of the departmeht
of visual arts, has written the introduction to the catalogue for
the exhibition.

The exhibition will be opened by Sir lrouis
Matheson on Monday evening, April 3, and the
exhibition win remain open until April  15.

BLACK THEOLcOY

Professor Frederick Sontag, professor of philosophy at
Pomona College, Claremont, California, will speak at Monash
on March 30 on the subject "BlackTheology". He had       '
previously been scheduled to appear here on March 22.

Professor Sontag, whose Monash visit is sponsored by
the University Chaplains, is in Australia as a Fulbright Regivrl I
Lecturer. He is the author of a number of books in the areas
of ethics, theology and contemporary American Black
hiterature.

His March 30 address will be given in R7 at  I.10 p.in.

Authorised by  K.W. Bennetts, I nformation Officer.


