
 

 

 

 

 

 

From Monash science 
to Afghanistan 
lerewarding career lm 
maker’s deep 
love of science 

Bryce Robinson 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
physiology and psychology  

Year of graduation: 2006 

Job: Air combat officer, Number 2 Squadron 
RAAF Williamstown, NSW 

Career: A radar surveillance expert, he has 
served two tours in Afghanistan 

Reflection: “I like searching for knowledge, 
trying to figure out why things work and how 
things work.” 

Robinson’s science 
background is useful in 
mission planning. He likens 
it to planning psychology 

experiments.    

RAAF air combat officer Bryce Robinson was sitting up 

front, just behind the pilot, as the lumbering Hercules 

transport aircraft made a perilous night descent into the 

Kandahar airbase in southern Afghanistan.  

Landed safely, he walked into the stifling heat, noise 

and dust of a multinational military base at full throttle. 

Trucks and jeeps roared around, with some units 

heading out on missions, while others were making 

their way home to bed.  

Afghanistan three years out of uni 

It was the summer of 2008 and he was three years - 

and 11,000 kilometres - away from his life as a final 

year science student who had been planning a career 

as a clinical psychologist. He had changed direction 

when he found that the available psychology jobs were 

corporate rather than medical. 

His life changed after he spoke to a defence force 

representative at a Monash Jobs Fair and discovered 

that an Air Force job would also allow him to use the 

skills he’d acquired during his science degree.  

Back in Australia, the 29-year-old is a surveillance and 

control officer on the E-7A  “wedgetail” aircraft and 

based at Williamtown, NSW, near Newcastle.  

“We will be sent out in front of the force to get a 

surveillance picture,” he says. “Once we find and 

identify the enemy, we scramble fighters from the 

ground and put them in the right spot for the intercept.” 

Science background helps in mission 
planning  

Robinson’s science background has proved itself 

particularly useful in mission planning, which he likens 

to the planning of psychology experiments. In contrast 

to the traditional military approach, scientific 

experiment planners factor in the possibility of the 

unexpected. Critical thinking and the ability to analyse 

data, both acquired during a science degree, are also 

vital during the post-mission debriefing process. 

Later, working as an instructor at the RAAF School of 

Air Warfare at Sale, Victoria, he found his psychology 

and physiology studies helped him assess student 

mission planners who were, for example, trying to 

direct a landing in bad weather. He was better able to 

analyse the degree to which stress, as opposed to lack 

of knowledge, might be affecting their performance.   

Career direction takes time 

His advice to science undergraduates reflects his own 

career path.   

“It's too easy to get pigeonholed,” he says. “I didn't find 

my career until four years after I started university.” 

 


