
There is lots to update you on
about the CCS Care Program!
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What a year!
We are looking forward to continued success
in 2022.

"I am so pleased to announce that the CARE
Program will be funded for another year. This

reflects the value the program has brought to both
the  

Central Clinical School and our community
members since launching in only March this year."

Dr. Catherine Carmichael, Chair and Co-Founder
of CARE

 

I think most of us came into 2021 with motivation and
optimism for better times ahead following the explosion of
COVID-19 during 2020. Little did we realise this year,
2021, would challenge us yet again. However, the human
spirit prevailed and we have pivoted our way
through keeping the community safe by keeping our
distance. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks for
your contributions to the CARE program and our research
work throughout the year. The Christmas season is the
perfect time of year to let you know how much we
appreciate you being part of the CARE program. I look
forward to continuing to work with you in 2022!

We are particularly proud of all our CARE members -
consumers, researchers and committee members alike
- who have found a way to create, build and contribute to
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this program. It has not been easy, but in reflecting over
the last 9 months, together, we have achieved a lot!

We have:

Welcomed 40 community members into the program
Inducted 14 biomedical researchers into the program
Established 17 CARE partnerships
Delivered the free, Blood not Bone Marrow webinar
to more than 300 industry and community members
Expanded from the Australian Centre for Blood
Diseases to the entire 
 Central Clinical School
Secured funding to the keep the program running into
2022
Kept industry and the community informed of what we
are doing through our twitter account (follow us
@ccs_cares)

 

 

We are also very proud to present our website!

We built this with help from you, the CARE community, so
we can share the amazing work our community is
achieving. You can visit our refreshed website here!

Thank you to those who attended the focus group in
October. Your contributions and feedback have enhanced
the content and accessibility of the website.
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Details:

Thursday  17/2/2022
5.30pm - 7pm

The event will take place both as an online Webinar and a
face to face event, at the Alfred Precinct in Melbourne
(COVID-19 Permitting).

Find out more

Free Event!

Myeloproliferative Neoplasms 
Towards Precision Diagnosis

Myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPNs) are a group of related slow-
growing blood cancers that are characterized by excess production
of mature blood cell types, such as red blood cells (PV), platelets
(ET) and white blood cells (CML, CNL, etc.).

Next Generation Sequencing (NGS), or ‘panel testing’, in addition
to single gene testing for driver mutations, is playing an increasingly
critical role in diagnosis, prognosis and treatment decisions for
patients with MPNs. NGS can find the driver mutation that is
responsible for initiation of the disease, but can also find additional
mutations responsible for progression of disease of mutations that
predict future progression. There are a large number of these
genes, so panel testing for all of them at once is the cheapest and
fastest way to find such mutations. NGS is critical for making
informed decisions about clinical trial options and for fast tracking
allogeneic bone marrow transplantation, if required. NGS testing is
not currently rebated by the PBS but needs to be so that all patients
can receive the best advice to inform critical decisions about their
care.
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Alfred Research Alliance 
Video Showcase 2021

To celebrate Alfred Health Week, 21 researchers were
asked to tell us a little bit more about their research, and
how it will improve health outcomes for all Australians. 

We are very proud to report that a few of our very own
CARE community members used their consumer voices
to create the shortlist! You can watch the showcase on
the Alfred Research Alliance Website.
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Read more about Associate Professor Ross
Dickins and his team here! 

Congratulations to our CARE researcher
A/Prof. Ross Dickins and his team!

A promising approach to the treatment of acute myeloid leukaemia
(AML) has been discovered by A/Prof. Ross Dickins and his team
at the Australian Centre for Blood Diseases.

AML is a type of cancer that affects immature progenitor cells
(which haven't yet differentiated into a specialised white blood cell
type) living in bone marrow.

Some AML therapies cause the immature leukaemia cells to
differentiate into mature cells that are cleared away by the body.

In a study published in Nature Communications, the team were
able to show that AML cells in mice can mature into multiple mature
myeloid lineages, and depending what type they become, will
influence disease outcomes. Neutrophils don't contribute to residual
disease, being short-lived. Eosinophils live longer and are resistant
to therapy.
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Watch the webinar here!

Webinar - Blood Not Bone Marrow?

The potential role for blood testing to improve multiple
myeloma diagnosis and therapy

On 7 October we hosted the free webinar, Blood not Bone
Marrow. More than 200 industry and community members
attended on the night with more than 30 questions
submitted to our panel. 

We explored a new innovative alternative approach to aid
multiple myeloma diagnosis and therapy called liquid
biopsy, which can transform therapeutic options for
patients. 

 
 

We're on Twitter!

Keep up to date with our latest news,
events, interesting information & meet the

team! 
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We welcome participation by all community
members impacted by the medical conditions

we study.

We are currently seeking community representatives to
join specific research projects.

Sign Up Here!

Your ideas really matter

Your ideas and feedback are the best way for us to
improve. They will tell us how we can continue to build the
best possible consumer engagement program.

 

You can give feedback at this link any time!

 

Tweet with Us!

 

 

 

Together we can work towards improved medical
outcomes.

Ange and the CARE Committee 
CARE Program, Central Clinical School 
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences
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University is committed to improving its processes and systems to
support a privacy framework that is consistent with the GDPR

approach, and steps towards this transition are well underway. If
you have any questions about how Monash University is collecting
and handling your personal information, please contact our Data
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