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Director’s Report
Welcome to the first Newsletter for the 2014 
academic year. Our students are now settled 
into their placements and adjusting to the 
challenges of living and working in a rural 
community as well as coming to grips with 
their curriculum. 

Our academic staffing structure remains 
relatively stable and the success of our 
programs, now more than 10 years down the 
track, is a credit to the clinicians, academics 
and administrative staff who continue to 
provide their support and expertise. I would 
like to pay tribute to one of our “team”, Dr 
Austin Erasmus, who after many years of 
providing the backbone of the paediatric 
education program for our Sale and 
Bairnsdale students, has made a career 
move to join the paediatric group in Ballarat, 
and we wish him well for the future. Thanks 
Austin for your calm and committed 
approach to both patient care and student 
teaching and supervision.  

Our School’s numerous activities are 
documented in other parts of this newsletter, 
but I would like to reiterate that much of our 
work involves support for health education at 
all levels in East Gippsland, outside our core 
responsibilities of delivering the MBBS 
clinical program.  

Highlights of this year so far include the 
attendance of Professor Ben Canny, 
President of the Monash Academic Board, 
as guest speaker at our Commencement 
Dinner in February. This event was also 
attended by Head of School Professor Judi 
Walker, and visiting academic Assoc 
Professor Sue Berry from Northern Ontario 
School of Medicine in Canada. Sue hosted a 
workshop on “community engagement” as 
part of her visit, which provided us with the 
opportunity to reflect on our own efforts in 
supporting and working with our local 
community.  

In March, we hosted representatives of the 
School sites from across Victoria, attending 
the School’s first Academic Forum for the 
year. The focus of the Forum was the current 
research programs addressing SRH student  
recruitment, graduate outcomes and career 
pathways, and how we gather and present 
data about career decisions made by our 

Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences

alumni. This work is important as part of 
continuing documentation of the success of 
the Rural Clinical School program. 

The 12th WONCA World Rural Health 
Conference was held in the resort town of 
Gramado in the south of Brazil on 3-5 April 
2014, in conjunction with the Fourth South 
Brazilian Congress of Family and Community 
Medicine.  

The Conference was attended by more than 
600 delegates from approximately 20 
countries.  

A major theme of the Conference was the 
recently adopted “Mais Medicos para Brasil” 
(More Doctors for Brazil) program instituted 
by the national government of Brazil. This 
policy is based on the goal of universal 
access to health care for Brazil’s population 
of 200 million. 

In his Keynote presentation to the 
Conference, Professor Michael Kidd from 
Flinders University in Adelaide, as the current 
President of WONCA (World Organisation of 
Family Doctors), paid tribute to Brazil as a 
world leader in addressing health issues with 
the development of local “Family Health 
Teams” across the country. The aim is for 

33,000 such teams, comprised of family 
practitioners, nurses and health care 
workers, to be developed and this is linked to 
plans for an additional 21 new rural medical 
schools across the country. 

The Opening Address of the Conference was 
delivered by Roger Strasser, Professor and 
Dean of the Northern Ontario School of 
Medicine in Canada. Roger’s presentation 
was entitled “Improving the health of rural 
people through health workforce policies”. 
The central message of the presentation was 
that rural health success, including training of 
health workforce, relies on several factors:

 � the rural context is critical in training and 

health service policy; 

 � active community participation; 

 � a focus on health equity;    

 � maintenance of standards and quality;

 � good research evidence;

 � a need to challenge the conventional 

wisdom that “metro is better”; 

 � properly-enunciated vision, mission and 

values. 
Roger Strasser also presented a moving 
tribute to Dr Robert Hall, a “well-respected 

Attendees at the Community Education Forum held in Bairnsdale.
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All in the mix – some ingredients of learning
Through the night, all weekend and of course 
across each weekday, the lights are on in the 
Library at Central Gippsland Health Service 
(Sale).

Daytime observations reinforce after-hours 
access reports of a cross section of disciplines 
and tiers of students and staff individually and in 
groups sharing this research and study space.

Library staff encourage food, noise, talk. Group 
forays for take-away coffee are common as are 
after-hours deliveries of pizza to the Library door.  
The water cooler use is a constant. Sustenance 
is necessary for long day and late night research 
and study.

Noisy talk is group learning; or communication 
and teamwork. Quiet study is through ear-plugs 
and surround sound head-sets.

The food culture and noise enhances 
sharing across groups and disciplines.  
Knowledge sharing from group to group 
(pharmacist to medical student, intern to 
registrar, home support to nurse, business 
analyst to allied health practitioner) quickly 
evolves. Groups meet, mix and move 
amidst an ethos of knowledge, professional 
development and ad hoc tutoring. New staff 
and placement students rapidly become 
socially engaged and discover collegially 
the offers of regional learning and living.

