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Editorial 

   

2019 has brought with it a number of challenges which the Eras journal editorial team has tackled 

head on. The growing pressure for postgraduates to publish their research in high-impact journals 

of international standing, while reflective of the increasing influence of high-quality postgraduate 

research, has forced postgraduate journals to reassess their purpose and strategy. Despite such 

challenges, the editorial team remains committed to ensuring that Eras continues to be a valuable 

outlet for postgraduates to disseminate their research, engage in dialogue with the academic 

community, gain experience with the peer-review process, and build their academic track record 

amidst an increasingly competitive landscape. To that end, the team have been engaging in a 

number of endeavours throughout the year. We have engaged in advertising the journal to 

currently enrolled Honours students who will be commencing their postgraduate careers in future 

years. We have also been working with the Australian Historical Association (AHA) towards 

including Eras in the AHA’s journal evaluation list. In the year to come, the board will also be 

working towards registering Eras in the Directory of Open Access Journals. We believe that such 

endeavours will have a positive outcome on the future direction of Eras.  

As such, I am very proud to present the publication of Edition 21 of Eras, and would like to thank 

all the authors, of both the articles and book reviews, who contributed to this edition. I would also 

like to sincerely thank all of the peer-reviewers involved for their generous contribution of time 

and expertise, without which this edition would not be possible. We are delighted to include in 

Edition 21 two articles. Mitchell Naughton’s paper “Highwaymen Who Have Been Heroes”: Military 

Highway Robbers of Eighteenth-Century London is a thoroughly informative study of military men in 

eighteenth-century Britain who stood trial for the crime of highway robbery. Using archival 

material from the Old Bailey Criminal Records, Naughton explores both the background of the 

men who committed such crimes, as well as the nature of the crimes they committed. In so doing, 

he challenges a number of scholarly perceptions concerning criminal veterans, and the crime of 

highway robbery. Jillian Gardner’s article The Northern Territory Emergency Response: A Case Study of 

the Ignoble Savagery of Whiteness explores the persistence and effects of a particular construction of 

‘Aboriginality’ promoted by the language of the media and politics. Gardner focuses on the 

Northern Territory Emergency Response, also known as the ‘Intervention’, as a case study in order 

to demonstrate the endurance of structural violence and the ‘deeply colonising’ elements of settler 

colonialism. By drawing on a variety of disciplinary literatures, Gardner provides an important and 

topical analysis of the inherent White ‘ferality’ of settler colonialism and the nation state. Both 

articles will be of great interest not only to the specialist reader, but also to the general reader 

interested in dipping their toes into the academic waters of each articles’ respective disciplinary 

field.  

We are also delighted to include in Edition 21 five wonderfully informative book reviews from a 

variegated array of disciplines. Hannah Viney’s review of Mary Hoban’s An Unconventional Wife: 

The Life of Julia Sorell Arnold reflects on the important responsibility of historians and biographers 

alike to uncover the stories of seemingly ‘ordinary’, ‘difficult’, or ‘forgotten’ women of the past 
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from the archives. Moving into the world of contemporary global politics, Martin O’Donnell’s 

review of War and Political Theory provides an insightful commentary and critique of author Brian 

Orend’s analysis of ‘just war’ theory, which, in addition to the theories of ‘pacifism’ and ‘realism’, 

is the book’s core focus. In a thematically related review, Samaya Borom discusses the intersection 

of religion, power, and politics, and the influence of political theology and philosophy upon 

constructions of political discourse as explored in Saul Newman’s Political Theology: A Critical 

Introduction. Drawing a bridge between politics and history, Stephanie Jury highlights the 

contributions to scholarship made by a number of ‘stand-out’ essays in her review of Languages of 

Power in Italy (1300–1600), an edited collection that explores the role which language – spoken, 

written, and visual – played in the discourse of power in late-medieval Italy. Finally, highly relevant 

to the growing recognition of and sensitivity to the LGBTQI+ community is Rachel Lansell’s 

review of Clayton J. Whisnant’s Queer Identities and Politics in Germany: A History, 1880–1945, in 

which Rachel provides a succinct overview of the book’s contribution to queer histories, as well 

as a critique of Whisnat’s ‘sidelining’ of trans histories. We hope that the reader finds these reviews 

both informative and enjoyable.  

Finally, just as a pot proves the existence of a potter, so too does the publication of a new edition 

prove the existence of an editorial board, and I am proud to boast that I have had the pleasure of 

working with a truly excellent team of board members this year, each deserving of individual thanks. 

Sarah Chandlee (Assistant Editor-in-Chief) has been an invaluable member of the team, assisting 

me in decision making processes, handling the review of articles, and selflessly taking on secretarial 

duties additional to her role. Jennifer Lord (Book Reviews Editor) has independently and 

thoroughly handled all the reviews from start to finish with a high level of professionalism, and 

her attention to detail can only be described as meticulous. Matthew Topp (Technical Editor) has 

dealt with the transition of our website to a new platform with patience and persistence, and has 

beautifully updated and re-designed elements of our new website – be sure to look out for our 

new ‘Editorial Board’ page! Those who have been following us on Twitter will have noticed our 

increased Social Media presence – this is in no small part due to the excellent efforts of Gary 

Dickson (Social Media & Communications Editor), who has taken on his role with excitement and 

executed it with expertise. Joshua Hatherley (General Board Member) has proactively and 

positively assisted in all aspects of the journal’s most fundamental tasks – reviewing, sourcing peer-

reviewers, copy-editing – and has been a valuable representative of the philosophical discipline 

amongst a predominantly ‘historical’ editorial board. And last, but by no means least, Bernard Keo 

(General Board Member), who previously held the position of Editor-in-Chief in 2018, has 

graciously provided me and the entire team with much needed guidance as I transitioned into my 

role, and continued doing so throughout the year – his perpetual dedication to the journal is greatly 

appreciated. A special mention also goes to Lana Stephens (former Secretary), who although 

vacated her position earlier in the year, was responsible for our beautifully designed Call for Papers, 

which was also utilised for the cover of this issue. I will now personally sign off on what is my first 

and last year serving on the editorial board, and am grateful for the skills which this experience has 

given me. I look forward to seeing Eras grow in future years.  

Emily Fero-Kovassy 

Editor-in-Chief

https://www.monash.edu/arts/philosophical-historical-international-studies/eras



