
Head of School’s Message
Rob Pike
Welcome to the fourth edition of The Microtome. My term as Head of 
Biological Sciences is very near to completion. The whole year seems to have 
flashed by, but I am so pleased and proud of the progress made by the 
School this year. As you will see in this edition of the newsletter, many of our 
indices of success are on the up, which is fantastic to see. Such success is 
built on the good work of all, including all of the staff, students and previous 
leaders of the School. 

I note here with some sadness that Ross Thompson will be leaving the School 
early in the New Year to take up a chair at the University of Canberra. Ross 
has been a tremendous staff member within the School and his leaving has 
caused sleepless nights for Steven Chown and myself, but ultimately his offer 
from Canberra was too good for him to refuse. The incredible offer he received is testament to the 
outstanding work that Ross has achieved as a member of the School and we wish him all the very best for 
his move. 

I would like to express my sincere and heartfelt thanks to ALL in the School who have made this an enjoyable 
year for me. It has truly been a wonderful experience and I have learned a great deal, especially from Scott 
O’Neill in his position as the Dean of Science. The staff and students of the School of Biological Sciences are 
outstanding and I am sure that the School has a bright future under the leadership of Steven Chown. I would 
also like to thank Steven for being remarkably adaptable as we have moved through this transition period; 
what could have been an awkward and difficult experience has been a remarkably calm and pleasant one!

Finally, I would like to wish everyone in the School, and their families, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!  
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Professor Robert Pike has a substantial scientific 
profile. Based on a broad range of work in 
biochemistry, his outputs are both considerable and 
fascinating. Proteinase biochemistry is not the only 
subject that has captured his interest, but it has 
certainly benefited substantially from his insights.

For many in the School of Biological Sciences, the 
substantial, research-based body of knowledge Rob 
has generated will not be the profile they have in 
their minds. The closest they might have come to his 
research area is through joint courses or via third-
party collaboration. Rather, what Rob is most widely known for is his role in 
2012 as the Acting Head of School.

It’s no secret that Biological Sciences has gone through tremendous change in 
the past few years, associated with its review and the changing environment 
of the Faculty of Science. By its very nature, change brings turbulence and 
uncertainty. In 2011, Rob was asked to step into this environment to help 
make the flow laminar, and settle the School down to a new phase of more 
certain, energetic growth.

The effect has been tremendous. Rob has brought to the School the valuable 
combination of a fine understanding of what it takes to run a successful 
academic organisation, a tremendous grasp of the functioning of Monash 
University, and a straight-talking attitude that is both refreshing and engaging. 
Moreover, he has the rare ability to combine empathetically an understanding 
of what’s good for the business with what’s good for the individuals who 
constitute it. 

A message from Steven Chown

Proteinase biochemist catalyses transitions in the School of 
Biological Sciences

In combination with his energy and enthusiasm, these characteristics have catalysed a transition in the School that few 
might have predicted would be so productive, smooth and powerful. He has brought to the fore the real strengths of the 
School. Using a well-crafted blend of strategy, leadership and in-depth knowledge of the environment he has made 
everyone pay attention.  And, not only those on the outside of the School. Rather, he has helped re-establish the 
organisational self-confidence that almost inevitably declines during the more difficult parts of any transition.

My first interaction with Rob was during a brief meeting over lunch with the Dean. I had been advised previously that 
among all the many useful allies one might make at Monash, Rob was high amongst them. Within the first hour I was 
convinced. Now, five months later, and after many formal and informal meetings, my conviction is even stronger. It is a 
true pleasure working with someone of Rob’s calibre.

At the end of 2012 the School of Biological Sciences will bid farewell to Rob, at least as its Head. He is off to a new role, as 
Deputy Dean (Academic Planning) in the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences. We hope that through this role 
the interaction with the School will continue. There’s much scope for collaboration, in all kinds of ways. In consequence, 
we look forward to a new relationship with Rob. Nonetheless, we also understand that his new tasks will take him away 
from routine thought about how Biological Sciences is doing. There’ll be an asymmetry here, though. Many of us will 
continue to think regularly about Rob as we come to appreciate more deeply the exceptional service he has done for the 
School of Biological Sciences.

