
 

 

 

 

 

 

A small bird spawns  
a powerful career 
 

Amanda Martin 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
zoology and immunology 

Year of Graduation: 1987 

Job: Executive Officer of the Australian 
Environmental Grantmakers Network 

Career: Researcher, Ford Motor Company roles 
then administration in environmental groups   

Reflection: “Science is giving us the base to 

develop a deeper understanding of the world – 

that’s incredibly important as our world is so 

fragile at the moment.” 

 

 

“The degree gave me 
enough knowledge to be 
able to understand scientific 
processes and how science 

can be a solution.” 

It was a tiny Flame Robin that set Amanda Martin on 
the path from junior nature lover to co-founder and 
Executive Officer of the green philanthropic 
organisation, the Australian Environmental 
Grantmakers Network.  

The not-for-profit organisation brings together 80 
members who give money to environmental causes – 
from trusts and foundations to individual donors  
including family and corporate foundations.  

Martin, passionate about the environment ever since 
she saw the robin at a creek whilst growing up in 
Essendon, studied botany, chemistry, maths, 
physiology and geography at Monash in the mid-80s, 
majoring in zoology and immunology. 

Research work fails to excite 

She worked as a researcher at the then Victorian 
Institute of Marine Sciences at Queenscliff after 
graduating but only for eight months. “I loved marine 
things, nature and science but the work they were 
doing was very scientific and repetitive.  

“I was photocopying and measuring oysters and going 
crazy!”  

Jack Nasser spurred her on to pursue 
something she really loved 

Martin then worked at the Ford Motor Company at 
Geelong on a graduate program, acquiring some 
valuable business, HR and management skills.  

She resigned after three years, realising that she 
“didn’t love cars”.  

It was the parting words of Ford CEO, Jack Nasser, 
that spurred her towards environmental work. 

“He told me to follow my dreams.” 

In the time since, Martin has volunteered and then 
worked at the not-for-profit organisation Environment 
Victoria, been the executive officer of the conservation 
group Victorian National Parks Association (VNPA), 
then manager of planning and policy at Parks Victoria, 
which manages the state’s parks.  

She was thrilled to see the advocacy work she and 
others performed at the VNPA translate into a new 
marine parks system and the protection of box ironbark 
forests later when she worked at Parks Victoria. 

“It’s the little things that start momentum,” Martin says.  

It was while she was working for the Poola Foundation, 
backed by a large, influential yet very private family 
foundation, that the idea for the Australian 
Environmental Grantmakers Network (AEGN) arose. 

Martin went to a retreat in the US held by the 
Environmental Grantmakers Network, and saw the 
benefits of bringing together green philanthropic groups. 

The power of philanthropy 

She suggested to Poola that it fund her to work with 
other funders to set up an Australian equivalent.  

“I could see the power of independent philanthropic 
funding and of building strong relationships with 
influential people – it’s critically important, it’s really what 
changes the world.”  

The AEGN was launched in 2009 and Martin 
transitioned into its executive officer. Amongst its 
activities, the organisation holds workshops for new 
funders and takes others to “amazing places” such as 
remote Arnhem Land to inspire and inform them. 

 

 

 


