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Eve ry day at the Austin Hospital nea r Melbo urne. con­
tainer s hold ing hundreds of sma ll white pa per bags are 
taken to the wards . These little bags arc ca rry ing out the 
vital task of protecting from contamina tion steri lized 
surgical dressings. ar ticles of clot hing and eq uipme nt for 
use in the ope rating theatres and wards . Bleached Bag 
Kraft paper made by Aus tralian Paper Manufacturers 
Limited is chosen for the making of these bags. The 
choice speaks highly of A.P.M . quali ty because in the 
hospita l autoclaves (sterilization units) these bags must 
withstand temperatures of up to 255 degrees Fahrenheit 
and steam pressures of 20 pounds per square inch for 
thirty minutes. This is yet another example of how A.P.M. 
paper and paperboard is helping to make our lives safer 
and more pleasant. 
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Monash Magazin e 

Editoric
 
Monash Universit y is now in its seco nd yt 

to publish thi s first edition of th e Monash 
been in va in . Our precedental Poli cy is t 
students . prima rily because we believe that til 
outl et fo r their work . wh ile the students hay 
pr esent their more dev eloped idea s to a cri 
cr it ic ised for thi s policy on the gro unc..l that s 
the " standa rd" o f the magaz ine. We have no 
so that the students themselves may have 
appreciated by their co ntem po ra ries rather 
notices. 

Most of us have noticed part of the admi 
a nd s inking. Whether the rea son be sof! 
normal se ttli ng. we do not know ; it is ho wever 
as a n entit y. Yo ung as both the build ings 
tem pted to inquire into the structur e we are 
to grow. 

The dev elopment of cr itical abilities is c 
o f our stud ies. Th is is the law -like strucu 
concentrate. But thi s is a change of a im from 
universit ies were originally instituted. Ca n 
sea rchers who regarded the grea t as not too gr. 
Has not the uni ve rs ity bec ome merely ate, 
ta ught a tr ade ? 

Unapplaudedl y. the autonom y of ccono r 
made man into a unit of productivit y. Ma 
hi story. he has become merel y another histo 
a maj or one . " O ur slot in societ y" ha s all 
ambition of the product of the uni versity. 
our vocation in big companies because as Wi 
are sa fe r" . 

Th is is evident a lso a mo ng the academic 
the student as a potential gra d ua te a nd no 
of man as the controller of hi s fate is tac itly 

Mona sh U nivers ity is in its format ivc yc 
proportion of students who co uld with rel ative 
because they we re di sillusi oned . The Prote 
Univer sity has been tried by them a nd found 
have lo st their breath . the cracks are appe, 
become stamped as a person? 

Cr iticism tempered with appreciation ; s 
ledge not information; these are the structur 
university. 
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Monash Magazine 

Editorial
 
Monash University is now in its second yea r of existence. Our struggle 

to publish thi s first edition of the Monash Magazine. Orpheus, has not 
been in vain . Our prcccdental Policy is to publish only the work of 
students, primarily because we believe that the academic staff has adequate 
out let for their work, while the students have little or no opportunity to 
present their more developed idea s to a critical public. We have been 
criticised for this policy on the ground that sta ff contributions would raise 
the "standard" of the magazine. We have no intention of using such props 
so that the students themselves may have their work criticised and 
appreciated by their contemporaries rather than accumulating rejection 
notices. 

Most of us have noticed part of the administrative building is cracking 
and sinking. Whether the reason be soft foundations, poor design , or 
normal settling. we do not know ; it is however symbolic of the student body 
as an entity . Young as both the buildings and student body are, one is 
tempted to inquire into the structure we arc given at university on which 
to grow. 

The development of critical abilities is con sidered the generalised end 
of our studies. This is the law-like structure around which we arc to 
concentrate. But this is a cha nge of aim from the quest for truth for which 
un iversities were originally instituted . Con sider whether we are those 
searchers who regarded the great as not too great nor the small as too small. 
Has not the univ ersity become merely a technical college where one is 
taught a trade ? 

Unapplaudcdly, the autonomy of economics and political faith have 
madc man into a unit of productivity. Man is no longer in control of 
history. he has become merel y another historical force , and by no means 
a major one. " Our slot in society" has all too uni versally become the 
ambit ion of the product of the university. How common it is to seek 
our vocation in big companies because as Wil son observes, " big companies 
arc safer". 

Thi s is evident also among the academic staff who too read ily interpret 
the student as a pot ential graduate and no more. The pernicious denial 
of man as the controller of his fate is tacitly accepted by them also. 

Monash University is in its formativ e years and yet already we sec a 
proportion of students who could with relative case obtain a degree, leaving 
because they were disillusioned. The Protestant Ethic as taught at the 
University has been tricd by them and found wanting. Too many students 
have lost their breath , the cracks arc appearing. How can the student 
become stamped as a person? 

Criticism tempered with 
ledge not information ; these 
university. 
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appreciation; synthesis not analysis; know­
are the structures on which to construct the 

M. Julian West 
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ROSS FITZG ERALD 

A Practical Plan
 
(A LECfURE G IVEN AT MELBOU 

26th J ULY, 1962 

I doubt if anyone would dispute the unii 
for genu ine and assured peace, in our nuch 
an yone would quarrel with my description 
unreal peace which rests precariously on I 

delicate balance of terror". It would seerr 
balance, this unstable equilibrium will be 
twenty, or thirty years , unless there is a dr 
unless the means of warfare are eradicated. 
that the consequences of an ignition of the c 
destruction of mankind and a devastation so 
imagination. People reali sing this the worlc 
service to the ideal of a real and lasting peac 
achieved? The reason is partly that, because n 
plan has been produced , society considers ' 
both futile and impossible. However, we ss 
only necessary but possible, and is now a pn 
men can work for with reasonable hopes . 

In general, Australian s are apathetic and i, 
the desperate need for peace and total dis 
geographical position (insularity) we are i: 
isolation we feel detached and not involved in 
Vietnam and Korea - they are something fa 
world. Beeause the threat of war seems If 
developed a sense of urgency for total disai 
peace itself is lessened. 

Our task is fundamentall y this - to brea l 
smug compl acency. to jolt her out of her ap 
urgency of peace and to encourage her to tak 
in its attainment. 

When one considers the principle forces \\ 
ment and genuine peace, one immediately note: 
and the seeming insurmountability of the 0 1 

A most important adverse factor is tht 
person to make any drastic change in his tr, 
Man has a tendency for procrastinating and cr 
trait in human nature is very evident at the 
grave obstacle to genuine peace. 

This is so because noth ing is more ecru 
ditions of the nuclear age , the realisation of 
truly revolutionary change in human thinking 
dra stic that human nature almost automatica 
clearly the necessity may appear. 
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A Practical Plan for Peace 
(A LECTURE GIVEN AT MELBOURNE HIGH SCHOOL, 

26th JULY, 1962) 

I doubt if anyone would dispute the universal recognition of the need 
for genuine and assured peace, in our nuclear age . Further I doubt if 
anyone would quarrel with my description of the age as a "state of 
unreal peace which rests precariously on mutual fear inspired by the 
delicate balance of terror". It would seem inevitable that this uneasy 
balance, this unstable equilibrium will be upset whether it take ten, 
twenty, or thirty years, unless there is a drastic change in our attitude; 
unless the means of warfare are eradicated. It is, I feel , equally obvious 
that the consequences of an ignition of the cold war will be the complete 
destruction of mankind and a devastation so horrible that it surpasses all 
imagination. People realising this the world over have been paying lip­
service to the ideal of a real and lasting peace, Yet why has nothing been 
achieved? The reason is partly that, because no comprehensive and practical 
plan has been produced , society considers any attempt at peace to be 
both futile and impossible. However, we say that genuine peace is not 
only necessary but possible, and is now a practical prospect that practical 
men can work for with reasonable hopes. 

In general, Australians are apathetic and ignorant and do not appreciate 
the desperate need for peace and total disarmament. Because of our 
geographical position (insularity) we are isolated and because of our 
isolation we feel detached and not involved in the vital problems of Berlin , 
Vietnam and Korea - they arc something far away in an unreal fantasy 
world. Because the threat of war seems less real to us, we have not 
developed a sense of urgency for total disarmament and the feeling for 
peace itself is lessened. 

Our task is fundamentally this - to break down Australia's feeling of 
smug complacency, to jolt her out of her apathy, to make appreciate the 
urgency of peace and to encourage her to take an active and dynamic role 
in its attainment. 

When one considers the principle forces working against total disarma­
ment and genuine peace, one immediately notes the enormity of the problem 
and the seeming insurmountability of the obstacles. 

A most important adverse factor is the reluctance of the average 
person to make any drastic change in his traditional form of behaviour. 
Man has a tendency for procrastinating and conservatism. This deep-seated 
trait in human nature is very evident at the beginning of the 1960's as a 
grave obstacle to genuine peace. 

This is so because nothing is more certain than that under the con­
ditions of the nuclear age , the realisation of a true peace will require a 
truly revolutionary change in human thinking and behaviour, a change so 
drastic that human nature almost automatically resists it, no matter how 
clearly the necessity may appear. 
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A second factor is the "vested interests in armament" on the part of 
the military profession , entrepreneurs, and the employees in armaments 
industries. 

Far more serious however is the mutual fears and recriminations which 
so poisons the East-West atmosphere as to bring under suspicion in the 
West almost any proposal coming from the East, and correspondingly in 
the East, almost any proposal coming from the West. This state of affairs 
is unfortunately deeply rooted on both sides, and there exists a notion of 
international politics that "co nd it ions" the thinking of millions of people ­
East and West . They feci that the stale of international tension is both 
inevitable and perpetual. 

There is little use in seck ing to assess the blame which both sides must 
share and we must accept this poisoned atmosphere as a fact of life which 
cannot be gotten rid of for a long time. This mutual fear and suspicion 
is indeed an enormous barrier to peace, and we should recognise that 
success in the accomplishment of total disarmament and the establishment 
of enforceable world law will not be because this barrier will soon dis­
appear, but because it will be pushed aside under the pressure of necessity. 

Here we have a really formidable group of obstacles. What then arc 
the favourable forces which are capable of upsetting or overcoming them. 
What are the factors working towards world peace? 

The answer is essentially those of need -- AND it is our belief that 
the force of necessity will sublimate all the hitherto mentioned problems. 

Of these factors the most important single one seems, very clearly to 
be the steadily inc reasing risk of world catastrophe resulting from a eon­
tinuance of the arms race and a continuing lack of ellect ive world machinery 
to settle international disputed by peaceful means. 

In specifying the increasing risk of world disaster it is realised that 
the likelihood of all-out nuclear war may not increase at all and may even 
diminish during the 1960's because of a greater mutual understanding of its 
destructing consequences. But more than offsetting this factor is, I believe, 
the rapidly mounting potentialities of destruction if a large-scale nuclear 
war should, nevertheless, occur. For while it may be true that the chances of 
an all-out nuclear war ma y not increa se during the 1960's, it is a certainty 
that the potential damage from such a war, if it should occur, will 
steadily increase from yea r to year due to the increased efficiency and 
accuracy of nuclear weapons. It follows that the real risk of war, will, in 
the absence of universal and complete disarmament under effective world 
law, be a steady mounting one. A greater comprehension of this fact will 
be , I judge, the major influence in bringing about the acceptance and 
formulation of an agreement for total disarmament under enforcible 
world law. 

Next in importance to the risk o f appalling disaster from the increas­
ing destructiveness of modern weapons is, I believe, an increasing impa­
ticncc with the vast economic burden of the arms race which amounts to 
more than $1 ,000 billion per annum - even in so affluent a country as the 
U.S. the vast military expenditure holds back such urgent needs as the 

improvement of education and of medical 
conservation of natural resources. And i: 
developed like India , the adverse effects 
naturally much greater. As the years have [1: 

ing consciousness that the existence of these 
the economic and social reforms urgently de 
nations. In the f960's this consciousness wi 
more powerful force in favour of total dis 

Another helpful de velopment should be 
year to year that it is impossible to arrive at 
ments in the absence of an agreement for 
There has been much talk to the effect th 
difficult political problems (e.g.. Berlin and ' 
least be s imulta neo us with an y comprehensive 
sense of the matter is that in an armed wor' 
any of these difficult E-W issues can be settler 
it is virtuall y impossible to settle an y major co 
of equal st rength and pride when the opposing 
and therefore bitterly suspicious of each othc 
before such opponents can settle an y irnporta 
to dispense with violence and cease the mUI 

It ha s taken a long time to grasp this s 
crucial disputes between East and West . bi 
more apparent to most reasonable men and 
universal and complete disarmament must b 
East-West issues can be resolved . 

What the whole question comes down to 
the human race will show enough intclligen 
required adjustment to the nuclear age. In I 
of rnank ind is whether the human race is sun 
late and accept world institutions which will 
and utilisc the great new di scoveries of scion 
This issue will, however. depend not upon an : 
but upon whether sufficient effort is made t 
present fund of knowledge. If the peoples ( 
as to permit the domination of military and 
expect nothing better than an indefinite conti 
ultimate disaster. On the other hand , if th 
attempt to comprehend the danger and the <1 

it lies within their power to solve the preble 
genuine peace under world law . 

In fact , such an effort has been made - f 
Cla rk (two academics from Harvard Uni versi 
tical. comprehensive and integrated plan for g' 
"World Peace Through World Law" . 

The fundamental premise of the book is 
mcnt of the President of the United Slates c 

"T here can be no peace without law: ' 



Monash Ma gazine Ross Fi tzgerald 11 

"vested interests in armament" on the part of 
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one . A greater comprehension of thi s fact will 
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the risk of appa ll ing d isaste r from the incrc as­
ern wea po ns is, I belie ve, an incre asing impa­
mic burden of the arms race which amounts to 
:1' annum - even in so affluent a country as the 
enditure ho lds back such urgent needs as the 

improvement of education and of medical care, urban renewal and the 
conservation of natural resources. And in nations less economically 
developed like Ind ia , the adv erse effects of military expend itur e ar c 
natural1y much greater. As the years have passed , there has been a grow­
ing consciousness that th e existence of th ese burdens is incompatible with 
the economic and socia l reforms urgently demanded by the people of all 
nations. In the 1960's this consciousness will alm ost certainl y become a 
more powerful fo rce in favour of total disarmament. 

