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Head of School
Professor John McNeil AM

HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT

2017 was highly successful for our School,
featuring expansion into new premises

to accommodate our growing team, major
awards for our researchers and academic
staff, and significant funding wins. It was
also a time for reflection, with the passing of
our School’s founder, Professor Basil Hetzel
AC, and room naming ceremonies to honour
past colleagues, whose legacies still influence
Public Health research internationally, and
who have improved the health of people

around the planet.

In February we learnt of the
passing of Professor Basil Hetzel
AC. His work has improved the
quality of life of millions around
the world by his discovery of

the link between iodine and
thyroid disorders.

The early part of the year saw
many of us move to our new
building at 553 St Kilda Road,
where we occupy four floors.
The building features multiple
meeting and board rooms, state
of the art videoconferencing
technology and will be a
comfortable space in which
our research and education
teams can expand. I'd like to
acknowledge the patience and
flexibility shown by all as we
continue to settle in to our
new home.



Research funding for 2017
totalled over $38 million.

We are incredibly grateful to
the various funding bodies
across government, private
enterprise, professional bodies
and community groups that
enabled our work. This covered
a diverse portfolio including a
pilot randomised control trial
exploring nutrition in critically

ill patients; the continuation

of Cochrane Australia’s work

in evidence based medicine;
reducing inappropriate medical
testing and treatment; and
funding for the Victorian
Orthopaedic Trauma Registry,
among many other projects.

We also secured a further $14.5
million in NHMRC and MRFF
grants and fellowships for

2018, including a pilot dementia
care registry and a Centre

of Research Excellence for
musculoskeletal trials.

Government funding is a vital
source of support for us. |
congratulate all of our successful
applicants in 2017, and we look
forward to continued success as
the current government funding
system changes, and the
Medical Research Future Fund
gets into full swing.

Our flagship study, ASPirin in
Reducing Events in the Elderly
(ASPREE), reached a major
milestone in December 2017
with the completion of data
collection. This is Australia’s
largest and costliest primary
prevention trial and is co-
funded by the NHMRC and

the US National Institutes of
Health. 2018 promises to be a
momentous year as the ASPREE
team works towards the first
major publications exploring

the data, which we believe will
generate valuable insights to
improve healthcare provision for
an ageing population.

The sister of ASPREE, STAtins
in Reducing Events in the
Elderly (STAREE), progressed
well in 2017, and by the close
of the year had become an
independent organisational unit
within the School.

Professor Sophia Zoungas
continues to manage the
STAREE trial under the newly
created Metabolism, Ageing
and Genomics division, also
headed by Professor Zoungas.
STAREE established clinical
trial hubs in multiple states
during the year, and increased
participation via a network of
over 1,800 general practitioners.

During the year we added to
the world’s body of medical
knowledge through the
1,097publications in the form

of peer-reviewed articles,

books and book chapters.
Multiple articles appeared in the
world’s highest impact journals,
including the New England
Journal of Medicine, Lancet,
Journal of the American Medical
Association, British Medical
Journal and the Medical Journal
of Australia. Congratulations

to all of our researchers who
contributed to this prolific
output, especially our early
career researchers publishing
for the first time.

Our clinical registries program
continued to expand and we
now have 28 registries under
our auspices, maintaining our
position as the largest clinical
registries manager in Australia.
Our teams also contribute to
three international registries
spanning prostate cancer,
trauma and breast devices.

These registries monitor key
clinical quality indicators,
producing benchmarked reports
that are an effective mechanism
for quality improvement in
hospitals by identifying variance
and improving clinical practice.
They also provide valuable
epidemiological data and
information helpful for monitoring
the safety of new drugs and
devices, and serve as platforms
on which clinical studies may
be performed. In 2016, the
Australian Commission for
Safety and Quality in Healthcare
concluded that such registries
may provide a 2- to 7- fold
health economic benefit
through the reduction of
complications and the
improvement of clinical
outcomes.
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New registries in 2017 include
the Australian and New Zealand
Thyroid Cancer Registry, the
Australian Spine Registry, and
the National Gynae-Oncology
Registry.

Our educational offerings
continued to thrive, with contact
with over 200 undergraduate
students enrolled in the
various Bachelor courses,
providing broad expertise
across preventive medicine,
epidemiology, research
methods, health promotion,
policy, environmental and
global health.

Over 670 postgraduate students
were enrolled through our
School; 232 of these were
enrolled in one of the two online
Masters programs. Our courses
this year included our flagship
Master of Public Health, as

well as graduate certificates,
diplomas and masters level
courses producing the public
health researchers and health
service leaders of the next
generation. We maintained a
cohort of 180 Higher Degree

by Research (HDR) students, of
whom just over 90% are working
towards a PhD. The close of the
year also saw the retirement of
a much-respected member of
staff, Dr Elizabeth Douglas, who
managed the HDR program for
12 years. We thank Liz for her
many years of service.

Congratulations also to our
dedicated administrative staff,
several of whom were closely
involved with major course
reviews and other projects
during the year. We have been
most fortunate indeed to have
such wonderful people working
to facilitate our teaching and
research.

2017 proved to be a year of
transition and improvement.

| am looking forward to the
great achievements our

talented and motivated team will
produce together in 2018, as we
continue to create knowledge
that improves health, and train
the next generation of public
health experts.

Our clinical registries
program continued to
expand and we now have
28 registries under our
auspices, maintaining
our position as the
largest clinical registries
manager in Australia.
Our teams also contribute
to three international
registries spanning
prostate cancer, trauma
and breast devices.
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VALE DR BASIL HETZEL AC

DR BASIL HETZEL AC
(1922-2017)

Just as the year got underway our School
faced a point of reflection with the passing

of Dr Basil Hetzel AC in February, aged 94.
Born in London in 1922, Dr Hetzel finished his
tertiary studies in Adelaide and became one of
our country’s greatest scientists. We are proud
of his role as the first head of our discipline

Dr Hetzel's work was pivotal
to proving the link between
iodine and thyroid disorders,
a discovery that has saved or
improved the lives of millions
around the globe. In the
1950s and 1960s his group
showed hypothyroidism to be
an autoimmune stress related
disorder. Later work revealed
the role of iodine deficiency

in thyroid disorders including
goitre, and in developmental
disorders arising from

conception through childhood.

With over 200 journal
publications and 18 books
to his name, he was a prolific
researcher and was awarded
a Companion of the Order of
Australia in 1990.

His studies began at King’s
College, London, and a medical
degree from St Peters College.
His postgraduate education
took him to Adelaide; New
York, where he was a Fulbright
Research Scholar; and London.
From 1968-1975 he was
Foundation Professor of Social
and Preventive Medicine at
Monash University. From

1975 to 1985 he was the first
Chief of the CSIRO Division of
Human Nutrition.

Dr Hetzel took a broad view
of health and disease, with
emphasis on an integrated
ecological view, including
psychosocial aspects.

Dr Hetzel and his family attending a room-naming ceremony in 2011

within the Monash Faculty of Medicine,
Nursing and Health Sciences.

His Monash-based research

led to action on suicide
prevention, traffic accident
reduction and Indigenous
health. He also organised a
National Seminar on Indigenous
Health in 1972, which led to
the whole community approach
subsequently adopted by the
Aboriginal Health Service for
the Central Australian Aboriginal
Congress in Alice Springs.

His studies of iodine deficiency
took him to Papua New
Guinea, Indonesia and China.
Together with the PNG

Health Department, his group
developed iodised oil injections
and showed that the effects

of iodine deficiency on the
brain could be prevented by
correction before pregnancy.
This method has now been
applied on a massive scale in
Asia, Africa and Latin America
with over 100 million doses
being given.

In 1986, Dr Hetzel initiated
and then became Executive
Director of the International
Council for Control of lodine
Deficiency Disorders (ICCIDD),
a global multidisciplinary group
that works with the WHO and
UNICEF in 130 countries,
covering more than 2 billion at
risk people.

In May 1992, he was appointed
Lieutenant Governor of South
Australia, serving until 2000.

In September 1992, he was
elected as Chancellor of the
newly established University of
South Australia and completed a
six-year term in 1998.

He was honoured with a

State Memorial Service at the
Bonython Hall, University of
Adelaide on 27 February 2017.

Dr Hetzel’s association with our
School continues through his
stepdaughter, Professor Jane
Fisher, who helms the Social
Sciences Research Division, her
daughter, Dr Rosie Dwyer who
is conducting her PhD within the
School, and her son, Georges
Dwyer, who works on the
STAREE project.



HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2017

CHANGE OF PACE

PROMPTS CHANGE OF PLACE

After more than seven years calling
The Alfred Centre home, our School

moved premises in 2017 to accommodate

our growing numbers of staff.

Fortunately, the move was just around

the corner. Our primary location is now
at 553 St Kilda Road, making us easily
accessible from The Alfred and the

city centre.

The move was several years in
the making following years of
rapid expansion. Initial feelers
were put out in 2014 seeking
additional space adjacent to the
Alfred Hospital, and several of
our research groups temporarily
moved to leased offices whilst a
permanent solution was found.

The decision to move to 553

St Kilda Road was taken in late
2015 and a busy few months
were spent planning the move
down to the last computer
cable. The complex relocation
timetable included multiple steps
to relocate most personnel and
equipment to the new building,
move ASPREE and STAREE
teams to The Alfred Centre,

and vacate space in the Burnet
building to permit redevelopment
as new laboratory space for the
Central Clinical School.

The first wave of about 75 new
occupants moved into 553 St
Kilda Road during December
2016 and set about making the
place our own.

The STAREE relocation also
occurred at this time. Then

in March 2017, over 170
colleagues from The Alfred
Centre moved across, and
ASPREE moved from the Burnet
building to The Alfred Centre.
Two further moves occurred

in November 2017, bringing
remaining personnel to the new
location.

The new building lies at the
opposite end of the Alfred
campus from The Alfred Centre
and maintains our proximity
with the hospital and our
AMREP partners. Our School
occupies floors 1 — 4 of the
building, with The Alfred and
American Consulate taking up
the remaining two levels. New
visitors will notice more security
as they enter and leave the
building, a result of sharing the
building with the Consulate.
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Our new premises at 553 St Kilda Road

553 St Kilda Road boasts a
ground floor conference area
designed to provide flexible
facilities for short courses, and
an array of meeting rooms,
many with video conferencing
technology.

Due to significant prior investment
in the bespoke ASPREE
biorepositories, ASPREE and
STAREE staff are likely to remain
at The Alfred Centre for a number
of years to come.

S

The five-minute walk between
the two locations can be a
welcome respite on long days
spent at a computer.

Continuing the settling in
process, the Krum, McMichael
and Jolley rooms at 553 St Kilda
Road were officially named in
December 2017 with families of
the late Professors Krum and
Jolley in attendance.

We hope all staff, students and
visitors continue to enjoy the new
facilities for many years to come.

The main boardroom, named in honour of the late Professor Henry Krum
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HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2017

Dr Paul Lacaze and Jane Tiller

Jane Tiller presenting at the Parliamentary Inquiry
in Canberra

MEDIA WAVES

STANDING UP

FOR PARTICIPANT RIGHTS

Dr Paul Lacaze and Ms Jane Tiller from the
School’s Public Health Genomics Program

had a busy year presenting to federal

parliamentarians and fielding media about

the use of genetic test results to deny life

lnsurance cover.

By law in Australia, any genetic
finding discovered through clinical
testing or medical research and
known to an applicant must

be disclosed to life insurance
providers when applying for

a policy, should the provider
request it. Providers can use this
to deny or restrict cover.

Australian life insurers have
denied cover even when
individuals with an increased
genetic risk of cancer have
reduced their overall risk to
population-risk level through
preventive actions such

as regular screening and
prophylactic surgery.

Unit head Dr Paul Lacaze and
Jane Tiller, the team’s ethical,
legal and social adviser, called
for a ban or moratorium on
the practice at hearings of
the Parliamentary Inquiry into
the life insurance industry in
May and December. Such a
change would give researchers
time to understand the clinical
significance of genetic risk
variants and would bring
Australia into line with many
developed countries.

Their interest arose out of
considerations about returning
genetic testing results to
ASPREE participants; their
concern is the impact of the
status quo on medical trial
enrolments. An Australian study
from 2009 found that people
informed about insurance risks
when consenting to research
were more than twice as likely to
decline participating than those
who were not informed."

Since May, Jane provided
testimony at other public
hearings and worked hard to
raise awareness of the issue
through media. Her work has
paid off well, with pieces in The
Conversation, Sydney Morning
Herald, and numerous talkback
radio spots. Paul also appeared
on a 7:30 Report segment, while
Jane was interviewed on The
Project.

1. Keogh et. al. (2009). Is uptake of genetic testing for colorectal cancer influenced
by knowledge of insurance implications? MJA, 191, 255-258.



CYCLIST SAFETY IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Dr Ben Beck, deputy head of the

Pre-hospital, Emergency and
Trauma Unit, attracted major

media attention in September

following the publication of
an MJA article showing a
significant increase in serious

cycling injuries arising from

road accidents.

Ben and the researchers
analysed data from the Victorian
State Trauma Registry and the
National Coronial Information
System between 2007-2015.

Whilst the overall number of
road accident fatalities in Victoria
declined over the nine-year
period, the number of serious
injuries remained stagnant, and
serious trauma for bicyclists
increased by 8% per year.

This led to a 56% increase in
disability-adjusted life-years for
cyclists. Costs associated with
loss of health of all road traffic
injuries during the study period
was around $14 billion.

Researchers made the point that
whilst past campaigns aimed

at reducing road mortality have
had a positive impact, more
emphasis is needed on injury
prevention initiatives.

The story gained significant
traction in Melbourne, reflective
of the city’s significant

cycling community. Coverage
ranged across print, online,

TV and radio, including The
Conversation, SBS, ABC, The
Guardian, national syndication
across Fairfax and Newscorp
outlets, Macquarie Media (radio)
and cycling titles.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

Cyclists more at risk on Victorian
roads, Monash University
research finds
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HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2017

Informal settlement in Fiji

Professor Karin Leder

Over one billion people live

in urban informal settlements
globally, where polluted water
and inadequate sanitation are
leading causes of preventable
diseases. Conventional
approaches to water and
sanitation management
cannot meet the demands

of rapid urbanisation in these
communities; a challenge further
intensified by the effects of
climate change.

To help meet this challenge, a
Monash-led consortium was
awarded a major multi-million
dollar grant from the Wellcome
Trust’s ‘Our Planet, Our Health’
program in 2017 — one of four
successful bids out of over 600
applications.

HIGHLIGHTED PROJECTS

MAJOR WIN FOR INFORMAL SETTLEMENT REVITALISATION

Professor Karin Leder, Co-Head of the
School’s Infectious Diseases Epidemiology

Unit, plays a key role in a major

interdisciplinary program that received

funding in 2017. The Revitalising Informal
Settlements and their Environments (RISE)
project addresses health issues arising

from environmental factors in informal

settlements, colloquially referred to as

‘slums’. Professor Leder is the Assessment

Team Leader, managing the human health,

well-being, and environmental objectives of

the program.

Bringing together a global
team of researchers from more
than 11 disciplines, RISE is
trialling the water sensitive cities
approach in 24 settlements

in Makassar, Indonesia and
Suva, Fiji. The program aims
to demonstrate that nature-
based solutions — such as
constructed wetlands and bio-
filtration gardens — can deliver
sustainable, cost-effective
health and environmental
improvements.

Underpinned by the emerging
discipline of ‘Planetary Health’ —
the link between the environment
and human health — RISE

aims to reduce environmental
faecal contamination and
consequently reduce human
contact with faecal pathogens.
The impacts of the intervention
on environmental contaminants
and ecological diversity and

the health and well-being

of residents — particularly
children under five — will be the
measurements of success.

RISE has made significant
progress during its first year —
forging local and international
partnerships; establishing
in-country teams; and securing
the support of local communities
and government counterparts.

In addition to researchers

from the Faculty of Medicine,
Nursing and Health Sciences,
RISE brings together Monash
University expertise from

the Monash Sustainable
Development Institute and the
Faculties of Art, Design and
Architecture, Business and
Economics, Engineering, and
Science. Additional university
partners include Monash
University Malaysia, University
of Melbourne, Stanford and
Emory Universities (USA),
University of Cambridge (UK), Fiji
National University, University of
South Pacific (Fiji), Hasanuddin
University (Indonesia) and United
Nations University.



BETTER UNDERSTANDING THE NEEDS OF CARDIAC PATIENTS

The Health Services Research team
collaborated with Medibank in 2017
to produce a novel Patient Reported

Outcome Measure (PROM), measuring

outcomes in people recovering from

percutaneous coronary interventions
(PCI). The impact of heart disease

1s massive, with Heart Foundation

statistics showing one in six Australians

has cardiovascular disease. Such tools

will help health professionals advise

and monitor people preparing for or

recovering from PCI.

PCl is a non-surgical procedure
using a catheter to insert a
stent into blood vessels. The
stent opens up vessels in the
heart narrowed or blocked by
plague. Physical pain, sleep
disruption, depression, low
energy issues and issues
arising from polypharmacy are
all considerations for patients
following PCI. The impact is
highlighted in this quote from
a participant in the PROM
development:

“I wanted my life back. | wanted
to drive my car. | love my car. |
wanted to go back to work. I've
got things to do. We want to
travel. We've spent all our time
raising kids, bloody paying for
education, having grandkids,
babysitting. | love them to death
... So yeah | wanted my life
back.”

PROMs capture patient
perspectives of wellbeing,
treatment and quality of life
without being biased by
researcher interpretation.

Such knowledge expands the
traditional emphasis on physical
outcomes in the individual to
outcomes that ultimately impact
on mental health, employment,
family life and community.

They are designed to help
clinicians and patients make
treatment decisions based on
outcomes that are meaningful
for the patient. It is hoped they
can also reduce procedures that
may produce a clinical benefit,
but at great cost to quality of life.

The team conducted a
systematic review exploring
existing cardiac PROMs; created
a long-list of potential PROM
outcomes through interviews
and focus groups with PCI
patients; reduced this to a
short-list of PROM outcomes
via a survey of PCI patients;

and conducted a phone-based
validation study with 200 PCI
patients to finalise outcomes.
Only a handful of existing
cardiac PROMs were found with
significant patient input.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

The final five-question tool
provides health professionals
with a validated questionnaire
that includes outcomes that truly
matter to their patients.

