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$243,050  GRANT FOR BIOETHICS STUDY
The Monash University Centre for Human Bioethics has received a special initiative grant for $243,050 for a three-

y®ar study entitled  `Bioethical  issues  in the use of foetal tissue,  in vitro human gametes and embryos'.

The  grant,  from  the  National  Health  and  Medical
Research   Council,   has   been   made   to   the   centre's
chairman,   Professor  John  Swan,  as  director  of  the
interdisciplinary project.

The three principal research areas will be supervised
by  Dr  Margaret  Brumby  (scientific),  Dr  Helga  Kuhse
(ethical) and Professor Louis Waller (legal),  assisted in
each case by Research Fellows and with the backing of
an advisory panel.

The project does not involve research on animals or
humans.   It  is  concerned  with  the  ethical  and  legal
implications  of scientific and  clinical  studies  involving
human foetal tissues, human gametes and embryos.

The ethical study will attempt to analyse and evaluate
arguments  about  the  social  cost  and  benefits  of using
human embryos and gametes  for scientific and clinical
purposes.

In  the  legal  area,  researchers  will  identify  existing
rules  of statutory  and  common  law  which  may affect
research. They will examine cases where research issues
have   been   considered   by  courts,   and   formulate,   if
necessary,  proposals for changing the law.

NEW SCHEME T0 PROMOTE R&D
The  Federal  Government  has  set  up  a   `Teaching

Company  Scheme'  designed  to  link  tertiary  education
institutions with companies  for collaborative industrial
research and development.

The scheme will be established under the Minister for
Industry,   Technology  and  Commerce,   Senator  John
Button,  and its principal aims will be to:

*Raise  industrial  performance  through  the  effective

and long term use of academic knowledge and skills.
*Improve  manufacturing  methods  by  the  effective

implementation of advanced technology.
*Stimulate    industry's    interest,     investment    and

capability  in  R&D  as  a  means  to  increased  industrial
performance.

*Give academic staff a sound knowledge of industry

to enhance the relevance of their research and teaching
to the needs of industry.

*Provide talented graduates with training for careers

in industry.
The    Department    of    Industry,    Technology    and

Commerce  is  now  seeking  expressions  of  interest  for
participation    in    the    scheme.    Interested    academics
should,  in the  first instance,  write to Dr J.  V.  Turner,
Tertiary  Institution  Projects,  Technology  Commercial

isation  Branch,  TDD,  PO  Box  65,  Belconnen,  ACT
2616,  providing:

I.  A   brief  preliminary   outline   of  their   proposed
R&D project.

2.  The  name  and  address  of  any  preferred  R&D
Partner.

3.  An indication of whether an appropriate Research
Associate has yet been identified.

4.  A   statement   of   whether   they   have   corporate
authority for participating in the scheme.

All  information  will  be  treated  as  `commercial-in-
confidence'.

PRO-VICE-CHANCELLOR REAPPOINTHD
Professor Mal Logan has been reappointed Pro-Vice-

Chancellor  for  a  further  two-year  term  beginning  on
March  15,  1985.

This time it will be a full-time appointment, reflecting
the  steadily  increasing  workload  falling  on  the  Vice-
Chancellor's office.

Professor Logan had originally been appointed to a .5
fractional    position,    sharing    his    time    with    the
department   of   Geography,   and   this   was   increased
earlier  this  year  to  .7.  The Vice-Chancellor,  Professor
Martin,  told  Council  last  week  that  the  position  had
now been reached where it was important that Professor
Logan should take on a full-time commitment.

GERIATRIC MEDICINE CHAIR APPROVED
Monash is to establish a Chair of Geriatric Medicine,

to  be  held  conjointly  with  the  post  of  Director  of
Geriatric Medicine at Caulfield Hospital.

Council    agreed    to    the    proposal    last    week.    A
submission   from   the   Dean   of   Medicine,   Professor
Graeme Schofield,  tabled at the meeting,  said that one
of  the  major  difficulties  confronting  western  societies
was  the  resolution  of  the  most  appropriate  way  of
responding   to   the   consequences   of   a   progressive
increase in the average age of the community.

The   problem,   Professor   Schofield   said,   was   an
especially   significant   one   for   medical   faculties   for
medical  students  who  graduate  today  may  expect  to
practise  in  a  community  in  which  there  is  one  elderly
person   (65   and   over)   for   each  two   persons  in  the
work force (18-65).

