
CHE in the News:

Radio Broadcasts:

Emeritus Professor Jeff Richardson on The Economists Radio National Show, 22nd
March, talking with Dr Gigi Foster and Peter Martin on ‘Is Medicare unsustainable’?.
Related to this radio broadcast is Monash Business School IMPACT article on “We need
a Reserve Bank for health”: Australia’s health ‘Godfather’ on fixing the system.

News articles:

Dr Sonja Kassenboehmer, Senior Research Fellow, in the Centre for Health Economics,
has had her research featured in The Times Higher Education in the article ‘Study reveals
universities’ role in fostering key soft skills’ on 14th March, from the work published in
Oxford Economic Papers, vol 70, issue 2, 1 April 2018, pp 538-562 titled journal
‘University education and non-cognitive skill development’.

Centre Announcements:

Promotions:

Prof Jeff Richardson has been appointed to Emeritus Professor. This is a very well
deserved honour that is bestowed by the University on its most prestigious academics and
reflects his contribution to the discipline and Monash. Jeff has, of course, made a major
contribution to the foundation and fostering of the Centre for Health Economics. We
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congratulate him and look forward to his continuing involvement. 

Congratulations to Assoc Prof David Johnston who has been promoted to Professor. This
is also well-deserved recognition of the significant contributions that David has made in
health economics, to the academic life of the Centre for Health Economics, and to the
University as a whole. 

New Staff:

We welcome to the Centre, Prof Maarten Lindeboom, who is a Professor of Economics
and Chair of the Department of Economics, at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, and the
current editor of the Journal of Health Economics. His research can be characterised as
applied microeconomics in the field of health, labour and ageing. Maarten is leading the
organisation of our workshop on the ‘Economics of Mental Health and Policy’ to be held in
Rome in September 2018. Leading researchers who work in the area of mental health and
mental health policy have been invited to discuss their current work and future research
agenda with the aim to expand our collaborations and networks in this key area of
research. 

We also welcome, Dr Samia Badji, previously from GATE Lyon Saint Etienne, France, has
been appointed as a Research Fellow to work on the project funded by the Victorian
Responsible Gambling Foundation – Grants for Gambling Research Program with Prof
David Johnston and Dr Nicole Black. Samia has research interests in human capital
investment, in particular, health and education, and recently presented a paper for our
Seminar Series on ‘Mothers Education and Increased Child Survival in Madagascar: What
can we say?’.

CHE alumnus and Mollie Holman Doctoral Medal awardee Dr Rohan Sweeney, has re-
joined the Centre, has commenced working on the Revitalising Informal Settlements and
their Environments (RISE) project with Prof David Johnston. Rohan will also be working
on the economic evaluation of a smoking cessation trial for people with severe mental
illness in Victoria. Rohan’s research interests focus on the health and wellbeing of
disadvantaged populations.

ECR Successes:
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Dr Gang Chen is the 2017 recipient of the Dean’s Awards for Excellence in Research
by an Early Career Researcher, which was presented at the Monash Business School
Celebrating Excellence Awards Ceremony on Thursday 31st May 2018, at the Melbourne
Convention and Exhibition Centre. Watch the YouTube video shown at the event on
Gang’s research interests.

Also, a number of Centre for Health Economics ECR’s have been successful in attaining
2018 Early Career Grants from the Monash Business School:
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Dr Nicole Black - ‘Economic downturns and time investment decision of children and
adolescents’

Dr Rachel Knott – ‘The salience of natural disasters, projection-bias and the housing
market’

Dr Johannes Kunz - ‘Labour market effects of immigration, skill shortage and
computerization’

The PhD Room:

Congratulations to Dr Anthony Niu and Dr Brian Vandenberg on the PhD graduations.

We also congratulate, Jemimah Ride and Tania Macleod who have passed their thesis
examinations.

We welcome new PhD candidate, Nicolau (Nico) Martin Bassols, has commenced his
candidature, supervised by Prof David Johnston, Prof Michael Shields and Dr Sonja
Kassenboehmer.