Thank you, Rob. Your contributions are richly appreciated. To use an expression from elsewhere: Hamba kahle!

Steven Chown 

Incoming Head – School of Biological Sciences

The Microtome 
aims to showcase all that is great 
about the School of Biological 
Sciences at Monash.

We are looking for good news 
stories such as:

•	 New research and/or 
publications

•	 Teaching innovations or good 
news stories

•	 Grant successes
•	 New staff
•	 Ph.D. completions and 

reports

And interest pieces such as:

•	 Conference or workshop 
reports or advertisements

•	 Seminar advertisements
•	 Fabulous photographs or 

images - including Photo of 
the Month entries

•	 Congratulations

If you have anything you would 
like to add to the bi-monthly 
Microtome, please send it to:

sci-biol-newsletter@monash.
edu



Next time you visit the school office take a look at the opposite wall. In the entrance hall to the Head of School 
office you’ll notice a watercolour entitled Adaptive Radiation. The painting has been mounted on that wall since 
1964 and is a familiar sight to SBS staff and students. 

In 1962 Professor A.J. Marshall commissioned Adaptive Radiation from three time Archibald Prize winner and 
Officer of the Order of Australia Clifton Pugh (1924-1990). In 1964, two additional Pugh paintings were acquired 
by the University. Two Foxes was mounted on the 3rd floor of the Menzies Building while Dingo and Drought 
was acquired by Chemistry for the foyer (I went on the hunt for these paintings but it seems that for now at 
least they have been lost to the chaos of Monash renovations).

Adaptive Radiation was initially designed to be used as a teaching panel for students. If you look closely at the 
waterbirds featured in the painting you may notice slight variances in bill size and form. Throughout his career 
Pugh maintained strong links with his Australian heritage. After taking a sabbatical across the Nullarbor Plain, 
Pugh’s works began to feature Australian wildlife more and more. He was close friends with Jock Marshall, who 
may have influenced the environmentalist tone of his pieces. Clifton 
painted the scene of Adaptive Radiation at Anderson’s Inlet near 
Inverloch, Victoria.

Ownership of the piece became a point of contention between 
the School of Biological Sciences (then the Department of Zoology) 
and the university. However, since the painting was commissioned 
from departmental funds Sir Louis Matheson agreed that it should 
remain in the possession and care of the School. Any venue wishing 
to display the painting must obtain permission from the school first. 
However, a close observer would notice that the painting is nailed 

firmly into place. Lucky for us Adaptive 
Radiation isn’t going anywhere!

The artistic side of Adaptive Radiation 

Adaptive Radiation by Clifton Pugh

Another Pugh work entitled The Shooting of 
Wild Dogs (1958)

“Art must be indigenous...arising out of the environment and background of a particular place and time. 
This could be nationalistic but I prefer to call it geographical art.” Clifton Pugh (1959)

Farewell to Patrick Baker
Patrick Baker will be starting his new job as an ARC Future Fellow and Associate Professor of Silviculture 
and Forest Ecology in the Department of Forest and Ecosystem Science in the Melbourne School of Land 
and Environment at the University of Melbourne this month. 
We wish Patrick the best of luck in his new role!



Copper homeostasis in vinegar flies

My PhD project maintained the Burke laboratory focus of ‘heavy metal 
homeostasis’. It was an investigation into copper homeostasis in Drosophila. 
All animals require the essential biometal copper as an enzymatic cofactor 
for processes as diverse as energy production, free radical detoxification 
and pigmentation. The human body has an absolute need for copper but 
also must provide protection against toxicity.  Therefore each cell produces 
a set of copper homeostasis proteins that are required for copper to enter 
the cell, be utilised and then be removed.  In mammalian cells, the hCtr1 and the Cu-ATPases have been identified as the 
primary transport proteins for import and export of copper respectively. While the basic role of each copper transporter 
has been identified, many questions remain in regard to their regulation, localisation and tissue specific function. 
Drosophila, which in recent years has emerged as an alternative model for research into metal homeostasis, was used to 
further investigate these questions due to the high molecular conservation of key copper transporters and their 
mammalian homologs.  

