
 

Meet the Finalists 
 
 
Angela Schumann 
Faculty of Arts 
Title: Confessing Shakespeare: Uncovering the structures of       
confession in Shakespeare's plays 
Angela Schumann is doing her PhD in Literary Studies at Monash           
University. Her thesis explores confession and self-deception in        
Shakespeare's plays. Angela is a teaching associate at Monash, is          
internationally published, and regularly presents at national and        
international conferences. 
 
 

 
Yuliya Love-Kryuchkova Lynch 
Faculty of Business and Economics 
Title: Poverty and Education 
At 16 I left my parents’ home and moved miles away to pursue higher              
education. I experienced that education can provide meaningful        
opportunities. In my PhD I focus on improving educational outcomes for           
children who are living in extreme poverty. 
 
 

 
Hannah Yared 
Faculty of Education 
Title: Kids can't be racist... can they? 
Hannah is a 2nd year PhD candidate researching racism and school           
belonging. She is passionate about research topics that bridge the          
gap between psychology and education, with a particular interest in          
supporting marginalised populations. 

 



 
 
Erin Brodie 
Faculty of Engineering 
Title: Human-Plane Bits: New Alloys For Implants 
Erin is a Monash graduate with bachelor’s degrees in Engineering and           
Arts. When she's not working on her PhD on 3D printed implants, you             
might find her blacksmithing with the Monash Forge. 
 
 
 

 
 
Gopikrishnan Chirappurathu Remesan 
IITB-Monash Research Academy 
Title: How to speak biology to mathematics: tumour growth beyond          
laboratories! 
My parents are goldsmiths. It was always fun to watch the cool chemical             
reactions happening in my dad's workshop that finally make beautiful          
jewellery from gold pieces. This metal metamorphosis was my first          
scientific inspiration. 
 
 

 
Jigya Khabar 
Faculty of Information Technology 
Title: Does your culture have a say in the autonomy of information? 
I'm a child of refugees who fought for many years to find a place to call                
home. And yet, I ran out to explore the world as soon as I turned an adult.                 
I've travelled across 13 countries and have many more penned down on            
my waiting list! 
 
 

 
  

 



 
 

Warisa Ongsupankul 
Faculty of Law 
Title: Not just a victim: Fostering diversity and inclusion in schools through            
human rights education 
Growing up in diverse environments, I’ve become fascinated with diversity          
in culture, nature, people, ideas - and, of course, food! 
 
 

 
Lisa Fu 
Monash Art, Design and Architecture (MADA) 
Title: Getting on-board: Bikes on Melbourne’s metro trains 
Lisa is a designer and researcher working as part of the mobility            
design lab at Monash with her project supported by Metro Trains           
Melbourne. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alexandra Waddell 
Monash Sustainable Development Institute 
Title: Sharing decisions for better health outcomes - using the body to            
support the hands 
Alex’s research focuses on how to support clinicians and patients          
make decisions together. This research looks to explore how the          
health system can support clinicians and patients share decisions,         
through a behavioural lens.  

 



 
 
Ben Amberg 
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences 
Title: Mrs Donald’s balloon and fetal surgery 
Ben is a current MD/PhD student completing his research in fetal           
physiology at the Hudson Institute of medical research. Outside of          
work he is a die-hard triathlete spending most of his time swimming,            
riding or running his way around Melbourne. 
 
 
 

 
 
Caleb Cheah 
Monash University Malaysia 
Title: EPS: An Attractive Solution to Metal Pollution 
I was born and raised in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Although I grew up in a               
city, I enjoy hiking around the wilderness and countryside. I hope to one             
day visit all the seven wonders of the world. 
 
 

 
Yingkai (Cathy) Wei 
Faculty of Pharmacy 
Title: Pain-on-chip: Towards a cell-based microfluidic sensor for pain         
modulation 
I quit my 5 years pharmacist job and decided to pursue a PhD after              
listening to a TED talk on the topic of organ-on-chip technology 
 
 
 

  

 



 
 

Fernando Gordillo Altamirano 
Faculty of Science 
Title: Phage Therapy: Fighting Superbugs 
I was born and raised in the Ecuadorian Andes, in a city 30 km away from                
an active volcano (guess that's where I get my fire from). Can't wait to do a                
version of my 3MT in Spanish for my family! 
 
 

 
Diego Cardona-Escobar 
Faculty of Education - Wildcard Winner 
Title: English linguistics policies in Columbia: Opportunities for social         
justice or perpetuation of social inequality? 
Diego Cardona-Escobar is a PhD candidate in the Faculty of Education.           
His research interests revolve around social policy sociology and social          
justice issues. Diego has worked as an educator in both private and            
public high schools as well as public universities in Columbia. 
 

 