Clearly the outcomes are positive. 
The Sale experience provides opportunity 
across disciplines to taste the offerings of a 
regional health service. Many in the mix 
remain and others consistently return to 
Sale.

Education and Community Engagement

colleague, rural doctor, educator and innovator”, 
who had worked for more than 40 years as rural 
GP in Gippsland, Victoria until his sudden death 
last month. 

I attended a number of interesting workshops, 
including “Environmental health for rural family 
doctors”, presented by Dr Alan Abelsohn from 
Toronto, Canada; “How to do research on 
Primary Health Care in the rural environment”, 
presented by Prof Ian Couper from University of 
Witwatersrand, South Africa; “Pedagogy for rural 
health”, delivered by Dr Steve Reid from University 
of Capetown in South Africa; and “The Melbourne 
Manifesto- international recruitment of health 
workforce: where are we now?” 

This last workshop considered the impact of the 
original “Melbourne Manifesto” arising from the 
World Rural Health Conference held in Melbourne 
in 2002, and the subsequent landmark position 
paper on rural health workforce from the World 
Health Organisation in 2012. It was generally 
accepted at the workshop that recruitment of 
doctors from the developing world, where the 
health and workforce needs of the population, 
particularly rural populations, is significantly 
worse than that of more affluent countries, is 
continuing at unacceptable levels; that developed 
nations need to do more to address their own 
health workforce needs, and that international-
origin doctors already working in countries in the 
developed world should receive better support 
from their adopted country than they currently do.      

Consideration of these principles is included in 
the draft “Gramado statement” which will be 
posted on the WONCA website in due course. 

Launch of Rural Medical Education Guidebook 

A highlight of the Conference was the official 
launch of the WONCA “Rural Medical Education 
Guidebook”. This was the culmination of several 
years’ work by rural medical educators from 
around the world, contributing chapters covering 
all aspects of education for rural practice. The 
Guidebook has been made available in electronic 
format at the following website: 

http://www.globalfamilydoctor.com/groups/
WorkingParties/RuralPractice/ruralguidebook.
aspx  

The Guidebook is an excellent resource for those 
involved in rural medical education at any level, 
from the individual practitioner to those in full-time 
academic leadership roles. 

  David Campbell  

Director, Monash School of Rural Health 
East and South Gippsland

 

Manager’s Report
2014 is our 10th year of successfully hosting 
medical students (Y3B in Sale and Year 4C 
in Bairnsdale) we are now seeing the fruits of 
our labour with many students returning to 
undertake their intern and registrar training 
locally, many have passed through our local 
GP clinics as part of their GP training with 4 
past students currently undertaking their GP 
training in the local area. The East/South 
Gippsland academic year has commenced 
at full speed with 68 Year 2 students, 8 Year 
3B students, 24 Year 4C and 67 Year 5D 
students placed from Wonthaggi in the 
South to Omeo in the East. Welcome events 
for all students were held at each of the 
Clinical teaching sites with an excellent line 
up of guest speakers including John 
Murtagh, Dr Ben Canny and Dr Brad Martin.

Since January we have hosted many events 
such as the Community Engagement 
Workshop, Intern Training, Practice Nurse 
Education Group workshop, NHET Sim and 
the School of Rural Health education Forum. 
Work is currently under way for a workshop 
with the KIKASS (Keeping Indigenous Kids 
at Secondary School). In addition Hands on 
Health Education Day for secondary 

students in Sale and the Wildfire (Medical 
Student Rural Club) Clinical Skills weekend to be 
held in Bairnsdale and a REST course in Sale. 
We have also had a visit from the Department of 
Human Services and things do not look like 
slowing down.

Our teaching space is now highly sought after by 
a diverse group of health training providers 
including Partners in Training, ASPREE Clinical 
Trial Centre, Southern GP Training, Ambulance 
Victoria, SNAP Gippsland, Palliative Care 
Consortium, Gippsland Clinical Placement 
Network, Federation University and Bairnsdale 
Regional Health Service.

We are looking to move the Leongatha Education 
Centre onto the grounds of the Leongatha 
Hospital enabling easy access for visiting tutors 
and collaborative teaching opportunities with 
staff from Gippsland South Health Service, while 
the Monash staff and students will have a 
dedicated learning/teaching environments, and 
staff will finally have their own offices.