From 2018, the team will be
creating a composite measure
combining the PROM with
objective clinical measures to
provide an overall indication

of quality of care. This could
be used as a benchmarking
tool across hospitals to assess
quality of care as part of the
Victorian Cardiac Outcomes
Registry, housed within the
School. They are also looking to
repeat the process throughout
other clinical registries based
here.

Project lead Dr Darshini Ayton
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HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2017

School Research Governance
Officer Marina Skiba working with
participants from Sri Lanka

12/

BUILDING HEALTHCARE CAPACITY IN SRI LANKA

During 2017 the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade bestowed

an Australia Award upon the School, a grant to help build capacity

in a developing nation. Leveraging existing strong relationships

with Sri Lanka, Dr Jayamini Illesinghe, Marina Skiba and Tomas

Zahora, with the help of Sharon Gurry, worked tirelessly to develop

a program that provided senior Sri Lankan researchers with the

skills and knowledge to develop a national code of conduct for

medical research.

Higher quality research in Sri
Lanka could help the country
better assess resource use
in their healthcare system,
reducing waste and driving
better patient outcomes.

Fifteen senior researchers and
policy makers arrived from Sri
Lanka in October and undertook
an intensive two-week course
covering research methodology,
ethics, governance, data
storage, data interpretation
techniques and more.

In 2018, team representatives
will travel to Colombo for the
second part of the program,
including ethics and governance
training delivered to numerous
senior researchers. The World
Health Organization will help the
Sri Lankan Ministry of Health
course attendees share their
learnings with their colleagues to
maximise impact and uptake.



PODCASTS

Cochrane
Australia

¢

o
The Recommende
D 0Se with Ray Moynihan

(» Podcast available now

Launched by Cochrane
Australia in October 2017, The
Recommended Dose continues
to prove popular with listeners in
Australia, the UK, the US and all
corners of the globe. Episode 1
kicks off with The BMJ’s erudite
and exceptional Editor-in-Chief,
Dr Fiona Godlee, who shares
her thoughts about The BMJ’s
often controversial campaigns to
change medicine — and broader
society — for the better.

She looks to a future that
addresses the distorting
influence of industry funding on
health evidence and outcomes,
and talks about what drives and
inspires her to achieve so much
at the helm of one of the world’s
oldest and most prestigious
medical journals.

Other series highlights include
compelling conversations with
high profile US psychiatrist,

LIFE AND OTHER CATASTROPHES

Since February 2012 Professor Jane Fisher has joined ABC Melbourne Drive host Rafael
Epstein for a weekly half-hour discussion, with talkback, about a matter of relevance to

human experience and relationships.

Professor Jane Fisher with ABC’s Raf Epstein

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

THE RECOMMENDED DOSE
WITH RAY MOYNIHAN

Hosted by acclaimed investigative journalist

and health researcher Dr Ray Moynihan,

The Recommended Dose is a new podcast

tackling the big questions in health today.

It explores the insights, evidence and ideas

of extraordinary researchers, writers and

health professionals from around the globe.

Dr Allen Frances, Professor Lisa
Bero, whose nutrition research
was recently discovered to be
secretly monitored by Coca-Cola,
leading South African researcher
Professor Jimmy Volmink, well-
known Australian Professor of
Evidence Based Medicine Paul
Glasziou, Monash University’s
own Professor Julian Elliott and
British literary luminary Sarah
Moss —just to name a few.

Listeners can propose topics
through a dedicated email
address or they are determined
in discussion with the production
team. Evidence is gathered

from rapid searches of the peer
reviewed literature to inform
each discussion. Topics have
included:

e Deciding whether to have
genetic testing
¢ | ife after bereavement

e Consequences of
perfectionism

e Impact of losing a sense

e Caring for a child with special
needs

You can find The
Recommended Dose on
SoundCloud, iTunes, Stitcher
and wherever you listen to your
favourite podcasts, or visit
www.australia.cochrane.org/trd.

There have now been more
than 300 sessions of Life and
Other Catastrophes which are
also available as podcasts.

It demonstrates significant
public engagement, research
translation and knowledge
dissemination to a broad
audience.

Listen to episodes at
http://www.abc.net.au/radio/
melbourne/programs/drive/life-
and-other-catastrophes/
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VESKI FELLOWSHIP

Forensic Medicine PhD student Samantha
Rowbotham was awarded a VESKI
Fellowship in 2017, as part of the Victorian
Government’s commitment to attracting the
top five percent of respective research fields
to Victoria.

WIN FOR CITIZEN SCIENCE

Cochrane Australia’s Associate Professor

Julian Elliott received the prestigious

Commonwealth Health Minister’s Award for

Excellence in Health and Medical Research

in June 2017. The medal is awarded annually

to the top-ranked Career Development

Fellowship applicant through the National
Health and Medical Research Council.

Julian’s work focusses on
building novel systems for
translating research into
practical, evidence-based
healthcare solutions that
positively affect patient health
and quality of life. One such
example is using text mining
technology and artificial
intelligence to automatically
update ‘living’ systematic
reviews when new data is
released.

Another is Cochrane Crowd,
a citizen science platform with
over 5,000 public contributors.

Members now accurately identify
scientific research papers for
inclusion in systematic reviews,
ensuring they are updated and
produced more quickly and
efficiently.

Julian has over 90 publications
including papers in leading
scientific journals such as
Nature, The Lancet and PLOS
Medicine. In the last five years
he has been a chief investigator
on 20 grants totalling over $8
million.

Samantha’s project is entitled
“Differentiating unintentional
short falls from non-accidental
injury: strengthening the
evidence base for psediatric
skeletal trauma interpretation in
medico-legal contexts.”

14 /

During the project, she’ll
establish a Paediatric Skeletal
Trauma database that will help
distinguish between children’s
injuries arising from accidental
falls and abuse. She hopes
the database will be used to
identify and ultimately protect
the 15,000 Australian children
physically assaulted each year.

Dr Samantha Rowbotham



Professor Paul Myles accepting the award (photo credit: Sophie Wallace)

The ATACAS trial ran for 10 years
and involved 4,660 participants
across Australia, New Zealand,
Asia and Europe. It is the largest
study exploring aspirin and
tranexamic acid use in cardiac
surgery patients to date. The
trial was led by the Australian
and New Zealand College of
Anaesthetists Clinical Trials
Network and coordinated by
Alfred Health.

Coronary artery disease is caused
by a build-up of waxy plaque on
the inside of blood vessels that
supply oxygen-rich blood to the
heart. Over time the plaque can
harden or break off and float
away, blocking blood flow and
potentially causing heart attack or
stroke. People with this condition
are often prescribed long-term
aspirin to prevent this. If the
condition progresses to the point
where aspirin is not sufficient to
manage the risk, coronary artery
bypass graft (CABG) surgery may
be performed.

When the trial launched in 2008
there were concerns that whilst
aspirin was good at reducing the
risk of heart attack or stroke, it
may lead to excessive bleeding
after surgery. On the other hand,
anti-fibrinolytic drugs such as
tranexamic acid were known to
reduce excessive bleeding, but
could increase the chance of
heart attack or stroke. There was
a lack of agreement as to how to
manage medications as the time
of surgery approached.

In a series of papers published

in the New England Journal

of Medicine, the researchers
explained how the trial
demonstrated that it is safe to
continue aspirin prior to surgery
and this may be a safe and
effective way to manage blood
clotting risks. They also found
tranexamic acid to be a safe and
effective way to reduce the risk of
bleeding complications without
increasing the risk of heart attack
or stroke.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

ATACAS RECEIVES NATIONAL
TRIAL OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Australian Clinical Trials
Alliance (ACTA) presented its
2017 Trial of the Year Award to
Professor Paul Myles and co-
investigators on the Aspirin and
Tranexamic Acid for Coronary
Artery Surgery (ATACAS)

trial. The award was handed to
Professor Myles by Minister for
Health Greg Hunt MP.

Aspirin was found to be safe and effective in managing blood clotting
risks that lead to stroke and heart attack
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AWARDS

AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS

This year saw several of our academic and research staff recognised
in the 2017 Australia Day and Queens Birthday Honours.

PROFESSOR JAMIE COOPER AO

Professor Jamie Cooper AO, became an Officer of the Order of Australia in honour of his distinguished
service to intensive care medicine in the field of traumatic brain injury as a clinician, and to medical
education as an academic, research and author. Professor Cooper has published more than 230 journal
papers, including ten papers in the New England Journal of Medicine, covering intensive care medicine,
traumatic brain injury, blood transfusion, sepsis, acute lung injury, and resuscitation fluids.

PROFESSOR MICHAEL ACKLAND PSM

Professor Michael Ackland received a public service medal for outstanding public health service
through contributions to the health and wellbeing of people in Victoria. Professor Ackland has made a
broad and significant contribution to public health during his distinguished 35 year career in the public
service in Victoria. He has led major innovations and policy development in chronic diseases, risk factor
surveillance and prevention. As Acting Chief Health Officer, Professor Ackland worked to protect the
health of Victorians through the provision of strategic advice to government, and by leading several
successful large scale public health investigations.

i»  ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR KEN HARVEY AM

| 8 i 7 A/Professor Ken Harvey AM is one of Australia’s leading campaigners for evidence-based medicine

| and received the honour of Member (AM) in the general division of the Order of Australia. The honour
recognises his significant service to community health and the pharmaceutical industry through roles

in developing guidelines for the ethical use of antibiotics. It follows other significant awards including
Choice Australia’s Consumer Champion for 2012, and the 2016 ANZAAS Medal from the Australian and
New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science for contributions to science which go beyond
normal professional activities.

PROFESSOR NICK CROFTS AM

Professor Nick Crofts received the honour of Member (AM) for significant services to medicine in the field
of epidemiology, particularly through contributions to the control of HIV and other infectious diseases.
Professor Crofts is a distinguished researcher and shaper of public health action to reduce the impact

of many harms, including from infectious diseases (HIV, hepatitis C), illicit drugs, and violence, and the
partnership of law enforcement with public health in reducing these and many other harms.
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JOSEPH IBRAHIM FILM AWARD

Professor Joseph Ibrahim won an award for
his short film Dignity of Risk. The animated
film, by Prateek Bando, Jeremy Ley and
Professor Ibrahim, won ‘Best Narrative Film
Category’ at the 2017 Global Impact Film
Festival (GIDC) and has been accepted in

several other film competitions.

The GIDC Film Festival’s
mission is to empower lives by
celebrating the power of media
for social justice by showcasing
films that provoke and inspire
social change.

Dignity of Risk is about a
geriatrician faced with a difficult
decision when he finds that his
elderly patient can no longer live
safely at home.

Professor Ibrahim, from the
Department of Forensic
Medicine, has spent many years
investigating falls and injuries
among nursing home patients.
‘Dignity of Risk’ is a term he
uses to describe an individual’s

inherent right to engage in risky
behaviour, a right that is often

compromised in care situations.

A common example would be
a nursing home resident who
preferred to take a solitary walk
in the evenings. Whilst the
unattended walk poses a falls
risk, it may also greatly enrich
the life of the patient and have
psychosocial benefits that
outweigh the risk.

The film deals with the topic

in a sensitive way, showing

the dilemmas faced by the
geriatrician, the patient, and the
patient’s relatives.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE
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Dr Susannah Ahern,
Head of Registry Science Unit

18 /

CLINICAL REGISTRIES

In addition, clinical registries
provide valuable epidemiological
data regarding the natural history
and progression of diseases;
they are used to answer real-
world research questions;

they monitor the effect of new
pharmaceutical and device
treatments over time; and they
act as platforms on which to
undertake clinical trials.

Monash Clinical Registries’
academic output for 2017

was significant, with over 75
publications in high quality
peer-reviewed journals directly
resulting from registry operations
and analyses, and many

more conference and media
presentations. Monash Clinical
Registries also participated in
Victorian and Commonwealth
reviews of clinical quality registry
policy and strategy in 2017.

In 2017, a number of new
clinical registries were
established at Monash SPHPM.
These included:

e The Australian and New
Zealand Thyroid Cancer
Registry

® The Australian Spine Registry

¢ The Dementia Pilot Clinical
Quiality Registry

e The Australian Gynae-
oncology Registry

e The TrueNTH Global Registry
in Prostate cancer

Clinical registries are gaining increasing

recognition within Australia and internationally

as a valuable tool in quality improvement.

When mature, clinical quality registries monitor

key clinical quality indicators and provide

benchmarked reports to participating sites, being

an effective mechanism of stimulating local review

and changing clinical practice.

Highlights from our extensive
program of existing clinical
registries include:

e The Australian Cystic Fibrosis
Data Registry produced its
2015 Annual Report, its first
under the management of
Monash SPHPM.

e The Victorian Cardiac
Outcomes Registry (VCOR)
published its methodology
in the peer reviewed journal,
Heart Lung and Circulation
— “The establishment of the
Victorian cardiac outcomes
registry: monitoring and
optimising outcomes for
cardiac patients in Victoria”.

* The Aplastic Anaemia Registry
is participating in the Bone
Marrow Failure Flagship of the
Melbourne Genomics Health
Alliance, investigating whether
comprehensive genomics
screening can improve
accuracy and timeliness of
diagnosis for patients with
these rare but important
conditions.

¢ The Australian and New
Zealand Massive Transfusion
Registry has secured ongoing
funding from Australia’s
National Blood Authority,
the Victorian Department of
Health and Human Services,
the New Zealand Blood
Service, and CSL Behring.
This funding will permit
the Registry to expand
to additional sites and to
pursue its research and
quality activities for massive
transfusion support in critical
bleeding across a range of
clinical contexts.

e The Myeloma and
Related Diseases Registry
commenced its first registry-
based early phase clinical
trials in partnership with
the Australasian Myeloma
Research Collaboration.
It also secured funding
from Australia’s National
Blood Authority for a
study of immunoglobulin
use in myeloma. Use of
immunoglobulins is known
to vary substantially between
clinicians, hospitals and
across Australian states.

¢ The Lymphoma and Related
Diseases Registry completed
a successful pilot, and
secured additional funding
to expand its operations to
include patients with chronic
lymphocytic leukaemia.



By the end of 2017, the
Australian Breast Device
Registry (ABDR) captured
health information from
approximately 1,000 people
per month, with the support
of > 380 surgeons. The 2016
Annual Report, a first for the
Registry, was prepared for
publication.

The Victorian Lung Cancer
Registry was amongst the first
recipients of funding from the
Medical Research Future Fund
(MRFF).

The Upper Gl Cancer Registry
began collecting patient

data for its second module,
oesophagogastric cancer,
adding to the first module,
pancreatic cancer.

The Australian Rheumatology
Association Database
(ARAD) is in the process

of amalgamating with the
new Australian Arthritis

and Autoimmune Biobank
Collaborative (A3BC). It is
also extending participation
to people with polymyalgia
rheumatica, giant cell arteritis
and other types of vasculitis.

The pilot project for quality
Registry of Kidney Diseases
(ROKD) is now complete. A
new iteration of the Registry
of Kidney Diseases has

now been approved and
established as the definitive
registry and extends the
quality Registry from 6 to 8
renal conditions and takes
account of the need to include
legacy cases for some ‘rare
kidney diseases’, and includes
a ‘glomerulonephritis registry’.
The involvement of centres in
Victoria has increased to 17.

Our full list of registries is here:

Cancer registries

e Prostate Cancer Outcomes
Registry — Australia and New
Zealand

* Prostate Cancer Outcomes
Registry — Victoria

e Upper Gastrointestinal Cancer
Registry

e National Gynae-Oncology
Registry

e Victorian Lung Cancer
Registry

Cardiac registries

e Victorian Cardiac Outcomes
Registry

e Melbourne Interventional
Group Registry

e Australian and New Zealand
Society of Cardiac and
Thoracic Surgeons National
Cardiac Surgery Database
Program

Device/Procedure

registries

* Australian Breast Device
Registry

e Bariatric Surgery Registry

Medical registries

e Australian Rheumatology
Association Database

e Registry of Kidney Diseases

Registry Science Unit

e Australian Cystic Fibrosis Data
Registry

e Australian and New Zealand
Thyroid Cancer Registry

e Australian Spine Registry

e Dementia Pilot Clinical Quality
Registry

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

Transfusion Research
Unit
e Aplastic Anaemia Registry

¢ Australian and New Zealand
Massive Transfusion Registry

Haemoglobinopathy Registry
¢ | ymphoma and Related
Diseases Registry

e Myeloma and Related
Diseases Registry

Neonatal Alloimmune
Thrombocytopenia Registry

Thrombotic
Thrombocytopenia Purpura /
Thrombotic Microangiopathies
Registry

¢ \enous Thromboembolism
cohort study

Trauma and Emergency
registries
e Australian Trauma Registry

¢ Burns Registry of Australian
and New Zealand

Victorian Orthopaedic Trauma
Outcomes Registry

Victorian State Trauma
Registry

e Aus-ROC Australian and
New Zealand Out-of-Hospital
Cardiac Arrest Epistry

International registries

e International Collaboration of
Breast Registries Activities

e Saudi Arabia Trauma Registry

e TrueNTH Global Registry
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RESEARCH | 2017 AT A GLANCE

RESEARCH FUNDING 2017

23%

Category 3

54%
° Total = $38,785,792

23%

NEW NHMRC/MRFF FUNDING FROM APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED IN 2017

4% 1%
6% 17%

. Centre of Research Excellence . Practitioner Fellowship

. Project Grants . Research Fellowship

MRFF Rare Cancers, Rare Diseases
and Unmet Needs Clinical Trials Program

7%

Career Development Fellowship

9% 12%
. Boosting Dementia Research Grant . Dementia Fellowship
Early Career Researcher Fellowships . Trip Fellowship
[}
10% . Partnership Grants Total = $14,551,042
12%
r :
Ui 1%
Books and

book chapters, 18

o Journal articles, 1079
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SCHOOL EXECUTIVE
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L-R: Prof Jane Fisher, Prof Malcolm Sim, Prof Peter Cameron, Prof Flavia Cicuttini, Prof John McNeil AM, Dr Jayamini
Illesinghe, Prof Robin Bell, Prof Andrew Forbes, Prof John Zalcberg OAM, Mr Gavin Horrigan, Prof Sophia Zoungas

Absent: Prof Michael Abramson, Prof Jamie Cooper AO, Prof Susan Davis, A/Prof Dragan llic, Prof Danny Liew, Prof Helena
Teede, Prof Noel Woodford
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DIVISIONS

ASPREE RESEARCH
CANCER RESEARCH

CLINICAL
EPIDEMIOLOGY

RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY

HEALTH SERVICES

OCCUPATIONAL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
SCIENCES

CRITICAL CARE RESEARCH

SOCIAL SCIENCES
RESEARCH

METABOLISM, AGEING
& GENOMICS

MONASH CENTRE FOR
HEALTH RESEARCH
AND IMPLEMENTATION
(MCHRI)

FORENSIC MEDICINE

TEACHING AND LEARNING
(RESEARCH STREAM)
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ASPREE RESEARCH
HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR JOHN MCNEIL AM

Professor John McNeil AM,
Head of ASPREE Research and
Principal Investigator of ASPREE

A/Professor Robyn Woods,
ASPREE Executive Officer

ASPREE, an international
primary prevention RCT of
low-dose (100 mg) aspirin in
the healthy elderly, which began
in 2010, formally concluded in
December 2017. With 16,703
enrolled participants from

south eastern Australia (2,411
participants in the US), ASPREE
became the largest clinical trial
ever conducted mainly through
general practice. The primary
objective of the double-blind
study is to determine whether
low-dose aspirin extends
survival, free from dementia and
physical disability, for healthy
people aged > 70 years.