Another helpful devel opment sho uld be a d earer realisation from 
year to year that it is impossibl e to arri ve at an y importan t polit ical sett le­
men ts in th e a bse nce o f an agreement for comprehe nsive di sarmament. 
There has been much talk to the effect that the settlement of various 
d ifficult political p robl ems (e .g. .. Berl in a nd Vietnam) mu st precede, or at 
least be simulta neous with a ny comprehensive di sarmam ent. The common­
sense o f th e matte r is tha t in a n a rmed world it is most improbable that 
a ny of the se dill1cult E-W issues can be sett led - for the simple rea son that 
it is vi rtua lly imp ossible to settle a ny maj or controver sy between opponent s 
of equal strength a nd pr ide when the o ppos ing parties arc armed to th e teeth 
a nd ther efo re bitt erl y sus pic ious of each ot her. All experience sho ws tha t 
bef ore such oppo ne nts ca n se ttlc a ny impo rta nt issue the y m ust first agree 
to d ispense with violence and cease the mutual threat s a nd insults. 

It has tak en a lon g time to gras p th is simple truth as applied to the 
cruc ia l dis put es bet wee n Eas t and West , bu t it will becom e mo re a nd 
more a pparent to most reasonable men a nd women tha t an agreement to 
uni ver sal an d co mplete di sarmament mu st be reac hed bef ore the thorny 
Eas t-Wes t issues can be resolv ed. 

Wha t the whole question com es do wn to in the las t analysis is whether 
the human ra ce will show enough intelligence to ena ble it to ma ke the 
requi red ad justme nt to th e nuc lea r age . In 1962 the issue as to the future 
of man kin d is whet he r the huma n race is sutTic iently resourceful to formu­
late and accept wor ld inst itutio ns whic h will o nce and for all a bo lish wa r 
a nd utilise the grea t new di scoveri es of science for peaceful means alo ne. 
T h is issue wi ll. however , depend not upon a ny inh erent lack of intelligence 
but upo n wheth er sufficient effort is mad e to mak e effective usc of our 
p rese nt fu nd of kno wled ge. If the peoples of th e world arc so apathet ic 
as to perm it the domination of mili ta ry and trad itional thinking the y ca n 
e xpect nothi ng better than a n ind efinit e co nt inua nce of the arms race an d 
ultimate d isaster. On the oth er hand , if the y make a n even reasona ble 
a tte mpt to comprehend th e danger a nd the a va ila ble mea ns to remove it , 
it lies within their pow er to so lve the p roblem a nd to institute a n age of 
genu ine peace under wo rld law . 

In fact , such a n effort ha s been mad e - Professors Sohn and Grenville 
Cla rk (two academics from Ha rva rd Unive rs ity) have put forward a prac­
tical , co mprehe nsive and integra ted plan for genuine peace in a book ca lled 
"World Peace T hrough World Law" . 

The funda menta l pr emi se of the boo k is iden t ica l wi th the pronouce­
me nt of thc Pre sident of the United States on Octob er 31, 1956: 

"T here can be no peace without law ," 
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In th is co ntext , law necessa ril y implies the law of a world a utho rity 
which wou ld be uniformly applicable to a ll nations and a ll ind ividu als in 
the worl d and whic h wou ld definitely for bid violence o r the threat of it as a 
mea ns fo r dea ling with any inte rnational d ispute. This world law mus t 
also be law whic h is capa ble of enforcement as d istin gui shed from a me re 
set of exhortations and injuncti ons which it is desirabl e to observe, but for 
the enforcement of which there is no effec tive machinery. 

Th e proposit ion " no peace without law" a lso embodi es the conception 
that peace ca nno t be ensured by a continual a rms race, no r by an indefini te 
" balance of terror" , nor by d iplom at ic man oeuvre . but onl y by U N IVER­
SAL an d COMPLETE nat ion al disa rmam ent togeth er with the esta blishment 
of institutions corresponding in the world field to those which mainta in 
law and orde r within local communities a nd nations. 

Conseq uently, " World Peace T hrough World Law" comprises a set of 
definite a nd interrelated proposals to carry out complete and un iver sal 
disarmam ent and to strengthen the United Nations through the esta blish­
ment of such legisl ative, executi ve and judicial inst ituti ons as a re necessa ry 
to maintain world order. 

Let	 us now consider the ma in features of Clark and Sohn 's Plan : 
I.	 The plan is to be ratified by 5/6th s of all the nat ion s of the world. 

the ratifying nat ion s to have a combined populat ion of at lea st 
5/6ths of the total wo rld population and to include all the 12 nations 
which then ha ve the largest populations (i.e., they would now be 
Brazil , France , the Fed eral Republic of Germany, India , Indonesia, 
Ital y, Jap an , Paki stan , the Peopl e's Republic of China , the U.K., 
the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.) . 
Everyone of the necessa rily sma ll minority of non- memb er nati ons 
shall nevertheless be req uired to comply with all the prohi bit ions 
and obligatio ns of the d isa rmament plan . T his provision that eve ry 
nation in the world sha ll compl etel y d isarm and shall comply with 
the plan fo r the subs titution of world law for inte rna tio nal violence 
is deemed funda mental. Since if eve n one sma ll na tion were 
permitted to possess the new wea pons of mass destru ct ion , suc h 
fea rs an d suspicio ns might remai n as to prevent the ad he rence of 
ot he rs and the entire plan might be frustrate d . ' . in fact , the 
pract ical result wo uld be littl e d ifferen t from that of unive rsa l 
co mpulsory membership. 

2.	 A rad ical session is prop osed as to the power co mpos it ion and 
meth od of voti ng of the Genera l Assembly. 
(a)	 The plan call s for imp osing the final responsibility for the 

enforcement of the di sarmament process and the maintenance 
of peace upon the General Assembly itself, and gives the 
Assembl y adequa te [lower to th is end. This power would , 
however. be strictly lim ited to matters directly related to the 
ma intenanc e of peace. All other power sho uld be reserved 
for the nat ions a nd the ir peopl e. This definition and reser va ­
tio n of power is adv isable not only to avo id opposition based 
upon fear of possible interference in the dom estic affairs of 

the	 nations but also becau se it i1 
lim it itself to the single task of pre' 
or	 the threat of it. If we can 
feel	 sat isfied and could well lea 
enla rgement of the power of the \ 
might find desirabl e. 

(b)	 Revisio n of the System of Repr 
Th e proposed pla n of represent at 
pop ulat ions but is quali fied by tl 
no nation , however large, shall hs 
rives a nd that even the smallest ns 
live - thu s the 4 most populous 
People's Republic of China , Indi: 
United States) would each have a 
tives. The 8 next largest nations 
Republic of Germany, Indone sia , 
G reat Britain) would ha ve 15 re 
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3.	 It is proposed to ab ol ish the presei 
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removable by the Assembly. 
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one of its rep resent at ives on the Counc 
nat ions in rotat ion would a lso be cnt 
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Representat ives of a ll the other meml 
gove rni ng and tru st terr itor ies under a 
fa ir rep resentation , for all the regions 
that eve ry member nat ion, witho ut ex 
have a represent at ive on this a ll-im poi 
A fundame nta l feature of the plan is 
power - the decisions of the new Exec 
matters (so de fined ) would be by a vc 
tati ves composing it with pro viso that 
majority of the 8 members of the C< 
nat ions ent itled to 15 or more represen 
a majority of the 9 other members 
decisions would be by a vote of any 
This Executive Council would consti tu 
strengthened U.N. holding much the s 
Assembl y as that of the British Cabine 
Sub ject to its responsibility to the Assei 
have broad power to supervise and dir 
and other as pects of the whol e sysh 
peace provided for in the revised chart i 

4.	 Clark and Sohn continua lly emphasise 
ment of all the nati ons (ra the r than the 
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cessarily implies the law of a world authority 
applicable to all nat ions and all individuals in 
definitely forbid violence or th e threat of it as a 

international dispute . This world law must 
e of enfor cement as d istinguished from a mere 
ret ion s which it is desirable to observe, but for 
her e is no effect ive mach inery. 
ace withou t law" also embodies the con ception 
I by a continual arms race , nor by an indefinite 
diplomat ic man oeuvre, but only by UNIVER­
tal di sarmament together wi th the esta blis hment 
g in th e world field to those wh ich ma intain 
communities a nd nations. 
' eace T hrough World Law" comprises a set of 
oposals to carry out co mplete and un iver sal 
hen the Un ited Natio ns through the establ ish ­
cut ivc and judicial institutions as are nece ssary 

e main features of Clark a nd Sohn 's Plan : 
tified by 5j6ths of a ll the nations of the world . 
s to ha ve a com bi ned population of at lea st 
irld population and to incl ude all the 12 nations 
: largest populations (i .e. , they would now be 
;ederal Republic of Germany, India, Indonesia, 
In, the People's Republic of China , the U.K., 
U.S .S.R .) . 

cessaril y sma ll minority of non-member nat ion s 
: required to comply with a ll th e pr ohib itions 
Ie di sarmament plan. Th is provision that every 
shall completely di sarm a nd sha ll comply with 
stitution of world law for international violence 
ntal. Si nce if even one sma ll nat ion were 
; th e new weapons of mass dest ruction , such 

might rem ain as to prevent th e adherence of 
re plan migh t be frustrated . . . in fact , the 
lid be little diff erent from th at of un iver sal 
,h ip . 
, pr oposed as to the power composition a nd 
,f the G ene ra l Assembly. 
for imposing the final responsibilit y for th e 
th e disarmam ent process and the maintenance 
th e G enera l Assembly itself, and gives th e 

lat e power to thi s end. This power would, 
ictl y lim ited to matters directly re lated to th e 

peace. All other power should be reserved 
and the ir people. Th is definition and reserva­
s ad visable not onl y to avo id opposition based 
ossi ble interference in th e domestic affai rs of 

the nations but al so because it is wise for thi s generation to 
lim it itse lf to th e single task of preventing internation al vio lence 
or the threat of it. If we can accomplish th at , we should 
feel sat isfied and could well lea ve to later generations an y 
enl argement of the power of the wo rld orga nisa t io ns that they 
might find desirable. 

(b)	 Revision of th e System of Representation in the Assembly : 
The proposed plan of representat ion takes account of relative 
populations but is qualified by the important provisions th at 
no nation . howev er large , shall have more th an 30 representa ­
tives a nd th at even the smalles t nation shall have I representa­
tive - thus the 4 most populous nations of the world (the 
People's Republic of China, India . the Soviet Union and the 
United States) would each hav e a maximum of 30 representa­
tive s. The 8 next largest nation s (Braz il , France, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Indonesia , Ital y. Japan, Pak istan and 
Great Britain) wo uld ha ve 15 rep resenta ti ves each and even 
the sma lles t nation (Ice la nd) wo uld have I representat ive . 

3.	 It is p rop osed to a bo lish the present Sec ur ity Co unc il and to 
subst itute for it a Execut ive Co unc il composed of 17 represent ati ves 
elected by the Gene ra l Assembl y itse lf a nd respo nsible to and 
remova ble by the Assembly. 
The 4 largest nations would each be ent itled a t a ll tim es to have 
one of its rep resentatives on th e Co unci l a nd 4 of th e 11 next largest 
nat ions in rot ation would al so be ent itled to re presentation. Th e 
remaining 9 members wo uld be chosen by the Assembly from the 
Represent atives of all the other member nations a nd the non-self 
govern ing and tru st territories under a formula designed to provide 
fai r represent at ion , for all th e regions of th e world and to ensure 
that ever y member nation , witho ut except ion , shall in due course 
have a representative o n this a ll-impo rta nt Council. 
A fu ndam ental featu re of th e pl an is that there should be no veto 
power - the decision s of the new Exec ut ive Council or " importa nt" 
matters (so defined) wo uld be by a vote of 12 or the 17 represen ­
tatives composing it with proviso th at th is majority shall include a 
majority of th e 8 members of the Counci l from the 12 member 
nations ent itled to 15 or more representatives in th e Assembly, and 
a ma jority of the 9 other members of the Council. All other 
decisions would be by a vote of any 12 members of the Council. 
This Executive C ouncil would con stitute the executive arm of th e 
strengthened U.N . holding much the sa me rela t ion to the General 
Assembly as th at of the Brit ish Ca binet to the House of Co mmo ns. 
Subject to its responsibility to the Assembly, the new Counc il would 
ha ve broad pow er to supe rvis e a nd direct th e di sarmam ent proces s 
and othe r as pects of the whole system for th e maintenance of 
pea ce provided for in the rev ised charter. 

4.	 Cla rk and Sohn co nt inually emphas ise that th e complete di sarma­
ment of all the nations (ra ther th an th e mere " reduction" or " Iim ita ­
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t io n" of a rmam ents) is essential for an y so lid o r lasting peace. 
Le t us then cons ide r th e process of disarmam ent - it call s for a 
" tra nsi t ion period" of on e yea r foll owing the com ing into forc e of 
the revised cha rte r d ur ing which the first new Ge ne ra l Assembly 
wo uld be selected. the first E xecutive Counc il wo uld be chose n by 
th e Assembly, a nd the firs t Inspection Commission would be 
a ppoi nted . The plan then ca lls for a " p repa rato ry stage" of 2 
yea rs du ring wh ich a n a rm census would be ta ken , an inspecti on 
service wo uld be o rga nised a nd ot her prep arat ion s wo uld be made . 
F ina lly. it prov ides fo r a n "actua l di sarmament stage" which wo uld 
no rmall y last 10 yea rs du ring which ther e wo uld be a step-by-ste p 
simu lta neo us an d proportion ate reducti on in a ll ca tego ries of a ll 
na tio na l armed fo rces a nd all a rma men ts at the rat e of IO';\-, per 
a nnum. 
At	 the end of the pr ocess no nat ion al mili tary for ces whatever 
wo uld exi st a nd the only coerc ive power in the ent ire world (as 
dist ingui shed fr om lim ited a nd lightly a rmed internal police forces) 
would be a wo rld police force, to be call ed the U. N . PEA CE 
FO RCE. wh ich wo uld be built up parall el with, and in prop ortion 
to . the di sa rmament process. 