My project primarily aimed to explore copper absorption in midgut tissue and to determine its importance to distribution 
of the nutrient throughout the organism. The second and third aims explored the regulation of copper homeostasis at the 

PhD Completion – Timothy Binks

The Pre-PhD Era

I became interested in undertaking further study in genetics while 
completing my undergraduate Bachelor of Science at Monash. At the time, I 
felt that an honours degree would be a good way to gain insight into the 
world of research and improve my future job prospects. I completed an 
honours project under the supervision of Richard Burke in 2007 and was 
introduced to the world of copper transport in Drosophila melanogaster. 
During that year, I became more interested in a research career and 
decided to begin my PhD with the Burke laboratory in 2008.	

Investigating Drosophila midgut copper homeostasis and novel regulation mechanisms
Supervisor: Richard Burke

Above: Copper transporters at work in a 
Drosophila cell. Ctr1A and B uptake Cu2+ (yellow) 
into the cell. DmAtp7 transports Cu2+ into the 
golgi and the extracellular space. Cu2+ chaperones 
shuttle the ion to organelles within the cell.                                                                                                        
Left: Copper is an important factor in the 
pigmentation pathway, as demonstrated by a 
wildtype female fly (left) and a hypo-pigmentation 
phenotype associated with disrupted copper 
homeostasis in adult midline tissue (right).

cellular level by investigating copper transporter 
localisation sites as well as the roles of novel 
interacting proteins. Ctr1A and Ctr1B, orthologues 
of the human Ctr1, are the primary Drosophila 
copper import proteins and were suspected to be 
crucial for midgut absorption. However, it was 
revealed that concurrent midgut specific 
suppression of both genes in the same tissue does 
not impact upon viability. This implies that reduced 
copper entry into the midgut may be sufficient for 
survival, ie; Drosophila as a whole can compensate 
for low intestinal copper import or that there are 
other modes of uptake. It was also found that 
ectopic expression of Ctr1B causes lethality 
suggesting that this protein is the more efficient 
importer and results in copper-related toxicosis in 
both the midgut and lymphatic system. Localisation 
of both Ctr1A/B was predominantly at the apical 
membrane yet some was at the basolateral 
membrane implying that copper import back from 
the lymph was also possible. 

 In 2007 Tim was “...introduced to the world of copper 
transport in Drosophila melanogaster”



PhD Completion – Timothy Binks cont..

The PhD journey

Like all postgraduate study, there were ups and downs but overall completing a PhD 
was very fulfilling experience.  Completing my project allowed me to travel to 
Alghero, Italy, in 2010 to present my work at ‘Copper 10 – The 7th International 
Copper in Biology Meeting’. I’m very grateful that I was able to undertake my project 
with such an enthusiastic supervisor and amongst supportive students and staff.

Where am I now? 

As my project neared finalisation, I became more and more interested in how 
Australia’s science and research sector was governed. I decided to explore this 
interest and was accepted into the Australian Government Department of Industry, 
Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education Graduate program. My new 
position involves working with science, research and innovation policy, liaising with 
the research sector and running government programs. The role has been very 
interesting and allowed me gain an understanding of how the government and public 
service operate. The knowledge and experience gained from my PhD project has 
been extremely valuable in my new position.
Left: Tim Binks  - a very happy PhD student!

Grant Success
In a successful bid for grants this year Monash was awarded a 
total of 147 project, fellowship and equipment grants, including 
$68 million in project grants.

Congratulations to the following grant recipients from SBS:

ARC Discovery Grants
Rob Bryson-Richardson
“The integration of physical and genetic signals in cardiac 
development”
John Bowman and David Smyth
“Understanding the evolution of the alternation of generations in 
the land plant life cycle”
Bob Wong
“Gender bender: The impact of endocrine disrupting pollutants on 
sexual selection”
Ros Gleadow and Professor Birger L Møller of the University of 
Copenhagen
“More than defence: primary roles for cyanogenic glucosides”

DECRA (Discovery Early Career Award)
Celine Tasset
“Proteomic analysis of thermal response in plants”

University Interdisciplinary Grants scheme
Coral Warr and James Whistock (Biochemistry)
“Functional characterisation of the human proteome using 
Drosophila melanogaster”

PhD Awards and 
Scholarships

Congratulations to Katherine 
Harrisson and Hernan Morales 
for each being awarded 
Holsworth Wildlife Research 
Endowments in 2012. 
Katherine works on ‘Genomics 
for persistence of Australian 
freshwater fish’ while Hernan 
Morales has received the 
endowment for work on ‘Adaptive 
divergence, colour signaling, 
colour perception and selection 
in the Eastern Yellow Robin’.