Secondary objectives relate to
the effects of low-dose aspirin
on cardiovascular disease,
death, dementia and cognitive
decline, depression, cancer,
physical disability and major
bleeding episodes.

24/

High quality data amassed
during the seven year trial
includes: physical, cognitive
and well-being (including
depression) measures; personal
health histories; lifestyle choices
and social circumstance;
pharmacotherapies; and data
on clinical events including
myocardial infarction, stroke,
heart failure, cancer, dementia,
depression and clinically
significant bleeding. Data

from sixteen sub-studies,
including ~ 2 million biobanked
biospecimens, augment the
principal trial.

An interim analysis of data by the
NIA (National Institute on Aging),
the major funder of ASPREE,
resulted in the cessation of the
intervention phase of the trial in
June. The NIA reported very little
difference between the aspirin
and placebo arm in length of life
free of dementia and disability
since the start of the study
treatment. They concluded

that it was extremely unlikely
that continuing the intervention
phase until December 2017, as
originally planned, would affect
the primary study outcome.

As a result of this decision:

e Participants and their GPs in
Australia and the USA were
instructed to cease and return
study tablets.

e Hundreds of thousands of
returned tablets were logged
to calculate exposure to study
treatment.

¢ Information on health event
forms, that participants
completed and returned
with their study tablets, was
checked and entered into the
database.

¢ Meanwhile up to ~1,000
annual ASPREE study
visits were conducted per
month across south eastern
Australia. Three-monthly
phone calls, and sub-study
activities, also continued until
December 2017.

e Efforts to source and prepare
thousands of supporting
documents for endpoint
adjudication doubled.

e Seven years of longitudinal
data was cleaned and
prepared for analysis and
publication of the primary
paper, which is expected to
be published globally by mid-
2018.

e Budgets, funding applications,
protocols, study documents,
letters and ethics submissions
were prepared for the roll out
of a follow-up observational
study of the legacy effects
of aspirin, called ASPREE-

XT (eXTension), which will
commence in early 2018.

* A new, improved data
management system was
prepared for ASPREE-XT.

e Staff held multiple participant
forums (study updates) to
explain the transition from
ASPREE to ASPREE-XT.

Data Collection

ASPREE field staff conducted
more than 13,000 annual

study visits in-person. The
remaining ~3,300 annual visits
were conducted by phone call
or through medical records.
ASPREE administration staff
made in excess of 60,000 phone
calls to ASPREE participants
for retention and data collection
purposes.

Data Management

The ASPREE Data Management
team began building a new,
high-functioning database to
improve data entry, reporting
and communication.

Endpoint Management

To date the Endpoint Data
Management team has
collected, processed and
reviewed more than 200,000
pages of clinical supporting
evidence necessary for
adjudication of primary and
secondary study endpoints.

Participant engagement

ASPREE hosted 24 study
updates for participants across
south-eastern Australia. Up to
95% of ASPREE participants
indicated in their returned health
form a willingness to continue in
a related follow-up study.

ASPREE Sub-study
Activity

The ASPREE Healthy Ageing
Biobank currently holds 12,219
baseline and >10,300 year 3
follow up blood & urine samples,
>1,700 saliva samples and ~
728 tumour specimens.

Staff have conducted >900
year 3 follow up hearing tests
(ASPREE-Hearing), >900 year 5
retinal images (ASPREE-AMD)
and have received >4,000 year
5 follow up medical and social
ALSOP (ASPREE Longitudinal
Study of Older Persons)
questionnaires to help identify
factors that may affect healthy
ageing.

Funding

Bridge funding from the NIA
and NCI will supplement
existing NHMRC grants
towards a post-trial observation
longitudinal study, ASPREE-XT,
to investigate possible legacy
effects of aspirin, particularly on
cancer. Extending to ASPREE-
XT will enrich rigorous clinical,
phenotypic, genotypic and
biomarker datasets generated
by the ASPREE study in
Australia and the US.

Acknowledgement

ASPREE Investigators sincerely
thank 16,703 older Australians
for generously contributing to
the study, and more than 2,000
GPs, without whom this trial
would not be possible. They
would also like to congratulate
the ASPREE team for rallying
and eclipsing study challenges
this year.

Www.aspree.org
@aspree_aus



CANCER RESEARCH
HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR JOHN ZALCBERG 0AM

Professor John Zalcberg OAM

In 2017 the Cancer Research
Division comprised of the Cancer
Research Program (CRP) and the
Australian Clinical Trials Alliance
(ACTA).

The CRP includes a number

of clinical quality registries:

the Victorian Lung Cancer
Registry (VLCR), the Upper
Gastrointestinal Cancer Registry
(UGICR) and the National Gynae-
Oncology Registry (NGOR). The
primary aim of these registries is
to benchmark the performance
of health services, on agreed
measures of quality of care, to
inform and enable improvements
in quality of care.

Registries can also facilitate
hypothesis-driven research
projects, and both VLCR and
UGICR are already involved

with such projects. As cancer
care becomes increasingly
personalised, the role of cancer
registries in linking subgroups of
patients with suitable research
projects, including clinical trials, is
likely to grow.

Professor Zalcberg is also the
chair of the Australian Clinical
Trials Alliance (ACTA), which
was co-located with the Cancer
Research Program during 2017.

2017 highlights from the
Division include:

Victorian Lung Cancer
Registry

The registry collaborated with the
Victorian DHHS and Integrated
Cancer Services to collect

data and provide analysis and
reporting for the Victorian Lung
Cancer Redesign Project. The
project targets improvements

in the timeliness of lung cancer
care, by promoting locally
responsive health service review
and improvement initiatives in line
with the “Optimal care pathway
for people with lung cancer”.

The VLCR also increased capture
of all newly diagnosed primary
lung cancer cases in Victoria,
from 55.41% in 2016, to 65%

in 2017, with over 6,000 patient
registrations. The VLCR is on
track to increase capture to

90% by mid-2018. The VLCR
participating health services
include major metropolitan public
and private institutions, and
regional institutions.

Upper Gastrointestinal
Cancer Registry

The Registry’s pancreatic cancer
module pilot was completed,
and roll-out to additional sites
across Victoria began. A pilot of
the UGICR’s oesophagogastric
cancer module commenced in
three major health services, and
a modified Delphi process was
completed to formally develop
a set of quality indicators for
the UGICR’s pancreatic cancer
module as a part of an NHMRC
project grant.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

National Gynae-
Oncology Registry

A pre-pilot methodology
assessment phase was
conducted for NGOR, with
findings of the likely feasibility

of using pre-existing clinical
databases to inform the
registry. The pilot phase of the
ovarian, tubal and peritoneal
cancer module commenced,
including the recruitment of 40+
participants. Finally, ethics and
site governance approvals were
sought and obtained for ten
participating NGOR sites by end
of 2017.

Australian Clinical Trials
Alliance (ACTA)

ACTA was the recipient of a $5
million Medical Research Future
Fund grant, in recognition of
the important role and value of
clinical trial networks. The 2017
ACTA Clinical Trial of the Year
was awarded to the Aspirin and
Tranexamic Acid for Coronary
Artery Surgery (ATACAS) trial,
led by the Australian and New
Zealand College of Anesthetists
Clinical Trials Network and
coordinated by Alfred Hospital
and Monash University.

Research Projects

Prof Zalcberg continued his
involvement in the following
studies:

Cancer Research team members

ALT-GIST Trial: Testing the
role of alternating Imatinib
and Regorafenib as first
line therapy in patients with
metastatic Gastrointestinal
Stromal Tumours.

e CHALLENGE Trial:
Investigating the role of
physical exercise to reduce
recurrence from colorectal
cancer.

INTEGRATE Study: testing
the role of Regorafenib in
metastatic stomach cancer.
e TOPGEAR Study:
Investigating the role of
pre-operative radiotherapy in
operable gastric cancer.

Initiation of a national study of
Nivolumab administration to
renal transplant patients who
develop incurable cancer.

Going into 2018, the CRP has
several projects in development
including new cancer registries
and research projects relating to
the registries.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
divisions/cancer-research
clinicaltrialsalliance.org.au
vicr.org.au

ugicr.org.au

ngor.org.au

Some of our projects can

also be seen in the 2017
Cancer Research Portfolio:
monash.edu/__data/assets/

pdf_file/0004/1216372/Cancer-
Research-Portfolio-2017.pdf
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CLINICAL EPIDEMIOLOGY

HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR DANNY LIEW

Behavioural Science and
Prevention Unit
A/Professor Ben Smith, Head

The Unit continued to strengthen
research and industry
collaboration in behavioural
epidemiology and interventions
this year. Several chronic disease
prevention studies continued,
funded by the Australian
Research Council, and including
a partnership with the Victorian
Active Ageing Partnership.

Professor Danny Liew

Women'’s Health
Research Program

The Clinical Epidemiology Professor Susan Davis, Head

Division consists of a number of
discrete units with unique foci on
health and disease, unified by
their epidemiological approach to
research.

The Program completed
studies evaluating the safety

of intra-vaginal testosterone

for the treatment of vaginal
atrophy in women with breast
cancer taking an aromatase
inhibitor, and the effectiveness of
metformin to prevent endometrial
thickening in women with
breast cancer taking tamoxifen.
Outcomes of these studies

will be presented at the World
Congress on the Menopause in
2018. Other highlights include
the appointment of Professor
Robin Bell to Associate Editor
of Climacteric, the journal of
the International Menopause
Society. Professor Susan Davis
was appointed to the editorial
Board of Clinical Endocrinology,
the journal of the British
Endocrine Society. 2017 also
saw completion of recruitment
of 7,000 Australian women
aged 18-39 years to the Grollo
Ruzzene Foundation Younger
Women'’s Health Study.

Highlights from each unit in
2017 include:

Centre of Cardiovascular
Research and Education
in Therapeutics (CCRET)

Professor Danny Liew and
Professor Chris Reid, Heads

2017 was the second of

the Program Grant ‘Novel
approaches to the prevention
and treatment of chronic heart
disease and its comorbid
complications’. The year
marked the commencement

of the new Centre of Research
Excellence ‘Cardiovascular
Qutcomes Improvement’ and
saw expansion of three flagship
cardiovascular clinical registries:
Victorian Cardiac Outcomes
Registry (VCOR), Australian
and New Zealand Society of
Cardiac and Thoracic Surgeons
(ANZSCTS) Cardiac Surgery
Database, and the Melbourne
Intervention Group (MIG) Registry
of Coronary Interventions. The
group had 99 publications and
expanded to a team of 70 staff
and postgraduate students.

The CCRET team

26 /

Cabrini Epidemiology

Professor Rachelle Buchbinder,
Head

The Unit had a stellar year for
grants including funding for the
NHMRC Centre of Research
Excellence — Australia and New
Zealand Musculoskeletal Clinical
Trials Network (ANZMUSC). We
also received funding for the
NHMRC Partnership Centre in
Health System Sustainability and
won NHMRC Cochrane Editorial
base funding for Cochrane
Musculoskeletal for the next
three years. The Cochrane EPOC
Satellite is now co-located with
us at our new premises at 4
Drysdale St, Malvern.

Infectious Diseases
Epidemiology

Professor Allen Cheng and
Professor Karin Leder, Heads

This Unit continued our
partnership with Water Research
Australia Limited, including a
study in India on improving
access to safe water using
Riverbank Filtration Technology.
We began leading the health
outcomes research for a large
Wellcome Trust-funded trial,
Revitalising Informal Settlements
and their Environments (RISE),
and contributed to several large
NHMRC grants in surgical site
infection, community-acquired
pneumonia and emerging
infectious diseases.

Members of the Unit continued to
have a role in research translation
and policy, through membership
of State and Commonwealth

advisory committees on drug
regulation, influenza surveillance,
immunisation and healthcare
associated infection, and we ran
a Travel Medicine short course
in2017.

Musculoskeletal
Epidemiology Unit
Professor Flavia Cicuttini, Head

The Unit commenced new
NHMRC funded trials on

krill oil for knee osteoarthritis
and methotrexate for hand
osteoarthritis in ongoing work
focusing on new approaches for
the treatment of osteoarthritis
where there are still no disease
modifying agents available.
Translational work was funded
through NHMRC and MRFF,
aimed at improving patient
outcomes in osteoarthritis

and low back pain. Finally,

we continued collaboration

with Monash Engineering and
Information Technology aimed
at developing novel monitoring
systems and ergonomic solutions
for musculoskeletal conditions,
with steady progress on a

knee robotic, the subject of a
collaborative patent between the
Unit and Engineering.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
ccre

monash.edu/medicine/
sphpm/depts-centres-units/
womenshealth

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/clinepi-cab
monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/infectious-
diseases-epidemiology
monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/muscskel

The Infectious Diseases Epidemiology team



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR ANDREW FORBES

Professor Andrew Forbes

The Research Methodology
Division is headed by Professor
Andrew Forbes with Professor
Sally Green as Deputy Head. It

is comprised of the Biostatistics
Unit, Cochrane Australia, the
Epidemiological Modelling Unit
and the Research Governance
Unit. These Units provide a
critical methodological foundation
for activities and research within
SPHPM, the Faculty of Medicine,
Nursing and Health Sciences,
and government and hospitals
nationally, in addition to their own
areas of research.

Epidemiological Modelling Unit team

Highlights for 2017 include:

Epidemiological
Modelling Unit
Dr James Trauer, Head

The Unit continued its strong
theme of modelling infectious
disease transmission, with
further work on tuberculosis, HIV,
sexually transmitted infections
and emerging infectious
diseases. During the year, Dr
James Trauer took over as Unit
head from A/Prof Manoj Gambhir,
whose tenure saw robust
development of this area.

The Unit made several successful
grant applications, including one
for expansion of the existing
tuberculosis (TB) modelling
platform AuTuMN, which assists
high-burden countries to better
respond to TB epidemics. Weekly
educational meetings have
strengthened cross-institutional
links with teams at James Cook
University, the Doherty Institute
and RMIT. Other key partners

for our research include the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB
and Malaria; the TB Modelling
and Analysis Consortium; the
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade; Melbourne Sexual
Health Centre; and the Victorian
Tuberculosis Program.
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The Unit will build capacity in
demographic modelling and
recruit staff adept in software
development and demography
in 2018.

Cochrane Australia

Professor Sally Green and Mr
Steve McDonald, Co-Directors

Cochrane Australia held its
biennial symposium in Melbourne
in 2017, with a theme of
“Towards living evidence’.
Leading researchers, policy
makers, clinicians and research
funders explored the new tools,
systems and technologies that
promise to provide us with
continually updated evidence to
inform decision-making in the
future.

There was also a strong focus on
training at Cochrane Australia’s
mid-year Learning Week event,
which involved a series of day-
long workshops looking at all
aspects of conducting systematic
reviews and disseminating health
evidence.

s
Cochrane Australia team members

Research Governance

Professor Sophia Zoungas,
Chair

The Research Governance
Committee (RGC) was chaired by
Prof Sophia Zoungas with Marina
Skiba in the role of Research
Governance Officer. Its purpose
is to support researchers and
research students at SPHPM

in the conduct of high quality
research.

The Unit provides researchers
with resources such as the
school Guide to Good Research
Practice, advice and assistance
to ensure that the school
continues to meet high research
conduct standards.

Activities undertaken in 2017
include:

e Overseeing the Research
Governance component of
compulsory staff and student
inductions.

* Managed online and face-
to-face research governance
training to existing staff and
students.

¢ Involvement in the delivery of
17 TransCelerate Accredited
ICH Good Clinical Practice
programs and five refresher
courses to staff from Monash
Partners organisations.
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Annual self-audits were
available online through
MUHREC ERM (88%
response rate)

22 face-to-face short audits
were completed.

* Management of staff and
student requests.

Presentation of a risk
management poster at
the ARMS conference in
Wellington, New Zealand.

Training of 15 senior
researchers from Sri Lanka
in research governance
and assistance in drafting
their Code of Conduct and
Research Governance
Strategy.

Hosting a Summer Vacation
program student (Emily Prior)
who conducted a rapid review
in the use of audits in the
prevention and identification of
fraud.

Committee members, Terms of
Reference, RG Annual Reports,
current SPHPM Guide to Good
Research Practice and other
relevant information can be
found at: monash.edu/medicine/
sphpm/research/governance

Biostatistics
Professor Andrew Forbes, Head

The Biostatistics Unit is actively
engaged in methodological
biostatistical research relevant
to the solution of practical
problems in clinical research, in
addition to teaching activities in
postgraduate and undergraduate
biostatistics, clinical research
and public health courses.

The Biostatistical Consulting
Platform (BCP), within the
Biostatistics Unit, provides
statistical collaboration, support,
consultation and advice for
staff of the Monash Faculty of
Medicine, for Alfred Hospital
researchers, and for doctoral
students at Monash University.
The BCP web page is
monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/biostats-
consulting

Research Governance Committee members
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In 2017 the Unit delivered
advanced biostatistics short
courses in causal inference,
prediction modelling, meta-
analysis and longitudinal data
analysis, and continued its
active research roles in clinical
trial designs, particularly cluster
randomised trials and platform
trials, and in statistical analysis
issues in clinical trials, spatio-
temporal modelling and complex
systematic reviews. These
included successful MRFF
grants involving platform trial
designs, an NHMRC grant in
systematic reviews of interrupted
time series, and coordination

of an international meeting to

develop the CONSORT extension

statement for stepped wedge
trials.