5.	 A World Pollee Force 
Th e plan is framed upon the assumptio n that not even the most 
so lemn ag reeme nt a nd not even the most th orough inspect io n system 
ca n be full y reli ed upon to ensure tha t every nation will alw a ys 
ca rry out a nd main tain comp lete d isarmamen t and ref rain from 
violence und er all circ umsta nces. Mor eover . it mu st be reco gn ised 
tha t even wi th co mplete eliminatio n of a ll military fo rces the re 
wou ld nece ssa r ily rema in substa nt ia l. a lthough str ict ly lim ited and 
lightl y a rme d interna l po lice for ces, and these po lice for ces supple­
men ted by civi lians a rmed with rifles. shotguns. ctc ., might conceiv­
a blv co ns titute a serious threat to a ne ighb ouring country in the 
a bsence of a well-d isci pli ned a nd heavil y-a rmed wo rld pol ice force . 
In sho rt , our conceptio n is th at if po lice forces a re nece ssary to 
ma inta in law an d order even wi th a mature community, simi la r 
forces will be requ ired to guarantee the ca rryi ng out a nd ma in­
tena nce of co mplete d isa rma men t by each an d every nation, a nd to 
deter or suppress a ny attempted inte rna t io na l viol ence . This world 
pol ice force wo uld be th e only m ilitary fo rce permitted anyw he re 
in the wo rld a fte r the p rocess o f nat ional di sa rmament has been 
completed . It woul d be built up duri ng the a bove-me nt ioned 
actual di sar mament stag e. so th at as the last mil itary un it is d is­
ba nded , the organisat ion of the Peace For ce wo uld simultaneously 
be co mpleted. 
The in itial weapon s and equipment o f the Peace Fo rce wo uld come 
f rom the t ra nsfe r of wea po ns a nd equi pme nt d iscarded by na tio nal 
m ilitary for ces during the process of complete d isarmament. Subse­
qu ent supplies wo uld be produced by the U .N . in its own produc­
tion faciliti es through a sepa rat e agency to be established by th e 
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IS essent ial for any solid or last ing peace. 
thc process of disarmament - it ca lls for a 
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General Assembl y and ca lled the U .N . MILITARY SU PPLY AND
 
RES EAR CH AGENCY .
 
It is essen tial to provide a world police of such strength and a nn a ­

ment as to be a ble quickly and ce rta inly to prevent or suppress a ny
 
interna t ion al vio lence. We submit, in short, that a stro ng, well­

a rmed po lice for ce is part of the indi spen sable price of peace and
 
that the sooner the world face s up to th is conclusion th e be tter it
 
will be for all peoples.
 

6.	 In order to achieve genuine peace we mu st ha ve more than total 
and uni ver sal d isarmament and more than a n effecti ve po lice force . 
\Ve mu st also have world trib unal s to which the nations can resort 
with con fiden ce for the adjustment or deci sion c f their disputes 
a nd which, su bjec t to ca refu l safeguards, will have clearly defined 
authority to deal with a ny di spu te which is da ngerous to peace 
even if a nation elees not wish to submit to the jurisdiction of the 
appro pr iate tr ibunal. It is intended that such organs as the Inter­
national Co urt of Ju stice , the World Eq uity Tribuna l an d World 
Co nci liat ion Boards will be of so high a Statute that under excep ­
tional co ndit io ns involving world peace their recommendations may 
be given the force of law. 

7.	 Wh ile unive rsal , enforceable, a nd complete disarmament , together 
with adequate institut ions and methods for the peaceful sett lement 
of d isput es arc certa inly ind ispen sable. no solid and lasting peace 
can be ass ured by these means a lone. There is also required a 
more positive approach through the ameliora tion of the worst 
economic ills of man kind . It is therefo re proposed that a WORLD 
DEVELOPMENT COMM ISS ION und er the general sup erv ision 
of the ECONOM IC AND SOCIAL CO UNC IL should provide aid 
to the underdeveloped areas of th e world to an extent necessary 
to remove the danger to wor ld peace and stability caused by the 
immense econom ic disparit y be tween these areas and the ind ustr ia­
l ised regions of the world . 

T h is, then , is a rough precis of the most important clements of C la rk 
an d Solin 's plan a nd at thi s juncture we must co ns ider th e ob vio us risks 
involved . One that immediate ly comes to mind is "Couldn't a Sta te or a 
group of na tions secretly possess a store of nuclear wea pons and thu s hold 
the ba lance of power" ? The a nswer is, of co urse, "Yes" . But it is a basic 
prem ise of thi s necessar ily elaborate plan for uni ver sal and complete 
di sa rmament that , while the proposed system of inspection and con trol 
could not prov ide ab solute assuran ce aga inst the clandestine rete ntion or 
manufacture of weapons, it cou ld and wou ld provide high ly effective pro­
icctio n. In any case it would be fal lacious and a co unsel of despa ir to 
reject the idca of the complete ab olition of na tiona l armaments, including 
nuclea r weapons, merely because flO absolute or foolproof guarantee can 
be supplied that every ounce of dangerous war material has been accounted 
for an d tha t no dangerous new weapon can ever be secret ly made, 

The specific guarantees of sa fety arc the combination of a comprc­
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hensive and highly organi sed inspection system with a coercive force of 
overwhelming power. 

While a world police force . we ll-equipped and stro ng enough to pr event 
or to suppress an y international v iolence . is, we believe. indispensable. 
The danger that it might be perverted into a tool of world domination by 
a militant clique is fully recogn ised . It is with this danger clearly in mind 
that meticulous care has been taken to surround th e proposed Peace Force 
with careful limitations, safegua rds, cheeks and balances, so as to make its 
subversion virtually impossible. 

The danger of possible misuse of the Peace Force cannot be wholly 
eliminated any more than every concei vable danger of violation of the 
di sarmament process can be tot all y avoided. However. in order to achieve 
complete national di sarmament and genuine peace some risk s mu st be taken 
(a ltho ugh. a s we have seen , they can be minimised) . 

Having listen ed to me pontificating at tedious length yo ur reaetion 
could quite justifiably be - So what ' Here you 've come along and presented 
us with a rather mad-cap, airy-fairy Utopian scheme and even, allowing 
the minute possibilit y that yo ur plan for peace could be implemented. what 
possible role can W I; pla y? How ca n ins ign ificant indiv iduals like ourselves 
hope to influence world affairs? 

My a nswer to thi s is th at Australians ind ividuall y a nd collectively as 
a nation can and must have a great role to play, for if public opinion is 
engendered to such a pitch that the Australian Government wa s forced to 

a dynamic position as far a s world peace is co ncerned . it could then con ­
ceivably happen that an Australian proposal in the United Nations to 
adopt Clark and Sohn's plan would be adopted . 

Further, the specific role of students. such as yourselves, is 4-fold : 

I .	 Thought and enlightened cr it ici sm - but not cynicism. 

2.	 Possibly the formation of a socie ty interested in world peace. 
disarmament and world government . 

3.	 Support for our forthcoming treatise , if and when it is published. 

4.	 An active and vital role in stimulating public opinion - helping 
develop a sen se of awareness about the urgency of disarmament 
and world pea ce . 

One could, I suppose. philosophise about the New Hope for a Brave 
New World if such a plan was adopted . One could envisage the solut io n 
of the East-West problem and in its place the development of a harmonious 
co-existence with global unity and a " collective politic" . There would be 
one world and not independent isolated geographical entities - cultural 
fluorescence - new men with breadth of outlook - tolerance. Really 
" peace that passeth all understanding". 

This is perhaps merely wistful thinking - possibl y man by his very 
nature is intrinsicall y selfish. lustful of power, ava r icio us, etc. , but we 
must emphasise that our Primary Objective is World Peace through World 
Law and Complete Disarmament. 

In	 eonclusion, my plea is "Think on these things - then act". 

Thoughts on
 
Poised a nd serene 
it sta nds aga inst the pale sl 
With dignity and ca se 
it ha s moved while men wr 
but now 
as dusk descends 
and the orange su n 
lingers in the clear sky. 
birds approach 
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They find rest th er e. 

Rain beats against its sides 
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into brick: 
yet, as it sta nds , unflinchiru 
the flanks of the met al giar 
repel this oppressi ve 
monotonou s force , 
ever beating, ever gre y, 
never relenting. 
This trial mu st be faced ale 
the birds will return tomor 
with the loitering su n. 

Two worlds a rc juxtaposed 
one of regularity. controllc 
men moving. sweating ­
the crane guiding. controlli 
majestically. 
The other, natural ­
dark pine tr ees sheltering b 
(like a mother restraining h 
until the men lea ve. 
Then, with mutual undcrsta 
the paternal cra ne 
rece ives the eager birds 
into its arms : 
between two worlds 
an affinity is expressed 
by the selling sun . 
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ed inspection sys tem with a coercive force of 

rrcc . well-eq uipped a nd stro ng eno ugh to prevent 
uional violence. is, we bel ieve . indispensable. 
~ pervert ed into a tool of world domination by 
zogniscd . It is with thi s danger cle a rly in mind 
en tak en to surro und th e proposed Peace Force 
cguards, checks a nd bal an ces, so as to make its 
ble. 

: m isuse of th e Peace Force cannot be wholl y 
every co nceiva ble danger of violation of the 
tot ally avo ided . However, in order to ac h ieve 

ent and genuine peace some ri sks must be taken 
, they can be minim ised) . 

pontificating a t tedious length yo ur reaction 
So what! Here yo u' ve come a lo ng a nd presented 
airy-fairy Utopian sche me and even , a llowing 
'our plan [or peace co uld be implemented, what 
How ca n insign ificant ind ividuals like ourselv es 
fa irs? 

hat Au st rali an s ind ivi d ua lly a nd collec t ively as 
e a gre at role to play, for if publ ic opinion is 
that the Australian Government was forced to 

IS worl d peace is co nce rned, it co uld then con ­
I. ustra lia n proposal in the United Nations to
 
ill would be ad opted .
 

l ie of students , such as yo urse lves, is 4-fold :
 

tened c rit ic ism - but not cyni ci sm .
 

tion of a soc iety interested in world peace .
 
irld government.
 

thcoming tre ati se, if a nd when it is published . 

I role in stimulating public opinion - helping 
awa reness about th e urge ncy of dis armament 

phil osoph ise about the New Hope fo r a Bra ve 
was ad opted. One co uld env isage the so luti o n 

1<1 in its place the development of a ha rm onious 
ity a nd a "collect ive politic" . There would be 
ndent isol at ed geogr a phical ent it ies - cultura l 
'ith breadth of outlook - tolerance. Really 
lerstand ing" . 

! wist ful thinking - possibly man by hi s very 
sh, lu stful of po wer. ava r icio us, etc" but we 
irnary Objective is World Peace through World 
ment. 

is "Think on these th ings - then act" . 

Thoughts on a Crane 
Poi sed and se rene 
it sta nds agai nst th e pale sky . 
W ith dignit y a nd case 
it ha s moved while men wo rk: 
but now 
as du sk descends 
a nd the orange sun 
lin gers in th e cle ar sky. 
birds app roa ch 
thi s monument of sol idi ty. 
They find re st ther e . 

Rain beats aga inst its sides ; 
ra in. per sistent and pen etrat ing 
ha s impressed its characte r 
into br ick : 
yet, as it sta nds, un flinch ing, unmoving. 
the flanks of the met al g iant 
repel thi s oppress ive 
monotonous force , 
ever beating, ever grey, 
never relenting. 
This trial mu st be faced a lo ne ; 
the bi rd s w ill return tomorrow 
wi th the loiterin g sun. 

T wo worlds ar c juxtaposed ; 
o ne o f regul a r ity . co nt ro lled act ivi ty, 
men mo ving, sweati ng ­
the crane guidi ng. co nt ro ll ing all 
maj esti call y. 
The o the r, natu ral ­
dark p ine tr ees shelter ing b ird s 
( like a mother restra ining her ch ild) 
unt il th e men leav e. 
Then , w ith mutual under standing. 
the pat e rn al c ra ne 
recei ves the eager bi rds 
into it s ar ms: 
betw een two wo rlds 
a n a ffinity is ex pressed 
by the sett ing sun. 
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very strong avers ion to wards people' s backs . In 
th is would be called a " back-s ide fixation" . 

A Short Story
 
Perhap s on a c rowde d Sat ur day in the c ity yo u ha ve noticed a little 

bal d. bespectacled. fr eckl ed man . creep ing a lo ng besid e the sho p w indows. 
tr ying as ha rd as possi ble to avoi d the necess ity o f asse rting hi s indivi ­
dual it y a nd forc ing hi s way thro ugh the cr ush . He wi ll a lmost in variablv 
look ve ry fri ght en ed an d agi ta ted. his glas ses a rc pr ob abl y fo ggin g up fr om 
the ne rvous perspirat ion o n hi s embar ra ssed face a nd hc will pr obably be 
having trou ble with a bo otl ace th at ins ists o n corning undone in the most 
inconvcn icn t pla ce s. 

Or pe rha ps o n a la ngui d Sunday aft e rn oo n in the c ity you may sec 
h im being accosted by on e of the " G o t a bob for a cuppa co flcc mat e" 
type - the y arc usuall y ve ry ad ept at [lick ing the meek an d m ild . A loud 
" Ho w a re ya' mate" w ill be accompa n ied by a bo isterou s clout on the poor 
unfortuna te' s sho ulde rs wh ich w ill all but d isintegrate on the spo t. " Garry 
(the C rusher) Billing 's th e name" a nd jus t to p rove hi s poi nt he cr ushes 
the poo r limp hand offe red till t he bo nes c rac k an d the po o r vict im w inces . 

"Can ya lend us a bob ? ju st wa nt a cup a co ffee , Ai n't eaten si nce 
last Thursday n ight .' 

Me ek and Mild obedientl y fumbles for a " bo b", nearl y drops hi s 
glasses , loo ks ve ry em ba rrassed. but even tua lly, p roduces the de manded 
co in . 

" Loo k mat e , wh ile you ' re a t it. ya reck o n ya cod ma ke it three bob ?" 
Ano the r co in is produced . Then with a hurri ed ca ut ious look and 

with th e ble ssin gs bein g invok ed o n h is head rin gi ng in h is ears, Meek 
an d Mild qu ickl y makes hi s ge taway. 

Well Benny Gatford is suc h a person. an indescr ibable little man ve ry 
quiet . reserved a nd ret icent. I ca n' t exa ctly ca ll him a f r iend since we 
ha rdly ever spo ke to eac h other (at lea st not until th is th ing happened to 
him ). Bu t for so me strange reason he chose me to be hi s guardian a nge l. 
I-Ie wou ld sid le up to me , w ith a sma ll twisted sm ile on h is face , sto p about 
a foot behind my ba ck, a nd hov er there in m y sha dow . I'm sure he irnma­
g ined I held a b ig fier ce two edged sword in my hand with wh ich I warded 
ofT all kinds of fr ighte ni ng peop le who we re co nt inua lly tr y ing to be set him 
a nd c rush h im out of ex iste nce . 