The Research

At the School of Biological Sciences the O’Neill/McGraw research 
group is using the novel technique of infecting the mosquito vector, 
Aedes aegypti, with Wolbachia pipientis, a largely benign insect 
bacterium. Over recent years the group has been successful in 
shortening the life span of Aedes aegypti through infection with the 
Wolbachia strain wMelPop. Further research has revealed that the 
transmission of dengue to mosquito hosts is largely blocked in 
wMelPop mosquitoes. A similar result was observed after mosquito 
infection with another Wolbachia strain, wMel. The results from both 
strains were looking promising – so what was the next step? 

 

From laboratory to the field – Community Outreach and Field Trials

Communication and community engagement were key factors to the success of the next stage of the now internationally 
branded ‘Eliminate Dengue’ research program. The communications arm of the research group upped the ante by 
fostering community awareness and education for three years preceding initial field trials in Cairns in 2011. Phone surveys, 
community meetings, newsletters, press releases and door-to-door interviews were carried out in order to keep the public 
up to date on research progress and gauge public feeling towards Wolbachia Aedes aegypti field trials. When asked how 
supportive the Cairns locals had been regarding the imminent trails I was told that they were “incredibly supportive”. 
Surprisingly, one sight chosen for catch and release trials was Gordonvale – one of the initial sights of Cane Toad release. 
The acceptance demonstrated by the locals of Gordonvale for the Eliminate Dengue program stands testament to the 
strength of the prior research conducted by the research group and the ability of the communications arm to inform the 
populace of this research.    

The results of preliminary Queensland field trials, conducted in caged facilities that simulated the natural habitat of  Aedes 
aegypti, were published in Walker et al. (2011) and paved the way for a 16 week open field trial using wMel Wolbachia in 
January 2011 in the north Queensland communities of Yorkeys Knob and Gordonvale – the results of this study can be 
found in Hoffman et al. (2012). Continued monitoring has revealed that wMel has been maintained at a high frequency 
(almost 100%) in Aedes aegypti at these sites. Shortly after the conclusion of the first release trial, a second trial using 
wMelPop Wolbachia was also carried out at Machans Beach and Babinda.

Eliminate Dengue – bringing science to the public

In 2003 the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced the Grand Challenges in Global Health – this is an 
amtious worldwide effort to address 16 major global health challenges, using multi-disciplinary approaches (see 
www.grandchallenges.org for more information). One challenge, to develop a biological strategy to incapacitate 
disease-transmitting insect populations, was taken up by Scott O’Neill and Beth McGraw who received one of the 
45 grants handed out by the Foundation. The result? A promising undertaking in the fight against dengue fever 
that is now set to become a global initiative. 

A subset of papers from Eliminate Dengue: Our Challenge

van den Hurk AF, Hall-Mendelin S, Pyke AT, Frentiu FD, McElroy K, Day A, Higgs S, O’Neill SL (2012) Impact of 
Wolbachia on Infection with Chikungunya and Yellow Fever Viruses in the Mosquito Vector Aedes aegypti. PLoS Negl 
Trop Dis 6(11), e1892.

Hoffmann AA, Montgomery BL, Popovici J, Iturbe-Ormaetxe I, Johnson PH, Muzzi F, Greenfield M, Durkan M, Leong 
YS, Dong Y, Cook H, Axford J, Callahan AG, Kenny N, Omodei C, McGraw EA, Ryan PA, Ritchie SA, Turelli M, O’Neill 
SL. (2011) Successful establishment of Wolbachia in Aedes populations to suppress dengue transmission. Nature. 
24;476(7361), 454-7

Walker T, Johnson PH, Moreira LA, Iturbe-Ormaetxe I, Frentiu F, McMeniman CJ, Leong YS, Dong Y, Axford A, 
Kriesner P, Lloyd AL, Ritchie SA, O’Neill SL Hoffmann AA. (2011). The wMel Wolbachia strain blocks dengue and 
invades caged Aedes aegypti populations. Nature 476, 450-453

Above: the Dengue vector Aedes aegypti



What next for Eliminate Dengue?

