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Workshop: A picture is worth a thousand words
Research communication can be difficult; the intended audience may come from varied cultural, geographical, 
discipline, and/or world-views, and thus listeners may not share similar prior knowledge or even a similar language 
with each other or the presenter.  In the 21st century, we have examples of broadly understood communication 
strategies include emojis, infographics, and Instagram; each of these has one thing in common – imagery as a 
globally understood communication and engagement strategy.  

This workshop will serve to: 
1) illustrate the motivation for using graphics, and the benefits to the set the scene; 
2) provide opportunities to develop your own research picture book through 

a series of activities; 
3) provide opportunities to share participants art with others, and gain feedback.  

Bring along a recent or upcoming PowerPoint research talk, and join us for a session 
that will be both fun and valuable.  No artistic knowledge or ability necessary! 

Presenter Biography
A/Prof Michelle Lazarus is a reluctant zoomer (not to be confused with boomer), and genuinely enjoys coming up 
with creative ways to communicate research and knowledge; she does this in a collaborative manner with those who 
have way more expertise then she does in areas such as web and graphic design.  Michelle is a recent Aussie 
citizen, and a new “parent” to a sourdough starter named ‘Rona Rhonda and her sister (who came along later) 
named Rye Rhonda - joining legions of others who now get their yeast from the same place they live and work… so 
no new organisms are entering her house in lockdown.  To keep her sanity she crochets and posts “daily lockdown 
stories in a single sentence” to keep in touch with her overseas family; these stories include great one-liners like: 
“Today I realised that ‘Goodbye Rosie’ Queen of Corona (by Simon and Garfunkel) has an entirely different meaning 
in 2020”.  She also has some leadership roles at Monash and teaches into the medicine program.  She ‘fills her cup 
up’ with education research activities. 
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