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INDUSTRY BACKING FOR NEW COURSE
A pioneering course in information systems, largely supported by business enterprises and aimed at
providing an understanding of computer applications to business, is expected to begin at Monash nextI year.

The course, which will lead to the degree of Bachelor of
Information Systems (BIS) has been approved in principle by
Monash Council. The regulations and degree structure will
be considered by the Professorial Board at its meeting on 30
September.

The major part of the course will be taucht in the Facultythof Economics and PoHties, with input from the Department

of Computer Science.
The initiative for the program stemmed from the  Com-

monwealth Tertiary Education Commission (CIEC), in as-
sociation with the Australian Business Council, and was an-
nounced  in  Canbena  by  the  Minister  for  Employment,
Education and Training, Mr John Dawkins, and the Minister
for Industry, Technology and Commerce, Senator John But-
ton.

The project  is part  of a broader  program involving the
University of New South Wales, the NSW Institute of Tech-
nology and Swihburne Institute of Technology.

Initiauy,  50  students  will  be  eurolled  for  the  course  at
Monash. A unique feature of the scheme is that each student
will   be   awarded   an   "Information   Systems   Scholarship",
valued at up to $80cO a year. In return, the student will be ex-
pected to undertake work experience with participating com-
panies during normal vacation periods, as well as complete a
full year's study.

Money for  the  scholarships  will  be  paid  by  sponsoring
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The specification of the CrEC that the degree should be

completed in three years will be met by adding a final sum~
mer semester to the third year of the course.

The Dean of Ecops, Professor Sinclair, said that students
would take main courses in introductory business computing,
business systems and management of computer systems.

They  will   combine   this   with   courses   in   quantitative
methods, computer science, economics, accounting and eight
management subjects selected from offerings in the Bachelor
of Economics degree.

Professor Sinclair said that employment with a participat-
ing company on completion of the degree is not guaranteed
by the program.

CLINICAL SCHOOL FOR BOX HILL
Monash University and Box Hill Hospital have agreed in

principle to establish a clinical school at the hospital to beSn
undergraduate medical teaching there in 1989.

The agreement is in keeping with the reorganisation of af-
filiatious between  metropolitan  hospitals  and Monash  and
Melbourne universities.

The   reorganisation   will   ensure   that   an   appropriate
balance   of   resources   for   the   two   medical   schools   is
preserved, and will enable the universities to participate in
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hospital planning for the upgrading of specialist clinical ser-
vices.

Mr  Clive L.  Ward,  President  of the  Hospital Board of
Management, welcomed the proposed agreement.

"The   development   recognises   the   availability   of   ap-

propriate clinical experience at Box Hill,  and will establish
the hospital as a centre of clinical excellence," he said.

Mr Ward said he hoped the development of the clinical
school  would  lead   to  the   estabnshment  of  a  range  of
specialist clinical services currently not available in the east-
ern suburbs.

Professor Graeme Schofield, Dean of Medicine, said that
the  Monash  Medical School welcomed the  opportunity of
participating in the future development of Box Him Hospital."The hospital  has  a highly important  role to  play in the
North Eastern Metropolitan Redon 7, which includes almost
one-third of the population of the State of Victoria," he said.
"I'he establishment of a full clinical school at the hospital will
be a significant factor in extending the range of clinical ser-
vices available to that community."

RESISTANCE T0 CHANGES IN TENURE
Any  move  to  alter  the  system  of  tenure  in  universities

would be bitterly fought by many academic staff, according to
the Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee.

h a statement responding to the government's new higher
education guidelines  released by the Minister  for  Employ-
ment, Education and Training, Mr Dawkins, last week, the
acting chairman of the AVCC, Professor Brian Wilson, said:

"Tenure  gives  academic  staff  in  certain  disciplines  a
measure of protection from pressure groups who might want
to  curtail  academics'  role  as  independent  and  informed
critics   in   society.   However,   tenure   (as   a   protection  of
academic freedom)  was  less  necessary in  other  disciplines
and sometimes was inconsistent with the need to offer short-
term  contracts  at  higher  rates  to  attract  the  best  staff  to
universities in competition with the private sector.

"Universities need the flexibhity to offer staff the most ap-

propriate salary package for their needs - sometimes that will
include maximum security, sometimes that will be salaries at
market rates, sometimes it could be both," Professor Wilson
said. Since universities operated in a global area, the absence
of tenurable appointments could make Australia less attrac-
tive   internationally   to   staff   of   high   quality   (including
Australians).

Professor Wilson said the AVCC generally welcomed the
government's  decision  to  review  the  future  of  the  higher
education system.

