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`CENTRES OF  EXCELLENCE'  BODY  NAMED

The Minister for Education, Mr Fife, this month released further details Of the Governmenl's program to establish
centres of excellence in Australian universities.

He said that a committee of four had been appointed
to  make  recommendations  to  the  Government.   The
committee would consist of: Mr S.B. Myer, chairman of
the Myer Emporium (chairman), Mr R.D.a. Agnew, a
Perth  businessman,  Mr  J.J.  Carlton  MP,  formerly  a
management  consultant  and  general  secretary  of  the
NSW division of the Liberal Party, and Professor N.F.
Dunbar,  chairman  of  the  Universities  Council  of  the
TEC.

(The make-up of the committee has been criticised by
the    Federation    of    Australian    University    Staff
Associations     for    the    paucity    of    academic
representation).

Mr Fife said that grants would be made to universities
for    a    limited    number    of    centres    to    permit    a
concentration   of  effort   to   achieve   a   high   level   of
excellence.  Grants would be for specific periods.

Typically,  a  centre  would  be  a  group  of  about  10
people    with    three    or    four    research    staff,    two
postdoctoral fellows and supporting administrative and
technical staff.

Normally  centres  would  be  based  on  universities'
existing    research    activities    with    potential    for
development, although the Goivernment would consider
the introduction of new research if it were satisfied that
suitable leadership would be available.

Mr Fife said the new committee would make specific
proposals    for    initial    grants    during    1981     and
subsequently for grants in the 1982-84 triennium. Terms
of reference would be determined after the first meeting
of the committee.

STUDENTS IN A GOOD CAUSE
Monash  Medical  students  took  to  the  streets  last

month,  and  in  one  day  about  200  of  them  collected
$6007.19 for the Australian Kidney Foundation.

Teams of students from the University of Melbourne
and the Lincoln Institute also took part and the overall
sum collected exceeded $11,000.

COUNCIL MEMBERS RETURNED
Emeritus  Professor  Hector  Monro,  Mr C.B.. Goode

and Mr R.J.N. Kinsman have been returned unopposed
in Council elections in the Faculties of Arts, Ecops and
Engineering  respectively.  All  will  hold  office  for  four
years  to July 2,  1985.

PB MEETING CANCELLED
There will be no meeting of the Professorial Board on

Wednesday  as  there  is  insufficient  business.  The  next
meeting will be held on Wednesday June 24.

FILMMAKERS ON CAMPUS
An ABC Television Drama crew  will be on campus

for four days this week filming scenes for a forthcoming
series,  "Degrees of Change".

Much of the action for the pilot episode will be shot
around the Rotunda and in the Union.

Producer for the series is well-known Australian actor
Bud  Tingwell  and  stars  likely  to  be  seen  around  the
University  from  time will  include  Robyn  Nevin,  Nina
Landris   and   George   Mallaby.   About   30   Monash
students will take part as extras.

FREE FIREWOOD
A  number  of diseased  gum  trees  along  the  western

boundary of the campus are being cut down.
The wood will be cut into convenient lengths and left

stacked  along  the  side  of Ring  Road West.  It  will  be
available free to ady University people prepared to cart
it away.

I}OOK DISPLAY
Brenda Niall (Department of English) will speak on

"Ethel Turner, Mary Grant Bruce and their Publishers"

in the Conference Room,  Main Library,  at 8  p.in.  on
Wednesday, May 27.

The  meeting,  arranged  by  the  Friends  of  Monash
University Library, is being held in conjunction with the
current exhibition of books by the two authors donated
by Mr Lindsay Shaw.

SEMINAR FOR THE DISABLED
Parking  and  Personal  Mobility  is  the  theme  of the

seminar    to    be    held    in    recognition    of   the    1981
International Year of Disabled Persons at Monash on
Wednesday.

Speakers  at the seminar,  which begins at  10 a.in.  in
the Cellar Room, Union, will include the State Minister
for Health,  Mr Borthwick,  and the Minister for Local
Government, Mr Crozier.

Joint sponsors of the seminar are Disabled Motorists
(Victoria) and Acrod Victorian Access Committee.



`WORLD PEACE WORKING PLAN'

The  I lth  International  Conference  on  World  Peace
Working Plan (ICWP) will be held in Japan from July
10-14,1981,  with the theme -``Modernisation:   Asian
Perspectives''.

The purpose of the conference is stated to be:
I . To promote friendships and peaceful co-operation

among Asian free nations during the potentially chaotic
l980s.

2.   To   contribute   to   the   modernisation   of  Asian
nations   by   presenting   the   Japanese   modernisation
experience as a model.

3.  To examine the institutions of politics, economics,
technology  and  education  in  relation  to  culture,  thus
promoting mutual understanding among Asian nations.