Biostatistics team members

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/epimodel

australia.cochrane.org

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
research/governance

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/biostats




HEALTH SERVICES
HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR PETER CAMERON

Professor Peter Cameron

Highlights for each Health
Services unit throughout 2017
include:

Transfusion Research
Unit
A/Professor Erica Wood, Head

Conducted the world-first
TRUSTT study (True cost of
transfusion in thalassaemia) of
the costs of red cell transfusion
in thalassaemia major. The oral
abstract presentation received
the prestigious Presidential
Symposium award of the
Australian and New Zealand
Society of Blood Transfusion.
The Unit secured major funding
from Australia’s National Blood
Authority for the IMPROVE
study (Immunoglobulins in
myeloma patients: Research into
outcomes, variation in practice,
and epidemiology).

Finally, we expanded the
Australian and New Zealand
Myeloma and Related Diseases
Registry and secured major
funding to extend its activities in
partnership with collaborators in
Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong
and Taiwan.

Dr Zoe McQuilten was honoured
as the Scott Murphy Lecturer at
the Biomedical Excellence for
Safer Transfusion Collaborative
meeting.

Australian Breast Device
Registry (ABDR)
Dr Ingrid Hopper, Head

The ABDR monitors device
performance, patient health
outcomes and quality of surgery
involving breast implants, breast
tissue expanders and acellular
dermal matrices nationally.

In 2017 the ABDR reached a
significant milestone with 23,000
patients in the registry, and
utilised SMS technology to collect
patient feedback on the look and
feel of implants for the Patient
Reported Outcomes (PROMs)
follow-up study.

We led two Modified Delphi
processes: one to identify

a minimum dataset that will
facilitate data harmonisation
between international breast
implant registries; the second
to ascertain quality indicators of
care in breast device surgery in
Australia and around the world.

We also developed our first
annual report for publication.

Registry Science Unit
Dr Susannah Ahern, Head

Monash Clinical Registries
are supported by the Registry
Science Unit (RSU).

The RSU provides strategic and
policy advice and liaises with legal
counsel, information technology
and research governance to
ensure Monash registries provide
best registry practice. In 2017,
the SPHPM Health Services
Research Unit came under the
leadership of the RSU, providing
a mutually beneficial collaboration
of registry and mixed methods
research.

The RSU provides access

to senior and experienced
statisticians and data analysts
for registry reporting and more
complex research-related
activities. The RSU data analysis
team work closely with registry
practitioners to plan and design
procedures for data analysis,
undertake quality control

audits of registry data, provide
statistical support to produce
annual reports, and conduct
training courses and workshops.
The team is also involved in
collaborative and methodological
research, including simulation
studies to improve the application
of funnel plots for rare/sparse
disease outcomes, geo-spatial
Bayesian hierarchical models for
areal data, risk-adjusted cusum
models and reporting checklist
for registry data.

The RSU also collaborates with
numerous registries to support
a best practice approach to
implementing patient reported
outcome measures (PROMs).

PROMSs are recognised as
valuable information regarding

a patient’s functional and
psychosocial recovery following a
disease or procedure. Combined
with clinical measures, PROMs
can provide a more holistic

view of the impact of a disease/
procedure on patients and their
carers. Monash Clinical Registries
collecting PROMs include the
Victorian State Trauma Registry,
the Victorian Orthopaedic Trauma
Outcomes Registry, the Prostate
Cancer Outcomes Registry, the
Myeloma and Related Diseases
Registry, the Australian Breast
Device Registry and the Bariatric
Surgery Registry.

The RSU manages new and
establishing registries, currently
comprising:

e The Australian Cystic Fibrosis
Data Registry

® The Australian and New
Zealand Thyroid Cancer
Registry

e The Australian Spine Registry

¢ The Dementia Pilot Clinical
Quality Registry

The RSU is the point of contact
for researchers, clinicians and
consumer organisations who are
interested in establishing a clinical
quality registry.

monash.edu/medicine/
sphpm/depts-centres-units/
transfusionresearch
abdr.org.au

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
registries/registry-sciences-unit
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The Registry Science Unit’s Data Analysts
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OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENCES
HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR MALCOLM SIM
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Professor Malcolm Sim

The Division comprises the
Monash Centre for Occupational
and Environmental Health
(MonCOEH), the Hazelwood
Health Study, the Australian
Centre for Human Health Risk
Assessment (ACHHRA) and the
Aviation Medicine Unit.

The OEHS Division had a busy
research and teaching program
in 2017 with various large
projects on the go. The year
also saw important international
visitors, including a four-member
delegation led by the Director

of the China National Institute

of Environmental Health, Prof
Xiaoming Shi, in September.

Professor Michael Abramson was
Chair of the Scientific Committee
for the very successful Annual
Conference of the International
Society of Environmental
Epidemiology, which was held in
Sydney in September.

Highlights for the year include:
MonCOEH

Professor Malcolm Sim, Head

The Queensland Government’s
Department of Natural Resources
and Mines engaged MonCOEH
to undertake two follow-

up projects arising from the
MonCOEH review into ‘Black
Lung’ in Queensland coal

miners in 2016. The first projects
identified a framework for future
health surveillance of coal miners
and the second examined the
de-identified health data and
assessed its research potential.
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The Centre completed the latest
cancer and mortality linkage for
the long-term Health Watch study
of 20,000 petroleum workers,
and a review of jet fuel exposure
and female reproductive

effects for the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs. The Australian
Mesothelioma Registry was
funded for a further four years in
collaboration with the Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare
and the MonCOEH ARC Linkage
grant prospective study of injured
workers was completed.

The NHMRC Centre of

Research Excellence (CRE) for
Population Health Research

on Electromagnetic Energy
(PRESEE) continued to publish
research around mobile phone
base stations, Wi-Fi and
personal exposure. These
publications included results from
a study involving 36 schools in
Melbourne and Wollongong, and
a study investigating mobile base
station and Wi-Fi exposure in 20
kindergartens in Melbourne.

Hazelwood Health Study

Professor Michael Abramson,
Head

Recruitment into the Adult Survey
stream of the Hazelwood Health
Study (HHS) closed in February,
with over 4,000 participants.
Preliminary health findings

were released in September.
Some Adult Survey participants
were subsequently invited to
participate in two clinical streams;
Respiratory and Cardiovascular,
which commenced recruitment in
Sale and Morwell.

The HHS Latrobe Early Life
Follow-Up (ELF) study stream
closed recruitment on its baseline
health and exposure survey early
in 2017, with 552 families taking
part. Subsequently, clinical testing
for that stream was completed
with 263 children undertaking
respiratory and vascular function
tests. The HHS Psychological
Impacts Schools Study reported
on the key findings from its first
round of data collection whilst
progressing the collection of the
second round of data.

The HHS Community Wellbeing
Stream reported on the social
media component of their
research and is progressing write
up of a report on community
recovery and wellbeing.

The HHS Older Person Policy
Review stream publically released
its first report in 2017. This
contained important implications
for policy development and
program planning in relation

to older people and disasters

for best practice to improve
preparedness for, and response
to, a future disaster event.

The HHS researchers were
heavily involved with community
engagement and began working
closely with the newly created
Latrobe Health Assembly, Health
Innovation Zone and Ministerial
Advisory Committee.

Australian Centre for
Human Health Risk
Assessment

Professor Brian Priestly, Head

Professor Brian Priestly assisted
the Victorian DHHS with a review
of the potential health impacts of
perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
that have been the subject of

an increasing range of cases of
environmental contamination
incidents, mainly around airports
and Defence establishments.

Aviation Medicine Unit

A/Professor David Newman,
Head

The Aviation Medicine Unit
celebrated its 25th year of
teaching the highly successful
short course, the Australian
Certificate of Civil Aviation
Medicine (ACCAM), a prerequisite
for medical practitioners who
wish to register with the Civil
Aviation Safety Authority of
Australia as Designated Aviation
Medical Examiners.

The Unit also ran the first
Advanced Aviation Medicine
course in Doha, Qatar, in January
and February. Run in conjunction
with Qatar Airways, it is ideal
preparation for an aviation
medicine career requiring an
advanced level of knowledge.
The course reached maximum
capacity with students consisting
of ACCAM alumni and Qatar
Airways staff.

In 2018, the Monash Basic
course in Aviation Medicine will
join the Monash program run in
Qatar. The Aviation Medicine Unit
also plans to secure the lease
for an on-site 737-800 Boeing
flight simulator and commence
work on the Diploma in Aviation
Medicine due to launch in 2019.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
coeh
hazelwoodhealthstudy.org.au
monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/achhra

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/avmed

Two members of our 2017 Aviation Medicine cohort finishing their
simulator training



CRITICAL CARE RESEARCH
HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR JAMIE COOPER AQ
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Professor Jamie Cooper AO

The Critical Care Research
Division comprises the Australian
and New Zealand Intensive

Care Research Centre (ANZIC-
RC), the ANZCA (Australian

and New Zealand College of
Anaesthetists) Clinical Trials
Network (CTN), and the Pre-
Hospital, Emergency and
Trauma Research (PET) Unit.

Highlights from the Division in
2017 include:

Australian and New
Zealand Intensive Care
Research Centre

Professor Jamie Cooper AO,
Director

Professor Jamie Cooper AO
was awarded an Officer of
the Order of Australia (AO)
for distinguished service to
intensive care medicine in the
field of traumatic brain injury
as a clinician, and to medical
education as an academic,
researcher and author. He
also presented the 5,000
patient TRANSFUSE trial
results at ESICM, Vienna,
Hot Topics Session, with
concurrent publication in
NEJM (Cooper et al. Age of
Red Cells for Transfusion and
Outcomes in Critically Ill Adults.
2017;377:1858-67).

Baxter Healthcare awarded
$2.4m for a nutrition study

in ICU patients to ANZIC-RC
investigators including Emma
Ridley (CIA), A/Professor Carol
Hodgson and Professor Jamie
Cooper AO; and also awarded
a grant for TAME-RENAL led by
Glenn Eastwood and Professor
Alistair Nichol.

Professor Jamie Cooper AO was
awarded an NHMRC Practitioner
Fellowship.

Trauma 2017 prize winners Prof Belinda Gabbe, Dr Ben Beck
and Dr Christina Ekegren
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A/Professor Carol Hodgson
received the Monash Henry
Krum Award for MCR Excellence
and the AMREP EMCR
Publication Prize; and the
PREDICT study (CIA) won the
ANZICS-CTG Best New Study
Prize.

A/Professor Daryl Jones
received an award from the
Victorian DHHS/Safer Care
Victoria for the MET quality
improvement project.

Dr Neil Glassford received the
Matt Spence Medal at the
ANZICS ASM; and Best Oral
Presentation at the Intensive
Care Society State of the Art
meeting in Liverpool, UK.

Pre-hospital, Emergency
and Trauma Unit
Professor Belinda Gabbe, Head

Professor Belinda Gabbe

was awarded an ARC Future
Fellowship; an NHMRC Project
Grant and an HCF Foundation
Project Grant. Dr Ben Beck
was awarded an ARC DECRA;
the European Resuscitation
Council Congress - Young
Investigator of the Year; the
Royal Australasian College of
Surgeons — Brendan Dooley/
Gordon Trinca Trauma Research
Scholarship; the “Free Paper
Prize” at the ARC Spark of Life
Conference; and the Monash
ECR Excellence Award.
Professor Belinda Gabbe, Dr
Christina Ekegren and Dr Ben
Beck won three of the four
awards at the Trauma 2017
Conference.

T

Joint ventures

ATACAS was named the

ACTA 2017 Trial of the Year
(Professors Paul Myles, CIA,
ANZCA and Jamie Cooper

AO, ANZIC-RC). Results were
published in the New England
Journal of Medicine — Myles et
al. Tranexamic Acid in Coronary
Artery Surgery. N Engl J Med.
2017;376:136-48.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
anzicrc

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/traumaepi

Other Networks and
Centres within Critical
Care Research

ANZCA-CTN

Professor Paul Myles, Head
monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/anzca

Aus-ROC
Professor Judith Finn, Director
ausroc.org.au

NHMRC Centre of Research
Excellence for Patient Blood
Management in Critical
lliness and Trauma (Blood-
CRE)

Professor Jamie Cooper AO,
Director
monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
anzicrc/research/blood-cre
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SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH

HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR JANE FISHER

Professor Jane Fisher
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The Division of Social Sciences
is a collection of Units aiming

to inform public health, policy,
health services, and clinical
practice through social science
research and education. All

are multidisciplinary teams of
academics and postgraduate
students. The division comprises
the Jean Hailes Research Unit,
the Michael Kirby Centre for
Public Health and Human Rights,
and Andrology Australia.

To address inequalities in

health and healthcare it is
essential to understand people’s
sociocultural, political and
economic circumstances. We
conduct research and provide
technical advice using our
theoretical and methodological
expertise in epidemiology, ethics,
gender studies, implementation
science, law, medicine, nursing,
psychology, public health,
sociology, and statistics. Fields
include health, iliness, and
complex stigmatised conditions.

Jean Hailes Research
Unit
Professor Jane Fisher, Head

The Unit works in partnership
with Jean Hailes for Women'’s
Health, a community-based
research translation and

clinical care provider. It seeks

to understand and address
gender-based risks to health in
the social, economic, cultural
and political contexts of women’s
lives. Projects in Australia and the
Asia-Pacific region include trials
of psycho-educational programs
for perinatal mental health and
early childhood development;
and investigations of fertility
management; interpersonal
violence and mental health;
reproductive health after cancer;
and the impact of natural
disasters.

Michael Kirby Centre for
Public Health and Human
Rights

A/Professor Bebe Loff, Head

In collaboration with the South
Eastern Centre Against Sexual
Assault, a trial of an innovative
justice option for victim-survivors
of sexual and family violence
continued this year. The Kirby
Centre was successful in
securing funding from the
National Institutes of Health

for health, ethics and the law
projects in India and Myanmar.
The Health Legal Partnership
established by the Kirby Centre
in collaboration with Alfred Health
and Morris Blackburn Lawyers
provided a service to its 1,000th
client.

Andrology Australia
Professor Rob McLachlan, Head

Andrology Australia began in
1999 with the aim to improve
community and professional
education and research

in targeted areas of male
reproductive health including
androgen use and abuse, male
infertility, erectile dysfunction,
testicular cancer and prostate
disease (including prostate
cancer).

In 2017, the Department of
Health funded the organisation
until 2020 to ensure that
Andrology Australia could
continue its mission and assist in
the formation of a new national
Male Health Policy, whilst
providing much needed training,
education and policy advice

to the community and health
professionals in a range of male
health areas.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/jean-hailes

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
michael-kirby

andrologyaustralia.org



METABOLISM, AGEING & GENOMICS
HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR SOPHIA ZOUNGAS

Professor Sophia Zoungas

This Division, new in 2017, will
engage in translational research
focused on prevention and the
public good to help people

live longer, healthier and more
productive lives. Through our
Australia-wide, community-
based research program we
aim to:

e Keep our ageing population
healthy and independent.

® Prevent age-related chronic
diseases, dementia and
disability.

e Extend healthy, independent,
disability free life expectancy.

e Transform preventive
approaches to maintaining
optimal health and well-being
among older Australians.

Highlights for 2017 include:

STAtins in Reducing
Events in the Elderly
(STAREE)

Professor Sophia Zoungas,
Head

‘STAREE is a world first
randomised clinical trial
investigating the effects of a
daily dose of statin in people
aged 70 and above. STAREE wiill
answer the important preventive
health questions of whether
statins can prolong life and
prevent heart attack, stroke and
dementia including Alzheimer’s
disease, in community dwelling
older people. STAREE will also
examine whether statins impact
on the day-to-day physical

function of older people. With
statins, currently one of the
most frequently prescribed
drugs globally, answers to these
questions will guide future health
policy and patient care around
the world.

In 2017, the study had a

very successful year with
establishment of clinical trial
hubs in Queensland, New South
Wales, South Australia, Northern
Tasmania and Regional Victoria,
and involvement of participants
through a body of over 1,800
general practitioners, 800
practices and a number of senior
community networks.

STAREE'’s focus for 2018 will
include further collaboration with
international partners to expand
the trial program. The trial will be
pivotal in influencing the way that
statins are used by older people
in the future.

Diabetes and Vascular
Medicine

Professor Sophia Zoungas,
Head

Australian National Diabetes
Audit (ANDA)

The Australian National

Diabetes Audit (ANDA) is a
well-established, benchmarking
activity and registry measuring
performance of services
providing diabetes care across
all states and territories of
Australia. Participating centres
receive an individualised report of
their clinical practice processes
and patient outcome data in
comparison with their peers.

In addition, the pooled national
report is an important source

of cross-sectional data on the
clinical status and outcomes of
people with diabetes across the
country. The dataset collected is
the National Diabetes Outcomes
Quiality Review INitiative
(NDOQRIN) minimum dataset for
quality care in diabetes, published
as The Data Set Specification -
Diabetes — National Health Data
Dictionary Version 12 — Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare

(AIHW).
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In 2017, 63 diabetes centres
provided de-identified data on
a total of 5,719 patients seen
during the one-month survey
period of May or June 2017.
Centres are encouraged to
use any variation in clinical
performance to inform local
implementation of targeted,
evidence-based quality
improvement activities.

In 2017, Monash secured funding
from the Australian Department
of Health to continue the activity
through to 2021. This funding

will also allow expansion of the
activity into primary care and a
longitudinal follow up that will
assess the longer-term outcomes
of patients with diabetes.

Public Health Genomics
Program
Dr Paul Lacaze, Head

The Public Health Genomics
(PHG) program has expanded
significantly coinciding with a
period of rapid growth in the
field of genomics. Since its
inception and appointment of
inaugural head Dr Paul Lacaze
in 2015, the PHG program has
taken a national leadership role,
conducting research into many
important questions associated
with the mainstreaming of
genomic medicine. These
include; how to effectively
convert large amounts of DNA
sequence data into actionable
medical information; how to
interpret and disclose genetic
information responsibly; and how
to address the regulatory and
ethical challenges with expanded
genetic testing.