Another visit from the Year 2 MBBS students 
from Clayton, came to the region at the end of 
April for 2 weeks and immersed themselves in all 
things rural. Staff attended Clayton to assist with 
the “Rural Experience” curriculum component to 
the Year 1 MBBS students which was completed 
over 3 days.

The Academic staff are very busy with simulation 
and research activities, with many staff 
successful in being invited to present their work 
throughout Australia at varied prestigious 
Conferences, a real feather in the cap of East/
South Gippsland.

Debra Johnston 

Regional Manager 
School of Rural Health 
East and South Gippsland

The experience gives method to the full patient 
care recipe; albeit the occasional spilt coffee or 
empty pizza boxes.

Helen Ried (Librarian)

continued on page 6



3  

PNEG Workshop
As part of the ongoing Practice Nurse Education 
Group (PNEG) program the first workshop for 
2014 was held at Bairnsdale in February. The 
Basic Life Support Theoretical and Practical 
workshop included topics covering an update on 
Australian Resuscitation Council guidelines and 
CPR techniques for all age groups, Automated 
External Defibrillation (AED) and Choking. 

Presenters for the evening were Ms Robyn 
Adams from Gippsland and East Gippsland 
Aboriginal Cooperative (GEGAC) and Marnie 
Connolly, Academic coordinator of the Year 4C 
program in Bairnsdale and coordinator of the 
PNEG program. 

Designed to give medical practice nurses up to 
date training opportunities these workshops 
have been held regularly over the last 3 years 
with each workshop offering a number of topics. 
Each PNEG workshop is evaluated and results 
are taken into account in developing the future 
program topics.

Topics which have been covered in past 
workshops include Management of Asthma, 
Structured Approach to Psychiatric Emergencies 
and Principles of Diabetics and its management. 
Workshops are held every couple of months and 
the program is fortunate to be supported by local 
medical practitioners and nurse educators who 
run the topic discussions and instruction. Each 
participant is required to provide feedback and 
evaluation and results from the workshop 
indicate that, for the medical practice nurses this 
is not only a valuable learning experience, it is 
also a positive networking opportunity as many 
of the participants travel from both rural and 
remote areas of Gippsland to attend. Comments 
noted that the workshop was a positive 
reinforcement of existing knowledge, gaps in 
knowledge were covered and special mention of 
the introduction to SimMan as a learning tool.

Intern Training
The second rotation of Interns began in 
March and as part of their orientation they are 
required to attend an emergency skills workshop. 
In addition to the interns, the Year 4C and 5D 
medical students attend with local clinicians 
facilitating the workshop. Stations include 
Asthma, management of an adult trauma, a MET 
call, Approach to the unwell child and Basic 
airway management including LMA. 

Cultural Sensitivity and 
Maternity Emergencies 
Workshop
During March a two day workshop was held at 
the Bairnsdale site presented by the Royal 
Women’s Maternity Emergency department, and 
supported by the Bairnsdale Hospital.The Royal 
Women’s Hospital program coordinators 
included a Koori liaison officer and Koori actress 
who were able to expand on, discuss and clarify 
the cultural sensitivity relating to maternity 
emergencies. The program’s aim was to offer 
practice in obstetrics emergencies within the 
cultural sensitivity framework. Approximately 40 
participants attended and included members of 
the local Koori community, ambulance offices 
and midwives from hospitals across Gippsland 
including Sale and Traralgon. 

Discussion panels were conducted on the first 
day covering emergencies for neonates with day 
two participants being involved in practical skills 
on intubation for neonates, accessing umbilical 
veins in neonates and neonate resuscitation.

KIKASS - Keeping 
Indigenous Kids at 
Secondary School

Local Bairnsdale secondary students participate in 
the “Just Looking @ Careers” workshop as part of the 
Kikass program.

Dr Antony Wong and Dr Paul Marosszeky make the 
most of learning opportunities in the Skills lab at Sale.

The Simulation Learning Environment Project 
Officer attended outreach visits to Mallacoota 
and Omeo in June with the Advanced Life 
Support Mannequin. 

A simulated car accident scenario was held in a 
paddock in Omeo, for training purposes .The 
session was organised by Kerryn Wratt and the 
ambulance community officers (ACOs) and 
policemen responded from Ensay, Swifts Creek 
and Omeo. The scenario involved seven 
simulated patients and required emergency care 
at the Omeo district hospital.

An extension of the orientation program involves 
training at the simulation education centre at 
Monash University, School of Rural Health in 
Bairnsdale. The sessions are conducted over a 3 
week period with combined training for ACOs 
from Mallacoota and Omeo. The intensive “camp 
simulation” involves various clinical scenarios 
and management for the patient in the acute 
pre- hospital phase.

