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SPECIAL  RESEARCH  GRANTS FOR  '81
The VicaLchanc®llor,  Professor Martin,  has announced  the allocation  of $392,414 from  the  University's Special

R®soarch fund to support 153 projects during 1981.

Fifty-six new projects are to be funded,  at a cost of
S133,877,  and  there  are  97  continuing  grants,  costing
$258,537.

The grants are distributed as follows:
'S

Arts (17 projects)
ECOPS (8)
Education(1)
Engineering(12)
Law (2)
Medicine (50)
Science (63)

23,555

24,040
4,OcO

41,6cO

4,500
138,157

156,562

$230,000 A.WARD TO PHYSIOLOGIST
P.rofessor   Geoffrey   Donald   Thorburn,   who   was

recently appointed to a chair of physiology at Monash,
has  been  awarded  a  $230,000  grant  by  the  National
Health and Medical Research Council for research into
foetal and early  post-natal development.

The five-year NH&MRC grant will enable Professor
Thorburn  to  investigate  the  mechanisms  involved  in
early foetal loss, miscarriages and abortions, the control
of  premature  labour,   the  induction  of  labour,   the
growth of the foetus and the development of the new-
born.

He will also conduct research on the foetal respiratory
system and the normal sleep (rapid eye movement .and
slow  wave  sleep)  cycle  of  the  baby  and  its  evolution
during foetal life.

It  is  possible that some respiratory problems  of the
new-born,    including    the    Sudden    Infant    Death
Syndrome   ("Cot   Death")   may   be   related   to   the
appearance  of  changing  respiratory  control  systems
associated with the development of the slow-wave-sleep
state.

Professor Thorburn,  who  is  at present professor of
physiology at the University  of Queensland, is expected
to  take  up  his  Monash  appointment  on  February  1,
198 I .

CHRISTMAS RECESS - 1980
The    Comptroller,    Mr    Candy,    has    asked    that

departments    process    all    urgent    matters    requiring
attention   in   the   University   Offices   on   Wednesday
December  24  as  early  as  possible  on  that  day.  Save
where prior arrangements have been made, it is intended
to cease normal business  at midday and to resume on
Monday,  January 5,1981.

Staff who have made arrangements  for meetings  or
conferences,   or  expect  visitors  during  the  closedown
period,  should notify Central Services Manager before
December 24.  Arrangements  made after  December  24
should   be   notified   to   the   Traffic   Office   so   that
appropriate services may be proviovided.

THANK YOU...
SOUND  has  received the  following  letter  from

the   University's   Equipment   Officer,    Mr   Earl
Headland,   whose   daughter's   tragic   death   was
revealed recently:

"Hazel and Earl Headland wish to thank all our
friends    at    Monash    for    their    sympathy    and
understanding  in  what has  been the most terrible
week   of our lives.

"Your    beautiful    flowers    were    very    much

appreciated and help brighten up these lonely days.
"Once again thank you very much."

FARM WEEK REPORT RECEIVED
The  report  of the  Committee  of Inquiry into  Farm

Week   1980  has  been  received  and  copies  have  been
circulated to all members of the Professorial Board.

The Committee was appointed in August 1980 under
the   chairmanship   of   Professor   Enid   Campbell   to
"inquire into and report on the conduct of Farm Week
in  1980 and to  make recommendations concerning the
conduct of Farm Week in future."

The  Vice-Chancellor,  Professor  Martin,  said  today
that it  had not  been possible to  prepare copies  of the
l9-page report in time for the November meeting of the
Board, as had been intended, but it would be considered
at the Board's first meeting in  1981.

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF ARCHIVES
The University has been advised that the Australian

Archives  in  Canberra  will  be  closed  to  public  access
from January 24 to March 9,1981.

The  closure  has  been  necessitated  by  the  planned
move   of   several   shelf-miles   of   records   from   the
Archives' present buildings in Parkes to new premises in
Mitchell.

The   Director-General,   Professor   R.G.   Neale,   has
written:

"I very much regret that this takes-place during the

time  when  many  university  staff wish  to  pursue  their
research,  but  the  move  is  imperative  because  of  the
increasingly    rapid    deterioration    of    the    Parkes
buildings."