Large community-based cohorts
at Monash, such as ASPREE and
STAREE, have enabled research
into these questions. This has
involved DNA sequencing of
over 10,000 samples from the
ASPREE Healthy Ageing Biobank
over the past year, making the
PHG program one of Australia’s
largest genomics projects.
Genetic data is integrated with
extensive medical and lifestyle
information from the ASPREE

study, creating a powerful data
resource. SPHPM Research
Fellow Moeen Riaz, alongside
Jerico Revote from the Monash
eResearch Centre (MeRC), have
been instrumental in building

the computation infrastructure
and data expertise required for
taking on something of this scale.
The project was made possible
by partnerships with leading
genomic centres at the Garvan
Institute of Medical Research in
Sydney and the Icahn Institute at
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
in New York.

In parallel to data challenges, the
PHG program has also taken

on some of the pressing ethical,
social and regulatory issues in
the field. These include the use
of genetic information by life
insurance companies in Australia,
the regulation of internet-based
direct-to-consumer DNA tests;
and public involvement in
genomics research. Dr Lacaze,
alongside colleague Jane Tiller
LLB, have spearheaded a
national effort to ban the use

of genetic test results in life
insurance, and have made
significant progress in providing
evidence to a Parliamentary
Inquiry and making several media
appearances.

As the field of public health
genomics continues to grow

in coming years, the Monash
program is positioned ideally to
contribute, through research and
thought-leadership.

staree.org.au

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/diabetes-
and-vascular-medicine

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/genomics-
program
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MONASH CENTRE FOR HEALTH RESEARCH
AND IMPLEMENTATION (MCHRI)

HEAD OF DIVISION: PROFESSOR HELENA TEEDE

Professor Helena Teede

MCHRI is a partnership between
Monash Health and Monash
University, under the direction

of Professor Helena Teede,

that aims to undertake clinical,
health services and public health
research and to implement

and translate the generated
knowledge.

= MOMNASHI

Underpinned by cross sector
end-user engagement, MCHRI
integrates research, workforce

development and translation and

delivers health impact.

In 2017 we continued to grow
and expand our research
team and diversity of work.
During the year we welcomed
key internationally recognised
research leaders to the Centre
including:

Professor Helen Skouteris,
newly appointed Monash
Warwick Professor for Health
Care Improvement; Helen
brings with her 12 of her team
and considerable expertise in
co-design, implementation,
evaluation and scale up of
interventions.

We have also welcomed many
new staff to the research team
assisting in the delivery of key
initiatives across the Centre.

Launch of the Diabetes Kidney Service

Several of our leaders received
fellowships — Associate Professor
Lisa Moran, a leading public
health and nutrition researcher
and dietician attracted an NHF
future fellowship, Prof Teede a
level Il Practitioner Fellowship,
and Dr Siew Lim and Dr Briony
Hill joined the team as NHMRC
Early career fellows.

All leaders are directly integrated
into MCHRI, with research
embedded within health care and
community services.

MCHRI continues to publish
broadly across several disciplines
with over 100 manuscripts
accepted for publication

in 2017. The Centre also
attracted independent research
funding from NHMRC, ARC,
philanthropy, government and
non-government organisations.
We hold an NHMRC Centre for
Research Excellence, an MRFF
Centre for Research Excellence
in Preventative Health and an
NADC Centre of Excellence.

International collaborations
are strong, especially through
the NHMRC CRE International
PCOS network (34 societies
internationally) and the
International Women'’s Health
Program (IWHP) international
lifestyle in pregnancy
collaboration.

The postgraduate student
training program, with PhD
students from a variety of
backgrounds including nursing,
paramedic, dietetics, medicine,
midwifery, health promotion,
exercise physiology, and
psychology, continues to support
students across our research
interests; with additional training
offered in innovation, health
care improvement research and
implementation into practice

as well as the use of effective
research communication to
promote health research.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
mchri

pcos-cre.edu.au
monashpartners.org.au

Women’s Health Clinic review of pregnancy outcomes of migrant and

refugee women



FORENSIC MEDICINE
HEAD OF DIVISION: A/PROFESSOR RICHARD BASSED

A/Professor Richard Bassed

The Department of Forensic
Medicine (DoFM) exists in parallel
with an operational forensic
medical service at the Victorian
Institute of Forensic Medicine
(VIFM). This is the only university
in Australia with this unique
arrangement, allowing DoFM

to continue to advance the
discipline of forensic medicine
and its associated sciences
through training and development
of future practitioners and
increasing the evidence base
through research. Associate
Professor Richard Bassed is the
Department Head and Professor
Noel Woodford is Deputy Head.

Major highlights during the

year included substantial
improvements and strengthening
of the Masters in Forensic
Medicine; and a number of
outputs from the three research
units of Health Law and Ageing
Research, Drug Harm Prevention,
and Injury Prevention. During
2017, DoFM produced 51 peer-
reviewed journal articles. There
was one book and four book
chapters. Fifteen PhD students
were either enrolled in the
Department or supervised by our
staff, of whom three submitted
their dissertations.

In line with VIFM’s strategic plan
a senior research fellow role was
allocated funding to strengthen
the academic performance of
the Institute’s Forensic Services
division. Dr Jennifer Pilgrim was
successful in this recruitment
process and commenced in her
new role in late 2016.

Drug Harm Prevention
Unit
Dr Jennifer Pilgrim, Head

The unit focuses on the
investigation of the harmful
outcomes of licit and illicit drug
use in the community. This is
achieved through multidisciplinary
studies that encompass forensic
toxicology, public health and
injury epidemiology. Research
projects include investigating the
contribution of alcohol, over-the-
counter, prescription, and illicit
drugs to sudden and unexpected
deaths.

Current research themes within
the unit include prescription
drug misuse, opioid addiction
and harm, alcohol-related
suicide, and drug-facilitated
assault and violence. Highlights
for 2017 include collaborations
with local and international
institutions of high regard,
including the Karolinksa Institute
and San Francisco’s Chief
Medical Examiner Office in the
USA,; projects exploring heroin
use and overdose treatment,
including alerting Victorians to
the emergence of heroin-laced
fentanyl; the co-development

of the Toxicolist database,

the world’s first international
evidence-based reference for
toxic drug concentrations;
supervision of Global Health
Honours students, all of whom
finished with First Class Honours;
and a prize-winning Honours
student exploring family violence.

Other Activities in the Unit

The Unit worked with VIFM
towards a submission to the
2017 Victorian Drug Law
Reform. A collaborative research
program was also established

in conjunction with Austin
physicians, to develop a clinical
toxicology service for emergency
department presentations.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

This service will be available to a
targeted network of Melbourne
based hospitals, providing

novel data for Victoria, and will
contribute towards a national
early drug warning system
currently in development with
researchers at Australian National
University.

Jennifer continued to coordinate
the VIFM Seminar Series, which
included a program of Australian
and international speakers from
disciplines in health, medicine
and the law. She also chaired
the VIFM Research Collective;

a monthly research forum for
VIFM and DoFM staff with
regular presentations discussing
research projects throughout the
organisation.

Health Law and Ageing
Research Unit
Professor Joseph Ibrahim, Head

This Unit is responsible for
education and research that
prevents injury and improves
health care and quality of life

for older people. Current major
research projects include
preventable deaths in aged care;
dignity of risk; elder abuse and
neglect; dementia and end-of-life
care; and research programs for
geriatric medicine specialists.

The Unit’s research has been

the subject of national television
news stories, national and state
commercial and public broadcast
radio interviews and over 60
international and national print or
on-line media articles.

Two notable works included
release of the film Dignity of
Risk by P Bando, J Ley and

JE Ibrahim which won multiple
awards including ‘Best Narrative
Film” at Global Impact Film
Festival (Washington DC Aug
2017) and was an official
selection for the United Nations
Association Film Festival (San
Francisco Oct 2017).

The Unit’s research led to the first
comprehensive national study
of injury-related deaths among
nursing home residents in the
world. The research drew wide
spread media attention reaching
over 5.7 million people through:
National public television ‘The
7.30 Report on the ABC’ and
‘The Project’ on Channel 10;
national online and print media
(The Conversation, The Age and
The Herald Sun); and various
national and regional radio
programs. The Medical Journal
of Australia recognised this work
as amongst “Top 10 research
studies for 2017".

The Unit continues to publish

the Residential Aged Care
Communiqué, the Future Leaders
Communiqué and the Clinical
Communiqué with over 15,000
subscribers and an estimated
readership in excess of 45,000
health professional in Australia
and globally.

Injury Prevention
Research Unit

Professor Joan Ozanne-Smith
AO, Head

This Unit currently conducts
research and promotes policy
development on drowning
prevention, falls prevention,
product safety, child injury
prevention and family violence.
This research combines the
methods of epidemiology with
those of other relevant disciplines
(such as engineering) and covers
all age groups and settings,
including an emphasis on low
and middle income countries.
The Unit also conducts research
and development on Victorian,
National and International injury
data systems.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
forensic

vifm.org

vifmcommuniques.org
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TEACHING AND LEARNING (RESEARCH STREAM)
A/PROFESSOR DRAGAN ILIC, HEAD

A/Professor Dragan llic

The Teaching and Learning
Division has oversight of the
School’s educational portfolio,
but also conducts research into
novel technologies and strategies
that may enhance education.

We also house the School’s
Gambling Health Unit, led by Dr
Charles Livingstone.

A/Professor Dragan llic oversees
the entire Division, covering
research and education
portfolios.

3% /

Gambling and Social
Determinants Unit

Dr Charles Livingstone, Head

The focus of the Gambling and
Social Determinants Unit is

on developing effective harm
prevention and minimisation
interventions and policy for

the harms associated with
gambling, and with other non-
communicable disease. To
pursue this, we adopt a ‘social-
determinants’ approach: that

is, we examine the upstream
causes of harm, and seek

to develop policy and other
responses to prevent illness

and harm. We work extensively
in gambling harm prevention,
but current projects include
identifying the commercial
determinants of health and
applying these principles to

the food industry, and other
‘dangerous consumption’
industries, which we know are
increasingly responsible for
harms including obesity, poor
mental health, and gambling and
alcohol harm. Additionally, recent
work has focused on the role of
health promotion in reducing the
adverse health effects of climate
change, and identifying measures
from diverse public health
domains for adaptation to new
domains of harm prevention.

Medical Education
Research and Quality
(MERQ) Unit

Led by A/Professor Dragan llic,
the MERQ unit has a strong
focus on pedagogical research
in medical and health education
alongside teaching in clinical,
biomedical and health science
disciplines. The MERQ unit
coordinates and conducts
studies across all facets of
medical education including unit/
course development, methods
of learning, assessment,
accreditation, training and
evaluation.

Major projects in 2017 included:

® Research examining the
effectiveness assessment
techniques and technology in
health professional education;

e Evaluating the cost and
value of health professional
education;

® Professional development
through the Teaching
Associate Coaching (TAC)
program; and

e Development of public health

teaching resources through an

e-book interface.

The MERQ team

In 2017, the MERQ team also
received project funding from

the Monash Teaching & Learning
Fund, MBBS development grants
and the Monash Education
Academy. The Unit continued

to promote capacity building
through its involvement with

the SPHPM Summer Vacation
Program.

monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/
depts-centres-units/merq
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UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING
OUR UNDERGRADUATE PORTFOLIO IS MANAGED BY DR BASIA DIUG

Bachelor of Public
Health Science

The Bachelor of Public Health
Science was again delivered

in 2017. This public health
science course substitutes

the previous Bachelor of

Health Science course, which
is due to be taught out by
2018/19. Over 200 students
were enrolled across both
degrees, with the new Bachelor
of Public Health Science
degree providing students with
expertise in a variety of public
health disciplines including
epidemiology, clinical research
methods, health promotion,
policy, environmental and global
health.

The flexibility of the new degree
enables students to pursue
further studies through Honours
or a PhD as well as providing
them with the resources to seek
employment in the diverse field
of allied health. Graduates of
the new program will also have
a pathway into the restructured
Master of Public Health
program.

GRADUATE CAREER PROFILE

MITCHELL BOWDEN

Course: Bachelor of Health Science /

Bachelor of Social Work
Graduated: 2013

Since graduating, Mitchell has worked in numerous
roles in health promotion, health literacy, refugee
health, quality evaluation, quality improvement and
healthcare communications in local councils and

primary care.

Mitchell says, “[My degree] taught me to think
critically, which can be applied to thousands of jobs
in a number of areas, so it makes me employable. It
also ignited a passion that | think | already had, but
wasn’t aware of — working towards equity and social

justice in healthcare.”

Monash MD

This year saw the medical
course at Monash University
transition from an MBBS to

an MD. The current cohort of
first year clinical students will
be the first to graduate with a
Monash MD in 2020. The overall
medical program will continue
to be offered as both a 5-year
undergraduate course and a
4-year graduate-entry program.

Led by Professor Robin Bell,
the School of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine has made
an important contribution to

the conversion of the medical
course to a Masters level
program. Two key aspects of
the transition to the MD include
the development of the online
research methods program

and a scholarly integrated
placement. The online research
methods program has been
developed by Dr Basia Diug, and
will be implemented for the first
time in 2018 with the clinically
based students. All students will
undertake a scholarly intensive
program during the final year of
their training. Students placed
with our School will gain valuable
exposure to clinical research
practices.

Our School staff contribute to
the Monash medical course
through the following activities
and roles:

Professor Robin Bell is the
Curriculum and Assessment
Lead for theme |I.

Year 1: Dr Helen Ackland
coordinates Health, Knowledge
and Society in first semester and
Ms Penny Robinson coordinates
Population Health in second
semester.

Year 2: Professor Michael
Ackland coordinates the Health
Promotion/Evidence Based
Medicine program which runs

in both semesters. Other staff
teaching into this program
include Dr Basia Diug, Dr Maithri
Goonetilleke and Professor
Robin Bell.

The two-week Prevention
Science program delivered in
each semester is coordinated
by Dr Basia Diug. The program
provides a unique opportunity
for students to meet SPHPM
staff within the clinical context at
AMREP, and better understand
the link between research,
prevention and clinical practice.

Year 3: A/Professor Dragan llic
coordinates Evidence Based
Clinical Practice, which runs in
both semesters. Dr Basia Diug
coordinates the online Research
Methods training in semester 1.
Dr Amanda Silcock coordinates
Occupational and Environmental
Medicine, which runs in
Semester 2.

Year 4. Evidence Based Clinical
Practice continues throughout
Year 4 under the direction of
A/Professor Dragan llic. In
Semester 1 of Year 4,
A/Professor Biswadev Mitra
coordinates Health Services
Management. In Year 4 the
students also complete an online
unit in Health Economics, which
is co-ordinated by A/Professor
Duncan Mortimer from the
Centre for Health Economics in
the Monash Faculty of Business
and Economics.

Year 5: Dr Helen Ackland
coordinates an online module

in International Health and
Professor Robin Bell co-
ordinates an online module on
Midlife Women’s Health. The 5th
year students complete these
modules while they are doing
their specialty rotation.




Bachelor of Biomedical
Science (BMS)

SPHPM’s ‘BMS1042:
Biomedical Science and Society’
is the School’s biggest core
biostatistics and epidemiology
undergraduate unit, with 672
students enrolled in 2017. Unit
Coordinator Dr Basia Diug
works with Ms Penny Robinson
to continue to incorporate
innovative teaching methods,
such as Q&A panels, to ensure
that students are reaping the
best benefits and are engaged
across the module. The unit
embraced a ‘partners in
teaching approach’ between
staff and students, with weekly
polls on current public health
topics, giving the students
opportunities to express their
views and thoughts on relevant
topics in the field.

In 2017, ‘BMS3052: Biomedical
basis and epidemiology of
human disease’ was taught to
408 students. This unit aimed
to develop key research skills in
the BMS cohort by having the
students complete a systematic
review and critically appraise
evidence. This is in addition to
the existing elective ‘BME3032:
Introduction to the Health
System’.

In 2017, 8 BMS students
completed the SPHPM Summer
Vacation Program as well as

16 students completing the
Bachelor of Biomedical Science
Honours Program.

SPHPM Summer
Vacation Program

Twenty-one students completed
the Summer Vacation Program
in 2017. This is a competitive
one-month scholarship program
offered by SPHPM. Students
involved are completing degrees
in the Bachelor of Biomedical
Science, Bachelor of Health
Science and the Bachelor of
Medicine and Surgery. Each
student works closely with a
senior researcher, completing

a small research project or
working with existing research
being undertaken by the relevant
department.

Students within the program
have the opportunity to visit the
Victorian Institute of Forensic
Medicine and the Alfred Health
Radiation Oncology Department.
Students are also able to attend
many seminars and events
hosted by the School.

Feedback from the program
continues to be very positive,
with students enjoying the
chance to experience research
first hand and improving their
clinical, statistical and research
skills. Students are also able to
better understand the several
career pathways open to them in
medicine and health.

Qur 2017 Summer Vacation cohort
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Undergraduate and
Graduate Entry Medical
Law Programs

The Department of Forensic
Medicine within SPHPM teaches
medical law to undergraduate
students enrolled in the MBBS.
The content encompasses 10
different fields of law which

are associated with clinical
practices. The tutorials have
included various professionals
including medical lawyers (40-60
in total), staff from the Victorian
Institute of Forensic Medicine
(VIFM) and clinicians who offer
their expertise and experience
each year for this program.

Mrs Jo-Anne Mazzeo, as a
contributing lawyer since the
program’s inception, accepted
the role of Co-Convenor in 2016
to support Associate Professor
David Ranson as Convenor.

The Program encompasses
topics such as negligence in
clinical practice, mental health
legislation and organ and tissue
donation.

Forensic Evidence: Law,
Science, Medicine and
Technology Unit

For 24 years, the Department
of Forensic Medicine and

the Faculty of Law have

jointly offered teaching to
undergraduate law students

in a unit, formerly known as
‘Elements of Forensic Medicine’
and renamed ‘Forensic
Evidence: Law, Science,
Medicine and Technology’

in 2015. In 2016, Professor
Stephen Cordner and Emeritus
Professor Louis Waller, who
have taught the unit since its
inception, handed over the reins
to Jamie Walvisch, Lecturer in
the Faculty of Law, and Anna
Davey, Adjunct Lecturer in

the Department of Forensic
Medicine.