But ac tua lly nobody took the leas t notice of h im , so perhaps it was the 
mal ignant god s and boglcg s tha t I wa s to keep a t ba y. People in variabl y 
turned thei r ba cks on him and completel y ignored a ny timid efforts a t se lf 
asserti on tha t he som et imes trie d to mak e. And thi s " tu rn ing the backs 
o r" was the so le ca use of the trouble th at ruined the whole o f h is lat er life. 

He always saw the rear of people , a lwa ys the ir ca llo us sco rnful backs. 
If yo u wer e a ph ilosopher, I sup pose you would call this "a po steriori " 
knowledge . Eventuall y th is rear view, of people in part icular, and life in 
general ince nsed h im , th at to m y g rea t surprise (for I a lways had mai n­
tained tha t he was incapable of a ny em otion whatsoever) he de veloped a 

st rong vicious hate th at gripped h im w ith an 
to kick , k ick , smas h , these cold faceless arscs 
towards h im . His toes would tingle with ar 

he immagined sink ing his b oots into their con 
Of course being ver y conventional and " I 

t ri ed to su pp ress these wrong thoughts as not 
But, alas. all to no avail. T he desire persis 
something about it. He was ext re mely met 
re asoned thus:­

" If I am going to do this then I must do i 
a haphaza rd jo b of it. I supp ose th ere is an 
am to achieve the grea tes t gratification I rnu 

And he became so absorbed with th is id: 
extra o rd ina ry lengths to perfect the "technique 
to say. 

He at first embarked on a long and deta 
the human leg with special emphasis on its I 

the legs of hi s fa m ily, gett ing hi s ch ild ren to 
room in the ir underwear so that he could ( 
His wife , too , was subjected to countless indel 
to co-operate, a nd ev en forbade the children tl 

He wa s at a lo ss as to what to do at til 
de spondently racking hi s brain for a so lut io n. 

And th en quite sudde nly he fo un d the a n 
wo uld go out into the st ree t in h is lunch hoi 
boys in shor t pants, hang a rou nd sta ircases 
taking notes a ll the t ime on peculiarities in Sll 

ences in leg act ion , etc . But a no ther bl ow . 
T he police questioned him on e day and 

seen once more he would be a r res ted a nd cha 
su ch th ing . 

This fr ightened him fo r a while but he pe 
a movie ca me ra w ith a telescopic len s and r 
while kicking the ball , stud ying them for Ion 

About th is time he became very interested 
of the thi gh and its mu scules on kic k ing . A n 
sued for divorce on th e grounds of inc ompat 
while, but ev entually managed to console h im 
wife was not a very good specimen fo r study 
being very well developed. 

I sa w hi s wife in the stree t a little later v 
sa y I didn 't sec much wrong with her th igh s 0 

I supp ose. 
Of course all thi s time, Benny spent hours 
H e would tell us everyday of so me new 

to streng the n some o bscure mu scle in his leg , 
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hort Story 
iaturday in the city you ha ve noticed a little 
nan. creeping along beside the shop windows. 
J avoid the necessity of asserting his indivi­
through the crush. He will almost invar iably 
atcd , his glasses arc probabl y fogging up from 
his embarrassed face and he will probably be 
cc that insists on coming undone in the mo st 

d Sund ay afternoon in the city you ma y see 
of the "G ot a bob for a cuppa coffee mat e" 
adept at picking the meek and mild. A loud 
iccompa n ied by a boi sterous clout on the poor 

will all but d isintegrate on the spot. " Garry 
arne" and just to pr ove his point he crushes 
II the bone s crack and the poo r victim win ces. 

just want a cup a coffee. Ain 't eat en s ince 

ntly fumbles for a " bob" , nearl y drops his 
.scd . but eventually, produces the demanded 

~ at it. ya reckon ya cod make it three bob ?" 
ed. Then with a hu rried cautious look and 
okcd on his hea d ringing in his ea rs, Meek 
eta way . 
uch a pe rson, an inde scribable little man ver y 

I can't exactl y ca ll him a friend since we 
her (at least not until thi s th ing happened to 
reason he chose me to be his guardian angel. 
h a sma ll twisted smile on his face , stop about 
rove r there in my shadow. I'm sure he irnrna­
edged sword in my hand with which I warded 
.ople who were continually trying to beset him 
e. 
, the least notice of him, so perhaps it was the 
tha t I was to keep at bay. People invariably 
rd completely ignored a ny timi d effort s at self 
tried to make. And this " turn ing the backs 
trouble that ruined the whole of his later lif e. 

of people, always their callous scorn ful backs. 
1 sup pose you would call this "a posteriori" 
rear view, of people in particular, and life ill 
lJ my great surp rise (fo r I always had main-

of any emotion whatsoever) he developed a 

very strong aversion towards people's backs. In the modern jargon I suppose 
this would he called a "back-side fixation" . Eventually this grew into a 
strong vicious hate that gripped him with an insane intensity; he wanted 
to kick , kick , smash, these cold faceless arscs that were continually turned 
towards him . His toes would tingle with an intense yearning whenever 
he immagined sinking his boots into their contemptuous callous flesh. 

Of course being very co nventional and "house trained" Benny at first 
tried to suppress the se wrong thoughts as not befitting a respectable man . 
But, alas . all to no avail. The des ire persisted, so he was forced to do 
something about it. He was extremely methodical and practical so he 
reasoned thus:­

"If I am going to do this then I must do it properly. No good making 
a haphazard job of it. I suppose there is an art even in kicking, and if I 
am to achieve the greatest gratification I must practice it hard." 

And he became so absorbed with this idea , or idea l, that he went to 
extraordinary lengths to perfect the "techn ique of his footwork" as he used 
to say. 

He at first embarked on a long and detailed study of the anatomy of 
the human leg with special emphasis on its muscular action. He studied 
the legs of his family , getting his children to walk up and down the living 
room in their underwear so that he could obtain first hand knowledge. 
His wife , too , was subj ected to countless indelicacies until she flatly refused 
to co-operate, and even forbade the children to parade in front of their pa. 

He was at a loss as to what to do at first , and would wander about 
despondently racking his brain for a solution. 

And then quite suddenly he found the answer, and for a long time he 
would go out into the street in his lunch hour and follow office girls and 
boys in short pants, hang around staircases and watch the girls mount, 
taking notes all the time on peculiarities in such and such a muscle, differ­
ences in leg action, etc. But another blow . 

The police questioned him one day and warned him that if he were 
seen once more he would be arrested and charged with perversion or some 
such thing. 

This frightened him fo r a while but he persevered . He bought himself 
a movie camera with a telescopic lens and photographed foot bailers legs 
while kicking the ball , studying them for long hours in his private home. 

About this time he became very interested in the structure and influence 
of the thigh and its muscules on kicking. And shortly afterwards his wife 
sued for divorce on the grounds of incompatability . Benny moped for a 
while, but eventually managed to con sole himself with the thought that hi s 
wife was not a very good specimen for study at all , her thigh muscles not 
being very well developed. 

I saw his wife in the street a little later with another man, and I must 
say I didn 't see much wrong with her thighs or legs. But one never knows, 
I suppose. 

Of course all this time, Benny spent hours each day exercising his legs . 
He would tell us everyday of some new exercise he had just invented 

to strengthen some obscure muscle in his leg, the existence of which I did 
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not even suspect. Sometimes he would show us his legs, flex them and 
point out the subtle intricacies of various parts. It was all lost on me I'm 
afraid. They were a little too hairy for my liking, and I never used to be 
very interested in men's legs anyway. He did though achieve some success 
in this field apart from his own personal gratification. Some charity wanted 
to raise money (as usual) and a bright spark on the committee suggested 
having a "leg show" for men. Benny entered the contest. 

The night of the judging came. The hall was crowded with well 
educated and cultured people (for it takes refinement to be able to appreciate 
the subtle points associated with such things as legs - an ability to con­
centrate on detail) . Benny paraded in a dinner suit (without pants, of 
course), the hairs shaved off, tanning solution on his bare legs, and a 
rather tasteful red garter around his left ankle. 

He won, of course. He gratefully accepted the prizes - a hind quarter 
of beef, an authentic Egyptian Mummy's toe and an engraved yak 's foot. 

For quite a time afterward the "society" people would ask Benny to 
their parties as a mark of esteem and admiration. He would find an inobtru­
sive hiding place, sip some sickly cocktail and emerge at the appointed 
time . Then he would walk to the middle of the room or hall, quickly take 
his trousers off and exhibit his legs to the effusive admiration of all present. 
But his popularity soon waned, and he confided in me; that he was really 
glad, because not only was it keeping him from his work, but whenever he 
went he used to be seized by an insane desire to kick some of the fat fleshy 
matrons and portly gentlemen present. And , of course, this would not do . 

At first this all seemed novel and interesting to me, but soon the magic 
began to wear pretty thin and eventually I told him to shut up or I'd kick 
him down the stairs in a very crude and unaesthetic way. He was offended 
for a while and sulked quite a lot , but eventually he quietened down and 
reverted to his calm mild manner. Occasionally he would make a few 
remarks about further developments. He hinted once that he was now 
studying the physics of kicking and how interesting it all was. Another time 
he intimated that shapes of shoes were at present engaging his mind, and 
that what a marked influence it had on "k ickability", Pointed shoes and 
hobnail boots were . . . But I did not let him go on. 

Then a great tragedy struck. His right leg was seized by an attack of 
chronic rheumatism. And it was his right leg that he had been concentrat­
ing on most. 

But he did not give up so easily. The left leg was instantly enlisted 
and Benny applied himself with redoubled energy. It was quite funny to 
sec him walk . His vigorous left leg would sometimes almost spin him 
around, his stiff right leg acting as a pivot. 

However the rheumatism spread. One day he did not turn up as usual. 
He was in bed unable to move either leg. Benny was a broken man. He 
just wasted away day by day. His grown son would sometimes come to 
visit him to see if he coutd help his poor father, but there was not much to 
be done . He recoverd for a little while and it was then that he asked his 
son , the tears welling up in his eyes to allow him just one kick, as a boon 
to a dying man . His son consented, bent over and waited . Benny care­

fully, lovingly, selected one of his many specia 
Italian shoe, laboriously put it on and then pi 
kick on the preferred object. He collapsed su 
bed again . His son suffered from a stricture f 
plained that he had been maimed for life, 
thought of what the old man could have done 
he went ashen and quickly downed a couple of 

Benny died soon after, not a happy mal 
filled, for the memory of that kick sustainec 

He was burried modestly and according 
works of Milton were buried with him as he 
and spiritual relationship with the works of t 
feeling I suppose. 

There were a few unkind people that mad 
like "All that Benny ever kicked properly wt 

ever tries to climb back into heaven Benny's tl: 
Droll and trite, perhaps, but these were tl 

he received. These soon died out and with th 
Benny Gatford; he was just an object of ri: 
person at all. Perhaps it's understandable. 

I still think of him sometimes. I don 't SL 

but more out of curiosity. Why did he go t( 
Was it only a reassert ion of his basic characte 
and a sense of his own unimportance? Surely 
so badly he could have done it without all th 
crastinating, not forcing the real issues, mere 
which would keep his mind in a state of contin 
tackle the real problem? Did he get trapper 
led him inevitably to a sterile grave? 

I'm afraid these problems are too involve 
with the story. I'm going to the pub anyway t 
the time . 

Why am I going? To exercise my stern 
see I too have a secret ambition in life . 

Fragrne 
M. J. WES1 

Love is a play , a bitter, tragic dra
 
Whose finale is the death of its pl.
 
We arc the cast, you and I who II
 
We shall die as others have before
 
We shall age and live with memoi
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nes he would show us his legs, flex them and 
cies of various parts. It was all lost on me I'm 
too hairy for my liking, and I never used to be 
s anyway. He did though achieve some success 
iwn personal gratification. Some charity wanted 
and a bright spark on the committee suggested 
en. Benny entered the contest. 
ging came. The hall was crowded with well 
e (for it takes refinement to be able to appreciate 
I with such things as legs - an ability to con­
I paraded in a dinner suit (without pants, of 
off, tanning solution on his bare legs, and a 
iround his left ankle. 
~ gratefully accepted the prizes - a hind quarter 
tian Mummy's toe and an engraved yak's foot. 
ward the "society" people would ask Benny to 
ucem and admiration. He would find an inobtru­
e sickly cocktail and emerge at the appointed 
to the middle of the room or hall, quickly take 

his legs to the effusive admiration of all present. 
ned, and he confided in me; that he was really 
it keeping him from his work, but whenever he 
y an insane desire to kick some of the fat fleshy 
en present. And , of course, this would not do . 
novel and interesting to me, but soon the magic 
nd eventually I told him to shut up or I'd kick 
ry crude and unaesthetic way. He was offended 
te a lot , but eventually he quietened down and 
manner. Occasionally he would make a few 

elopments. He hinted once that he was now 
ing and how interesting it all was. Another time 

shoes were at present engaging his mind, and 
ce it had on " kickability" . Pointed shoes and 
[ did not let him go on. 
ruck. His right leg was seized by an attack of 

fully, lovingly, selected one of his many special shoes for kicking, a pointed 
Italian shoe, laboriously put it on and then planted a surprisingly vigorous 
kick on the proferred object. He collapsed straight after and never left his 
bed again . His son sutTered from a stricture for a couple of days and com­
plained that he had been maimed for life, but he recovered. When he 
thought of what the old man could have done if he had been still vigorous 
he went ashen and quickly downed a couple of aspirins. 

Benny died soon after , not a happy man , but not completely unful­
filled, for the memory of that kick sustained him to the end. 

He was burried modestly and according to his request the complete 
works of Milton were buried with him as he had worked up a very close 
and spiritual relationship with the works of this great man. Some fellow 
feeling I suppose. 

There were a few unkind people that made a joke of him saying things 
like " All that Benny ever kicked properly was the bucket" and "If Satan 
ever tries to climb back into heaven Benny's the boy to boost him out". 

Droll and trite, perhaps, but these were the only "in mernoriams" that 
he received . These soon died out and with them died the memory of poor 
Benny Gatford ; he was just an object of ridicule to most people, not a 
person at all. Perhaps irs understandable. 

I still think of him sometimes. I don 't suppose it is in a sense of love 
but more out of curiosity. Why did he go to such extraordinary lengths? 
Was it only a rea ssert ion of his basic characteristics - indecision, humility, 
and a sense of his own unimportance? Surely if he wanted to kick someone 
so badly he could have done it without all that preparation. Was he pro­
crastinating, not forcing the real issues, merely creat ing an artificial drive 
which would keep his mind in a state of continual activity so that it couldn't 
tackle the real problem? Did he get trapped into a vicious circle which 
led him inevitably to a sterile grave? 