While there had been a barrage of uninformed criticism of
the  university  system by  certain  politicians  and public  ser-
vants, Professor Wilson said universities had demonstrated a
capacity for evolution and



innovation, in spite of being forced to operate in a highly
regulated environment with contracting f`mding per student.

"What  universities  need  most  is  adequate  resources  to

pursue activities in which they have a track record of achieve-
ment even on a sloe-string budget. The government can con-
tribute a great deal through long-term guidelines rather than
imposing short-term political priorities and over-regulation.

"Universities need far greater flexibility in such areas  as
staffmg policy and  private  supplementation  of goverrment
funding, and more freedom to develop particular strengths of
individual institutions.

"Competition in research and in teaching is healthy, but
resources should be auocated on the basis of ability to use
resources effectively. Support should not be given to cheap,
superficiauy attractive prograns of doubtful quality," he said.

If the  new Australian  Research  Council  was  to  be  the
mechanism for redistributing research resources among the
institutions to receive research funding, it was essential that it
was structured to take account of all categories of research -
fundamental, applied, long and short-term. It would also be
crucial for it to protect the concept of excenence in research,
and the importance of research in the humanities.

The  AVCC  also  saw  a  continuing  need  for  a  repre-
sentative,  expert and independent body, such as CTEC, to
advise  government  on  the  many  complex  issues  of  higher
education.

(A summary of the major provisions in the government's
guidelines  will  appear  in  the  October  issue  of  Monash
Reporter.)

ACADEMIC JOBS LIST
The  Information  Office has  copies  of the  latest lists  of

academic vacancies,  at home  and abroad, prepared by the
Australian Vice-Chancenors' Committee.

The lists can be perused at the Inquiry Desk, main foyer,
University Offices.

AS THE ENGLISH SEE US
The Times, London, evidently sees Monash enSneers as

apretty laid-back lot.
On 7 September it carried a Monash advertisement of a

"Chair of Telecommuricatious and Informal Engineering".

JAPANESE MUSICIAN AT MONASH
A  lunchtime  concert  by  Tsuruta  Kinshi,  a  master  per-

former  of  the  Japanese  Biwa,  will  be  presented  by  the
Monash departments of Japanese and Music on Tuesday 6
October.   The   performance   will   be   given   in   the   music
auditorium, 8th floor, Menzies Building, at lpm.

Tsuruta Kinshi is visiting Australia with leading contem-
porary composer Toru Takemitsu and other artists under the
auspices of the Japan Foundation.

They will appear again at Monash on 10 October when the
Melbourne Symphony, under Hiroyuki Iwaki, will present a
full program  of Toru  Takemitsu's works  in  Robert  Black-
wood Hall.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH TALK
Dr  Cherflyn  Tillman,  Occupational  Health  and  Safety

Manager, will be the speaker at the next 'infomation session'
for senior administrators on Friday 9 October.

The session will be held in the Banquet Room, Union, at
3.15  pin.  Those  wishing  to  attend  should  notify  the  Staff
Development Office (ext. 4054, 4110) by Tuesday 6 October.

THE FENNER CONFERENCES
The Australian Academy of Science is calling for environ-

mental and conservation topic proposals for its annual Fen-
ner Conferences.

The proposed topic should cover an Australian problem
which   conference  participants   could  help  solve  through
developing policies.

Further information  and  appHcation forms are  available
from  the   Academy  Secretariat,   Australian  Academy  of
Science, GPO Ben 783, Canberra, 2601.

Applications close on 30 November.

SCIENCE TALENT SHARCH
Professor  Asbjorn  Baldien,  of Chemistry,  will  open the

Science Teachers Association Amual Science Talent Search
display at Robert Blackwood Hall on Tuesday 13 October.

The display and presentation of bursaries will be held be-
tween 11 and 4.

ATERB MEDAL 1988
Applications  are  invited  from  scholars  who  have  co7

ducted   outstanding   research   in   telecommunications
electronics for the ATERB Medal 1988.

The wimer will receive a medal and $2500.
Further information is available from the Higher Degree

and Scholarships Office, ext.3009.

FRENCH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Dr   Keith   Ovenden,   an   expert   political   commentator

presently touring France, will talk on "The French Presiden-
tial elections" on Thursday 8 October in H5, Menzies Build-
ing, at 10 am.

Dr Ovenden, formerly from the University of Canterbury
in New Zealand, recently contributed a chapter to the ABC
television series "The Europeans" on modern France.

Further information is available from Professor Briar Nel-
son, ext.2215.

"TERRA AUSTRALIS" CONFERENCE

The   fmal   booklet   detailing   the   "Terra   Australis
Australia International Conference in Sydney and Canbl
next year is available for perusal in the Info-rmation Office,    .
University Offices.