The unit has contributions from
a number of visiting lecturers,
especially from the Victoria
Police Forensic Services
Department. This is an optional
subject in the law course (and
one that few universities have
available) and introduces law
students to the realities of
forensic science and medicine
which are somewhat removed
from the powerful and potentially
misleading influence of NCIS
and related television dramas.
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POSTGRADUATE TEACHING

OUR POSTGRADUATE EDUCATION PORTFOLIO IS MANAGED BY PROFESSOR DANNY LIEW

In 2017 the Department of
Epidemiology and Preventive
Medicine (DEPM) offered
postgraduate courses by
coursework in Public Health,
Biostatistics, Clinical Research
Methods, Health Services
Management, Occupational and
Environmental Health.

Overall our course enrolment
numbers continued to grow with
over 670 postgraduate students
enrolled in DEPM postgraduate
courses by coursework; 232

of these were enrolled in one

of the two new online Masters
programs introduced in 2014.
Seventy postgraduate units were
taught across various teaching
periods, mainly in online plus
block mode, online or in day
mode.

In 2017 a number of our
courses underwent their

five year review. This was a

very successful exercise that
involved the hard work of a large
number of committed staff. The
review enabled us to identify a
number of opportunities in the
postgraduate teaching area. We
were able to build on this review
and restructure our courses to
offer different entry points to
potential students based on
their previous academic and
professional experience. We

are confident that this will offer
students flexibility and enhance
the teaching experience for our
students.
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Public Health

A/Professor Dianna Magliano,
Course Coordinator

The Master of Public Health
(Multi-modal) course structure
offers three entry levels enabling
qualified applicants to enter the
course at 48, 72 or 96 credit
points. This course remains the
most popular program within the
School. Through core units and

a range of electives offered in a
flexible program, it provides the
full range of quantitative, analytical
and communication skills
necessary to work in the broad
domain of public health. It also
provides skills in the quantitative
methods of the population based
health sciences and their problem
solving application for primary
care provision within Australia and
globally.

The Master of Public Health
(Multi-modal) fulfils the core
discipline requirements for
the Australasian Faculty

of Public Health Medicine,
Royal Australasian College of
Physicians.

The Master of Public Health
(Online) is the online program
consisting of 12 core units taught
in six week teaching periods
which commenced in mid-2014.
This Master of Public Health fulfils
the core discipline requirements
for the Australasian Faculty

of Public Health Medicine.
Students who have completed
the requirements of the course
can exit with a Graduate Diploma
or Graduate Certificate in Public
Health.

School of

Public Health

and Preventive
‘dicine

Health Services
Management/Health
Administration

Dr Susannah Ahern, Course
Coordinator

The Master, Graduate Diploma
and Graduate Certificate of
Health Services Management
provides professionals
currently in, or seeking to be in,
middle and senior health care
management positions with the
theoretical knowledge base to
expand their knowledge and skills
in the management of health
services.

This course caters for the special
needs of medical and general
hospital administrators, clinical
doctors, quality assurance
managers, team leaders,

senior nursing administrators,
unit managers and a range of
general task coordinators within
the health care system. The
Master of Health Administration
(Online) is the online program
consisting of 12 core units taught
in six-week teaching periods
that commenced in mid-2014.
Both these Masters courses are
accredited by The Australasian
College of Health Service
Management (ACHSM).

Biostatistics

Professor Andrew Forbes,
Course Coordinator

The Master and Graduate
Diploma of Biostatistics courses
are taught as part of a national
consortium of universities known
as the Biostatistics Collaboration
of Australia (BCA).

This course provides a sound
understanding of the theory
and application of biostatistics
relevant to professional practice
and will assist the acquisition

of skills and experience in
complex statistical analyses,
identifying and implementing
appropriate statistical
methodology, communicating
biostatistical results and
understanding biostatistical
literature. The Master course
develops the technical skills for
commencement in a professional
career as a biostatistician.
Students who have completed
the requirements may exit

with a Graduate Certificate in
Biostatistics.

2017 EDUCATION
HIGHLIGHTS

¢ New International postgraduate
students enrolled from the following
countries: Bangladesh, China, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Philippines
and Saudi Arabia.

e QOverall postgraduate course
enrolments remained stable.

e The Master of Public Health (Multi-
modal) 96 credit point entry level
course had its first intake following
completion of course architecture.

e The Master of Public Health
(Multi-modal) introduced Graduate
Diploma and Graduate Certificate in
Public Health as exit options.



Clinical Research
Methods

Professor Danny Liew, Course
Coordinator

The Master of Clinical Research
Methods assists health
professionals to make rational
evidence-based decisions in
clinical practice and undertake
small clinical research projects.

This course adopts an integrated
approach to learning, with a case
oriented focus so practitioners
can learn how to apply academic
theory and knowledge to
practical clinical situations.

Students who have satisfied
the requirements can exit with a
Graduate Diploma or Graduate
Certificate in Clinical Research
Methods.

Forensic Medicine

In 2017, the Master of Forensic
Medicine commenced the new
course structure; streaming
students into three distinct
specialisations — Clinical Forensic
Medicine, Forensic Odontology,
and Forensic Medical Science.
The course has three common
core units and a series of
required units and electives
pertaining to each discipline. The
Forensic Medical Science stream
is entirely new and will include

a suite of new units currently in
development on topics including
forensic pharmacology, quality
management in forensic science,
forensic imaging, and mortuary
technical science. All units have
been re-graded to AQF Level 9
Expert masters units.

In late 2017, entry to the Master
of Forensic Medicine was
opened to Registered Nurses
with relevant clinical experience,
providing opportunities for more
forensic practitioners to assist
their communities here and
overseas.

A/Prof Dianna Magliano was appointed as course coordinator for
the Master of Public Health (Multi-modal). A big thank you to Dr
Helen Kelsall for her role as previous coordinator.

Dr Susannah Ahern was appointed as the course coordinator for
the Master, Graduate Diploma and Graduate Certificate in Health
Services Management and the Master of Health Administration. A
big thank you to Prof Just Stoelwinder for his extended leadership
as course coordinator for both courses over the years.

The Australasian College of Health Services Management re-
accreditation status for 4 years to 31 December 2021 of:

— Master of Health Services Management

— Graduate Diploma of Health Services Management

— Graduate Certificate of Health Services Management

— Master of Health Administration

Commencement of the new Master of Public Health (Multi-modal)
core unit MPH5288 ‘Introduction and challenges in public health’,
coordinated by Dr Helen Kelsall.
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Occupational and
Environmental Health

The Master and Graduate
Diploma of Occupational and
Environmental Health courses
provide workplace professionals
with the skills and knowledge

to prevent and manage
occupational risks and related
health problems. The course also
provides health professionals with
the skills necessary to evaluate
health problems in communities
thought to be associated with
industrial activities, and control
related hazards and risks.

It is particularly suitable for
medical practitioners, nurses,
allied health personnel, scientists
and occupational health and
safety managers. The Master and
Graduate Diploma are accredited
by the Australian Occupational
Health Safety Education
Accreditation Board (AOHSEAB),
are recognised by Australasian
Faculty of Occupational and
Environmental Medicine
(AFOEM), and Royal Australian
College of General Practitioners
(RACGP) points can be applied
for annually.

The International Public
Health Training Program

SPHPM trains doctors and
dentists from overseas for senior
roles in public health in their
home countries. The program
continued in 2017 with the
completion of our 2016 intake,
three trainees from Saudi Arabia.
The visiting doctors undertook
research in the areas of
Occupational Health, Emergency
and Trauma, Infectious Diseases
and Health Services Research.
As part of their training program
they visited a number of public
health organisations which
included Ambulance Victoria,
Heart Foundation, Cancer
Council, Baker IDI and the Alfred
Hospital. The School thanks
these organisations for their
ongoing support hosting this
program. This program has been
running for over 10 years within
the School and is coordinated
by Dr Jay lllesinghe and Sharon
Gurry.

Commencement of the revamped elective unit MPH5277 ‘Practical
data management’, coordinated by Dr Jessica Lockery.

Appointment of new unit coordinators:

— A/Prof David Hillis - MPH5273 HSM case study

— Dr Peter Bradford — MPH5266 Clinical leadership and
management

Prof lan Rouse — MPH5315 Introduction to management

— Dr Jessica Lockery — MPH5277 Practical data management
Ms Nicole Mollard — MPH5265 Law for health systems and
MPH5307 Introduction to health law principles

— Dr Tracy Robinson — MPH5311 Safety and quality in health care

Implementation of the SPHPM Learning & Teaching Resources Hub.
Appointment of Educational Designer Dr Raya Darcy.

Appointment of Lynne Denby as program manager for the Master of
Health Services Management and Health Administration.

Appointment of Monash Online program manager Dr Nazmul Karim.

Postgraduate Teaching Symposium held in October.
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EDUCATION

. Student Course Student Course
Course Title .
Enrolments Completions

Master of Public Health (Multimodal)
Master of Public Health (Online)
Total

Master of Biostatistics
Graduate Diploma in Biostatistics

Graduate Certificate in Biostatistics

Total

Master of Clinical Research Methods
Graduate Diploma of Clinical Research Methods
Graducate Certificate of Clinical Research Methods

Total

Master of Forensic Medicine

Total

Master of Health Services Management (Multimodal)
Master of Health Administration (Online)

Graduate Diploma in Health Services Management
Graduate Certificate in Health Services Management

Total

Master of International Health
Graduate Diploma in International Health

Total

Master of Occupational & Environmental Health
Graduate Diploma in Occupational & Environmental Health
Graduate Certificate in Occupational Health

Total

Total postgraduate course enrolments and completions
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333 72
31 6
32 7
56 7

227 59
12 4
39 11



HIGHER DEGREE BY RESEARCH (HDR) PROGRAM

The SPHPM HDR program
trains health professionals for
senior careers in public health
and clinical research in Australia
and overseas. The program has
students from many academic
backgrounds including medicine,
science, physiotherapy, public
health, psychology, nursing,

social science and various others.

Student progress is facilitated
by a very strong research
environment that includes a
broad program of NHMRC-
funded projects and access to
extensive infrastructure.

Guidance is provided by
experienced supervisors in many
areas of public health and clinical
research including biostatistics
and data management.

Our cohort grew in 2017 with 45
students commencing research,
while 34 completed or withdrew.
We maintain a cohort of around
180 students, of whom about
93% are undertaking a PhD

and 7% a master’s degree by
research. The program attracts
students both domestically (80%
of cohort) and internationally.

Professor Sally Green and
Kathryn Daly form the Graduate
Research team, and help

guide students through the
various hurdle requirements of
their degree. Support is also
provided by the Good Research
Governance Coordinator, Marina
Skiba, who can advise HDR
students on the development of
protocols and adherence to strict
research guidelines.

During 2017, 23 of our students
completed Doctorate of
Philosophy and 2 completed
Master of Surgery degrees. 84%
of these passed with only minor
amendments, if any, required.
Thesis topics at the School
continue to cover a wide range
of clinical research and public
health topics, relevant to both
Australia and overseas regions.
Some 2017 passing thesis topics
include:

Evaluation and validation

of burn care clinical quality
indicators within the Burns
Registry of Australia and New
Zealand (BRANZ)

The descriptive epidemiology
of severe burn injury in
Australia and New Zealand

A comparison of costs and
effectiveness of coronary
revascularisation strategies in
the Australian context

Determinants of organisational
change to increase health
equity through sport
Investigation of exposures
and health effects from mobile
phones and other sources of
radio-frequency radiation

Participatory action research
for health capability in a Swazi
community caring for children
affected by HIV and AIDS- a
project ethnography

Primary prevention of
cardiovascular disease and
diabetes in Mongolia: The role
of primary care

Paramedic exposure to
cardiac arrest and patient
survival: does practice make
perfect?

The epidemiology of

fluid administration, fluid
accumulation and fluid
balance in the critically ill
and the relationship between
intravenous fluid therapy and
patient-centred outcomes

Understanding and influencing
workplace sedentary
behaviour

Enhancing access and utility
of assays for ART initiation
and monitoring in HIV patients
in resource-limited settings

Predicting cardiac surgery
outcome in an Australian
patient cohort

Dietary interventions to reduce
advanced glycation end-
products (AGEs)

Hot weather and worker
health in a changing climate

Health service utilisation
among people who inject
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drugs: the effects of
demographics, substance use
and health services

The early response to out-
of-hospital cardiac arrest in
Victoria, Australia

Obesity and sleep

Improving outcomes for
rheumatic heart disease in
Indigenous populations

Improving the health of
women at midlife: menopausal
symptoms, mood,
medications and sexual
function. A nationwide cross-
sectional survey

Optimising risk prediction,
antenatal interventions

and treatment targets in
hyperglycaemia in pregnancy
Poly-victimisation and mental
health and quality of life of
adolescents in Vietham

Peripheral and central
mechanisms of limb
position sense and body
representation

Determining the
consequences of persistent
estrogen depletion on older
Australian women

Awards received by
Doctoral Students in
2017

During the course of the year,
more than $2.87million dollars

in scholarships and $43,000 in
travel grants were awarded to our
students. 33 students received
the Australian Government’s
prestigious Research Training
Program Award (formerly
Australian Postgraduate Award).

Dr Sinjini Biswas
National Heart Foundation
Scholar

Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate
Excellence Award

Rebecca Blackmore

Australian Rotary Health Fund
Scholar

SPHPM Travel Grant

Sharmayne Brady
NHMRC Public Health
Postgraduate Research
Scholarship

Sam Brilleman
NHMRC Public Health
Postgraduate Research
Scholarship

SPHPM Travel Grant

George Heriot
Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate
Excellence Award

Research Training Program
Scholarship

Briohny Kennedy
Research Training Program
Scholarship

Adina Lang

NHMRC Dora Lush (Biomedical)
Research Scholarship

Yuan Lim
Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate
Excellence Award

NHMRC Medical & Dental
Research Scholarship

Sarah McGuinness

NHMRC Medical & Dental
Research Scholarship

Ebenezer Owusu-Addo

Sir James McNeil Scholarship
Research Training Program
Scholarship

SPHPM Travel Grant

Emma Ridley
NHMRC Public Health
Postgraduate Research
Scholarship

SPHPM Travel Grant

Soulmaz Shorakae

NHMRC Public Health
Postgraduate Research
Scholarship

Stephanie Ward

Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate
Excellence Award

Research Training Program
Scholarship
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EDUCATION

PHD STUDENT PROFILE DR KEN CHIN

Ken began his PhD journey

in October 2014 under the
supervision of the late Professor
Henry Krum. After the passing
of Henry, Ken was supervised

by Professors Danny Liew,
Christopher Reid, Andrew Tonkin
and Dr Ingrid Hopper. Ken was
sponsored by the Malaysian
government for his study.

“Heart failure remains a major
clinical and public health
problem, but the optimal use
of pharmacological and non-
pharmacological treatments in
patients with heart failure can
further reduce mortality and
morbidity. My PhD explores
issues associated with optimal
use of evidence-based
pharmacological therapy in
chronic heart failure.”

Before commencing his PhD,
Ken was a clinical pharmacist
and lecturer in Malaysia. Ken has
deep interests in cardiovascular
science, particularly in the field
of heart failure. “I've always

been fascinated with the
pathophysiology of the failing
heart and recent advances in
heart failure therapies.”

“Completing this mammoth

task would not have been
possible without the support

and encouragement from many
people along the way. I'm very
grateful to be guided by teachers
who are passionate and strong
believers in teaching, supervision
and doing good science. What
struck me the most was that

all my teachers are successful
researchers and leaders in

their own respective fields but
remained humble at all times. The
opportunity to grow up in this
excellent place not only enabled
me to develop vital research skills
and the confidence to be an
independent researcher, but also
a better and more responsible

person. | guess they are the
very reasons why SPHPM is
s0 successful and continues to
attract talented people to work
and study here.”

Ken'’s research has garnered
wide interest from the global
heart failure fraternity with
increasing citations. He was
awarded several travel grants
and Postgraduate Publication
Awards to present his work

in AHA scientific sessions,
CSANZ annual scientific
meeting. His thesis was rated as
exceptional and at the forefront
of international doctorates in the
field.

Ken'’s favourite quotes that

he likes to share with others;
‘Keep it simple, stupid, because
science itself is already terribly
complicated!’

“My key advice for PhD students
would be to stay calm and reach
out for support when you'’re
overwhelmed by your work.

=
%
-

“Having a small group of buddies
who could share your joy and
pain in this ‘roller coaster ride’ is
very important. Most importantly,
have fun and enjoy what you're
doing.”

The most gratifying achievement
from his candidature was the
birth of his daughter, Charlotte,
born when Ken was in the
second year of study. He wishes
to see his kids grow up happily
every day.

Ken was conferred a PhD in
January 2018 and is hoping for
Early Career Fellowship in the
near future. Ken has started
his postdoctoral fellowship with
Professor Danny Liew in health
economics.

“I'm committed to staying in the
field of cardiovascular science,
and looking at application of
innovative solutions in clinical
and public health.”



SHORT COURSES In 2017 the School ran 44 Short courses showcasing the expertise of a very diverse set of researchers.
The short course program focuses on intensive learning for professional development purposes.
Course delivery ranges from self-paced, didactic, hands-on and online.

Enquiries regarding the Short course program should be directed to the SPHPM Professional Education
Program manager: suzy.giuliano@monash.edu

Monash Advanced Course in Aviation Medicine This two-week full-time course provides participants with an advanced

A/Prof David Newman level of aviation medicine knowledge. The course is run in conjunction

29 January — 9 February 2017 with Qatar Airways, and is ideal preparation for an aviation medicine
career requiring an advanced level of knowledge.

Australian Certificate of Civil Aviation Medicine (ACCAM) This two-week course qualifies medical practitioners to register with the

A/Prof David Newman Civil Aviation Safety Authority as Designated Aviation Medical Examiners

3 July — 15 July 2017; 14 — 25 August 2017; 13 — 24 November 2017 (DAMEsS).

Biostatistics for Public Health and Clinical Researchers This course allows students to perform statistical analyses, report their

Dr Baki Billah. 16, 17 and 19 May 2017; 9, 10 and 12 October 2017 findings and interpret results.