I'm afraid these problems are too involved for me; I'll just leave you 
with the story. I'm going to the pub anyway this afternoon so I can 't spare 
the time. 

Why am I going? To exercise my stomach muscles of course. You 
see I too have a secret ambition in life. 

t was his right leg that he had been concentrat­

) so easily. The left leg was instantly enlisted 
with redoubled energy. It was quite funny to 
us left leg would sometimes almost spin him 
ing as a pivot. 
n spread. One day he did not turn up as usual. 
ave either leg. Benny was a broken man. He 
ay. His grown son would sometimes come to 
help his poor father, but there was not much to 
~ little while and it was then that he asked his 
his eyes to allow him just one kick , as a boon 
consented, bent over and waited. Benny care-

Fragment 
M. J. WEST 

Love is a play, a bitter, tragic drama,
 
Whose finale is the death of its players.
 
We are the cast, you and I who love so strongly.
 
We shall die as others have before us-­
We shall age and live with memories.
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Drifting Clouds of Smoke
 
a prose-poem 

.. . . . prescription. cr ... no. At home, yes at home. Send it later. Tomorrow, 
yes . . . send it tomorrow. Mu stn 't sound nervous. Hands mu stn 't shake . 
Pockets. Ha ha no pockets. Raincoat. No POCKETS. HA HA HA! O h God . 
What'll she think. Mustn 't be nervous. Nervous? NO! What am I asking for ? 
Cold ? No! Exc item ent ? Yes. excit em ent. Perh ap s I'm being followed . 
Must hurry. Yes. hurry. fast, fast. FAST ! Running. Wh y? WHY ? 
Mustn't be nervous. Two more blocks. Blast those lights. Why should I 
worry who see 's me ? Quite legitimate! Home from wo rk . Wo rks late-sh ift 
at the factory . Bachelor. Quiet. Don't think he smokes or drinks. Drink? 
No - found a subst itute . Ah , not far now . Ke y. Have to undo buttons. 
Wish we had feathers. No coat s. Cold though . Which pocket'? Ah , go t 
it now . . . Ra jncoa t orr. Let it stay there. 10 p.m . Bed . Dreams. Escape. 
Let's see now . Pyjamas. Top drawer. Yes. Now to leave. Left arm. 
Doesn't hurt now . Used to though . Slowly press. Swelling. Bloodstream. 
Put it on the dresser. Lie do wn quietly. Turn ofT light. Who cares. 
Great reader. Ah , foo ls. Feels sleepy , feel s wonderful , feels . . . 
· . . See that chap, dark , well -built , opera-singer. 
Quarter of a mill ion, last appearance. 
Fifteen curta in call s. 
Rave-reviews from all crit ics. 
Exceptiona l vo ice and deli ver y. 
Handsome, too .. . handsome, too . . . 
· .. Yes, worked in a factor y once. 
Soo n found my vo ice. 
Never looked back. 
Performed everywhe re. 
No time for marriage . 
Lots of frie nds though, lot s of friends . . . 
· . . Great lover. 
Plenty of practice. 
You like the flat ? 
It' s yours my dear. 
The car, too ? 
It' s yours, it' s yours . .. 
· . . Four thousand each? 
Six please . 
Never drive on Sundays. 
Repa irs? 
Never paid yet. 
Gi ve them away, awa y . . . 
· . . Foot-runner once. 
Six gold medals. 
Could ha ve been seven. 

Beat them a ll. 
Was the best , the best . . . 
· . . Stirling Mo ss? 
Taught him . 
Eighteen G ra nd Pr ix. 
Two year s dri vin g. 
C rashes? 
Never , too good, too good . . . 
· .. The Empire Stat e? 
Own it! 
Having eight more built . 
Expense? 
No worries. 
I've got plent y, go t plent y . . 
· . . Met Saint Pet er. 
Said : " You're a hoa x. 
Don't need God . 
No HeW'. 
Heaven ? 
I'll buy it, bu y it . . . 
· . . Sa w the Loch Ness monster . 
Sends his regards. 
Quiet chap. 
No pretenc e 
Like myself. 
Ver y busy, very busy . . . 
· . . Lectured once. 
History, Engl ish . Hebrew, Enginec 
Too easy thou gh . 
Bra in goin g rusty. 
Started my own Unive rsity. 
Ver y brai ny, very bra iny . . . 
· .. English C ha nnel? 
Crossed it five times. 
Never rested . 
Onl y person eve r. 
Bit tired . 
Could have gon e on . could have go 
· . . Invented a 13icop lane . 
Crossed the At lant ic. 
Pedalled hard and fast. 
Wasn 't a llowed return. 
Too co ld. 
Could have though. cou ld have tho 
· . . Harems? 
Yes, five. 
Not horne enough fo r more . 
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lauds of Smoke 
a prose-poem 

f-.t home. yes a t home. Se nd it later. Tomorrow, 
Must n' t sound ne rvous. H a nds m us tn' t sh ake. 
~aincoat. No POCK ET S. HA HA HA! Oh God. 
; nervo us. Nervous? NO! What am I asking for? 
Yes , excitement. Perha ps I'm be ing followed . 
fast , fast, FAST! Ru nning. Why? WHY? 
nore blocks . Blast those lights. Why should I 
legitimate! Home from work . Works la te- shi ft 

iu iet. Don' t think he smokes or drinks. Drink ? 
i\ h, not far now. Key. Have to undo buttons. 
coats. Cold tho ugh . Wh ich pocket ? Ah, got 

: t it stay the re. 10 p.m . Bed, Dreams. Esca pe . 
jrop drawer. Yes. Now to leave . Le ft a rm . 
thoug h. Slowly press. Swelling. Bloodst ream. 
~ down quiet ly . Turn off light. W ho cares. 
~ e l s sleepy, feels wonderful , feels . . . 
~ b u i lt , opera-singer. 
pearance, 

s. 
iry. 
e, too . . . 
once. 

)f f rie nds ... 

1948 . 
Beat them all . 
Was the best , the best . . . 
· . . Stirling Moss? 
Taught h im . 
Eighteen Grand Prix. 
Two years driving. 
Crashes? 
Never, too good , too good 
· . . The Empire State? 
Own it! 
Ha ving eight more built. 
Expense? 
No worries. 
I've got plenty, got plenty . . 
· . . Met Sai nt Pete r . 
Said : "You're a hoa x , 
Don't need God . 
No Hell" . 
Hea ve n? 
I'll buy it, buy it . . . 

· .. Saw the Loch Ness monster. 
Sends his regards. 
Quiet chap. 
No pretence 
Like myself. 
Very busy, very busy . . . 
· .. Lectured once. 
History , English . Hebrew. Engineeri ng . 
Too easy though . 
Bra in going rusty. 
Started my ow n U niversity. 
Very brainy, very brainy . . . 
· . . English Channel ? 
Crossed it five times. 
Never rested . 
Only person ever. 
Bit tired . 

Co u ld have gone on , co uld have gone on 
· .. Invented a Bicopla ne . 
Crossed th e At lant ic. 
Pedall ed hard a nd fa st. 
Wasn 't a llo wed re tu rn . 
Too co ld . 

Co u ld have though , could have tho ugh . 
· . . Harems ? 
Yes , five. 
Not home enough for more. 
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It was my idea. 
Taught the Shieks, 
Good idea, good idea . . . 
. . . Started the Drug-trade. 
U .S.A. , U.K ., Russia. 
Depression years. 
Over Capone. 
Good job. 
Was the biggest, the biggest ... 
. . . Drugs? 
Take them often. 
Every night. 
Hypodermic Syringe . 
Left arm. 
Make me dream , make me dream, dream . . . " 

Ross Cooper . . . Ancient Mariner 

(photo : courtesy "Chaos") 

Religion and Politi 
Need There B~ 

Despite the existence of an Australian m 
and politics are never to be discussed with p, 
it is, however, becoming increasingly obviou: 
arc concerning themselves with these topics. 
not a person may be both truly religious a 
confusion in the minds of many, and has mar 
I will endeavour to provide an answer. 

In his Addresses to two World Congressc 
XII clearly stated the Catholic position ­
impossible to keep politics apart. At the firs 
said, 

" ... By force of circumstances, there 
action between the religious apostolate a 
word 'political' , in its highest sense, mea 
tion for the good of the State. This 'gc 
understood in a very wide sense . It is 
laws of the greatest importance are ena 
concerning marriage, the family , the chi 
ourselves to these examples. Arc the 
primarily interest religion ?" 
The examples given by Pius XII illust 

between religious and moral principles on th l 
and admini strative activities of the governrru 
a normally functioning democratic society . 1 
bcrs , illustrates the same inter-action in dealin] 
between Christianity and Communism. } 
century as, 

"the first century since life began when a 
articulate section of mankind has not rnr 
God, but has deliberately rejected God. 
which this religious reject ion has take 
form , >0 that the characeristic expericnc, 
is a political experience. At every po 
interlace, and must do so more acutely a 
two great camps of men - those who rejc 
God - becomes irrepressible. Those cal 
but also within nations." 
Against the background of sectarian hatn 

attack on "The Movement", Dr. Lloyd Ross , 
lian Labor Historian , in one of his first conn 
controversy, repudiated the position of those' 
cular application of religious and moral prir 
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Religion and Politics: 
Need There Be Conflict? 

Despite the existence of an Australian myth which states that religion 
and politics are never to be discussed with people holding opposing views, 
it is, however, becoming increasingly obvious, that more and more peoplei 
are concerning themselves with these top ics. The question of whether or 
not a person may be both truly religious and truly political has caused 
confusion in the minds of many, and has many times been left unanswered . 
I will endeavour to provide an answer. 

In his Addresses to two World Congresses of the Lay Apostolate, Piu s 
XII clearly stated the Catholic position - it is both undesirable and 
impossible to keep politics apart. At the first World Congress in 1951, he 
said, 

... .. Hy force of circumstances, there arises a reciprocal inter­
action between the religious apostolate and political action. The 
word 'political' , in its highest sense, means nothing but collabora­
tion for the good of the State. This 'good of the State' is to be 
understood in a very wide sense . It is in the political field that 
laws of the greatest importance are enacted ; laws such as those 
concerning marriage, the family, the child, the school , to confine 
ourselves to these examples. Arc these not questions which 
primarily interest religion ?" 
The examples given by Pius XII illustrate the relationship existing 

between religious and moral principles on the one hand and the legislative 
and administrative activities of the government on the other, even within 
a normally functioning democratic society. The Quaker, Whittaker Cham­
bers, illustrates the same inter-action in dealing with the conflict of absolutes 
between Christianity and Communism. He spea ks of the twentieth 
century as. 

"the first century si nce life began when a decisive part of the most 
articulate section of mankind has not merely ceased to believe in 
God , but has deliberately rejected God. And it is the century in 
which this religious reje ction has taken a spec ifically political 
form, so that the characeristic experience of the mind in this age 
is a political experience. At every point, religion and politics 
interlace, and must do so more acutely as the conflict between the 
two great camps of men - those who reject and those who worship 
God - becomes irrepressible. Those camps are not only outside 
but also within nations." 
Against the background of sectarian hatred triggered ofI by Dr. Evatt's 

attack on "The Movement", Dr. Lloyd Ross, probably the leading Austra­
lian Labor Historian. in one of his first contributions to the current Labor 
controversy, repudiated the position of those who sought to declare a parti ­
cular application of religious and moral principles an "outside influence" 
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in relat ion to Labor. He wrote in "20 th Ce ntu ry" , Sp ri ng, 1955, 
"No be liever can separa te his religious faith from a judgment of 
po li tica l and social q uestions . . . to ask those who hold firmly to 
the ir relig ious be liefs, tha t the}' close the door on such beliefs 
whe n they enter the union ha ll o r a La bor Bra nch meeting, is to 
ask tha t men and women be insincere and suffer from d ivided 
per sonalit ies," 
Ma hatma Gandhi was a Hindu : bu t the issue was clearer to h im than 

it was to some Christ ians. 
" I cou ld not live fo r a single second without my religion . . . Many 
of my polit ica l friends despair of me, because they say that even 
my pol it ics a rc derived from my religion . And they a re r ight . . . 
For me. po li t ics beref t o f religion a rc absolute di rt, ever to be 
shun ned . All Men A rc Brothe rs." 
T he demand that rel igion a nd poli t ics should be separated - a deman d 

whic h frequ ently recur s desp ite its obvious unreali ty - is not only the 
pr op ert y of the unth inki ng. Ma ny " p ract ical" politician s find the int erven ­
tion o f ab solutes uncomfortabl e in a field of ope ra tio n which they rega rd 
as bei ng amora l a nd unprincipl ed ga me o f comprom ise a nd ma noeuver. 

T here are ma ny situa t ions in which th e presence or a bd ica t io n of 
mora l a nd reli giou s pri nci ples in a society depends upon polit ical act io n. 
In th e twen tieth cent ury, Christ ianit y has undergone the horri fying experi­
ence of modern to ta li ta r ianism unde r Nazism in Germany, a nd under 
Communism in Russia , the East Europea n cou ntries and China. Of th e 
two, Communism is by fa r the more dangerous because it p resents itself as 
a more or less logical philosophy and because the devotion which it ca lls 
forth from so me at least of its followers is a veritable mask of relig ion . 

It is a commonplacc that a communist tota litar ian regime is the imp lac­
able enemy of the religious spirit , re ligious doctrine, education a nd p ract ice . 
Since it ca nnot permit the existence of a n opposed universal t ru th , Co m­
munism seeks to destroy universal religions like Catho licism. H aving 
d isco vered that the method of outright suppression achieves the opposite 
effect to that which is des ired, it has embarked, as in Chi na, upon the far 
mo re successful alternative of div ision and confusion th ro ugh the establis h­
ment of a schismat ic Church. Under a Communist reg ime every ove rt 
acti vity is, by de fini tion , political. Once a q uestion is defined as po litica l 
- by the regime itself - the Church must exclude itse lf or be pe rsecuted 
for ac ting "polit ically" . H ence, the Church can have no ro le in the field 
of ed uca t io n, since thi s is defined as a po litica l ma tter : the education of the 
yo ung must be athei st ic. Once the yo ung have spen t between ten a nd 
fiftee n yea rs under a Comm unist reg ime, eve n if they becom e as a nt i­
Co mmunist as the Hungarian F reedom Fi ght ers in 1956, th e mark of a nt i­
rel igio n on thei r cha racte rs is almost indel ible. 