Congratulations to the successful completion of PhD candidature milestone seminars, for
the following students:

Adam Irving – Mid Candidature Review
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Jane Fry – Confirmation of Candidature

Peter Ghijben – Confirmation of Candidature

Angela Jackson - Mid Candidature Review

Jing Jing Li - Confirmation of Candidature

For more information on our Graduate Research Programs see our webpage 

New Research Projects:

Prof Michael Shields will lead the ARC Discovery Project titled ‘Econometric Studies of
the Dynamics of Loneliness and Social Isolation’ which aims to provide new insights
into the socioeconomic dynamics of loneliness and social isolation using advanced
econometric modelling techniques applied to longitudinal data from Australia and the
UK. The data is sourced from four nationally representative longitudinal surveys to
substantively help address these knowledge gaps, giving policy-makers new information
about how to address these growing societal concerns. The expected outcomes will
provide policy-makers with a better understanding of the socioeconomic triggers for
loneliness and social isolation; quantify the costs of loneliness and social isolation on
health and wellbeing; and identify policy interventions aimed at reducing loneliness and
isolation.

Dr Nicole Black has successfully received an ARC Discovery Early Career Researcher
Award for her project titled ‘Children’s time investments, cognitive development and
health’ which aims to understand time investment decisions of children and adolescents
given the need for more robust evidence on the combination of time investments that
improve early cognitive skills and wellbeing. Using advanced econometric techniques and
longitudinal data, this project expects to generate new knowledge on how children and
adolescents spend their time, and how such time investments affect their health and
cognitive development. Expected outcomes of this project include a greater understanding
of the early determinants of health and economic inequalities, which will contribute to the
development of effective policies for improving educational outcomes, preventing harmful
behaviours and promoting health and wellbeing.

Dr Gang Chen has also successfully received an ARC Discovery Early Career Researcher
Award for his project titled ‘What do Australian really care about? New survey and
experimental evidence’ which aims to provide detailed investigations into the relative
importance of key life domains, for example health and relationships, at different life
stages and their links with the subjective wellbeing of Australians. It will use nationally
representative survey data and innovative choice experiments to generate new knowledge
to the rapidly expanding literature on subjective wellbeing measures and individual and
societal welfare. This evidence will help prioritise those policies which maximise the
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wellbeing of Australians. Read more on Gang’s ARC DECRA project in the Monash
Business School’s 2017 IMPACT REVIEW article.

Dr Gang Chen will lead part of the Heart Foundation of Australia Vanguard Grant project
titled ‘Developing a New Cardiovascular Specific Instrument to Measure and Value
Health’ which aims to develop a new classification system for the CVD-specific MAU
instrument.There are compelling needs for discovery and implementation of efficacious
and cost-effective prevention, treatment and management strategies for cardiovascular
disease (CVD). To identify the best cost-effective interventions out of the myriad of
interventions and allocate resources efficiently, precise effectiveness measurement is of
utmost importance. Although CVD-specific quality of life instruments exist, there is an
absence of CVD-specific multi-attribute utility (MAU) instrument which can be used in
cost-utility analysis.

Prof Anthony Harris will lead part of the Medibank Health Research Funding project titled
“CareOA” linking Australian with specialised knee osteoarthritis treatment and
support acrid the osteoarthritis trajectory – a randomised controlled trial evaluating
two remotely-delivered scalable health services tested in the private health
insurance setting’. This project will test and compare the effectiveness of two knee OA
services which will be delivered within the private health insurance setting and which
aligns with the soon to be released Victorian Model of Care for hip and knee OA. The trial
will compare and effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of two knee OA services (CareOA
and CareOA-Plus) to usual care on the primary outcomes of pain and function. A range of
secondary outcomes will be assessed and planned longer-term follow-up will evaluate the
impact of CareOA services on total joint replacement and arthroscopy rates via
assessment of Medibank data.

Prof Anthony Harris will lead part of the Medical Research Future Fund project titled
‘CRISTAL: Cluster Randomised Trial of Aspirin versus Low molecular weight
heparin for venous thromboembolism prophylaxis in joint replacement surgery, a
registry-nested study’. This study will use the National Joint Replacement Registry
(NJRR) PROMs (patient reported outcome measures) program to perform a nested,
cluster randomised crossover trial. The population under study is people undergoing
elective hip or knee replacement at hospitals contributing to the (NJRR) PROMs
program. The intervention is aspirin given orally (daily) for 28-35 days post-operatively.
The comparator is LMWH injections (daily) for 28-35 days post-operatively. The primary
outcome is image-confirmed symptomatic venous thromboembolism (DVT or PE) within
90 days. The trial will address practice variation and lead to uniform best practice in VTE
prevention for these common procedures. 

Prof Anthony Harris will lead part of the Medical Research Future Fund project titled
‘Scaling up a health broker intervention to improve access to primary care for
vulnerable patients’ this project is an extension of the Innovative Models Promoting
Access-to-Care Transformation (IMPACT) which is a five year Canadian/Australian
primary health care research program. Within each region decision makers, researchers,
clinicians and community members are collaborating to design innovations to improve
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access to quality primary healthcare for vulnerable populations. This extension will scale
up IMPACT’s existing south-eastern Melbourne intervention into key Monash Health
community programs.

Assoc Prof Dennis Petrie will lead part of a NHMRC Partnership Project titled ‘Youth
cohort: Improving Disability Employment Study (Y-IDES)’ which aims to produce new
evidence about the individual, service-related, workplace and contextual factors that
contribute to successful employment and health outcomes for young people with a
disability and will identify when and where it might be most cost-effective to intervene. This
is the first cohort to explicitly assess the links between health and transition into work and
early employment among young people with disabilities. This study will provide a unique
opportunity to evaluate the economic and health outcomes of young people with
disabilities under different models of employment service delivery in Australia.

Assoc Prof Dennis Petrie will lead part of a NHMRC project titled ‘Adding an electronic-
cigarette to standard behavioural treatment of low-socioeconomic status smokers:
A randomised trial’ which aims to test the efficacy, cost-effectiveness, and safety of e-
cigarettes at increasing smoking cessation compared to standard treatment in low-SES
smokers over a one-year period. This study will conduct a large-scale randomised
controlled trial (RCT) to determine if ‘e-cigarettes’ can improve the efficacy of existing
treatments. The findings would have immediate practical implications that could reduce
the preventable deaths of many tobacco smokers.

Dr Rohan Sweeney will lead part of a NHMRC project titled ‘Quitlink: Accessible
smoking cessation support for people living with severe and enduring mental
illness’ which will utilise peer workers within mental health services to engage smokers
with severe and enduring mental illness (SMI) in a tailored Quitline intervention. The
project will compare effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of “Quitlink” versus standard
smoking care for smoking cessation among people with SMI using a randomised
controlled trial (RCT). Also, to enhance understanding of the impact of smoking culture
and other factors on smoking uptake, participation and outcomes, the study will
qualitatively examine facilitators and barriers to cessation in order to improve future
interventions.

CHE Adjunct Prof Jan Olsen will lead the project titled ‘Tracing Causes of Inequalities in
Health and Well-being: Analysis of rich longitudinal data’ funded by the Research
Council of Norway, with Dr Gang Chen as Associate Investigator. The primary objective of
this project is to expand existing knowledge on how early life circumstances and life
course impact on individuals’ ability to cope with adverse health events. An important
focus is to analyse the extent to which heterogeneity in individuals’ resilience drives
inequalities in health. This project seeks to explain heterogeneity in health-related quality
of life, subjective well-being and job market participation by analysing health determinants
such as childhood circumstances, socio-economic characteristics and health-related
behaviour, together with variations in individuals resilience.

Prof David Johnston and Dr Nicole Black will lead the project titled ‘The impacts of
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increased gambling opportunities on gambling behaviour and related harms among
older Victorians’ funded by the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation – Grants for
Gambling Research Program. This project aims to quantify the effect of increasing the
residential proximity and density of gambling venues on the gambling preferences of older
Victorians, and its consequences for their mental health, financial wellbeing and quality of
life. A specific goal is to identify the groups of older Victorians whose gambling behaviour
and wellbeing, are most strongly affected, with a particular focus on understanding the
role of social disadvantage and isolation. The project will integrate detailed longitudinal
survey data on a representative sample of Victorian's. The scientific approach will
compare outcomes over time of similar people living in the same local area, but with
different access to gaming venues.

Visitors to CHE:

Prof Dorte Gyrd-Hansen, Professor of Health Economics and Director of the Centre of
Health Economics Research (COHERE) at the University of Southern Denmark, Denmark
was visiting the Centre from 2 January to 17 January 2018.

CHE Adjunct Prof Jan Olsen, Professor of Health Economics in the Department of
Community Medicine, University of Tromso, Norway is a regular visitor to the Centre and
will be here whilst on sabbatical from 1 February to 31 March 2018.

Prof Paul Allanson, Professor of Economics in the Dundee Health Economics Group
(DHEG) at the University of Dundee, Scotland, UK will be visiting the Centre from the
6 April to 29 April 2018.

Prof Stephen Pudney, Prof of Health Econometrics in the School of Health and Related
Research (ScHARR) at the University of Sheffield, UK will be visiting the Centre from the
3 April to 30 April 2018.

CHE Adjunct Prof Carol Propper, Professor of Economics at Imperial College Business
School, London, UK will be visiting the Centre from the 30 April to 18 May 2018.

For more information on our Visitor Program see our webpage

Workshops:
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9th Australasian Workshop on
the Econometrics and Health
Economics

This event was held in April 2018 at
Mantra Lorne on the Great Ocean Road,
organised by Prof Michael Shields and
Prof Anthony Scott.

We had great feedback on venue, dinner
and presentations delivered at the
workshop, particularly for our Keynote
Speaker, Prof Stephen Pudney, from the
University of Sheffield, on 'Opening a can
of worms? The econometric implications
of upgrading quality of life measurements
by EQ-5D'.

Image: @CHE_Monash Twitter

Find out more

Data Visualisation and Health
Economics Workshop

This workshop was held on 10 April 2018
at Monash Caulfield campus, organised
by Dr Sonja Kassenboehmer and
presented by Prof Andrew Jones.

We had great feedback and attendance
at workshop with a large audience of
economists, public health professionals
and PhD students.

Image: @CHE_Monash Twitter

Find out more

For more information on our Workshops

2018 Seminar Series:
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Mothers education and increased child
survival in Madagascar: What can we
say? 
Wed 28th February. 
Presented by Dr Samia Badji (GATE
Lyon Saint Etienne, France)

Find out more

The reference ICER for the Australian
health system: Estimation and barriers
to use
Wed 7th March.
Presented by Prof Jon Karnon (University
of Adelaide)

Find out more

The preference structure of dentists’
job search and choice
Wed 14th March.
Presented by Dr Elisabeth Huynh
(Institute for Choice, UniSA)

Find out more

Baby bonuses and early-life health
outcomes: Using regression
discontinuity design to evaluate the
casual impact of an unconditional
cash transfer
Wed 21st March. 
Presented by Assoc Prof Stefanie
Schurer (The University of Sydney)

Find out more

Risk preference dynamics around life
events
Wed 28th March. 
Presented by Dr Nathan Kettlewell (The
University of Sydney)

Find out more

Caste discrimination in India:
Experimental evidence from the
healthcare market 
Wed 11th April. 
Presented by Dr Choon Wang (Monash
University)

Find out more

Rain, rain, go away: Weather and
children’s time allocation
Wed 16th May. 
Presented by Prof Luke Connelly
(University of Queensland)