Ethics and Good Research Training This short course provides course participants with an understanding

Ms Marina Skiba of what constitutes good practice in research and what factors make

24 March 2017; 11 September 2017 research ethical or unethical.

Good Clinical Practice This TransCelerate-accredited GCP short course provides participants

Ms Marina Skiba, Ms Louise Shiel , Mr Peter Midolo, Ms Cheryl-Ann Hawkins ~ with an understanding of the requirement of ICH GCP and an awareness

1 February 2017; 22 February 2017; 27 February 2017; 16 March 2017; of how to conduct a study in accordance with ICH GCP. Suitable training

28 March 2017; 5 April 2017; 19 April 2017; 9 May 2017; 12 May 2017; in this area is expected by pharmaceutical companies that initiate

24 May 2017; 31 May 2017; 5 June 2017; 13 June 2017; 14 June 2017; commercially sponsored clinical trials, and this course is recognised as

17 July 2017; 25 July 2017; 16 August 2017; 11 September 2017; acceptable for this purpose.

13 September 2017; 25 October 2017

Health Promotion This course aims to provide participants with a sound understanding

Ms Micaela Drieberg, Ms Sarah Carmody, Ms Joanna Schwarzman, of health promotion principles and practice and to build skills in health

A/Prof Ben Smith promotion planning, implementation and evaluation processes which are

17 — 20 July 2018 underpinned by best practice.

Introduction to Data Analysis: SPSS without tears This short course involves students using SPSS for data analysis.

Dr Baki Billah Students have the opportunity to analyse real life medical data and

16 — 17 October 2017 supports for results discussion and conclusion.

Introduction to Stata This course provides an introduction to the statistical analysis software

Ms Pam Simpson program, Stata Release 13 covering basic data management issues and

31 March 2017; 11 August 2017 popular epidemiological analyses.

Introduction to Systematic Reviews of Health Interventions Participants in this course receive a detailed introduction to the methods

Mr Steve McDonald involved in conducting a systematic review of an intervention, enabling

3 -4 August 2017 them to plan and commence a review of their own.

Medicine and the Media This course is designed to train academics and clinicians in media

Dr Suzanne Mahady. 25 November 2017 engagement skills in order to take advantage of these opportunities.

Monash Certificate in Clinical Occupational Medicine A short course designed for occupational medicine trainees and GPs who

Dr David Fish assess patients with work-related problems. The course objectives include

19 — 23 June 2017 (but are not limited to) providing the knowledge and skills necessary to

diagnose occupational diseases, perform medical assessments, and write
a medicolegal report.

Monash Certificate in Environmental Medicine The Monash Certificate in Environmental Medicine is a short course

Prof Malcolm Sim designed to strengthen the ability of doctors and other health professionals
10-13 July 2017 to address health relevant environmental issues related to industrial activity.
Optimising Exercise Programs for Older People to Improve Balance Engaging and sustaining older people’s participation in falls prevention
and Prevent Falls exercise programs is a continual challenge for health and fitness

Dr Sze-Ee Soh professionals. This course has been developed by leading falls prevention
19 June 2017 researchers and health professionals to address such challenges.
Overview and Update in Travel Medicine This course provides practical guidance on management of travellers before
Prof Karin Leder and after travel, with a focus on pre-travel vaccines, management of malaria
10— 11 August 2017 chemoprophylaxis, and other common travel-associated health issues.
Post-Mortem CT interpretation This intensive short course is designed for forensic pathologists (incl.

25— 28 July trainees) and radiologists (incl. trainees) with an interest in forensic imaging,

as well as radiographers and general pathologists. The course consists of a
preliminary half-day introduction to CT imaging for pathologists, and forensic

pathology for radiologists.
Qualitative Research Methods The aim of this short course is to introduce participants to the theories,
Dr Darshini Ayton. 31 May, 1 — 2 June 2017; 4 — 6 December 2017 concepts and practice of qualitative research.
Refresher ICH Good Clinical Practice e This course is available to staff who have previously completed GCP
Ms Marina Skiba training and can provide evidence of course completion within the last
14 February 2017; 12 April 2017; 24 May 2017 3 years.
Survival Analysis with Stata This course provides a thorough introduction to basic survival analysis
Prof Rory Wolfe. 16 August 2017 concepts and methods, and to cover selected advanced issues.
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Dr Lisa Demos BPharm,
GDipHospPharm, PhD

Mr Roger Dench BSc, Dip Ed, MBA
Ms Lydia Di Stefano

Ms Christina Dimitriadis BAppSci
Ms Natasha Dodge BSc(Hons), MPH
Ms Kirby Donaldson

Ms Clare Dooley
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FAIM, FCMI, FAICD, FACLM,
FCHSM, FRACMA

Clin Prof David Pilcher MBBS,
MRCP, FJFRM, FRACP
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Prof Robert Burton MBBS, BMedSci,
PhD, MD, BA, FRACS, FRACP,
FAFPHM

Prof Gilles Capellier MD, MSc, PhD
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Prof Changhai Ding MD, NHMRC
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FRACP, MRCP, FCSANZ, Dip
RACOG

Prof Jacques Duranteau MD, PhD
Prof Sandra Eades BMed, PhD

Prof Damon Eisen MBBS, FRACP,
MD

Prof Niki Elis MBBS, FACOM,
FFPHM

Prof Judith Finn
Prof Dale Fisher BB (BA), MBA, RN

Prof lan Freckleton BA(Hons), LLB,
PhD, DipTh M, FACLM, FAAL,
FASSA

Prof Ben Freedman OAM BSc (Med),
AMusA, PhD, FRACP, FCSANZ,
FACC, FAHA, FESC

Prof Lin Fritschi MBBS, PhD
(Epidemiology), FAFPHM

Prof Graham Giles CertEd, BS, MS,
PhD

Prof Charles Guest MBBS, BA,
MPH, PhD, FAFPHM
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Prof Robyn Guymer MBBS, PhD,
FRANZCO

Prof Robin Haring PhD

Prof Margaret Hellard MBBS, PhD,
FAFPHM, FRACP

Prof David Hill AO PhD, MD(Hon),
FAPS

Prof Helen Keleher PhD(LTU), MA,
BA, RN, FPHAA

Prof Farees Khan MD, MBBS
Prof lan Kirkpatrick

Prof Kate Leslie AO MBBS, MD, M
Epi, MHIthServMt, FANZCA, FAICD

Prof Ronan Lyons

Prof Graeme Maguire PhD,
FRACP, MPH&TM, BMedSc(Hon),
MBBS(Hon)

Prof Ajay Mahal
Prof Jennifer Martin

Prof Thomas H Marwick
MBBS(Hons), PhD, MPH, FAHMS,
FRACP, FACC, FESC

Prof Brendan Murphy

Prof John Myburgh MBBCh,
PhD, DA(SA), FANZCA, FJFICM,
FFICANZCA, FANZCA, FFARACS

Prof Mark Nelson MBBS(Hons),
GDipFamMed, MFM, PhD, FRACPG,
FAFPHM

Prof Rusli Bin Nordin

Prof Joan Ozanne Smith AO MBBS,
MPH, MA, MD, FAFPHM

Prof Julie Pasco BSc(Hons), DipEd,
PhD, MEpi

Prof Robert Power BSc(Econ), PhD,
PGCE

Prof Michael Reade MBBS, BSc,
MPH, DPhil, DMCC, DIMCRCSEd,
PGCert AME, AFRACMA, FANZCA,
FCICM

Prof John Reeder

Prof Andre M N Renzaho PhD, MPH,
MPHAA

Prof David Roder
Prof Giuseppe Rosano

Prof lan Rouse PhD, GDipHIthSc,

BSc(Hons), Dip MPM, Dip MHRM,
Dip QM, Dip CM, ExtDISC, FinXS,
CSC, Cert IV T&A

Prof Nobhojit Roy MBBS, MS, MPH

Prof Leonie Segal BEcon(Hons),
MEcon, PhD

Prof Michael Selgelid

Prof lan Seppelt MBBS, BMedSc,
FANZCA, FCICM

Prof Jonathan Shaw MD, MRCP,
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FRACP

Prof Karen Smith BSc,
DipEpi&Biostats, PhD

Prof Simon Stewart BA, BNursing,
PhD MD

Prof Elsdon Storey MBBS, D Phil,
FRACP

Prof Mark Stoove
Prof David Thompson
Prof David Wilson

Adjunct Clinical Associate
Professors

Clin A/Prof M Zahid Ansari MS,
MPH, MBBS

Clin A/Prof Marianne Chapman
BMBS, PhD, DA(UK), FFARCSI,
FANZCA, FCICM

Clin A/Prof Neale Cohen MBBS,
FRACP

Clin A/Prof Noel Cranswick MBBS, B
Med Sc, LLB, FRACP

Clin A/Prof Pieter De Villiers Smit
MBChB, FACEM

Clin A/Prof Elisabeth Elder PhD,
FRACS

Clin A/Prof Vladimir (Michael) Jelinek
MBBS, MD, FRACP, FACC, MRACP

Clin A/Prof Peter Kruger PhD,
BMBS, BSc(Hons), FJFICM,
FANZCA

Clin A/Prof Andrew MacCormick
MBChB, PhD, FRACS

Clin A/Prof Solomon Menahem
MBBS(Hons), FRACP, MPH, PhD

Clin A/Prof Gerard O’Reilly MBBS,
FACEM, GCertCT, MPH, MBiostat,
PhD

Clin A/Prof Robert Salamonsen
MBChB, MD, FJFICM, CertHypMed

Clin A/Prof Amanda Vincent MBBS,
BMedSci(Hons), PhD, FRACP

Adjunct Associate
Professors

A/Prof Anne Abbott MBBS, PhD,
FRACP

A/Prof Zanfina Ademi PhD, MPH,
MPharm

A/Prof Andrew Ajani MBBS, MD,
FRACP, FCSANZ

A/Prof Sofianos Andrikopoulos
A/Prof Yaseen Arabi MD

A/Prof Soren Blau PhD, MSc, BArch
A/Prof Leslie Bolitho AM

A/Prof Caroline Brand MBBS,
FRACP, BA, MPH

A/Prof Esther Briganti

A/Prof Christopher Briggs DipEd,
BSc, MSc, PhD

A/Prof Fiona Clay PhD, MSc, BSc,
GDip Epidemiology and Biostatistics

A/Prof Christopher John Clements
MBBS, MSc, DCH, DObst, LRCP,
MRCS, FAFPH, MFPH, MCCM

A/Prof Merrole Cole-Sinclair

A/Prof Mary Danoudis MPhty,
BAppSc(Phty), DipPhty

A/Prof Roger Drew PhD, DABT,
FACTRA

A/Prof Andrea Driscoll

A/Prof Elton Edwards MBBS,
FRACS, FAOrthA

A/Prof Julian Elliott MBBS, FRACP,
PhD

A/Prof Geoff Frawley
A/Prof Jane Freemantle PhD, MPH

A/Prof Dimitri Gerostamoulos PhD,
BSc(Hons), FFCP

A/Prof Peter Greenberg MD, PhD,
FRACP

A/Prof Guy Haller MBBS, MD, Dip
Specialiast, DESA, PhD, MSc

A/Prof Claire Harris MBBS, MSc(PH),
GDipChildDevelopment, FAFPHM

A/Prof Mark Hew

A/Prof David Hillis MBBS(Hons),
MHA, DEd, FRACGP, FRACMA,
FRACS(Hon), FCHSE, FAICD

A/Prof Kerrin Howard
A/Prof Olivier Huet
A/Prof Vere David Uguhart Hunt

A/Prof Catherine Joyce BA(Hons),
GradCertHigherEd, MPsych, PhD

A/Prof Elizabeth Kennedy BA,
LLB(Hons), LLM, GDip Health Med
Law

A/Prof Stuart Kinner BA(Hons), PhD
A/Prof Andre La Gerche

A/Prof Anthony Lamontagne MEd,
MA, BS, ScD

A/Prof Tim Leong MBBS(Hons),
FCICM, PGDipEcho

A/Prof Mark Lubliner

A/Prof Stanley Luchters MD, MSc
Public Health, PhD

A/Prof Colin McArthur BHB, MBChB,
FANZCA, FCICM

A/Prof Harry Mond MBBS, MD,
FRACP, FACC, DDU, FCSANZ,
FHRS

A/Prof Colin Moore MBBS, FRCS,
FRACS

A/Prof Cristina Morganti-Kossmann
PhD

A/Prof Peter New MBBS,
FAFRM(RACP), MstClinEpi

A/Prof Morris Odell BE, MBBS,
FRACGP, DMJ, FFFLM

A/Prof John O’Donnell

Prof Brian Oldenburg BSc(Hons),
MPsych, PhD

A/Prof Richard O’Sullivan BSc,
MBBS, FMGEMS, FRANZCR

A/Prof lan Patrick BAParamedic
A/Prof Anna Peeters

A/Prof Vincent Pellegrino

A/Prof Gregory Phillips

A/Prof Steven Philpot MBBS(Hons),
FANZCA, FCICM, PGCert CU

A/Prof Jeff Presneill MBBS, PhD,
MBiostat, PGDipEcho, FRACP,
FCICM

A/Prof John Reynolds BSc(Hons),
MSc, PhD

A/Prof James Ward

A/Prof David Wells OAM, MA,
MBBS, DMJ, GCertHigherEd,
RACOG, FRACGP, FACLM, FFLM

A/Prof Owen Williamson MBBS,
GDipClinEpi, FRACS, FAOrthA,
FFPMANZCA, FRCSC

A/Prof Bryan Yan

A/Prof Lei Zhang BSc(Hons), MSc,
MPH, PhD

Adjunct Senior Lecturers
Dr Campbell Aitken BSc, PhD
Dr David Anderson

Dr Kathryn Antioch BA(Hons), MSc,
AFCHSM, CHE, PhD, MAICD

Dr Melanie Archer BSc(Hons), PhD,
MBBS

Dr Rosalie Aroni PhD, BA

Dr Stephen Bunker RN,
GDipAdultEd, PhD

Dr Michael Burke

Dr Aidan Burrell MBBS, DDU, FCICM
A/Prof Warwick Butt

Dr Luca Cioccari

Dr Sally Cockburn

Dr Ben Coghlan MBBS, MPH&TM,
MAppEpid

Dr Belinda Crockett BA,
BAppSc(Health Promotion)(Hons),
PhD

Mrs Lisa Davidson

Dr Malcolm Dodd MBBS, FRCPA,



DMJ(Path), AssocDip MLT, MACLM,
AAIMLT, FACBS, GCertHealthProfEd

Dr Graeme Duke MBBS, MD,
FCICM, FANZCA, GDipEmergHealth

Dr David Dunstan BAppSc (Hons),
PhD

Ms Kelly Durrant

Dr David Elder MBChB, DGM,
MRCGPF, GDOH, MPH, FAFOM
(RACP)

Dr Dashiell Gantner BSc, MBBS,
FCICM, FRACP

Dr Sanjeev Gaya
Dr Jeremy Graham

Ms Lina Gubhaju MPH, PhD,
BBiomedSc(Hons)

Dr Peter Higgs BSW, MA, PhD

Dr Lisen Hockings MBBS(Hons),
FANZCA, FCICM, PGDipEcho

Mr Chad Hughes BSc, MPH
Dr Joshua Ihle

Dr Linda lles BMSc, MBBS(Hons),
FRCPA, DMJ(Path)

Dr Elissa Kennedy MBBS(Hons),
MPH

Dr Maurice Le Guen BSci(Hons),
MBBS(Hons), FCICM, MPH

Dr Jane Leong

Dr Matthew Linden

Ms Katherine Lorenz

Dr Martin Lum

Dr Matthew Lynch

Dr Amit Maini

Dr Suman Majumdar

Dr Victoria Mar MBBS, FACD, PhD

Dr Jason McClure MB, ChB,
MRCP(UK), FRCA (UK), FJFICM

Mr Bob Milstein

Dr Damian Mitsch MBA, GDip ASM,
FAICD

Dr Maaike Moller

Dr Christopher Morgan MBBS,
Diploma of Tropical Child Health,
FRACP

Dr Anna Murphy PhD,
BHIthSci(Hons), BAppSci

Dr Jo Ann Parkin
Dr Sarah Parsons

A/Prof Sandra L Peake BMBS,
BSc(Hons), FCICM, PhD

Ms Lisa Renkin BA, MPH

Dr Angela Rintoul BA, MSocSci,
VPHTS, DPH

Dr Deborah Roberts BA(Health
Science), PhD

Dr Bevan Roodenburg
Mr Peter Ryan LLB, BCom
Dr Jason Schreiber

Dr Angela Sungaila MBBS, JD,
MForensMed

Dr Paul Talman BSc, MBBS, FRACP,
PhD

Dr Gim Tan

Ms Claire Tobin

Dr Nick Walsh

Dr Masataka Watanabe

Dr Angela Williams MBBS,
MForensMed, GradDipLaw,
FFFLM(UK), GAICD, MBA,
FFCFM(RCPA), MPH, MHM

A/Prof Alan Wolff MBBS, Dip
RACOG, FRACGP, AFCHSE, MBA,
MRACMA, MD

Dr Cheng-Hon Yap MBBS, MS,
FRACS

Dr Sarah Yong

Dr Nicola Cunningham BMed,
FACEM, MforensMed

Adjunct Senior Research
Fellows

Mr Asnawi Abdullah

Mr Paul Agius

Dr Abdullah Jaber Alsahafi

Dr Nick Andrianopoulos MBBS
Dr Cécile Aubron MD, PhD

Dr Jocasta Ball BBiomedSc(Hons),
PhD

Dr Jochen Beyer BPharm, PhD

Dr Adam Bystrzycki MBBS,
PGDipEcho, FACEM

Mrs Catherine Chamberlain BSc,
GCHSM, MPH, MSc(PHP), PCIR

Clin A/Prof Tomés Corcoran MB,
BCh, BAO, MRCPI, FCARCSI, MD,
FCICM

Dr Shelley Cox BA, BAppSci(Hons),
PhD

Dr Anthony Delaney MBBS,
MSc(Clinical Epidemiology), PhD

Dr Martine Dennekamp MSc, PhD
Dr Malcolm Dobbin

Dr Michael Fahey BA(Math)
(Psych)(Hons), MPH(EpiBiostat),
PhD(Biostat)

Mr Ashley Fletcher BSc, MEpi

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

Dr Andrew Fock MB;BS,
FANZCA, Dip DHM(SPUMS),
DipAdvDHM(ANZCA)