It sho uld be co mm onplace that no co-ex istence bet ween the Catho lic 
rel igion a nd Comm unism is possible: that Communism with the reso urces 
of 900 mill ion peopl e beh ind it and with mo re or less effective agencies of 
subversio n assist ing it in countries as yet uncon quered is da nger o us to a 
very hig h degree. In countries like Au st ralia, alt ho ugh the issue of the 

strugg le is moral and rel igious, the field in wh! 
engaged is political ; and that the batt le to ( 
should be foug ht on the chosen pol itical backgr 
exists. 

Pius X I established a clear di st inction bet' 

1 he sa id in his D iscou rse to the Fourth Interna 
Youth in 1925: 

l 
" We mus t safeguard ourselves against 

easily arise. There are moments when We, 
Clergy, seem to be on ly occupied with po lit 
concerned only with re ligion and in re lig 
fight fo r rel igious liberty, fo r the sanc ti ty 
schoo l, for th e kee ping holy days consecrat­
going in fo r poli tics. We do not and neve 
It is po lit ics that have to uched religion: 
a ltar. And we defend the altar. It is our c 

th e consciences of the peopl e a nd the sane 
it is th e dnty of [he bis ho ps a nd the cl 
as Catho lic Young Men , wh atever be the 
As the Welfa re Stat e em braces more a nd 

the ave rage citizen. it comes into con tac t wil l 
which mo ra l and rel igio us pr inci p les a re invol 
child, the prevention an d cu re of juvenile del in 
regu la t ion, o f pensio ns and of soc ia l services 
fami ly unit - -- these and many other su bject IT 

tu re ligion and yet inevi tably become the subjee 
the expansion of the competence of the moden 

The involvement of religious and moral pri l 
decisions is therefore an essential part of the Sl 

is not only the extension of the competence o: 
century which has brought religion into politic 
some degree of inte rlocking has alwa ys existed 
present intimacy is due, however, to the tak i i 
man y areas of human society which in the la 
activity of private ind ividuals and vo luntary bod 

How shall religion forwa rd important mar 
legislat io n? How sha ll it defend its vita l intercs 
of even democra t ic Sta tes? How sha ll it save i

1 of tot al ita ria n vio lence a nd o ppression? , Some hold that the per missibl e limit of thl 
fields is reached whe n the respo nsib le rcl i] 
Bishop - sta tes publi call y the Chr ist ian or the ( 
to th e par tic nlar mea sur e, proposals a nd prebl e 
more is to igno re the poli tical rea lit ies of the s} 
ce ntre of po litica l autho ri ty is no longer the 
majority pa rt y. Wh ether lea ders put forwa rd goc 
in the light of mora l and religious p rinciples -­
dominant influence of defina ble gro ups within 
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wrote in "20th Century" , Spring, 1955, 
ate his religious faith from a judgment of 
stions . . . to ask those who hold firmly to 
(hat (hey close the door on such beliefs 
ion hall or a Labor Branch meeting, is to 
len be insincere and suffer from divided 

Hindu : but the issue was clearer to him than 

ingle second without my religion ... Many 
despair of me, because they say that even 
from my religion. And they are right . . . 
of religion arc absolute dirt, ever to be 
Brothers ." 

In and politics should be separated - a demand 
spite its obvious unreality - is not only the 

Man y "practical" politicians find the intervcn­
abl e in a field of operation which they regard 
ncipled game of compromise and manoeuver. 
ions in which the presence or abdication of 
les in a society depends upon political action. 
iristian ity has undergone the horrifying expcri­
nism under Nazism in Germany, and under 
East European countries and China. Of the 

he more dangerous because it presents itself as 
sophy and because the devot ion which it calls 
its followers is a veritablc mask of religion. 
l a communist totalitarian regime is the implac­
pirit, religious doctrine, education and practice. 
existence of an opposed universal truth, Com­
miversal religions like Catholicism. Having 
of outright suppression achieves the opposite 

ed, it has embarked, as in China, upon the far 
.f division and confusion through the establish­
ch . Under a Communist regime every overt 
lit ical. Once a question is defined as political 
re Church must exclude itself or be persecuted 
.nce, the Church can have no role in the field 
fined as a political matter: the education of the 
Dnce the young have spent between ten and 
nunist regime, even if they become as anti ­
n Freedom Fighters in 1956, the mark of anti ­
; a lmost indelible. 
ace that no co-existence between the Catholic 
possible: that Communism with the resources 

i it and with more or less effective agencies of 
-untr ies as yet unconquered is dangerous to a 
:ries like Australia, although the issue of the 

struggle is moral and religious, the field in which the struggle is inevitably 
engaged is political; and that the battle to defend freedom of religion 
should be fought on the chosen political background while the opportunity 
exists. 

l 
Pius XI established a clear distinction between ends and means when 

he said in his Di scourse to the Fourth International Congress of Catholic 
Youth in 1925: 

I "We must safeguard ourselves against a confusion that might 
easily arise. There are moments when We, the Episcopate and the 
Clergy, seem to be onl y occupied with politics. But, actually we are 
concerned only with religion and in religious interests when we 
tight for religious liberty, for the sanctity of the family, and the 
school, for the keeping holy days consecrated to God. This is not 
going in for politics. We do not and never will believe that it is. 
It is politics that have touched religion and laid hands on the 
altar. And we defend the altar. It is our duty to defend religion, 
the consciences of the people and the sanctity of the sacraments; 
it is the duty of the bishops and the clergy; it is your duty, 
as Catholic Young Men, whatever be the nation you belong to." 
As the Welfare State embraces more and more aspects of the life of 

the average citizen , it comes into contact with more and more areas in 
which moral a nd religious principles are involved. The education of the 
child, the prev ention and cur e of juvenile del inquency, the impact of wage 
regulation, of pensi ons and of social services upon the strength of the 
family unit --- these and many other subject matters are of vital concern 
to religion and yet inevitably become the subject of political action through 
the expansion of the competence of the modern State. 

The involvement of religious and moral principle in seemingly political 
deci sion s is therefore an essent ial part of the society in which we live. It 
is not only the extension of the competence of the State in the twentieth 
century which has brought religion into politics and politics into religion; 
some degree of imcrlocking has always existed and will always exist. The 
pre sent intimacy is due , however, to the taking over by the State of so 
many areas of human society which in the last century were left to the 
activity of private individuals and voluntary bodies. 

How sha ll religion forward important moral principles in the field of 
legislation ? How shall it defend its vital interests against the encroachment 
of even democratic States? How shall it save itself when the threat is one 

1 of totalitar ian violence and oppression? 
Some hold that the permissible limit of the action of religion in these 

I fields is reached when the responsible religious authority - Pope or 
Bishop - states publ ically the Christian or the Catholic pos ition in relation 
to the particular measure, proposals and problems. But to do this and no 
more is to ignore the political realities of the system in which we live. The 
centre of political authority is no longer the absolute monarch, but the 
majority party, Whether leaders put forward good or bad laws - considered 
in the light of moral and religious principles -- ultimately depends on the 
dominant influence of definable groups within their parties. Within the 

27 



i

28 Monash Magazine	 Michael J. Lynch 

framework of these pa rt ies every interest is organised - trade unions, 
Chambers of Manufacturers, farmers organisati on s, Fabians and the rest. 
It is only the moral and religious "force" or "forces" - for here we are 
deal ing not with principl es but applications of principle s in which persons 
of reli gious outlook will necessar ily differ - which a rc most universally 
unorganised . If those " fo rces" fail to organise themselves. they deprive 
themselves of the power to defend what the y con sider to be morally right 
and necessa ry. In any clash between moral and religious interests, and the 
sect iona l economic interest of the pres sure groups, the unorganised moral 
interest will go by the board . Ob viously, to limit the exercise of religious 
influence on policy to statements by ecclesiast ics is a formula acceptable to 
pol itic ian s, since the influence of relig ion on cruc ial issue s is thus reduced 
to impote nce: but this formula leaves unsolved thc question of the method 
by whi ch religion can pla y its proper role in politcal life. 

It is here that we are given the an swer to the question , " How should 
the C hurc h interfere? " in three ways . These are 
(I)	 its members mu st fulfill their moral re sponsibilities and functions in a 

Christ ian spir it; 
(2)	 its members must exerc ise their purely civic rights in a Christ ia n spirit; 
(3)	 it must itself supply them with a systematic statement of principles to 

a id them in doing the se two th ings, and this will carry with it a 
denunciation of customs or inst itu tions in contemporary life and 
practice which offend aga inst those principles. 
The theory that the " officia l Church" should enunciate principles and 

train its members; and that its members should then , as sepa ra te and 
isolated ind ividual s. influence the legislation of the political parties in 
their va rious choices. is on the face of it , very attractiv e. The Church 
di scharges the function of educat ion. It is not involved in th e po lit cal 
activities of its subjects who act as ind ividual citi zens. 

But the practical problem remains. So long as its memb er s remain 
iso lated individuals , they arc doomed to complete ineffectivenes s within the 
mod ern party structure. 

The typical politic al party in the modern Anglo-Saxon democracies , 
in pa rt icular, is an ama lgama tion of organised groups with a few unifying 
interests - sufficient to hold the party organisation together - but with 
many more divergent interests. Th is is commonly admitted in relation to 
the Democratic and Republ ican Parties in the United States. In fact , the 
situation is very simila r in an organisation lik e the Au stralian Labor Party. 
wh ich, as Dr. Lloyd Ross has pointed ou t, ha s traditionally had these 
or ganisation s of subo rdi nate groups with in the Party. In such a situat ion, 
the art of gaining a majority within a Party is always to effect alliances 
within blocks and to create disciplined unity within blocs. The immediate 
obj ect ive of all democratic political action is to gain a majority, so as to 
hav e the po wer to implement policies demanded by the common good, as 
understood by tho se who are act ive . 

Therefore, if mo ral and religious principles ar c to be safeguar ded and 
adva nced within the structure of modern democrat ic parties, it can only 
be on the basi s of organisation of individuals who hold these moral and 

religious ideas in common. Face to face w 
groups a nd interest groups with in political par 
and helpless. Organi sed individuals have ent 

From the viewpo int of the structure of m 
are intr insically quite different from " ideolo 
munist Party, the position of groups animate 
tions is logically no di fferent fro m that a 
an imated by purely economic interests. 

The structures of Au stralian parties as a 
of different organised interests is d iscussed bJ 
his book "Australian Govern ment and Politics' 
The acceptance of thi s fact as part of the no n 
would lessen th e secta r ian rancours, if it " 
religious groups had as much r ight of life and 

Thus. it can be seen, that from the aspect 
real	 conflict between religion and polit ics. . 
that the more deeply religious a man is, the 
will	 concern himsel f in pol itical activity and, 
Christ ianisi ng of the social order. 

KEITH E. DON( 

Moment In 
A lonely footstep, broke in 
The silence of the night , 
Ente red a st reet to rest , 
And merged with the still a 
A cat , perched on a fence, 
Fled. full of fear, down 
The street' s narrow passage 
Shelter ing on a dismal doo 
An o ld man di sturbed at p 
Left ofT hi s mutterings , 
Tampered with the blind , a 
Into the holl ow darkness. 
A pale street-light, caring I 
Fli ckered 011, as the footsie 
Swallowed by the darkness 
Faded into silence, 
Leaving behind a lonely ni 
And a man lost in prayer. 
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religious ideas in common. Fa ce to face with organ isatio ns of pr essure 
groups and int erest groups with in pol itical part ies, the ind ividu al is isolated 
and helpless. Organ ised individuals ha ve enti re ly different prospects. 

From the viewpoint of the structur e of ma ss democratic parties, wh ich 
a re intrinsically quite difTerent from " ideol ogical parties" like the Com­
mun ist Party, the position of gro ups a ni mated by stro ng religious conv ic­
tions is logically no different from that of any other secti ona l group 
animated by purely economic interes ts . 

The structur es of Au stral ian part ies as a n amalgamation or evolution 
of diff erent organised interests is di scussed by Professor 1. D. B. Miller in 
h is book "Austra lia n Government a nd Politics" , as well a s by other schola rs . 
The acceptance of th is fact as part o f the normal fun ctioning of democracy 
wo uld lessen th e sectar ia n ran co ur s, if it were publicly recognised that 
religiou s gro ups had as much r ight of lif e a nd acti vity as economic interests. 

T hus, it can be see n, th at from th e aspects I ha ve di scussed , there is no 
real con flict bet ween religion a nd politics. A nd it is not illogical to say 
tha t the more deeply relig iou s a man is, th e grea te r the lik elihood th at he 
will co ncern hi mself in polit ical ac tivi ty a nd engage in wo rk d irected a t the 
Christ ian isi ng of the social o rder. 

KEITH E. DONOVAN 

Moment In Time 
A lonel y footstep , broke into 
The silenc e of the night , 
E ntered a street to rest, 
And merged with the st ill a ir. 
A cat, perched o n a fen ce, 
F led , full of fea r , down 
T he str eet's na rr ow passagewa y, 
Shelt er ing on a di smal doorste p. 
A n old man d isturbed a t pra yer, 
Left ofT his mut ter ings, 
T amp ered with the blind. a nd peered 
Into the holl ow darkness. 
A pal e street- lig ht, ca r ing littl e, 
Fl icker ed on, as th e foots tep, 
Swa llowed by the da rkness , 
Faded into si lence , 
Leaving behind a lon ely night 
And a man lost in prayer. 
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The People By The Sea
 
In every age there are words to be spoken and feelings to be known. 

Every day brings new th ings which should be kept and remembered . For 
half our life is memory. And even our hope of the future rests fa r back in 
the past where we have loved and fear ed and known so many things . .. 

I have a simple story to tell of a past and a future set in a remote valle y 
that few men could sec, still fewer could know . For the laughing men f rom 
the city were blind and the shy, solemn people of the valley were remote 
from so many' things 

The valley was without race or nation. Fo r all men arc one and all 
troubl es are universal. And th e simple fear s of the valley people arc time­
less. They are located in the cities and battles of the history of the world. 

The hills about the valley sank to the sea that was the imp artial witness 
of the events in the valley of which I shall speak. 

Eac h week the va lley people gathered in the church they had bu ilt. 
Each week the man they all he ld in esteem spoke to them. He told them 
of love and cautioned them against hatred. He reminded them that they 
must have faith, and , in truth, the y did have faith in their creed though few 
knew the full meaning of the word. 

Once a week the dark men from the hill s descended to pray and their 
wives and children carne with them to hear the great truths of the One 
retold. They reaffirm ed the wisdom of his words and were appropriately 
awed by th e great mysteries of their fa ith. 