Research in the O’Neill/McGraw lab is now focusing on a third strain of Wolbachia that may be more effective then 
wMelPop at blocking dengue transmission to the Aedes aegypti, while producing a lesser impact than wMelPop on 
mosquito fitness. 

The field trials are also powering ahead – the Eliminate Dengue group is gearing up for a big year with plans for a third 
Queensland trial to commence in early 2013, this time focusing on urban field sites areas such as the Cairns suburbs of 
Parramatta Park, Edge Hill, Whitefield and Westcourt. In addition, a field trial of the third Wolbachia strain is also hoped to 
commence in Cairns next year.  

The project is quickly becoming a global entity and 2013 will see it reach even larger proportions when field trials 
commence on Tri Nguyen Island, Vietnam. Public surveys there revealed that the project had garnered a large amount of 
support (>95% approval rating) from residents – a culmination of several years community engagement by the Eliminate 
Dengue group on the island. The globalisation of the project will also proceed with short-term future plans to initiate field 
trials in Yogyakarta, (Indonesia) and Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). 

These promising results begs the question: Can Wolbachia be used to combat the spread of other mosquito borne 
diseases? The answer may be yes. In another coup for the project, recent results from van den Hurk et al. (2012) suggest 
that mosquito infection with the Chikungunya and Yellow Fever viruses can also be curbed by wMel Wolbachia, 
demonstrating the versatility of using Wolbachia as a means of disease control. 

With exciting times ahead it will be worth keeping an eye on the Eliminate Dengue project in 2013.

For more information on the Eliminate Dengue program and to view a short video on the research see http://www.
eliminatedengue.com/

Eliminate Dengue – bringing science to the public 
cont..

The School would like to congratulate these recent PhD awardees

Jessica Lye
“Functional characterisation of zinc transport genes in Drosophila melanogaster” 

Supervisor: Richard Burke

Bree Buszard
“The Drosophila Protein Tyrosine Phosphatase dPTP61F regulates

insulin signalling and growth”
Supervisors: Coral Warr and Tony Tiganis

Giselle Perdomo
“Understanding community and food web dynamics in the moss-microarthropod model ecological 
system: temporal variability and combined experimental habitat fragmentation and climate change”

Supervisor: Paul Sunnucks

Nominations are now open for the in 2013 Warwick Prize for Writing 

Since 2008 this £25,000 prize has been awarded every two years. Monash staff and students are now eligible to make 
nominations for 2013. This prize is a cross-disciplinary literary award that is open to substantial pieces of writing in the 
English language, in any genre or format. Nominations must be made before the end of next March. Find out more at 
www.warwick.ac.uk/go/prizeforwriting.



Congratulations to the following SBS 
summer scholarship recipients
These undergraduate students will be contributing to 
various SBS research projects for 6-8 weeks over the 
summer period. We look forward to seeing them 
around the school! 

Emily Roycroft
Patrick Farrell
Isaac Gravolin
Jack Eades
Amanda Cohen
Michelle Key
Edward Tasker
Alisha McLennan
Roysul Islam
Sahba Dehghani
Emily Girvan

 

SoBRe – a new generation of post-grad reps

This year saw the formation of a shiny new post-graduate committee. Leonardo Guida, Lauren Forbes Beadle and 
Christopher Richards have been hard at work trying to make 2012 a year to remember for post-graduate students 
at SBS. With their fingers in many pies, the committee have organised a series of successful seminars, BBQs, 
workshops and social nights for our students. 

Their successes over the year have been many. For one thing the committee have attained a new identity as The 
Society of Biological research (SoBRe) – an organisation that represents 
post-graduate interests as well as promotes the professional 
development and upskilling of post-graduate researchers at SBS. 
Promotion of SoBRe, and of the great workshops which it has 
organised, has been aided by a monthly SoBRe newsletter. As the final 
edition of The Microtome we thought we would recap the SoBRe 
achievements in 2012. 

