
 
 

 

 

 

The joy of figures 
 

Rebecca Lay 
Course graduated from: BSc/BComm 

Year of Graduation: 2004 
Job: senior business analyst for the global 
resources giant MMG 

Career: Accountant, then assistant manager, 
audit group KPMG; senior accountant, Zinifex 
Reflection: “To quote Albert Einstein: ‘Learn 
from yesterday, live for today, hope for 
tomorrow. The important thing is to not stop 
questioning.’” 

 

 

“Never lock in what you want 
to be. Remain open to 
possibilities.” 

When Rebecca Lay was six and restless during 
a restaurant meal, her science teacher father 
would give her a work sheet of simple maths problems 
to keep her entertained. 
 
Twenty-five years later, she’s still happily working with 
figures – but as a senior business analyst for the global 
resources giant MMG, which has zinc, copper and 
precious metal mines in Australia, Laos and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  
  
Mining job an unexpected boon 
 
"Back at school, if you'd told me that, at 31, I'd have 
three kids and be working for a mining company in a 
senior position, I wouldn't have believed it," says Lay. 
 
Accordingly, she would advise undergraduates to 
"never lock in what you want to be. Remain open to 
possibilities." She would like to remind them to aim for 
a career in which they worked hard but still retained 
work-life balance. 
 
In year 12 Lay had been thinking of a commerce-law 
degree, but changed to science-commerce so that she 
could teach science if her plans for a business career 
fell apart. She did a psychology major in her science 

degree to make human resources an extra option.  
After university she landed a job at KPMG, where she 
joined a 500-member auditing team. Her commerce 
degree's accounting major was the key factor, 
although her science degree helped when she audited 
scientifically-related companies such as the mining 
company Zinifex.  
 
"You'd be reading management reports about what 
was happening at different sites and periodic table 
symbols would often appear." 
 
Zinifex later hired her – a decision she believes was 
influenced by both her double degree and her science 
background. 
 
Working on mergers and acquisitions 
 
Lay had been at MMG for two years when she had her 
first child. On returning from maternity leave in 2011, 
she applied to move from the finance area into 
mergers and acquisitions. 
 
"In my time there we made the $1.2 billion acquisition 
of the Anvil copper mine in the DRC.  
“I was working with a lot of technical people, doing 
financial modelling on potential targets, working 

out tonnes mined and needing to discuss ‘grades' and 
'recoverability'." 
 
Science helped with technical language 
 
Lay’s training in science helped her understand the 
language used by technical specialist colleagues, she 
says. 
 
“I could grasp the concepts quickly – and that gives you 
confidence,” she says.  
 
Lay has worked three days a week since giving birth to 
twins in 2012 and is now back in finance and focussing 
on accumulating more skills in that area. 
 

 

 