The   booklet   covers   information   on   the   conference
program, reristration fees and accommodation.

The Australian Academy of the Humanities  conference
will   trace   Australia's   history   from   the   arrival   of   tbe
Aboriches to present cultural and immigration trends.

The conference, being endorsed by the Australian Bicen-
tennial Authority, will run in Sydney from 14 - 19 August and   ~
in Canberra from 22 - 26 August.

SAMU GENERAL MEETING
The third term ordinary general meeting of the Staff As-

sociation  of  Monash  University  (SAMU)  will  be  held  on
Wednesday 7 October in R2 at 1.05 pin.

LIBRARY SURVEY
The Library Survey Committee  has  asked  staff and stu-

dents to return their library questiormaires as soon as pos-
sible.

Only in this way can you have your say about hbrary issues
that affect you.



CND LEADER AT MONASH
Former General Secretary of the United Kingdom Can-

paign for  Nuclear  Disarmament,  Bruce  Kent,  will  talk  on"Personal reflectibus  on  peace  movements"  on Tuesday 13
October at 1.10 pin in Room 358, Menzies Building.    ,

Mr  Kent  is  speaking  as  a  guest  of the  Monash  Peace
S tudies Network.

COMING EVENTS
30 Sept        Environmental Forum -"Agricultural chemicals
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and our health", Dr Ian Brighthope, doctor and
naturopath, GSES Set)iinar Room, 5.15 pin.
Migrant   Studies   Seminar   -   "Objectives   and
orientations in the study of politics in multi-eth-
nic  societies",  Dr  Francis  Ijoh,  Politics  depart-
ment, Room 556, Menzies Building, 4.15 pin.
BIood Bank - also on 5 October. Reservations at
the Union Desk.
Blood  Bank  in  SGO,  ground  floor,  Menzies
Budding.

|\       SCHOIARSHIPSAND FELLOWSHIPS
Frank_KhouFellowships
Applications are being called for Frank Knox Fellowhips

1988 - 1989 from Australian citizens in most fields of study.
The fellowships are tenable at Harvard University and in-

clude tuition fees and an annual stipend of SUS7000 with the
possibhityofrenewingthefeuowshipforasecondyear.

Further information is available from the Higher Degree
and Scholarships Office, ext.3009.

Applications close on 23 October.
R_rralResearchscholarships
The Australian Special Rural Research Council is inviting

applications  for  postgraduate  research  scholarships  from
Science, Agriculture or Economics graduates.

The  ASRRC  is  particularly  interested  in  research  into
post-harvest storage, transport and marketing of produce.

Scholarships are tenable for up to three years and an an-
nual living allowance of $15,000 and $2500 to the host iustitu-
tion is included.

Further information is available from the Mr Ron White,

L=:::#;V8an°bf:.;::ar'2&epartment  of Primary Industries  and
Applications close on 6 November.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR STUDENTS
Oct2           Applications   close   at   5.00p.in.   for   entry   to

Bachelor of Social Work Course in 1988.
Oct. 3          Third Term ends for Medicine vI
Oct. 5          Fourth term begins, Dip. Ed.
Oct. 9          Applications   close   for   1988  LL.M.  by  cour-

sework and Diplomas in the Faculty of Law com-
mencing in Summer Term.

Oct. 17

0ct. 21
0ct 23
0ct. 24
0ct. 30

Third term ends.
Third Term ends for Medicine I and 11.
Examinations commence for Medicine VI.
haual examinations beck.
Second half-year ends for LL.M. by coursework
Fourth Term ends for Dip.Ed.
Second half-year ends for B.Ed.St., B.Sp.Ed.,
Dip.Ed. Psych. and M.Ed.St.
Closing    date    for    apphcations    for   Monash
Graduate    Scholarships    and    Commonwealth
Postgraduate Research Awards.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available, not previously risted in Sound.

ARTS
Faculty Office - Typist Grade 3/Word Processing Typist Grade 2 dart-
time) hibrariauship - Tinist Grade 2/word Processing ftypist Grade 1
®art-time)

COMPThoLLER
PlanningandAnalysisBranch-PlanninglnforhlationOfficer(A05)

REDICINE
Anatomy - Technical Officer A

REGlsTTun
University Secretariat - Typist Grade 3/Word Processing rtypist Grade 2

SCIENCE
Physics - Apprentice - Fitter and Tumor

UNION
Catering - Casual Counter Assistants
Copies of relevant advertisements can be seen on application to room

106, first floor, University Offices Annex.
All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from Per-

sonnel Branch.
Telephone inquiries cxteusion 4039, 4011, 3095.
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