Director's Message
It's hard to believe it has been almost 9 months since I took
over as Director of MCSHE – and what an amazing centre
to have the pleasure of leading. While it was sad to say
goodbye to Professor Charlotte Rees, her work in
establishing MCSHE over the three years prior has made
my job an easy one! The MCSHE team themselves are
testament to Charlotte’s leadership as they continue
to advance health education through their scholarly pursuits. The updates
below give a sense of the progress of discovery, application and translation of
our education research endeavours.
Happy reading!
Associate Professor Claire Palermo
PhD, Fellow DA, PFHEA

Scholarship of Discovery
We have initiated new research on the Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
learning and teaching in health professional education. We are evaluating
the impact of the changes to teaching and learning approaches in
selected courses in the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences at
Monash University (MNHS), which will also form an Honours project. This study
will provide evidence on feasibility, benefits, shortcomings and economic impact
of initiatives and provide guidance to shape education in the post-pandemic
world.
In July we hosted a showcase of the 2019 MNHS Teaching and Learning
Research Grant recipients.Ten short presentations were delivered online by
recipients to showcase their research findings. There was terrific attendance
with over 70 participants in attendance.

Scholarship of Application
In March we attended in person and virtually the
Ottawa conference in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. The MCSHE core and affiliate team
used this opportunity to network with our
international colleagues at our exhibition booth
and presented a symposium and seven oral
presentations.
In August MCSHE was pleased to be a platinum sponsor and part of the
organising committee for the ANZAHPE 2020 virtual conference. MCSHE staff
and affiliates had abstracts accepted and affiliate Assoc. Prof. Gabrielle Brand
presented the “Ways of Seeing in Healthcare” exhibition.
Our Seminar/workshop series continues to enhance capacity for health
education research across MNHS and beyond. So far in 2020, we have hosted
six seminars and one methodology workshop with presenters from MNHS, the
Faculty of Education, Charles Darwin University and the University of Calgary.
The webinar format has increased participation with an average of 47
participants attending from multiple faculties at Monash University, clinical
settings and other Australian and overseas universities.

Scholarship of Integration
Our 2020 research focus was to establish six Research Networks based on
the priority themes identified from the health education research priority setting
exercise. The overarching purpose of the research networks is to develop
collaborations across MNHS and Faculty of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences to lead high quality health education research outcomes and impacts.
Network leaders have been selected with team members to follow later this
year.

Scholarship of Teaching
2020 has provided us with a challenge to deliver the DHHS-funded Supervision
program for health and human services workers - now in webinar format until

June 2021. Since commencing the supervision training in October 2017, we
have delivered 180 workshops, with an average overall satisfaction score of
7/8. We have published a protocol and realist synthesis of clinical supervision
training interventions with a realist evaluation to follow. As an extension to
these workshops we have developed the Quality supervision in health and
human services course with the first cohort commencing in September.
Our Introduction to education
research in health professions
and sciences course now
includes an online
option. Participants nationally and
internationally have valued the
well-coordinated course,
educators’ vast knowledge and
expertise, rich content, scaffolded
pedagogy, conversational video clips, engaging weekly webinars and online
activities, and peer support as described in the testimonials. In place of the
typical face-to-face course we are offering an intensive online (two-week)
course in December this year.

Best wishes from the team at MCSHE

