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Barry L Reed is Emeritus Professor  
within the Faculty of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Monash 
University. Following his retirement in  
2006 after 43 years of dedicated service, 
the faculty established the annual 
Professor Barry L Reed Distinguished 
Lecture in recognition of his outstanding 
contributions to the faculty, Monash 
University and the pharmacy profession.

After receiving his PhC in 1962, Barry received  
a Fellowship of the Pharmaceutical Society by 
thesis in 1966 and a Bachelor of Pharmacy in 
1968 from the Victorian College of Pharmacy. 
He then entered the Intersearch PhD program  
at the University of Kansas and was awarded  
a PhD in 1975. Rising through the academic 
ranks at the college, Barry was appointed  
MA Nicholas Industrial Professor of 
Biopharmaceutics and Associate Director of the 
Institute of Drug Technology (IDT) in 1978. He 
was appointed Professor of Biopharmaceutics 
in 1990, some years before the Victorian 
College of Pharmacy amalgamated with Monash 
University.

Barry has made many significant contributions 
to the profession of pharmacy. He has served 
on the Medicines Evaluation Committee since  
its inception and the Proprietary Medicines 
Advisory Committee since 1984. He was a 
member of the Australian Pharmacy Examining 
Council from 1993 to 2002 and the Australian 
Pharmacy Council until 2008. He was President 
of the Pharmacy Board of Victoria for eleven 
years and a member of the Board since from 
1986-2008.

As an academic researcher, Barry was the first 
scientist at the college to receive grants from  
the Australian Research Grants Committee 
(ARGC) and the Anti-Cancer Council and his 
research subsequently attracted substantial 
funding from Nicholas Kiwi and Acrux. He has 
authored over 100 scientific papers and patents, 
and numerous conference abstracts and 
presentations. 

Barry has mentored a large number of 
postgraduate students and research staff during 
his career, and many of his former students 
have excelled within the pharmaceutical industry 
and academia. His research led him to co-found 
Acrux, a company established to commercialise 
the ‘spray-on’ drug delivery technology that he 
discovered and developed together with Dr Tim 
Morgan and Dr Barrie Finnin. The metered dose 
transdermal spray technology has led to one 
product being launched in the USA (Evamist™), 
with other products in late stage clinical 
development for eventual marketing in the USA 
and internationally.
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Professor Michael S Roberts (BPharm, 
MSc, DipTertiaryEd, DSc, MBA, FAIPM, 
FACP) is a National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC) Senior 
Principal Research Fellow, Professor and 
Director of the University of Queensland’s 
Therapeutics Research Unit based at the 
Princess Alexandra Hospital and Professor 
of Therapeutics and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences in the School of Pharmacy  
and Medical Science at the University of 
South Australia. 

He has more than 320 peer reviewed  
research publications and is co-editor of six 
research books on drug delivery. He has been 
awarded the Australasian Society of Clinical  
and Experimental Pharmacologists and 
Toxicologists (ASCEPT) Rand and Australasian 
Pharmaceutical Science Association (APSA)
medals. He is also associate editor of Skin 
Pharmacology and Applied Physiology and a 
member of editorial boards for Current Drug 
Delivery, Clinical Pharmacokinetics, Drug 
Metabolism and Pharmacokinetics and 
Pharmaceutical Research. 

He is a member of the Australian Drug 
Evaluation Committee Pharmaceutical 
Subcommittee, the Australian Medicines 
Committee, the Australian Government’s 
Advisory Group on Chemical Safety and the 
Australian Cosmetics Advisory Committee.  
He has also served on the NHMRC Advisory 
Committee on Health and Nanotechnology,  
the European Scientific Committee for 
Assessment of Cosmetic Products, the World 
Health Organization International Programme 
on Chemical Safety Environmental Health 
Committee Task Group (as chair) and as a 
member of the Scientific Advisory Committee: 
Perspectives in Percutaneous Penetration  
held in France in 2008. 

Mike has been passionate about the translation 
of pharmaceutical science into clinical practice, 
with areas of interest including drug delivery, 
nanoengineering, pharmacokinetics and 
toxicology. His current active clinical research 
areas include critical care medicine, liver 
transplantation, oncology and primary care. 

He is also active in pharmacy practice, 
convening the postgraduate clinical pharmacy 
programs at the University of Otago (NZ) in 
1986 and University of Queensland in 1991.  
He chairs the committee undertaking the 
randomised controlled trials that helped 
underpin the national Residential Medication 
Management and Home Medicines Review 
programs, facilitating pharmacist reviews for 
dose administration aid provision and payments 
for pharmacist referrals to GPs in the 
implementation of dose administration aids  
for veterans in need by the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs.
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Barry Reed has had a life long fascination  
with tropical fish, having kept them since 
childhood. He noticed that one particular 
species of fish had a different colour pattern 
during the day to that displayed at night.  
Barry, through his reading, hypothesized that 
this change in colour pattern was linked to  
the pineal hormone melatonin. 

In his early research, Barry proved this 
hypothesis and went on to study factors 
affecting melanophores, which are the cells 
within the skin responsible for skin 
pigmentation. Barry devised means of using 
the responses of melanophores in fish to 
screen for drug activity and his research 
developed into exploring the factors affecting 
skin pigmentation. His studies with topical 
depigmenting agents led to assessment of 
transdermal penetration and the discovery  
of the unique skin penetration enhancing 
properties of some sunscreen esters.

The melanophore crystal is pictured on  
the cover.
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