Simulation

continued on page 6
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Just Looking @ Careers in Health is another 
innovative approach to health education and the 
need to encourage local students, in particular 
Indigenous students, to consider a career in 
health. In April, students had a tour of the school, 
a visit to the skills lab and trained in basic life 
support with the assistance of Jimmy the hi-tech 
mannequin. They also heard from nurses, 
doctors and students about careers in health 
and had the opportunity to ask questions in a 
small group setting.  

High-Fidelity Medical 
Simulation Training in 
Bairnsdale
Mallacoota Ambulance Community Officers were 
given a rare opportunity to partake in high tech 
medical simulation training at the Monash 
University School of Rural Health, Bairnsdale 
Campus, during June and July. This is the first 
training of its kind for ACOs and Paramedics in 
Victoria. There were ACO’s from Mallacoota, 
Omeo, Cann River and Tambo Valley.

The benefits of this training for the ACOs are to 
practice and improve on their advanced first aid 
skills.

The training entailed working with mannequins 
that are wired wirelessly to talk, blink, sweat, 
breathe, bleed, cry, take medications, have a 
pulse and when controlled by the operator, the 
Mannequin (known Sim Man or SAM) can take on 
a simulated medical condition such as breathing 
difficulties, chest pain etc. Sim mum (known as 
Sandy) had the extra benefit of delivering an 
articulated baby. The mannequins are funded by 
Health Workforce Australia. Ambulance Victoria 
supplied time, wages and vehicles to attend the 
training and has awarded six points to each of 
the ACOs Authority to Practice.

The simulation training was initiated by Terry 
Houge, Paramedic Community Support 
Coordinator for Ambulance Victoria; it is a 
testament to his dedication to healthcare in the 
Mallacoota and Omeo communities that through 
their perseverance were able to coordinate the 
many different bodies involved to provide this 
training for the ACOs

Many of the ACOs said that they valued the 
feedback from trainers and peers, consolidating 
information to address specific advanced first aid 
scenarios. 

Many thanks to the Mallacoota Ambulance 
Auxiliary, Omeo Ambulance Auxiliary, Ambulance 
Victoria, Monash University School of Rural 
Health and Laurea Atkinson-Project Manager for 
simulation training.

Janine Jackson 
Ambulance Community Officer, Omeo
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Student News

Student Welcomes in Bairnsdale, Sale and Leongatha

Bairnsdale: Student welcomes are a tradition 
set to continue given the response from students 
and guests form Sale, Bairnsdale and 
Leongatha, as to the catering, the friendly faces 
and the anticipation of what the year will involve.

Bairnsdale kicked off with a sit down dinner for 
40 people on Tuesday 18 February at which 
Professor Ben Canny was the guest speaker and 
Dr Brad Martin, who spent his Year 4 at 
Bairnsdale in 2006, reflected on his pathway 
from student to doctor.

Professor Canny provided the audience with an 
overview of where the MBBS currently stands 
and University discussions related to the 
introduction of the MD and the changes and 
impact it will have in the long term to students 
studying medicine at Monash. 

Brad entertained the audience with a relaxed and 
personal story of his journey from student to 
doctor and we sincerely hope that Brad and his 
wife Simone, also a Monash alumna, continue to 
return to the East Gippsland area to visit if not to 
settle and become a permanent part of the 
medical scene in the area.

Special guests included Associate Professor Sue 
Berry Integrated Clinical Learning - Division of 
Clinical Sciences at the Northern Ontario School 
of Medicine, Head of School, Professor Judi 
Walker and the newly elected Mayor of the East 
Gippsland Shire, Mr Mark Reeves. Among the 
guests were local medical clinicians and staff of 
the Bairnsdale site. It was pleasing to note that 
following a short bio from each of the students 
we are in a position to form a choir/band such 
are the varied talents of the Bairnsdale students.

Sale: The Sale celebration and welcome took 
the form of a lunch which attracted over 40 
guests. Year 3B and 4C students introduced 
themselves to the gathering which included 
nurse educators, doctors and other staff from 
the Central Gippsland Health Service, medical 
practice staff, tutors and clinicians who all play 
an important role in delivery of 2 very successful 
programs at the Sale site. 

In addition to our choristers in Bairnsdale it 
appears there is a strong case for a combined 
choir with a number of Sale students ‘admitting’ 
to singing, one even having studying music at 
VCE level….her instrument “The VOICE”. We look 
forward to a mid-year performance perhaps.