Correspondence   about   the   conference   should   be
directed    to:    Jun-Ichiro    Owaki,    Secretary-General,
Professors  world  Peace  Academy,  Room  907  Kioicho
TBR    Building,     5-7    Koji-Machi,    CHIYODA-KU
TOKYO  102,  JAPAN.

ENGINEERING SEMINARS
The    department    of    Mechanical    Engineering

announces  two  forthcoming seminars to which visitors
are invited:

The first, on Friday, May 29, will be given by Mr Jack
Stecki,  on  ``Application of Ferrographic techniques of
wear debris analysis to prediction of machine failures".
This  will be given in  Room 203/5  at 3.30 p.in.

On June 5 (at 2 p.in. in E5) Dr L.L. Koss will review
work done over the past  18 months in investigating the
noise radiated by a  170 kN punch press.

Further   information   from   Miss   J.F.   Jones   (ext.
3545).

ABORIGINAL STUDIES LECTURE
Professor    Geoffrey    Blainey,     University    of

Melbourne,  will  speak  on  ``What  do Aborigines think
of l9th Century Australia?" in the first of the Monash
Aboriginal  Studies  Lecture  series  for  2nd  term.  The
series embraces the theme History and   Racism.

Professor  Blainey  will  speak   in  R6  at   I   p.in.   on
Thursday,  June 4.

MIGRANT STUDIES SEMINAR
Professor  Erie   Hawkins,   recently  Director  of  the

Language  Teaching  Centre,  University  of  York,  will
give    a    seminar    on    "Modern    languages    in    the
curriculum"  at Monash next Monday.

The seminar is the first in the 2nd term series arranged
by  the  Monash  Centre  for  Migrant  Studies.  It  will  be
held in R3 at 7.30 p.in. Further information: Dr Gil Best
(ext.  2825),  Mr  John MCKay (2925).

MATERIALS, NOT MECHANICAL
Seetoh Ying Lock, who recently won the first Annual

Student Award provided by the International Precious
Metals Institute of New York, was last year an honours
student   in   Materials   Engineering   at   Monash,    not
Mechanical  Engineering  as  reported  in  Sound  11-81.
Gary Seetoh,  as he is better known,  was supervised by
Dr Richard Jago.

PROTEST ON EL SALVADOR
The   Staff  Association   of  Monash  University   has

expres-sed  concern  at   ``the  repressi;-e  record"   of  the
=1

presenrgovernment in EI Salvador - "being especially
disturbed   by   the   murders   of   University   staff   and
students   and   the   brutal   army   intervention   against
educational institutions at all levels".

SAMU,  at  a  general  meeting  on  April  29,  passed  a
motion  calling  on  the Federal Government  "t6  review
its attitude of support for United States policy towards
EI   Salvador   and   itself   to   give   no   assistance   to   a
government continuing such reprehensible activities".

GRANT APPLICATIONS INVITED
Reserve Bank:

The  Reserve  Bank  is  inviting applications  for  1982 research grants
to support research into economic and financial topics relevant to the
Australian   economy.   The   Bank   is   also   inviting   applications   for
Fellowships  in  Economic  Policy,  for  research  on  applied  aspects  of
Australia's economic  policy.

Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  Mrs  P.  Mahon  (ext.
3073).

Applications  for  Grants  and  Fellowships  should  be  sent  via  the
Dean for endorsement to Mr B.D.  Shields,  by Friday, June  19,1981.

***

Kidney Foundation:

Applications   are   invited    for    1982   research   grants-in-aid   and
research scholarships with the Australian Kidney Foundation.

Further information and application forms are available from Mrs
P.  Mahon  (ext.  3073).

Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.  Shields  (grants-in-aid)  and  Mr
D.J.  Kelly  (scholarships)  on  Friday  June  5,1981.

***

Associated   Brewers
Applications  are  invited  for  1982  Australian  Associated  Brewers'

research grants-in-aid,  research fellowships and scholarships.

Further  information  can  be  obtained  from  Mrs  P.  Mahon,  ext.
3073.

Applications    close    with    Mr    D.J.     Kelly    (fellowships    and
scholarships) and Mr B.D. Shields (grants-in-aid) on Friday, June  19.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

ENGINEERING
Mechanical Engineering - Senior Tutor in Solid Mechanics

MEDICINE
Medical    School    (Alfred    Hosp.)    -    Research    Assistant;
Physiology -Research Assistant Gr.  I.

GENERAL
EDUCATION

Registered Nurses (part-time)

ENGINEERING
Mechanical Engineering - Electronics Engineer

MEDICINE
Anatomy - Sen. Technical Officer A - Electron
Microscopy; Physiology - Laboratory Technician -jun. or sen.

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application
to Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed
to   extension   2047,   clerical   positions   to   2038,   and   technical
positions to 2055.

Authorised  I)y K.W.  Bennetts.  Information Officer