I....- :



NH&MRC GRANT APPLICATIONS
The National Health & Medical Research Council is

now inviting applications  for project grant awards for
1982.    The   closing   date   for   application   is   Friday,
February 27,1981.

An   application   kit   has   been   sent   to   the   Chief
Investigator   (or  the   Chief  Investigator   first   named,
where there is more than one) of each project receiving
support   in   1981.   Each   application   kit   contains   13
separate  documents,  together  with  check-list.  Further
supplies of the kit may be obtained by telephoning Mrs
Tricia Mahon on ext.  3073.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT RESEARCH
The  National  Health  &  Medical  Council  is  inviting

applications  from  suitably  qualified  persons  to  set  up
and administer a Traffic Accident Research Unit which
is to be established by NH&MRC.

Further information is available from Mrs P. Mahon
(ext  3073.).

Applications close with Mr.  B.D.  Shields on Friday,
February 6,1981.

EARTHQUAKE APPEAL
Contributions   are  coming  in   slowly  for  the  fund

established  at  Monash  to  aid  victims  of  the  Italian
earthquakes (SOUND 40-80).

Donations  are  being  accepted  in  the  office  of  the
Dean of Science,  Professor Swan.

Staff intending  to  contribute  are  asked  to  do  so. as
soon  as  possible  to  enable  donations  to  be  processed
before the Christmas break. The need is urgent.

GOOD NEWS FROM ABROAD
ACUMEN,    newsletter    of    the    Association    of

Commonwealth Universities,  reports that the National
University of Singapore (NUS) is to double its academic
staff numbers by  1985.

It says:  ``At present there are 700 academic staff and
the University plans to increase that number to 1,200 in
1981  and  I,500 in  1985.  To  meet  these targets  NUS  is
stepping  up its  recruitment  efforts locally and  abroad
and plans to set up recruitment offices in the U.K..and
U.S.A..

"The disciplines in which staff are particularly short

include    medicine,    engineering,     accountancy    and
business    administration,    economics    and    statistics,
computer science, law and dentistry. "

***

And   in   Nigeria,   the   newsletter   says,   the  Federal
Government is establishing nine new universities.

At present the country has  13 universities,located in
12 of the  19 states.  Seven of the new universities will be
of  science  and  technology  and  will  be  located  in  the
remaining   seven   states.   Of  the   remaining  two   new
universities,   one   will   be   established   in   the   Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja, and the other will be an Open
University to  start in  1982.

In addition, three state governments - in Anambra
State,  Rivers State and Cross River State - are setting
up their own universities.

RESEARCH GRANTS AVAILABLE
Study of Chronic Brain Damage:

National  Health  and  Medical  Research  Council  is
inviting   applications   for   support   for   research   into
chronic brain damage in Australia.

Further information is available from Mrs P. Mahon
(ext.  3073).

Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.  Shields  on  Friday,
February 6,1981.

ERDC 1982 Research Grants:
Applications   are  being   invited   for   1982   Research

Grants with the Education Research and Development
Committee.

Further   information   and   application   forms   are
available from Mrs P.  Mahon (ext.  3073).

Applications close on Friday,  March 20,1981.

#

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

ACAnEMlc
ECONOMICS & POLITICS

Accounting & Finance - Tutor in Commercial Law
ENGINEERING

Chemical   Engineering   -   Continuing/Senior   Lecturer;   Senior
Tutor;  Research Chemist

MEDICINE
Biochemistry - Research Assistarits (4)

GENERAL
EDUCATION

Secretary - Dip.Ed.  Office
ENGINEERING

Chemical Engineering - Professional Officers (2)
LIBRARY

Computer Systems Officer GR I;  Library Assistant Gr.  11

SCIENCE
Earth Sciences - Draftsman   (half - full time)

COMPTROLLER
Salaries Office - Clerk

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047,  clerical positions to 2038,  and technical positions to
2055.

MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR:
I   should   like   to   take   this   opportunity  to   thank

everyone at Monash for their help during the past year
and  for  their  cooperation  in  dealing  with  the  many
problems which have had to be faced.

My wife and  family join me in extending to you all
our warmest wishes  for a very happy Christmas and a
successful and enjoyable  1981.

Ray Martin
Vice-Chancellor

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer


