
 

 

 

 

 

 

A film maker’s deep 
love of science 

Natasha Pincus 
Course graduated from: BSc (Hons) in 
microbiology and law 

Year of graduation: 2000 

Job: Film-maker 

Career: Part-time lab chemist and law faculty 
tutor turned maker of hit rock videos, 
writer/producer/ director of short films, feature 
screenplay writer and director 

Reflection: “Scientists used to be esteemed as 
the wisest people around. And I think that’s 
coming back. .. We are scared about our future 
and we are going to start looking again to 
scientists for guidance.” 

“People say I still talk like a 
scientist. Science has 
formed a big part of who I am 
even if I no longer wear a lab 

coat.” 

These days Natasha Pincus is best known as the 

filmmaker who made the multi-award winning video 

clip of Gotye’s chart-topping hit song “Somebody That I 

Used To Know”.  

But, back in her days as a Monash science student, 

Pincus looked set for a career in molecular 

microbiology. 

A love of Science from childhood  

Her love affair with science was evident when she was 

10 and reading Gray’s Anatomy. Anatomy and 

physiology remained her focus until a university 

“science” day encounter introduced her to 

microbiology. 

Her undergraduate years were spent living and 

breathing science in an intense “study trio” with two 

fellow students. 

“We were dreaming up experiments, solving problems 

and asking questions - making notes and writing on 

walls.” 

Pincus then did her honours year project in Professor 

John Davies’ lab, working on mutations in the DNA of 

two of the more unpleasant members of the Neisseria 

bug family: neisseria gonorrhoeae and Neisseria 

meningitidis, responsible for gonorrhoea and 

meningitis respectively. Enthralled by the work, she 

stayed on in that lab as a part-timer, after finishing her 

degree. 

By then she had started studying law – an academic 

area she viewed as the perfect complement to science. 

“One is the laws of nature and the other is the laws of 

civilisation,” explains Pincus, 35. “To me you can’t be a 

complete person without knowing both.”  

She then embarked on a third career as a film-maker 

and screenwriter. 

 A third career in film making  

But Pincus would advise any undergraduate who is 

undecided on a career to study science.  

“People don’t realise how useful science is. It’s a 

danger to see it just vocationally. You want to do 

science so you can become a better person.”  

She certainly hasn’t left science behind on her journey 

into the creative arts.  

Screenwriting, she explains, is a kind of science, 

replete with formulae, strict rules and problem solving, 

while video editing is also a quasi-scientific process.  

“You are holding so much in your mind at one time. 

Every time you make one change, you are trying to 

remember how it affects the balance of the whole.”  

Even in her most cinematic moments, Pincus has found 

herself calling on skills honed during her science degree. 

From Science to Gotye 

Her now world-famous Gotye video, for example, 

involved body painting and complex stop motion 

cinematography, in which the camera stops while an 

object or performer is added or subtracted from the 

scene. The intense three-day shoot, “an exercise in 

patience and dedication and precision”, was like a 

science experiment.  

“The lab environment taught me about multi-tasking and 

finding practical solutions to academic problems,” she 

says.  

“And that’s what film-making is.” 


