
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Science the ticket to 
world for professor   
 
 

Carmel McNaught 
Course graduated from: BSc (Hons), majoring 
in Chemistry 

Year of graduation: 1971 

Career: Senior Monash tutor in chemistry; Chair 

professor and director of the Centre for Learning 

Enhancement And Research (CLEAR) at The 

Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK); 

Emeritus Professor at CUHK; International 

speaker.  

 

“The science degree 
definitely left me with a logic, 
the ability to hone logical 
pathways and to get to the 

essence of something.” 

Science for Carmel McNaught started in earnest the 

day she sat down with the headmistress of her 

Catholic girls’ school for a career talk in year 10. 

Carmel fancied going on with history and maths. 

“Nonsense!” said the headmistress. “You’re far too 

smart. You’ll be doing the sciences.” 

Carmel liked studying science subjects in matric and 

then at Monash, where she appreciated the logic of 

mathematics, the law-driven exactitude of physics as it 

was taught in the sixties, and the beauty of molecular 
structure. She studied under a teaching studentship, 

met and married a fellow chemistry student, sailed 

through honours in theoretical chemistry, added a Dip 

Ed and then Masters in education. 

Logical pathways lead to success 

“The science degree definitely left me with a logic, the 

ability to hone logical pathways and to get to the 

essence of something,” says Carmel. “It also taught 

me problem-solving and scientific literacy, which is a 

great advantage.”   
Science was a fine foundation but Carmel was “more 

interested in people than electrons” and in education.  

In the 40 years that followed she has been employed 

in university education in Australasia, southern Africa 

and the UK. It’s been a rich, varied and adventurous 

time. 

From Rhodesia to South Africa 

Early on, Carmel taught at Monash as a senior tutor in 

chemistry. She moved to Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) in 

1976 with her first husband when the country was in 

the midst of the civil war that led to independence, 

teaching science at the University of Rhodesia. The 

family moved to South Africa in the 1980s and she 

completed her PhD there, investigating the effects of 

‘linguistic distance between Zulu and English’ on 

students’ learning of science. 
She worked again on cultural approaches to learning 

when she became a chair professor and director of the 

Centre for Learning Enhancement And Research 

(CLEAR) at The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

(CUHK) in 2002. She retired from CUHK as Emeritus 
Professor in 2012. 
A well-known international speaker, she has sat on 18 

international editorial boards and has authored over 

300 academic publications. 

Yet for all her accomplishments vocationally, she 

stresses that you can be both a successful woman and 

have a family. Re-married, she is proud of her blended 

family of four children, and the beginnings of a tribe 

(hopefully) of grandchildren. 

Carmel now lives between Hong Kong; London, where 

she’s a visiting professor at University College London; 

Singapore, where husband David works, and the 

couple’s house in suburban Melbourne.  

 

 

 