A word from SoBRe
The 2012 SoBRe Trivia Night

We held a trivia night earlier in the year which was a great success with over 
80 staff and students attending. It was fiercely competitive with laughter and 
plenty of drinking. It’s not only fun and games at Sobre we also had a 
successful workshop with our guest Shinichi.

A meta-analysis workshop with Shinichi Nakagawa

On Friday 19th of October 25 lucky Biological Sciences post-graduate 
students were treated to a special meta-analysis workshop by the Thursday 
seminar speaker, Shinichi Nakagawa from Otago University, a leading expert 
in the field of meta-analysis. This workshop was thoroughly enjoyable and 
interesting for all involved with Shinichi opening our eyes to the uses of 
meta-analysis in all areas of Science. Shinichi was also very impressed by our professionalism and hospitality and has 
welcomed future communications. We hope that this workshop will be the first in a series of invited speaker events for 
PhD students. The SoBRe committee and the seminar organisers welcome ideas for new topics and/or people you would 
like to invite for 2013.

Undergraduate workshops

During second semester SoBRe, in conjunction with the 
Biological Society, ran three interactive workshops with 
undergraduate students. During these workshops the 
demonstrators taught various field techniques to these 
students. Techniques ranged from quadrat sampling and the 
use of fyke nets to blood extraction from sharks! Student 
feedback was incredible and it was a great opportunity for 
them to communicate with the SBS researchers. Questions 
asked were not only about the projects underway but also 
about PhD life and how one ‘gets there’. The program was 
enthusiastically received and the Biological Society is keen to 
continue this ‘program’. No doubt this will provide PhD 
students with a chance to showcase their work, acquire keen 
volunteers and experience communicating science to the 
general public.

In addition to all of these events we have had many regular 
catch-ups such as the AFL BBQ and pizza / documentary 
night. We have many more exciting ideas going into the 2013 
calendar and we’re looking forward to a large influx of new 
members onto the SoBRe team!

The SoBRe committee – Christopher Richards 
(left), Lauren Forbes-Beadle (centre) and 
Leonardo Guida (right)



SBS Sucess at the Vice-Chancellors Awards Night

This year saw several SBS staff celebrated as Vice-Chancellor 
Award recipients. They were:

Richard Reina (Vice-Chancellors Awards for Teaching Excellence)

Ross Thompson (Vice-Chancellors Award for Excellence in 
Honours Supervision)

Coral Warr (Vice-Chancellors Award for Excellence in Honours 
Supervision) 

Damian Dowling (Vice-Chancellors Award for Excellence in Early 
Career Research)

It’s great to see the School so well represented and to see these 
awardees receive recognition for their hard work. 
Congratulations Richard, Ross, Coral and Damian!

It is great to see the School so well represented and to see these 
awardees receive recognition for their hard work. 
Congratulations Richard, Ross, Coral and Damian!

“The innovation and excellence of people like our award winners is the foundation upon which we continue to build the 
future of the University.” Professor Ed Byrne AO, Vice-Chancellor and President.

As one of the three recipients of the Vice-
Chancellors Award for Teaching Excellence 
Richard received a medallion, a permanent 
citation on the Awards Gallery and 
Records and Archives website, and a grant 
of $5,000 to be used for the furthering of 
their teaching interests.

All the best to Ross Thompson

Ross Thompson will be leaving the School of Biological Sciences this month and beginning a professorial appointment as a Chair of 
Water Science and an ARC Future Fellow at the Institute for Applied Ecology, University of Canberra, in February 2013. 
“ The move is an exciting one, as UC is leading some of the major initiatives around the Murray-Darling Basin. Two of my major roles will 
be to lead UCs involvement a new universities alliance in the area of freshwater and sit on the board of the Murray-Darling Basin Futures 
CRN. Through these and other initiatives, I think we have a once-in-a-generation chance to try and improve management of Australia’s 
largest river. Several members of my lab will be moving with me, and I will be retaining involvement with other students and projects that 
are continuing at Monash via an adjunct appointment.
I would like to thank all of the people who have made my time at Monash really special. In particular my lab members past and present 
have been fantastic and loyal colleagues and friends. I have always valued Monash’s commitment to education, and I have had the 
honour to teach with some exceptional educators, ably supported by a teaching technical staff (particularly 
Bruce) that is second to none. I have also enjoyed working with some really smart and motivated researchers, 
through the Australian Centre for Biodiversity in particular, but also more broadly in the school. In particular 
Ralph Mac Nally has been a generous colleague and mentor. Finally the technical staff and general cat-herders 
of the School (some of who are now in Faculty) have been endlessly patient and competent. The workshop 
‘boys’ in particular have supported my often hare-brained ideas.
I will miss the tea-room and the many friends I have made at Monash and look forwarding to visiting soon. I will 
officially finish at the end of December.” Ross