They remembered their past deeds and the fields that gave the crops to 
the sun. And they looked forward to fresh fields and new things that they 
had kno wn of old ; of storms and ra in and cold winds. They remembered the 
hungry years and the laughing hours and in every memory there was God. 
He gave them their meals and the sun and all those th ings men hardly even 
not ice now . After church the men returned to the back paddocks and the 
axe and the plough to work. When the church was empty God's light still 
shone through the stained glass windows across the altar and onto the floor 
in clear stains of red and tr ansparent blue and green. As the sun moved so 
too did these subtle daubs of light tr ace invisible lines of pure colour on the 
floor and seats, up the wall s till the sun set. God was always there in the 
colour and the silence, in the echoes and surely in the fields where the work 
was and the livestock grazed . 

But, one day, God was nowhere to be found . He left the grass and the 
creek and the church became empty for the people were at once shocked 
and bewildered by a deed each knew of only in the bible. The deed was 
murder. 

They buried Rupert Bates in the rain. All the people saw his wife weep 
and each wondered what would happen to her and his children who were 
young still. They had all known death before and had learned to accept its 
coming as a triumph of man . It was to them a relea se from the hinderances 

of the world. Their minister had told them tt 
colour of death. For fear of death had made 
learn that in death it was death who died . Men 
of the bod y. But this was a lesson onl y deat 
natural death. Rup ert Bates had been found I. 
H e was working, giving glory to God , yet he 
one of those people in tha t tin y community I 
when he fell ? Then th e priest spoke again of m 
not explain. 

"I speak to you, my people in the name ( 
that we know. Cain murdered Abel and he saw 
a death. Cain said , " He sleeps " , but, Cain kn: 
and he lamented his horrible deed . For, he cc 
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that had taken what no man ma y take - anotr 
chu rch. He is seated before the alt ar but he 
singled him from our fold . You are a dead 
mad e yours and yours is a living death that is 
night lind the massing days a nd you must an 
a nd in that final da y when all men must bo w 
the y have don e in life. Th e brightest day 
rem inded 01 night. Your act is a nigh t. Yo 
always with you. I ca ll on you to spea k now, 
fo r your sin. 

We arc a small colony united in one ca rr 
good. yet we must ever remember we arc all WI 

in the eyes of Go d who sees a ll. Yet there i: 
However , God is above all and He rules Sata 
murd erer ! There is time yet. 

I ca ll on you to speak fo r we will seck y. 
week and the lon g weeks that sha ll fo llow. . 
we will know your fear. You arc only man 
under the weight of you r deed . You must k 
even man ? Whe re was your love when you 
may know who you are .. . .. 

But the killer did not stand . He rcrnainl 
the whole community. 

.. .. . we will find you out . for you a rc no 
rule of love ." 

The peopl e left the church and hesitate 
Sunday; but . they had noth ing to say. They 
the killer . They did not want to for he was 
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:es in the rain. All the people saw his wife weep 
auld happen to her and his children who were 
own death before and had learned to accept its 
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of th e world . Their minister had told them that white, not black , was the 
colour of death. For fear of death had made it a dark thing. They had to 
learn that in death it was death who died. Men only shed the encumberance 
of the body. But this was a lesson only death could teach . But this was 
natural death. Rupert Bates had been found lying by his plough murdered. 
He was working, giving glory to God, yet he had been struck down. And 
one of those people in that tiny community killed him . Where was God 
when he fell? Then the priest spoke again of new things that memory would 
not explain . 

" I speak to you , my people in the name of our God and in his words 
that we know . Cain murdered Abel and he saw his blood flow and he knew 
a death. Cain said , "He sleeps", but , Cain knew he had killed his brother 
and he lamented his horrible deed. For. he could not wash the blood from 
his hand s or that memory from his mind . And we, my people, have that 
memory. One of us has blood on his hands. I do not need to speak of our 
dead brother, Rupert Bates. I spea k of hi s murderer. 

We are a people of God. and H ~ blesses our hills, the shore by the 
sea and our table. He smiles on our children and our animals and even 
on the snakes that lie near the creek. But we have amid us a serpent of 
another kind . For in our town there is a hand guilty of murder. A hand 
that had taken what no man may take - another's life . This man is in our 
church . He is seated before the altar but he is not of us. His wrath has 
singled him from our fold . You arc a dead man. In his death you have 
made yours and yours is a living death that is ever with you in the darkest 
night and the massing days and you must answer for it, now as you live 
and in that final day when all men must bow and are powerless to do as 
they have done in life . The brightest day has its shadows and we are 
reminded of night. Your act is a night. You may never forget it. It is 
always with you. I call on you to spea k now, to answer to us and to God 
for your sin. 

We are a small colony united in one common cause. Some of us arc 
good. yet we must ever remember we are all weak men . All of us are equal 
in thc eyes of God who sees all. Yet there is one of the devil among us. 
However, God is above all and He rules Satan , so speak before our God, 
murderer! There is time yet. 

J call on you to speak for we will seek you now and tonight and next 
week and the long weeks that shall follow . We will seek and watch and 
we will know your fear. You are onl y man and you cannot sta nd erect 
under the weight of your deed . '1'011 must know that already. Are you 
even man '? Where: was your Jove when you struck him ? Stand that we 
may know who you are . . ... 

But the killer did not stand . He remained seat ed in the church with 
the whole community. 

" . .. we will find you out, for you arc not of us. You have failed our 
rule of love." 

The people left the church and hesitated outside as the y did each 
Sunday; but. they had nothing to say . They did not know how to name 
the killer . They did not want to for he was there, listening. On the way 
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home men began to think guarded thoughts that they would not even voice 
to their wives close by. Some thought of Aaron who lived alone near the 
creek where it entered the sea . But, why should gentle Aaron kill? He 
pla yed the organ when they buried Bates and the lament of the notes was 
sincere as that corpse was lowered in the rain . He had no friends save in 
God and the people all knew he played in the church at night when there 
was no one there. Sometimes, he had not even come on Sunday but he 
had been there today. Aaron who kept geese was silent and some feared 
his silence; but , he could not kill . He was never angry. Fear distracted 
the thoughts of each man from dwelling on Aaron to other men. Questions 
began to form that 110 man dared answer, could answer. Men wondered 
why the singing sounded flat and why they could not pray. They hardly 
reali sed they were not impressed by God as the y returned to the hills and 
the hou ses on the flats about the creek . 

The light on the floor in the church began to mount the wall that was 
a blank canvas for a vague picture of faith . It alone seemed unperturbed . 

The funnels of the hills gradually flattened to the scar of sand the 
waves had left on the edge of the land . The wind had mockingly soothed 
the wounds into smooth contours. These ripples in the sand were replicas 
of the land the sea could not touch. The dunes were piled out of reach 
of the waves till the grass claimed them for the farms . All day long the 
sea reached up that sandy stretch towards the land it could not have. Half 
a m ile on from the river mouth it lured the roeks from the hills . These 
were no longer of the land. The sea had claimed them from the cliffs that 
were black and ugly . Men saw the gleaming foam of the ocean contrast 
with tho se almost sinful images of evil cut in stone . The dark cliff seemed 
to scowl at the wave s and in winter it cried till its face was streaming wet. 
But eternal penance of the tide was thorough and even the blackest rock 
became just part of the whitest sand . Vet few would admit it was a triumph 
of good over evil for men arc evil , not stones. 

Jane wandered from her father's home which seemed to have been 
pressed into the soft soil by the creek beyond the shore. She had fed the 
hens and set the fire, so she wandered to the shore with the vague desire 
of pieking the soft yellow flowers that grew in the moss where the boats 
were moored. She wondered about the death of Rupert Bates and frankly 
admitted that she had not really been moved as her father when he wish­
pered , " .. . terrible .. . how could someone do such a thing .. . here?" 
She hardly even felt as her mother did when the preacher called on the 
killer to stand. Father would not know she had gone , Mother would not 
notice and she was young and had no fear -- only convictions born of the 
ocean and its telling chant. For she had heard the sea and knew well its 
story ; strength and failure, fear and love were all found in its chapters and 
seen in the men she knew. 

How small she was before those waves' How lonely the islands were . 
They had been part of the land once, now the water had them and it beat 
them day and night. Eventually the sea would claim the village; but that 
would not be for a long time . 

Ian Mullens 
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She remembered what the priest had said about failure - the failure 
of the man who had killed Rupert Bates whom she had not liked anyway. 
She had seen the passing men and their passing women and she had heard 
the clock strike in the hall upon the years making indelible marks upon 
lime; the happy minutes and the laughing hours when the children laughed 
and sang and older men mumbled by the shore. For the years were just 
so many times and places - mostly for regret. We have seen our friends 
be happy and their children succeed and fail. The murderer was one who 
had failed , the minister had said . But, Rupert Bates was becoming an 
epitome of success. His tragic death seemed to make him a success in the 
eyes of other men . Did the killer believe he had failed? Even if he saw 
himsel f as a failure perhaps he had won a finer success than those who 
judged him. Few could know this, though. There is no thing failure. 
What men judge to be failure in others is truly failure for them. If we 
judge our own deeds as failures, this is truly a success. 

The killer was judged as a fallen man for he had violated that supreme 
law of God that said , "Thou shalt not kill" . In the eyes of God he had 
done wrong. He had failed in the eyes of men and his mark was a bloody 
one that would remain even after the final dawn. 

Thomas Jordan was sitting on a rock facing the sea. He looked at 
Jane and she knew she had met the man who had broken the law said to 
be so true. Yet, she was not afraid and even when he said, "1 killed Bates, " 
she was little disturbed. She wondered more on what she could say to this 
man . He said, "I became angry and hit him . He did not move when he 
fell. He just lay looking at me. I went home and milked the cow. 1 am 
two men, Jane, 1 am the man with a memory and I am the man who had 
no ugly memory, and yet, I do not seem to be either. I don't know what 
to feel." He looked at the waves but they gave no answer that he could 
hear. 

"You must tell them." said Jane, " You must say you arc sorry: ' But 
this hardly seemed enough to say before all those people who had decided 
so much about this man to whom she spoke. And he felt this more keenly 
than she . 

In the hills the wild birds cried and /lapped across the open solitude 
where they sat , alone . And alone he was. He held her hand in that tidal 
valley where sea things crawled and sea grass frayed before a fine wind. 
Her hand was soft and warm and his was hard and cold. He wished to 
forget his deed and to be sorry in his own manner ; but the people of the 
church did not want this . He had to repent before them . They wanted 
another impressive deed before they could be satisfied. So he said he would 
bow to the people he knew and let matters take their course . Jane went 
home to feed the hens and mused on what would happen next Sunday in 
that little building of belief that men called church where they buried all 
their doubts to be marvelled at each Sunday. The light was to slide up 
the wall three days more before he would commit himself to his conscience 
- and theirs. 

Jane prayed that evening that Thomas Jordan might be strong. She 
reaffirmed her belief that theirs was a community of love and that the 
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peopl e who lived in that little town could forg ive. She tr ied to see where 
Jordan had failed and saw his failure as one of ang er . He had struck 
Bate s in temper. Perhaps he would find strength to confess in that passion 
which he had found to kill ? But he had not planned that cruel , wanton 
stroke. He regretted that which he was. He was killer th en ; but not now . 
Ind eed , he was a new person - an older man made older by memory. Mo st 
of the older folk in the town had changed. No on e noticed for the change 
had been the same in each. T hey were harder. For th e first t ime , an 
evil had become public and it was a new th ing, an exciting thing that all 
could expe rience as one . Men found new strength to dem and what was 
theirs, to complain ab out a neighbours stock trampling their pla ntin gs. 
The women wondered why God per mitted evil of thi s kind. They could 
understa nd the evil of the cold wind and th e hungry yea rs. T he man the y 
had elected to lead them as their pri est and minister could satisfy them on 
the se th ings. But , there was no satisfaction when he spoke of this death. 
Few accepte d the truth that earth was a vale of tea rs when they saw real 
tears for a dead man or their va lley . Jordan was moved with them by the 
rea lity of his deed and his confession . He doubted his ability (0 bow 
before their awe. 

Jane was young a nd was not af ra id to di scard the convention of 
sorrow her parent s had adopted for poor Bates and his wife he left behind. 
She left (he room when her fath er repeat ed that the devil was walking in 
the valle y. 

The sta rs were scatte red like corn on the barn floo r of the sky. But 
lat e in the eveni ng a sea breeze car ried the fore ign words of the ocean 
amon g the hill s where its primitive chant made wei rd, for gott en evocations 
in the ch imne ys; a nd the breeze grew stro nger. The soothsa yers hen s came 
from beyond the islands in the form of big black clouds and pecked the 
wheaten Roar clean till all that rema ined was one big egg shattered by the 
storm cloud s. T he yellow flowers near the cree k shoo k and the moss became 
soggy with ra in. 

The sluggish waves shrugged their sho ulders against the cliffs higher 
and high er till they turned from gree n to white that fell black in the dark . 
T he sky began to howl a hollow sound as if in voic eless lament for the 
weakness of men who were sitti ng smoking in their hou ses. A boat and 
its owne r slipped its moor ing and fell a willing, aba ndoned victim to the 
outstretched hands of the dark tide. It wo bbled blindl y till the water, 
tir ed of its toy, cast it on the shore - broken , for gotten. Still the sea 
repe ated its message and took angry, slow lashings at the broad shoulders 
of the hill s huddled for warmth . 

The people in the hou ses ncar the shore heard the hesitation of the sea 
unt il they fell asleep. They awok e to the sun and the mud . Storms were 
a common thing on their corner of the coast; but , this was the first to 
supplement murder. On Sunday they prayed for two men and the wife 
they left behind. 

Vain or
 lns: 
A spurios reflect ion she sees before ;
 
Not me, tha t illusion , not me. I abho
 
T his image from the looking glass ,
 
It looks as chunks of withered grass .
 
Not the picture tha t I wou ld wish.
 

So says the madam displaying herself
 
Richly anno intcd, ad orned by the dre
 
To cove r oozy pi mples. sca rlet brcak i
 
A mole is here, and there a sore
 
Must be secret ly, expertly min imised.
 

T he por t ions a nd glomerate witches b
 
Arc d isplayed as instrument s of van it
 
T hem on her cou ntena nce, her physic
 
Still unimproved , she con scienti ously
 
Keeps, dabbing, daub ing. dribbling.
 