Find out more

Boosting children’s cognitive
development: The importance of
physical development
Wed 23rd May. 
Presented by Dr Diana Contreras Suarez
(The University of Melbourne)

Find out more

Estimating the impact of ill-health on
productivity
Wed 30th May.
Presented by Prof Danny Liew (Monash
University)

Find out more

Estimating stochastic survey response
errors using the multi trait-multi error
model
Wed 6th June.
Presented by Dr Alexandru Certnat
(Manchester University)

Find out more
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Prenatal economic shocks and birth
outcomes 
Wed 4th April.
Presented by Assoc Prof Nicholas Rohde
(Griffith University)

Find out more

For more information on our Seminar Series

2018 Publications:

Journal Articles:

Basu, A., Jones, A.M. Rosa Dias, P.R. (2018). Heterogeneity in the impact of type of
school on adult health and lifestyle. Journal of Health Economics 57(1), 1-14.

Black, N., Kung, C.S and Peeters, A. (2018). For richer, for poorer. The relationship
between adolescent obesity and future household economic prosperity. Preventive
Medicine 111, 142-150.

Flanagan, L., Steen, R.R., Saxby, K., Klatter, M., Aucott, B., Winstanley, C., Fairlamb, I.J.,
Lynam, J.M., Parkin, A., Friman, V.P. (2018) The antimicrobial activity of a carbon
monoide releasing molecule (EBOR-CORM-1) is shaped by intraspecific variation within
Pseudomonas aeruginosa populations. Frontiers in Microbiology – Antimicrobials Feb
8(9), 195.

Ghijben, P., Gu, Y., Lancsar, E., Zavarsek, S. (2018) Revealed and Stated Preferences
of Decision makers for Priority Setting in Health Technology Assessment: A Systematic
Review. PharmacoEconomics 36(3), 323-340.

Hoque, D.M.E., Ruseckaite, R., Lorgelly, P.K., McNeil, J.J., Evans, S.M. (2018). Cross-
sectional study of characteristics of clinical registries in Australi: A resource for clinicans
and policy makers. International Journal for Quality in Health Care 30(3), 192-199.

Kassenboehmer, S.C., Leung, F., Schurer, S. (2018). University education and non-
cognitive skill development. Oxford Economic Papers 70(2), 538-562.

Petersen, K.D., Chen, G., Mpundu-Kaambwa, C, Stevens, K., Brazier, J., Ratcliffe, J.
(2018). Measuring health related quality of life in adolescent populations: An empirical
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comparison of the CHU9D and the PedsQL TM 4.0 Short Form 15. The Patient: Patient-
Centred Research Outcomes Research 11(1), 29-37.

Stevenson, M., Harris, A., Mortimer, D., Wijnands, J.S., Tapp, A., Peppard, F., Bukis, S.
(2018) The effects of feedback and incentive-based insurance on driving behaviours:
Study approach and protocols. Injury Prevention 24(1), 89-93.

Su, M., Zhou, Z., Si, Y., Wei, X., Xu, Y., Fan, X., Chen, G. (2018). Comparing the effects
of China’s three basic medical insurance schemes on the equity of health-related quality
of life: Using the method of coarsened exact matching. Health and Quality of Life
Outcomes 16(41), 1-12.

Sweeney, R., Suhrcke, M. Jeon, Y.J., Mortimer, D. (2018). The Impact of SWAps on
Health Aid Displacement of Domestic Health Expenditure. Journal of Development
Studies 54(4), 719-737.

Xu, Y., Ma, J., Wu, N., Fan, X., Zhang, T., Zhou, Z., Gao, J., Ren, J., Chen, G. (2018)
Catastrophic health expenditure in households with chronic disease patients: A pre-post
comparison of the New Health Care Reform in Shaanxi Province, China. PLOS One 13(3),
1-13.

For more information on our Publications

Visit our website: https://www.monash.edu/business/che

Send us an email: che-enquiries@monash.edu

Follow us on Twitter: @CHE_Monash
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