L-R: Professor Ben Canny, Dr Doris Paton, Mayor, East Gippsland Shire Council Mark Reeves, Assoc Professor Sue 
Berry, Dr David Campbell, Dr Brad Martin

Guests enjoy the student welcome lunch in Sale

Sale Year 3B student group

Leongatha: The South Gippsland Yr 4C 2014 
year kicked off with a two week orientation 
program. This consisted of clinical and hospital 
orientations along with information sessions and 
tutorials in the various intensives. The Yr 4C 
Medical Students had some of their tutorials in 
“The Bothy” where they stayed at Sandy Point.  
On the Wednesday night, they had a BBQ with 
Narelle and David Iser and on the Thursday night 
was the “Inspirational Dinner”.

Dr David Iser and his wife Narelle generously 
opened their house for the dinner, a sumptuous 
affair prepared by Narelle, and the students were 
privileged to have as the guest speaker Professor 
John Murtagh. John was accompanied by his 
wife, Dr Jill Murtagh, and students were very 
appreciative of the generosity of both and the 
opportunity to chat informally to one who is 
considered the guru of General Medicine having 
been nominated number one hero from a group 
of medical luminaries, by a large percentage of 
general practitioners surveyed. 

Professor Murtagh is the author of the General 
Practice textbook that is used around the world.  
He spoke about how the book came to be and 
how he and his wife learned from their 
experiences in medicine. He was both witty and 
entertaining.

The audience was captivated by what he had to 
say and wanted to know more about his journey 
into medicine. The students confessed to feeling 
indeed fortunate to spend time in a small group 
with Professor Murtagh. 

It was a memorable night.

Leongatha Year 4C student group with Professor John 
Murtagh

L-R: Professor John Murtagh, Narelle Iser, Dr David Iser 
and Dr Jill Murtagh

Sale Year 4C student group Bairnsdale Year 4C student group
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New Aged Care Rotation at Bairnsdale
Rotation 2 this year saw the first Aged Care rotation for Year 5D medical students at 
Bairnsdale. This rotation is a community based aged care rotation supported by the Faculty 
and made possible only through the support of local geriatrician Dr Craig Clarke of 
Bairnsdale and General Practitioner, Dr Peter Lindstedt of Paynesville. 

Students work in the rehabilitation unit with Dr Clarke across various public and private 
aged care facilities in and around Bairnsdale and Paynesville and during their time in East 
Gippsland visit the Orbost facility with Dr Clarke.  

Included in the rotation is a visit to Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) 
Guardianship Board, and involvement in the local Meals on Wheels program. 

This rotation builds on the very successful aged care rotation in Heyfield which has been 
in place now for several years.

A Note from a 
Sale alumnus
“As I write this on my birthday, I reminisce about 
the time I was a medical student in Sale exactly 
three years ago. I remember that day very well 
because I observed and assisted with the birth 
of a baby boy. Unfortunately, I was unable to 
convince his mother to name him “Vichai” for 
my (and his) birthday. Surely this didn’t have 
anything to do with the fact that the family was 
Caucasian?

My time in Sale has prepared me well for what 
was to come. After graduation, I was matched 
to the hospital of my choice—Goulburn Valley 
Hospital—for my internship. There, I rotated in 
general practice and anaesthetics in addition to 
the core terms. I chose this hospital because of 
the hands-on experience. (I estimate that I 
intubated around 40 patients and scrubbed in 
for multiple PICC insertions and lumbar 
punctures.)

I am currently participating in the Northern 
Territory Prevocational General Practice 
Placements Program, where I fly three days per 
week to remote islands such as Melville Island 
and Goulburn Island to see Aboriginal patients. 
There, I face a different set of challenges such 
as late presentations, a lack of understanding 
about diseases, and non-compliance with 
treatments. Still, it is a very worthwhile 
undertaking as Aboriginal people are very 
welcoming and have a rich culture. It is inspiring 
to know that we as public health advocates are 
slowly making a difference in “Closing the Gap”. 
When I return to Victoria, I will continue my role 
as a resident in the anaesthetic, intensive care, 
and emergency departments.

I think practicing outside of metropolitan areas 
is an invaluable experience and I encourage 
all to embrace this unique and rewarding 
opportunity. Sale’s integrated program has 
positively shaped my bedside manner, 
consultation skills, and procedural skills. 
This could not have happened without the 
mentorship of the clinicians and administrative 
staff at EGRCS”.

Vichai Chu 
Year 4C Sale 2011

Carpo’s Year so Far
Starting a new year in a new locale with new 
people (and of course an ever expanding matrix) 
is always a daunting prospect as a medical 
student. As I live in Sale, and was placed at 
CGHS last year, the decision to continue in a 
rural location close to home was a fait accompli. 

Being placed at the Maffra Medical Group has 
been an excellent introduction to community 
based primary care. The practice covers a wide 
catchment with ample opportunity to flex the 
clinical reasoning skills and procedures under 
the mentorship of a fantastic group of GPs and 
support staff. Having your own room to practice 
from is pure luxury (as is being next door to the 
bakery…)!

The beauty of being placed in a rural practice 
with an integrated 4C curriculum is that it 
presents the opportunity to get to know your 
client base extremely well throughout the year 
- without the pressure of having to complete 
everything in eight week rotations. It also 
provides the prospect of following up key 
patients through other disciplines, such as 
OBGYN and paediatrics if you are lucky and 

proactive enough early in the year. But 
perhaps best of all, is the sense of being an 
active part of the community, with some of 
the clients walking through the practice 
doors evolving into your patients over time. It 
represents a massive paradigm shift in how 
and why a medical student studies the art 
and science of practical medicine.

4C presents its own unique challenges and 
thus far I have been exposed to a great many 
that have reinforced the reasons why I chose 
medicine as a career path. The learning 
curve is as steep as always, but being more 
than halfway through the course, the light at 
the end of the tunnel seems decidedly less 
like an oncoming freight train.

Gavin Carpenter (Carpo) 
Year 4C Sale 2014.

Dr Vichai Chu relaxes with some of the children on 
Melville Island. 

Teddy Bear Hospital visits East Gippsland

Under the direction of Storm Holwill, a Year 4C 
student, Bairnsdale Primary School set aside 
their library to become a Teddy Bear Hospital 
recently. Storm and her fellow Year 4C students 
ensured that the 40 prep students and their 
teddies got involved in role playing a number of 
scenarios including calling an ambulance, the 
importance of good hygiene, healthy eating and 
bandaging teddies arm. 

It was a huge success and staff at the school 
have indicated that a return visit would be very 
welcome.
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Research

A number of research papers have been finalised 
and published recently which will be of interest to 
School of Rural Health staff. 

The results of one such project recently published 
in the Australian Family Physician, January /
February 2014 issue is entitled “General Practice 
Registrar Perceptions on Training Medical 
Students”. This was collaborative research 
between Dr Anne Kleinitz, Lecturer in General 
Practice with Flinders University, Northern 
Territory Clinical School, Darwin, Assoc. Professor 
David Campbell, the Director of the Monash 
University School of Rural Health East and South 
Gippsland and Associate Professor Lucie Walters 
from Flinders University.

A full copy of the published article can be found at 
the following link. 

http://www.racgp.org.au/afp/2014/
januaryfebruary/registrar-perceptions/ 

The School of Rural Health is fortunate to have at 
the Bairnsdale office, Eleanor Mitchell, and now 

back from parental leave, Angelo D’Amore. Both 
have been busy (apart from the job of being new 
parents to Charlotte) working on a broad range 
of collaborative research areas including “Health 
knowledge and iodine intake in pregnancy” 
recently published online in the Australian and 
New Zealand Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology.

Further reading can be obtained by following the 
link: 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/
ajo.12201/abstract 

Another research project result was recently 
published in the Journal of Cardiopulmonary 
Rehabilitation and Prevention was “Feeling 
Supported and Abandoned: Mixed Messages 
from Attendance at a Rural Community Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Program in Australia”

More information on this project can be found at 
the following link:

http://journals.lww.com/jcrjournal/
Fulltext/2014/01000/Feeling_Supported_and_
Abandoned__MIXED_MESSAGES.4.aspx

In addition Marnie Connolly and Laurea Atkinson 
have both submitted abstracts to SimHealth 
2014 to be held in Adelaide in August. This 
conference will  explore the theme “Mind the 
Gap” and is designed to share, inform, 
experience and explore simulation in research, 
education and technology innovation. 

Local Bairnsdale GP registrar, Dr Ei Aung is 
submitting an abstract to the GPET Convention 
which will be held this year in Brisbane in 
September. The Convention brings to gether 
registrars, supervisors, medical educators, 
practice managers and other key GP education 
and training representatives and will cover 
themes including “The Art of Good Practice”, 
“Mentoring” and “Partnerships and the Ecology 
of Learning”.

CGHS has joined with Monash University in 
a research program, called the Extended 
Gippsland Interprofessional Partnership in 
Simulation (EGRIPS).

This program was developed after an 
identified need to improve communication 
between the professional groups within the 
medical field.

In 2011 the Department of aging funded 
Latrobe Community Health Service to 

commence clinics, and develop an interview 
tool to assist the students.  

The clinics involve students from 2 disciplines 
working in collaboration to interview a simulated 
patient (SP), and develop a plan for that patients 
care. This interview is then taped in order to 
provide feedback for each participant in relation 
to their interaction with the patient. 

Volunteers from the hospital made themselves 
available to train as a character. These 
characters were written by a Clinical Educator at 
CGHS, to reflect patients with complex care 
needs.

The SPs are based on real life situations and are 
exceptional at their acting role. Feedback from 
the students has stated that “ it is not difficult to 

immerse yourself in the interview, as the 
patients are so real”.

At the end of the interview the SP briefs the 
students on how they felt as a patient, then 
they leave. The students brief each other, with 
discussion around their particular role in the 
medical field. The clinical educator then 
follows with a full debrief and the students are 
able to watch themselves on a video 
playback. 

The program occurs every Tuesday, and 4 
students are involved per day. 

For further information, or if you would like to 
join this exciting program, please contact 
Margie Lee on 51438511.

Sale site Collaborates on 
Research Program with 
Central Gippsland Health 
Service

School of Rural Health 
Education Forum held 
at Bairnsdale
The first Education Forum for the 2014 
year was held at the School of Rural Health 
Bairnsdale during March. The topic of the 
forum was “The Graduate Tracking Project” 
conducted by the School of Rural Health. This 
is an important project that will demonstrate 
the effectiveness of the Rural Clinical School 
program in contributing to rural medical 
workforce.  

Data gathered from both the Medical Schools 
Outcomes Database (MSOD) and the rural 
clinical school graduate intentions Survey of 
FRAME (Federation of Rural Australian Medical 
Educators) will contribute to Monash’s 
Graduate Tracking project. 

This Education Forum provided an opportunity 
for academic representatives of both the SRH 
North-West and South-East Education 
Committees to examine the details of the 

graduate tracking project and discuss the next 
steps in the project. 

Presentations from Natalie Radomski, Laura 
Major and Helen Chambers set the scene for 
the Forum. Natalie presented a comprehensive 
overview of recent literature from other Rural 
Clinical Schools in Australia on factors related 
to their own data on graduate outcomes and 
intentions; and Laura and Helen provided an 
update of the FRAME and MSOD data 
projects. 

Delegates then broke into three groups to 
discuss aspects of the Graduate Tracking 
Project, with a view to recommendations for 
achievable future steps for the Project. 

It was generally acknowledged that the Rural 
Clinical School program has reached a point 
where we are only beginning to be able to 
measure data on long-term career decisions of 
RCS graduates. It was agreed that career 
decisions are a far more powerful indicator of 
the success or otherwise of the RCS program 
than career intentions of students or recent 
graduates. 

It was therefore agreed by delegates to the 
Forum that the current MSOD and FRAME 
databases will be examined from the 
perspective of their ability to demonstrate data 
on long-term career decisions; in addition, data 
sets such as the current AHPRA (Australian 
Health Professional Registration Agency) 
database and the Monash University Alumni 
database will be examined and perhaps utilised 
if they are able to provide information on career 
choices of RCS graduates. 

It was agreed that this activity will be taken 
forward by the SRH Rural MBBS Graduate 
Tracking Project Working Group. 

Many thanks to all those who contributed to 
the success of this Forum, including members 
of the Planning Group; special thanks to Deb 
Johnston and staff at SRH Bairnsdale for 
hosting the Forum, and the magnificent 
catering!   

David Campbell 
Director  
School of Rural Health Bairnsdale

Education and Community Engagement continued from page 2
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NHET Sim

During February NHET Sim held a 2 day 
simulation theory and practical workshop at 
Bairnsdale. Funded by the government to set 
foundations in simulation, the workshop attracted 
a cross section of health professionals including 
a paramedic, social worker and nurse educators. 
They came from areas including Orbost, Omeo 
and Bairnsdale with representatives from 
Advance TAFE, Federation University and our 
own clinical site academic coordinator, Marnie 
Connolly. 

SLE Project
The Department of Health Simulation Learning 
Environment lead for Victoria, Tracie Andrews, 
and Mat Jenkins, the Gippsland Project officer 
for the department visited the Bairnsdale site in 
early March. The visit was the first for the DoH 
staff and aimed at establishing how the project 
was progressing with updates in the rural sector. 
Marnie Connolly and Laurea Atkinson met with 
Tracie and Mat who toured the facility and held 
discussions around sustainability of simulation 
into the future. They were particularly impressed 
with the innovation of the Ambulance Community 
Officer (ACO) training program instigated by Terry 
Houge and Scott Fyfe and supported by Laurea, 
where simulation training is done on site and 
reciprocated as a simulation outreach program 
to Mallacoota. 

Simulation Week 
May 3-9
The aim of Simulation week is to promote 
community and organisation simulation activities 
and to celebrate achievements of programs, both 
local and international. 

Laurea Atkinson, the Project Officer for the 
Simulation Learning Environment at the 
Bairnsdale site of the School of Rural Health has 
been working hard on a project which highlights 
the work of the SLE locally including the outreach 
program. Her new ‘student’ Jimmy has been 
orientated to the Bairnsdale site, getting to know 
the staff and learning about opportunities for 
involvement in simulation and other health 
education activities. Jimmy is very excited by the 
prospect of being a ‘student’ at the site. “There is 
a lot to take in” he says, “but I am excited by 
what there is to offer here for students and I am 
looking forward very much to my time at 
Bairnsdale”.

NHET Sim attendees: Left to right: Kerryn (Omeo), 
Annette (Advance TAFE Bairnsdale), Marnie, Beth 
(Federation University),, Jules (Orbost), Carmel 
(Advance TAFE), Jenny (MUDRIH social worker), 
Caroline(BRHS Nurse educator). 

SLE Project Visit: Left to right: Tracie Andrews, Laurea 
Atkinson, Marnie Connolly, Mat Jenkins

Jimmy in the libraryNHET Sim attendees working through a scenario

Simulation continued from page 3

continued from page 2
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If you were Emperor for a day, what is one 
thing you would implement?

Kindness across the land, we would have to be 
kind to someone and to expect no gains.

What is something about you that most of 
your peers would no know?

I decided on one lot of annual leave that I had not 
had enough interview experience so I went for the 
job as a manager of a fast food outlet…and I got 
the job! I left nursing to go to this managerial post. 

The job was short-lived although I did enjoy it, as I 
got accepted to do my critical care certificate in 
Sydney. I believe though that my interview 
technique was effective. One of the questions 
asked during the interview was “What would you 
do if the store was robbed?”

My answer was “I’D HAND OVER THE MONEY 
AND I WOULD SAY…DO YOU WANT FRIES AND 
A SHAKE WITH THAT?”

Can you tell us your name and the position 
you hold?

Hi, My name is Laurea Atkinson and I am the 
Simulation Learning Environment Project Officer

Describe your role – Began in October 2012, to 
support and assist in the SLE and to collaborate 
with interested stakeholders in east Gippsland 
about simulation training and look after all the 
equipment in the skills lab at Bairnsdale. Quite a 
diverse role.

Why do you see your role as important?

It is the way that simulation education will grow in 
the future and that the learners, no matter at what 
stage they are can practice a certain skill, 
communication etc until they feel comfortable 
enough to carry out the skill on a patient. 

What is the best aspect of your work at the 
School of Rural Health?

The Monash family is a very supportive network 
and I enjoy the work. I have also had an 
opportunity to conduct my first research project 
with the assistance of Eleanor Mitchell and Marnie 
Connolly. 

What has been the highlight so far?

My outreach visits and working with the 
paramedics from remote easat Gippsland, Terry 
Hough and Scott Fyfe and their work with the 
Ambulance Community Officers

When not at work, what do you enjoy doing?

I enjoy going out to dinner, am bit of a movie buff 
and family is important to me.

Have you had a holiday, what was the 
destination and why did you choose it?

Last year I went to Toowoomba as my very close 
friend got married

Important Dates for 2014

Placement Dates

Year 2 28 April – 9 May

08 September – 19 
September

Placement Dates

Year 3B Semester 1

03 February – 06 June

Semester 2

30 June – 31 October

Year 4C Semester 1

10 February – 13 June

Semester 2

07 July – 07 November

Year 5D 27 January – 14 
November

Examination Period

10 November - 28 
November (TBC)

Bairnsdale
Telephone: +61 3 5150 3613
Facsimile: +61 3 5150 3614

Postal Address
Monash University School of Rural Health
East Gippsland Regional Clinical School
PO Box 1497, Bairnsdale, VIC 3875

Sale
Telephone: +61 3 5143 8500
Facsimile: +61 3 5143 8123

Postal Address
Monash University School of Rural Health
East Gippsland Regional Clinical School
PO Box 9159, Sale, Victoria 3850

Leongatha
Telephone: 51226403

Postal Address
Monash University School of Rural Health
South Gippsland
PO Box 729
Leongatha, Victoria 3953

Over the Back Fence