Dr Victoria Francis CM

Dr Neil Glassford BSc MedSci(Hons),
MBChB, PhD

Prof Michael Grayson
Dr Samir Haddad MD
Dr Linton Harriss

Dr Dadna Hartman PhD

Dr Robert Hetzel MBBS, FRACGP,
MBA

Dr Carol Holden PhD, MPH
Dr Jan Hoving MSc, PhD

Dr Erin Howden BHSc,
BBiomedSc(Hons), PhD

Dr Jess Howell MBBS, PhD

Ms Susan Huckson BAppSci, Cert
(Intensive Care), RN

Dr Fay Johnston

Dr Megan Lim BBiomedSci (Hons),
PhD

Dr Shay McGuinness FANZCA,
FRCA, MBChB

Dr Dean McKenzie BA(Hons), PhD

Dr Deirdre Murphy MB BCh,
BAO, MRCPI, FCARCSI, FCICM,
PGDipEcho

Dr Helena Ng MBBS(Hons), FRACP

Dr Neil Orford MBBS, FCICM,
FANZCA, PGDipEcho

Ms Cheryl Overs BSocSc

Dr Rachael Parke MHSci, BSci,
DipNsg, PhD

Dr Geeske Peeters PhD, MSc
(Epidemiology), MSc(Human
Movement Science),
BA(Occupational Therapy)

Dr Anne Reutens MBBS, AMus,
FRACP, PhD

Dr Leanne Robinson BSc, MPH,
PhD

Dr Kathlyn Ronaldson BSc, MSc,
DPhil, MPH

Dr Andrew Ross
Dr Virginia Routley
Dr Juliet Rumball Smith

Dr Matthieu Schmidt MD
AdvMSc(RespPhys)

Prof Anke Simon

Dr Markus Skrifvars MD, PhD,
FCICM, EDIC

Dr Margaret Staples DipAppSci,
BBSc(Hons), MSc, PhD

Dr Hugo Stephenson MBBS,
BSci(Physics)

Dr Lahn Straney PhD,
GCertScience(Statistics),
BBiotechlnnov(Hons 1A),
MBiostatistics(Enrolled)

Mr John Varigos BSc(Hons)

Dr Thomas von Lueder MD, PhD
Dr Margaret Way

Dr Simon Wilkins BSc(Hons), PhD
Ms Natalie Wischer

Dr Marian Worcester PhD, MA,
FCSANZ

Dr Gary Yip

Adjunct Lecturers
Ms Temitope Adepoyibi
Dr Khamis Aimazrooei
Dr Arathi Arakala

Dr Yeliena Baber

Dr Irma Bilgrami

Ms Brigitte Borg

Dr Matt Brain MBBS, FCICM,
FRACP, DDU

Ms Juliet Brown BA(Hons), MLib
Mr Timothy Byrne

Mr Geoffrey Chan

Dr Mark Chu PhD(Medicine)

Ms Elizabeth Comrie-Thomson
PhB(Hons), MPH

Ms Jessica Davis

Dr Arne Diehl

Dr Belinda Flanc MBBS, FRACP
Dr Joanna Glengarry

Dr Olivia Gobbo MBBS, FRACP
Ms Judy Gold

Ms Samantha Higgins BSc

Dr Sarah Jarvis

Dr Tom Jeavons PhD, MSc, DipEd
Dr Rebecca Jenkinson PhD

Dr Michael Keane

Dr David Kedziora

Dr Thinn Thinn Khine MBBS

Dr Madhura Killedar

Dr Emma King

Dr Chebiwot Kipsaina

Dr Martyn Kirk BAppSc, MAppEpi
Dr Jodie Leditschke

Dr Elisa Licari

Dr Richard Lin
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Dr Julie Lustig MBBS, FRACP
Dr Elizabeth Manning
Dr Christopher Mason

Dr Steve McGloughlin BSc(Hons),
BMed, FCICM, MPH&TM,
PGDipEcho

Ms Yasmin Mohamed

Dr Vinodh Nanjayya MBBS, MD,
EDIC, FCICM

Dr Christ Nickson

Dr Paul Nixon

Mrs Adele O’Hehir

Dr Wee Ong BMedSc, MBBS, MPhil
Dr Judit Orosz

Dr Hanmei Pan

Dr Ruth Pearson

Dr Janka Petravic

Dr Eamon Raith

Dr Matthew Reeve

Dr Alexander Richardson
Dr Lioyd Roberts

Dr Essa Saeedi

Dr Asim Shah MBChB, MSc,
FACEM, FCICM, FCEM

Dr Lyndall Smythe
Dr Jessica Wang
Dr David Weissman
Ms Anna Wilkinson

Dr Mary Wyatt MBBS, DipObstetrics,
FRACGP, GDipOccHIth, FAFOM,
MPH

Dr Greg Young
Adjunct Research Fellows

Dr Muhammad Akram PhD, MPhil,
MSc, BSc(Hons)

Dr Adam Ameur
Dr Esther Apos BSc(Hons), PhD

Dr Roksana Armani BBiomedSc,
MSc, PhD

Dr Ar Kar Aung

Dr Kathryn Backholer BSc(Hons),
PhD

Dr Umberto (Bert) Boffa MBBS,
MBA, GDOHSM, FAFOEM, FCHSM,
MRACGP

Dr Marije Bosch
Dr Allison Bourne

Dr Melinda Carrington BA,
PGDipPsych, PhD

Dr Rosalind Case PhD,
PGDipPsych(Clin), MSocSc,
BSocSc(Hons)
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Mr Brad Crammond BA(Hons),
LLB(Hons), LLM

Dr Sheila Cyril MBBS, MPH
Dr Janet Davey MSc, PhD(Med)
Ms Miranda Davies

Dr Sonia Davison PhD, MBBS,
FRACP

Ms Kylie Dyson BHSc(Paramed),
BHSc(Hons), PhD

Ms Carol El-Hayek
BSc(Biotechnology),
GDipGeneticCounselling, MEpi

Dr Arshi Farooqui

Dr Juanita Fernando PhD,
FACHI(AM), PGDipHPE, MA,
GCertBusSys, BA

Dr Andrew Flint MBBS, BEng(Hons),
BEcon

Dr Pamela Fradkin MBBS, DipMicro
Dr Trent Hartshorne

Dr Erin Hoare BA, BPsych(Hons),
PhD

Dr Tomoko Honda BA, MPhil,
M(Women’s Health), PhD

Dr Danielle Horyniak
BBiomedSci(Hons), PhD

Dr Aamira Huq

Dr Liane loannou PhD, BSc(Hons)
Dr Narges Khanjani MD, PhD

Ms Lara Kimmel

Dr Agnieszka Kosny BA, MA,
GDipCommHith, PhD

Dr Dipak Kotecha MBChB, MRCP
Dr Hang Li PhD, MSPH, BPH

Ms Anne Mak BSci, GDipPharm
Dr Bridgette McNamara

Dr lan Millar MBBS, FAFOM, Cert
DHM

Dr Margarita Moreno-Betancur BSc,
MSc, PhD

Mr Christopher Neil Morrison

Mr Jonathan Nevile

Dr Adrienne O’Neil BA(Hons), PhD
Mr Eldho Paul BSc, MSc

Ms Alisa Edith Pedrana PhD, MPH,
BBiomedSci(Hons)

A/Prof Ville Pettila MD, PhD
Dr Brendan Quinn

Dr Mary Redmayne BA, DipTeach,
Dip EnvStud, PhD

Dr Bridget Regan PhD

Ms Elissa Robins BNutrDietet, APD,
AN

Dr Julian Sacre
Dr Tamsin Santos
Dr Nick Scott

Dr Diogenes Seraphim Ferreira MD,
PhD

Ms Lisa Sharwood

Ms Carolyn Staines

Dr Claire Stubber BA(Hons), PhD
Dr Shoshana Sztal-Mazer

Ms Kylie Thitchener

Ms Shirley Vallance CCC, RN,
MClinResMeth

Dr Katie Walker
Ms Leonie Weisbrodt GCertEd, MN

Ms Tricia Wiliams RGN, BNP(Int
Care)

Ms Judy Wills DCR, DMU, ASAR

Adjunct Research
Associates

Dr James Brennan
Dr Louise Brightman
Dr Brandon Carp MBBS(Hons)

Mr Matthew Di Rago
BPharmSc(Hons)

Dr Freya Fowkes DPhil(Malaria
Epidemiology), MSc(Epidemiology),
BSc(Parasitology)(Hons)

Ms Claire Galbraith
Dr Pragya Gartoulla
Dr Sumbul Ishtiag MBBS, MHSM

Ms Marsha Ivey BSc(Maths),
MSc(Stats), MSc(Pub Hith)

Ms Rebecca Jessup

Dr Sonia Kaushik PhD

Mrs Yeasmin Khandakar

Mr Evan Leckenby

Ms Janet Nezon

Dr Luke Rodda

Dr Eva Saar BPharm, PhD(Med)

Ms Robin Smith DipAppSc(MR),
BSc(Hons), DipEd

Honorary Associates
Mr Bo Jeanes BinfoTech
Ms Frances Pienkos

Ms Katherine Sievert
Affiliates

Mr Jay Abay

Dr Chamila Abeywickrema
Dr Saad Ahmed

Mr Syed Ahmed

Mr Mohammed Alharbi
Ms Rose Ansell

A/Prof Glenn Arendts
Ms Rebecca Atkins

Mr David Attwood

Dr Peter Azzopardi

Dr Cate Bailey

Ms Sarah Bailey

Dr Chelsea Baird

Dr Prateek Bandopadhayay

Mrs Julie Battistello
Ms Jane Bell

Ms Emma Bellenger
Mr Idan Ben-Barak
Ms Ingrid Benge

Dr Ross Bicknell
Ms Amanda Binny
Ms Keryn Bird

Mr Oliver Black

Ms Claire Blewitt

Dr Piers Blombery
Dr Omar Bouamra
Ms Gabrielle Bourke
Mr Jarrod Boxall

Dr David Bradt

Dr Michelle Brear
Dr Bronwyn Brown
Dr Helen Brown

Ms Louise Browne
Dr Lauren Bruce
Ms Sara Calthorpe
Ms Maree Cameron
Ms Jayne Campbell
Ms Janelle Carrigan
Ms Annie Carter

Ms Ann Casserley
Ms Isabelle Catrice
Mrs Rebecca Chandra
Ms Shaila Chavan
Dr vy Cheng

Dr Leonora Chiam
Jian Chin

Dr Chia Chong

Ms Jo-Ann Chow

Ms Hoi Kwan (Tammy) Chung

Ms Alexandra Clark
Ms Hazel Clothier



Dr Kathryn Connelly
Ms Rebecca Conning
Ms Verona Costello
Ms Caroline Cottrill
Mr Trent Cummings
Dr Suranji Dahanayake
Ms Gezelle Dali

Ms Fiona Darling

Ms Emma Davenport
A/Prof Andrew Davies
Dr Sunil De Alwis

Mr Lakshan De Run
Dr Dileep De Silva

Dr Padmal de Silva
Dr Elspeth Dean

Dr Amanda Deeks
Ms Samantha Deeks

Ms Elizabeth Dewar

Prof Samath Dharmaratne

Dr Anjali Dhulia

Dr Andrei Diacon

Dr Brooke Doherty

Dr Christina Drummond
Mr Matthew Dunn

Dr Carolyn Ee

Dr ARM Saifuddin Ekram
Dr Yamuna Ellawela
Ms Jane Elliott

Ms Rachel Elliott

Dr Sunelle Engelbrecht
Dr Dennis Engler

Dr Rohan Essex

Ms Belinda Evans

Dr Elizabelth Farrell
Prof Daniel Fatovich
Ms Michelle Ferguson
Ms Jessica Fernandez
Ms Grace Fitzgerald
Mr Charles Ford

Ms Lucy Fox

A/Prof Craig French

Dr Richard Fry

Dr Gordon Fuller

Dr Zoe Fyffe

Dr Marie Galligan

Ms Rhonda Garad

Ms Jill Garlick

Dr Aude Garnero

Ms Marie Garrubba

Ms Emily Gilbert

Mr Alexander Gillard

Mr Jacob Gipson

Mr Samuel Gledhill

Ms Jess Gleeson

Mr Robert Gotmaker
Ms Ann-Maree Guirguis
Dr Nalika Gunawardena
Ms Anne Hadley

Mr Murray Hall

Ms Larissa Ham

Mrs Kellie Hamilton

Ms Yael Hammerschlag
Dr Sarah Hanieh

Mr Peter Hanson

Dr Harry Harianto

Dr Cindy Hein

Ms Danielle Hiam

Dr Louise Hirst

Ms Angela Hodges

Ms Theresa Hosri

Dr Thaw Htet

Mr Kevin Huang

Ms Samantha Hutchison
Prof Rick ledema

Dr Madoka Inoue

Dr Aya Ishiguro

Anvesh Jackson

Avtar Jakhu

Mr John Jeffreys

Dr Elizabeth Jenkins
Ms Rebecca Jockel

Mr Mark Johnstone

Ms Brenda Jones

Dr Corey Joseph

Dr Krishnakumar Kalpurath
A/Prof Maija Kaukonen
Mr Andrew Keygan

Ms Rebecca Khampha
Dr Anika Kibria

Mr Stephen Koludrovic
Dr Supriya Krishnan

Dr Saumya Kumari

Dr Lan Lan

Dr Katy Landy

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

Dr Masa Lasica

Dr Jock Lawrie

Ms Fiona Leahy

Ms Alexandra Leaney
Prof Fiona Lecky

Ms Natasha Lee

Dr Su Lee

Ms Anna Lewis

Mr Jeremy Lee

Dr Jason Li

Dr Emma Lightbody
Dr Marijana Lijovic

Dr Clement Lo

Ms Jessie Lockyer
Ms Maria Loparco
Mrs Sarah Lorentzen
Ms Jennifer Macindoe
Ms Lauren MacLachlan
Ms Aleece MacPhail
Ms Cathy Matthews
Ms Kerry McClean

Ms Karen McCloskey
Mr Tom McCrabb

Ms Miranda Mclnerney
Ms Nicole McKenzie
Mr Luciano Melo

Dr Eric Mercier

Ms Lucy Michelmore
Dr Joanna Mitropoulos
Dr Allison Mo

Dr Heather Morris

Dr Terrence Mulligan
Dr Tanya Munday

Ms Margaret Murray
Ms Naomi Muscat

Dr Sumal Nandasena
Ms Naama Neeman
Dr Virginia Newcombe
Ms Natalie Ng

Mr Khoi Nguyen

Dr Michael Noonan
Dr Zar Yee Nwe

Ms Karen O’Connor
Ms Renee O’Donnell
Ms Karen Oliva

Mr David Orchard

Ms Emily Orchard

Ms Michaela O’Regan
Mr Andrew O’Shea

Dr Lal Panapitiyage

Dr Michelle Papandony
Ms Veena Peacock

Dr Anthony Pease

Dr Dominic Pepperell
Prof Gavin Perkins

Ms Estelle Petch

Dr Tai Pham

Ms Sieyin Phung

Mrs Rebecca Pich

Mr Bengianni Pizzirani
Prof Constance Pond
Ms Michelle Power

Dr Bridget Pratt

Dr Natasha Pritchard
Mr Richard Prokop

Mr Romain Ragonnet
Prof Tim Rainer

Ms Linda Raineri

Dr Samantha Ranasinghe
Ms Anna Rattray

Dr Florence Reith

Ms Jo-Ann Riley

Ms Jo Roberts

Ms Jessica Robinson
Mrs Laura Robson

Mr Ron Rose

Ms Danielle Rossetti
Prof Kathryn Rowan
Ms Jennifer Ryan

Mr Nicholas Saadah
Mr Don Samaranayake
Dr Sudath Samaraweera
Dr Jeeva Sanjeevan

Dr Peter Satterthwaite
Prof Rohini Seneviratne
Dr Maheeka Seneviwickrama
Prof Julia S Seng

Dr Amy Seymour-Walsh
Mr Debebe Shaweno
Dr Sarah Shen

Ms Nicole Shilo

Dr Sumitra Shrestha
Dr Sabei Shwe

Dr Si Si
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STAFF

Bodrun Siddiquea

Dr David Sime

Ms Kathryn Simons

Ms Yvonne Singer

Dr Kristy Siostrom

Ms Michaela Skilney
Prof Robert Sladen

Ms Madelaine Smales
Dr Tiffany So

Dr Georgia Soldatos

Dr Kapil Soni

Dr Umanga Sooriyaarachchi
Prof Kay Souter

Prof Nigel Stepto

Ms Charlotte Stevens
Dr William Stobie

Prof Nigel Stocks

Ms Alice Stuart

Mr Renas Tahiri

Ms Milena Talikowski

Dr Jun Tay

Dr Peter Taylor

Ms Tracy Taylor

Dr Andrew Teichtahl

Dr Damien Tharmaratnam
Dr Nethmini Thenuwara
Dr Kurian Thomas

Dr Ralph Tramm

Dr Gina Tuch

Dr Mya Tun

Ms Lauri Unkovich

Ms Maartje van Iwaarden
Dr Allison van Lint

Ms Jessica Van Son
Ms Numa Vera

Ms Sandra Villella

Ms Karen Viok

Mr Simon von Saldern
Dr Phi Vu

Dr Heather Waddy

Ms Anna Waldron

Mr Scott Walker

Ms Ling Wang

Dr Yishen Wang

Ms Lauren Waycott

Dr Thanuja Weligama Pathiranage

Ms Emma West
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Ms Shaday Wheatley

Mrs Lynette White

Dr Champika Wickramasinghe
Dr Pushpika Namali Wijethilake
Mr Chatura Wijetunga

Ms Lucy Wilby

Dr Teresa Wiliams

Dr Chamalie Wimalagunasekera
Ms Tricia Wong

Ms Julie Wood

Dr Roisin Worsley

Ms Christina Wyatt

Ms Gillian Yap

Mrs Rachael Yates

Ms Simone Yendle

Graduate Research
Students (Doctoral
and Masters)

Dr Sally Abell

Dr Nikki Adler

Ms Afsana Afroz

Ms Marliese Alexander

Mr Mohammed Alramadan
Mrs Bothaina Al Yousef

Dr Frances Ampt

Ms Laura Anderson

Ms Emily Andrew

Ms Thathya Venu Ariyaratne
Ms Sarah Arnup

Ms Sarah Ashton

Ms Mahnaz Bahri Khomami
Mr Dimitri Batras

Mr Estifanos Baye

Mr Chhavi Raj Bhatt
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