Promotions

Congratulations to the successful SBS candidates of the 2012 academic promotion round. These promotions will come 
into effect as of 1st January 2013.

Promotion to Level D

Dr Patrick Baker                                            School of Biological Sciences

Dr Richard Reina                                           School of Biological Sciences

Promotion to Level C

Dr David Chapple                                           School of Biological Sciences

Dr Richard Burke                                            School of Biological Sciences

Australian Centre for Biodiversity Talkfest 2012

The Australian Centre for Biodiversity held its annual Student Talkfest on Friday the 23rd of November. This day-long 
event showcases our HDR students, given them the opportunity to present their work to their peers. We were 
honoured to have Professor Corey Bradshaw of the University of Adelaide provide the keynote address, and meet and 
chat with students after the event at the social BBQ.

This year’s Highly Commended awards went to:
Ee Ling Ng
David Hocking
Joanne Bennett
Katherine Harrisson
Winner of the Best Pre-confirmation Talk went to:
Jian Yen
Winner of the best Post-Confirmation Talk went to:
Adrian Dusting
Winner of the Cambridge Student Conference for Conservation Science prize went 
to:

Darren Giling

Clockwise from top: Ralph Mac Nally and Ross 
Thompson with their “ACB Fellows” trophies. 
Corey Bradshaw presents Darren Giling with his 
prize. Darren will head off to Cambridge in 
March Ralph Mac Nally and Ross Thompson 
with their “ACB Fellows” trophies. 2013. Adrian 
Dusting with his Post-confirmation award. Well 
done Adrian, again! Last year Adrian took out 
the pre-confirmation prize for best 
presentation.

The best pre- and post-confirmation winners each receive $750 towards 
attendance at a conference in their discipline, and Darren has the honour of 
attending the Student Conference in Conservation Science (SCCS) at Cambridge in 
2013, to represent the ACB and School of Biological Sciences.
Congratulations to everyone involved. Competition was fierce this year, and some 
brilliant presentations were given to the 40 attendees. Well done all.

Another highlight of the evening 
festivities was the award of “Founding 
Fellow and Director of the ACB” to 
Ralph Mac Nally for his many years of 
tireless service to the ACB. We also 
welcomed Ross Thompson as a 
“Fellow of the ACB” for his energy, 
enthusiasm and vision for the future.
Congratulations!



Photos of the Month ....

After	receiving	such	great	pics	this	month	
we	decided	to	include	them	all!

Right
Photographer:	Dr	Travis	Johnson
A	Drosophila	larval	salivary	gland	imaged	
at	40x	using	confocal	microscopy	shows	
staining	of	nucleic	acids	(blue),	endo-
plasmic	reticulum	(red)	and	secretion	of	
torso-like	(green)	into	the	lumen.
This	image	has	been	accepted	for	inclusion	
into	the	Monash	Micro	Imaging	online	
calendar	for	2013.	Well	done	Travis!

Left
Photographer:	Mani	Shrestha
While	investigating	insect	plant	interactions	and	visual	perception	
of	insects	at	Pantoon	Hill,	Victoria,	Mani	took	this	photo	of	a	lovely	
orchid.	This	species	(Glossidia	major	R.Br.	(Orchidaceae))	blooms	
throughout	November	all	around	Victoria.

Below
Photographer:	Rebecca	Bray
While	conducting	a	survey	on	Blackburn	Island,	part	of	the	Lord	
Howe	Island	group,		Rebecca	managed	to	take	this	great	shot	of	
a	Lord	Howe	Island	skink	sunning	itself.	In	the	background	the	
mountains	of	Lord	Howe	Island	are	visible.		
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Photo of a Cape Barren goose taken on Kanowna 
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