


















Cossar Hall was named in honour of 
David Cossar, a pharmacy stalwart 
who dedicated a lifetime of service  
to the pharmacy profession. 
David Cossar qualified in 1903 and served on  
the Pharmaceutical Society of Victoria for 36 
years, working to build the reputation of 
pharmacists within the medical community. 
During World War One, he became Australia's 
first Chief Pharmaceutical Officer. He rose to the 
rank of Major within the Australian Army, and 
was instrumental in obtaining commissioned  
rank for pharmacists within the military.

In the late 1950s, Mr Cossar donated 25,000 
GBP as part of the industry-wide appeal to raise 
funds for a new campus for the Victorian College 
of Pharmacy in Royal Parade. The contribution 
was believed to be the largest single donation 
made to any pharmaceutical teaching college  
in Australia at the time.

While David did not live to see the opening  
of the college campus, passing away in 1960,  
the assembly hall was named Cossar Hall in  
his memory, immortalising the impact of his  
gift to the institution. Cossar Hall is now home  
to the famed Sissons Mural and the Victorian  
College of Pharmacy Roll of Honour.

The Sissons Mural is named after A.T.S Sissons, 
Dean of the Victorian College of Pharmacy for  
42 years, who oversaw a period of great 
development within pharmacy education.  
The Mural, which sits in Cossar Hall, was 
commissioned by Eric Scott, then President  
of the Pharmaceutical Society of Victoria. It 
commemorates Mr Sissons’ dedication not  
only to the college, but to the pharmacy 
profession. The Mural was unveiled in 1961  
and depicts the origins of science, medicine  
and pharmacy in fresco. In 1984, the Sissons 
building, in which we sit today, was named  
in A.T.S Sissons' honour.

The Sissons Building is an official war memorial 
building. The Chemist Sub-group of the Returned 
and Services League was a primary donor to the 
fund to build the new college. Opened by then 
Governor of Victoria, Sir Dallas Brooks, the 
Memorial pays tribute to the men and women  
of pharmacy who served in both World War I  
and World War II and houses the Book of 
Remembrance in the Sissons foyer.

For more information on Cossar Hall and the Sissons Mural, visit  
monash.edu/pharm/about/who/the-sissons-mural-revealed