The   submission   envisaged   the   establishment   of  a
Geriatric Centre playing a central role as a co-ordinating
body, operating in at least six areas:          Continued overleaf
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1.   Information    dissemination    to    local    general
medical  practitioners,   who  are  able  to  provide
primary  care   and   also   provide  the  initial  link
between an aged person and a support system.

2.The    direct    provision    of    support    services,
especially  more  specialised  support  services  such
as day hospitals or linen services.

3  . Co-ordination of access to specialised hospital or
nursing home accomodation.

4  . Co-ordination  of  community  services  including
day nursing and provision of meals.

5  . Assessment   of  the   service   needs   of  individual
elderly persons.

6 . Co-ordination of future planning.

CHANCELLOR'S PORTRAIT
Council last week agreed to commission artist Clifton

Pugh to paint a portrait of the Chancellor,  Sir George
Lush,  on behalf of the University.

IVF PROPOSAL DEFERRED
Council has deferred until the new year consideration

of  a  proposal  to  commercialise  the  IVF  process  (see
SOUND 31-84).

The Finance Committee reported that it had pursued
discussions  with  the  proposers  of the  scheme  but  had
not  within  the  time  available  been  able  to` develop  a
proposal    that    it    could    submit    to    Council    with
confidence.

Council  also  considered  a  paper  presented  by  the
Director of the Centre for Human Bioethics, Professor
Singer,  and  resolved  that  the  negotiating  team  should
give  serious  consideration  to  a  number  of  provisions
contained in that report.

WONDER IN ALEXLAND
"Alice  in  Wonderland"  will  be  the  school  holiday

attraction    at   the   Alexander   Theatre   in   the   new
year-and it promises to rank among the great annual
pantomimes  that  the  theatre  has  produced  over  the
years.

In the cast will be Therese Borg as Alice; Bill Binks as
Cook,  Mad  Hatter,  and  Caterpillar;  Alan  Lovett  as
Duchess,   Dormouse   and   2nd   White   Rabbit;   Peter
Harbinson  as  Tweedledee  and  the  Queen  of  Hearts;
Geoff Jenkins  as  White  Rabbit;  Stephen  MCLardie  as
Cheshire  Cat,  March  Hare  and  Gryphon;  and  David
Ashton  as  Tweedledum,  Humpty  Dumpty  and  Mock
Turtle.

The season opens on Thursday,  January 3,  and will
play daily at 10 a.in. and 2 p.in. (Saturdays 2 p.in. only)
until January 26.

Admission:  adults $7.90, children $5.90. Concessions
available.  Book  by  mail,  by  phone  on  Bankcard  (543
2255) or in person at the theatre box office.

Footnote: The Vice-Chancellor this week received the
following letter from an Alexander admirer in Tyabb:

"I  am  writing  to  say how  much  my children  and  I

enjoy the `Saturday Club'. We have only been members
for a year and plan to remain so for a long time! It is so
refreshing  these  days  to  find  such  a group  of talented
and    delightful    people    so    dedicated    to    pure
entertainment for children.

.<     "Many, many thanks. Keep up the great work."

AND A WORD FROM THE VC .  .  .
May I, in this last issue of SOUND for 1984, express

my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  University  for  the
support and encouragement they have given in the past
year.

We are about to embark on a new triennium and, as I
have   said   in   a   number   of   different   contexts,   the
prospects are little brighter than they have been in the
past several years.

Nevertheless,  I remain optimistic for the future,  and
am confident that we are now so well established that we
can meet any challenge presented to us. A particularly
encouraging  sign  came  late  in  the  year  with  the  news
that  Monash  next  year  will  be  sharing  in  five  very
valuable program  grants-two  from ARGS  and three
from NH&MRC.

I wish you  all  a happy Christmas  and a prosperous
New Year.

Ray Martin,
Vice-Chancellor

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

MEDICINE
Pharmacology-Junior Technical Assistant

SCIENCE
Physics-Technical Officer A

ECOPS
Economics-Lecturer, Fixed-term 3 yrs; Stenographer Gr 2; Word
Processing/Stenographer Gr I

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor, University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 4047,  clerical positions to 4038,  and technical positions to
4055.

All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from
Staff Branch.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer


