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PhD scholarship opportunities 
Insurance Work and Health Research Group, School of Public Health and 
Preventive Medicine, Monash University 
We are seeking talented health sciences, social sciences, epidemiological, allied health or 
medical candidates who wish to apply for a full-time scholarship to pursue a PhD. You 
should ideally have a quantitative background in the social or health sciences and an interest 
in the links between work and health. 
 
About this PhD opportunity 
Australia has a complex and fragmented approach to supporting people who cannot work 
due to injury or ill health. Income support for ill and injured workers is provided through a 
range of state, commonwealth and private systems including workers’ compensation, life 
insurance, unemployment benefits and the Disability Support Pension. There is very little 
information on the health, work and social function of people engaging with some of these 
systems. We also know very little about the movement of people with long term or chronic 
conditions between systems of support. Such information is critical for developing clinical 
and workplace interventions, as well as policies and practices to reduce the burden of work 
disability nationally.  
We are seeking candidates to work on three new studies in this area: 

• A study of the experiences, work function and health outcomes of Australians who 
make life insurance claims for income protection and total and permanent disability.  

• A study of the experiences, work function and health outcomes of Australians who 
are seeking access to, or receiving, the Disability Support Pension.  

• A study examining the movement of people with chronic health conditions between 
workers’ compensation and social security benefit systems.  

Candidates will have an opportunity to learn how to conduct systematic reviews of research 
evidence, epidemiological analysis of large datasets, and quantitative surveys. Within this 
research program, there is ample opportunity for the candidate to conduct independent 
research under the supervision of an expert research team. 
We anticipate that all students will successfully complete studies within three contact years. 
All students complete PhD studies by publication so they have a track record when they 
finish their research.  
 
About the Insurance Work and Health Group 
The IWH Group sits within the School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Monash 
University. The group conducts applied research and is focused on improving the health of 
all workers and the sustainability of the systems that support them. We design and conduct 
research with real world impact. Our deep technical expertise and industry experience 
means we are well-positioned to translate research into expert advice for industry, 
government and the wider community. The group is recognised internationally as a leading 
centre in work disability and compensation system research. We have multiple large projects 
supported by funding from government and industry partners and through competitive grant 
schemes such as the National Health and Medical Research Council.  
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The School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine has a large research training program 
that includes over 100 PhD students. The School is located primarily at the Alfred Medical 
Research and Education Precinct, and has deep and broad expertise in large 
epidemiological studies, multicentre clinical trials, clinical registries, evidence synthesis and 
health and social science. The research within the School leads to over 700 peer-reviewed 
publications per year.  
An overview of some projects and the staff of the IWH group can be found at:  
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/iwhgroup  
 
Qualifications and financial Support 
Candidate Requirements 

• A first class or 2A honours degree, MD, MBBS or equivalent;  

• Australian or New Zealand citizenship or permanent residency; 

• A candidate whose first language is not English should have a minimum IELTS score 
of 7, with no band below 6.5 

Candidates with H1 equivalent are encouraged to apply for scholarship. An initial, one year 
scholarship (equivalent to Research Training Program base stipend) for the first year of 
candidature is available. Students will be supported to apply for scholarships to support 
years 2 and 3 of candidature, and may access top-up funds for years 2 and 3.  
 
Remuneration:   
Commensurate with Research Training Program stipend (tax exempt), plus support for 
attendance at approved courses. 
 
How to apply 
Email your CV and a cover letter to alex.collie@monash.edu  
The cover letter should include a description of how this PhD will help you advance in your 
career, and an explanation of your career goals.  
For further information please call +61 (0) 3 9903 0525 
 
Closing date: by 5.00pm Friday 7th September 2018. 
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