A hideous visage emerges mutil at ed
 
By paints a nd smea rs, mascara ; dilapi
 
Shambles of a face once muck-f ree
 
Now a splattered, batt ered look she
 
G ives he rself onc e more fo r luck.
 

Th e ritu al agai n is ceas ed
 
But alas , next day the cosmetic beast
 
will tempt once mor e the art ificial chz
 
Of our dam sel, who irrcsistably balm s
 
Her vis ion yet aga in; the fool.
 

Poem 
M. JULIAN WES' 

Th e rushes in the marsh a rc greer 
And sometimes there I've seen 
A woma n, tall. an d slim and whit 
A dream. 



Monash Magazine JWIJ~RT A oc USTI/V~ 

ttle town could forgive. She tried to see where 
v his failure as one of anger. He had struck 
je would tind strength to confess in that passion 
I? But he had not planned that cruel, wanton 
vhich he was . He was killer then; but not now . 
n - an older man made older by memory. Most 
In had changed . No one noticed for the change 
h. They were harder. For the first time, an 

11 it was a new thing, an exciting thing that all 
Men found new strength to demand what was 
a neighbours stock trampling their plantings. 
God permitted evil of this kind. They could 

cold wind and the hungry years. The man they 
I their priest and minister could satisfy them on 
as no satisfaction when he spoke of this death. 
t earth was a vale of tears when they saw real 
eir valley. Jordan was moved with them by the 
is confession. He doubted his ability to bow 

was not afraid to discard the convention of 
pted for poor Bates and his wife he left behind. 
:r father repeated that the devil was walking in 

.d like corn on the barn floor of the sky . But 
breeze carried the foreign words of the ocean 
rirnitivc chant made weird, forgotten evocations 
'eeze grew stronger. The soothsayers hens came 
1 the form of big black clouds and pecked the 
that remained was one big egg shattered by the 
iwers near the creek shook and the moss became 

rugged their shoulders against the cliffs higher 
from green to white that fell black in the dark . 
hollow sound as if in voiceless lament for the 
e sitting smoking in their houses. A boat and 
ing and fell a willing, abandoned victim to the 
dark tide. It wobbled blindly till the water, 

1 the shore - broken , forgotten. Still the sea 
iok angry, slow lashings at the broad shoulders 
mth . 

.es near the shore heard the hesitation of the sea 
y awoke to the sun and the mud. Storms were 
corner of the coast; but, this was the tirst to 
lunday they prayed for two men and the wife 

Vain or Insane 
A spurios reflection she sees before;
 
Not me , that illusion . not me. I abhor
 
This image from the looking glass,
 
It looks as chunks of withered grass.
 
Not the picture that I would wish .
 

So says the madam displaying herself
 
Richly annointcd , adorned by the dressing shelf,
 
To cover oozy pimples, scarlet breaking fore .
 
A mole is here. and there a sore
 
Must be secretly, expertly minimised.
 

The portions and glomerate witches brews
 
Arc displayed as instruments of vanity, she strews
 
Them on her countenance, her physiognarny
 
Still unimproved . she conscientiously
 
Keeps , dabbing, daubing. dribbling.
 

A hideous visage emerges mutilated
 
By paints and smears, mascara; dilapidated
 
Shambles of a face once muck-free
 
Now a splattered, battered look she
 
Gives herself once more for luck .
 

The ritual again is ceased
 
Hut alas, next day the cosmetic beast
 
will tempt once more the artificial charms
 
or our damsel. who irrcsi stably balms
 
Her vision yet again ; the fool.
 

Poem 
M. JULIAN WEST 

The rushes in the marsh a rc green
 
And somet imes there I've seen
 
A woman, tall. and slim and while.
 
A dream.
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Poem
 
The blank , wet faces around the
 
Dark hole
 
Thought they were
 
Sorry :
 
For they wore
 
Black and
 
Black is th e colou r o f sadness.
 
The cassocked priest chanted and prayed
 
And consoled ,
 
For he did not know.
 
The earth
 
C la tt ere d on the
 
Ebony wood .
 
footst eps crunched on the gr ave l,
 
The clergyman snapped his prayer book
 
Shut.
 
And an old woman wept from her heart .
 

To die without dying is the
 
Only reason to
 
Wccp in this world .
 

the immigrant 
by prospero 

thc darkness of remembered povert y 
unconquered fe ar and gloom 

repla ced by compla cency 
lon eliness 
a ll th ings b right a nd boneless 
special , trade-in , brash a nd 
inane 

we remember serenit y and matur ity 
heritage and humour 

fo r we thc poor 
a re not o f you , but of 
richness in remembered beaut y 
thought and secl us io n 
that is happ iness 

man knows not thi s jo y 
without he knows its lack 

Two Theories 

Non-Pepresentati 
As an exhibi tor in (he recent Monash Ar t 

observe the reactions and comments made by sl 
wa s amazed at a n intolerent attitude to the me 
nescience summarily shown in as k ing the foil 

I . The apparent absence of technique intr 
into the painting. so how can it be art? 

2. How ca n thc vi ewer detcrmine the me , 
it is dev oid of objective symbols ? 

3. How docs the artist re late th e name of t 

4. If the painting. is non-objective, how ca n 
These questi ons a re unanswerable by argur 

int o the nature of non-representational a rt. but 
when placed in th e schema of this form of art 
s tude n t who as ks w hy blank verse d oes not rhy 

At th e o utset, r claim no universal valid 
each arti st di scovers his own , but they do co 
most. 

Onc docs not need to look hard to see tlu 
tod ay can be co ns id e red a s " a bst ra ct", or more 
non-representational. It is often claimed that It 
representational art is merely mimeographical 
spo nso red by the devaluation of technique ; tlu 
" a rt ist ic talent " and hence practica l most. 

Firstl y this is not demonstrative ly true s 
generally more difficu lt to achieve th an a succ 
has techniques and norms of judgment to p 
Seco ndly, even though it may oftcn be m imeog 
art is in the target of sev er e c r it ic ism and app 
The inertia it has gained is but part of a more g. 
in mundane behaviour and values. 

Here we find an cxplanation of the c xpulsu 
ide as from art. Here we can an swer the person 
tivcncss of non -representationa l art and th e cor 
standing . Thi s sta teme nt is less of an object 
honest arti st will answer that th ere is 110 me 
relat ionships of l ine and mass. and ma y even 
a gree that it is not art. 

Non-representational painting is an ut ter cr 
so me form s po sit ivc ly hosti le to h igh art; rid 
intellectual and aesth etic lumber and ca r ryir 
romantic ists of the n ineteenth ecntury found a 
imagi nation, w h ic h by neglect or proh ibition , 
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1C darkness of remem bered poverty 
nco nquercd fear and gloom 
mplacency 

It a nd boneless 
1 , brash and 

e remember se renity and ma tu ri ty 
eritage a nd humour 
r 
but of 

.cmbercd beauty 
elusion 
ss 
Ian knows no t th is joy 
ithou t he kno ws its lack 

K. W. GOODING 

Two Theories of
 
Non-Representational Art
 

As a n exhib ito r in the recen t Monash Art Exhi bi tion, I was kee n to 
obse rve th e reacti on s a nd co m ments made by stu de nt viewers. Genera lly I 
was a mazed a t a n int ol er ent atti t ude to th e mo re mod ernist works, and a 
nesc ience summa ri ly shown in as k ing the fo llowing quest ion s. 

I . T he appa rent a bsence of tec hn ique introduces accide nt a nd chance 
into the pai nti ng . so how can it bc a rt? 

2. How ca n the v iewer dete rmine the meaning of the painti ng whcn 
it is devo id of objective symbols? 

3. H ow cloes the artist re la te th e name of the wo rk to th e work itself? 
4 . If th e pai nti ng is non -o bject ive , how can one judge its a rtist ic va lue? 
These q uesti on s a rc u na nswer a bl e by argument si nce they inquire not 

into th e na tur e of no n-representa tiona l art, bu t a rc mea ni ngless assertions 
when placed in thc schema of th is fo rm of art. T hey arc rather li ke the 
student who asks why blan k verse does not rh ym c. 

At the outset , I cla im no unive rsal va lidity for th ese theo r ies, for 
each a rt ist di scovers hi s ow n, but they do co ntain prem ises co mmon to 
most. 

One docs no t need to loo k ha rd to see th a t the bu lk of a rt p rodu ced 
today ca n be considered as "abstract", o r mo re accu ra te ly no n-o bjective or 
non - represen ta ti on al. It is often claimed that this a bsolu te vo lu me of non­
representation al art is merely mimeograph ica l of mo re sig nifica nt a r tists , 
sponso red by th e deva luation of technique ; that is , an art req uir ing least 
" a rt ist ic ta lent " a nd hence pract ical most. 

Firstly th is is no t demonstra tive ly tru e since a successf ul res ult is 
generally more d ifficult to ac hieve tha n a successfu l resu lt in a sty le that 
has te ch n iques a nd norms of j udgment to p rop up a lack o f a bili ty. 
Second ly , eve n th ou gh it may ofte n be rnimeog ra phy , non- represen tati o nal 
art is in the target of severe c ri ticism and appare nt ly untrammelled by it. 
The inert ia it has gained is bu t part of a more general a nd unive rsa l cha nge 
in mu nda ne behaviour an d va lues . 

H ere we find a n explanat ion of the expuls ion of nature, ma n a nd even 
ideas f rom a rt. H ere we can a nswer the person who objects to th e subjec ­
tivcncss o f no n-representationa l art a nd the co nse quent di fficulty in under­
sta nd ing. This sta tement is less of a n ohject ion tha n a truism, for th e 
honest a rt ist w ill answer that there is 110 meani ng a mong the incoha te 
relat io nsh ips of l ine and ma ss, and ma y eve n shepherd hi m furt her a nd 
ag ree that it is not art. 

Non-re presenta tional pa int ing is a n utte r erasure of th e past, a nd is in 
so me fo rm s posit ivcly hostil e to hig h art ; ri ddi ng itself of its inhe r ite d 
in te llec tual and aesthetic lu m ber a nd carryi ng nothi ng fo rward. T he 
ro mantic ists of the n ineteen th ce ntury fo und a vas t realm o f sensa tion a nd 
imagina tion, which by neglect or p roh ib it ion , th e ir p redecessors had left 
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untouched. th e realm whi ch arti sts now co ns ide r is used up. Reaching 
fo rward. the a rtist has in so me mea sure tried to ent er th e realm of the 
subconsc io us ne wl y o pened by th e psych o-an al ysts, but has usually turned 
ba ck beca use o f the inva lidity of surrca lis m for pr ob ing it. The arti st is 
confronted with cl osed doors, he ha s pa inted hi ms elf into a corner. 

Hen ce th e a r t o f the un co nscious, o f accident, o f no- mea n ing. Its 
bes t ex ponents ar e the A ct ion ists w ho repl ac e th e o ld a rt isti c int ention with 
a n act - the act of painti ng wit ho ut pre-conception o r intention. T he 
de c ision is ju st to paint, a bo lish ing the very idea of the " wo rk of a rt" by 
a gesture o n the canva s of repud iat ion ; a repud ia t ion o f va lue, authorita ­
t ive , moral a nd aesthe t ic. There is no choos ing of material , no cen soring 
of sens ib il it y. 

Action painting ha s no vo ice for th e wo rld , it is th e ac t that brings 
it int o existence. th at spea ks. It is the a r t of today, a n art th at spurns the 
int ellectual a nd moral framework up o n wh ich a n age of industrialism and 
revolution is structur ed . 

"Abolitioni st" art as it ha s been named , is at the forefront of non­
representational art. But a sec ond and probably more practiced form of 
non-representational art is wha t could be called " self-genera tive" art , in 
wh ich the subjec t matter is gen erated ou t of it s own medium. It is an art 
that is homogeneous w ith the artist himself and is entirely subjective , 
ret aining o nly aesthetic va lues . The " wor k" is as important as the " act ", 
both ca sting out the object ive and finding a sensua l exc itement in the very 
medium itself. The " ma nifes to" of se lf-ge ne rat ive art is sta ted in Luis 
Fi cto 's de scription of h is processes during th e c reation of a wo rk . 
"A surface I like, I make, I plough ove r. 

I dig down amo ng its root s.
 
I open it up .
 
The surface gr ow s a nd I enco unter it.
 
I stri ke it , I break it. I destro y it.
 
I a m bruised .
 
Som et imes I ca ress it.
 
So me ti mes the light - hopc - suddenly ap pea rs . someti mes nothing.
 
And I go on travelli ng about.
 
Wandering over it - dry, sco rched.
 
Somet imes I co me across wate r.
 
It opens up .
 
I fall into its dark depths.
 
Bott omless.
 
I knock against a v irg in rock.
 
Pure.
 
Space is created.
 
I jump in.
 
I wrest its s ilence from it.
 
I twi st out its mystery
 
And it is born ."
 

Evident is a method and a tt it ude which is ne w, the sum total of which 
is contained within the painti ng itse lf. T his form of non-representational 

K. W. Go oding 

a rt is dec idedly an a ffirma t io n of a rt , as : 
Abolit ion ists . 

In thi s context one ca n readily sec the an 
The first a nd second a re tru ism s a nd not <; 
third. names of non-representational paint ings 
not cognitive . The fourth is a bsurd in refer 
s ince it docs not adhere to art isti c va lues but 
be eva lua ted as can a work . To mak e a va hn 
paint ing is to deny it , a nd is o nly done wh en t 

a rc not reali sed . In ref erence to se lf-gene ral 
new att itude on the part of the observer. to ap 
c ri teria . The obse rver is onl y confronted witl 
behind the painting cannot be di scerned. Th i 
ri sation s ince the boundaries of the catego 
ex tensiv e experience with non-representat ional 
problem because critical concept s in this 1 

de veloped. 
Nevertheless. a more- percepti ve appreci: 

art is a t once possible given the minimum co 
co llec tive ly sta ted in realising tha t thi s form 0 

than itself. 

Pa intings by K. W. Gl 
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K. W. Gooding 

art is decidedly an affirmation of art , as against the negation of the 
Abol it ion ists . 

In this context one can readily sec the answers to the above questions. 
The first and second are truisms and not questions . In answer to the 
third. names of non-representational paintings arc obviously denotative and 
not cognitive. The fourth is absurd in reference to Abolitionist painting 
since it does not adhere to artistic values but is instead an act which cannot 
be evaluated as can a work. To make a value-judgment of an Abolitionist 
painting is to deny it. and is only done when the principles of Abolitionism 
arc not realised . In reference to self-generative art, judgment requires a 
new attitude on the part of the observer. to apply only sensual and aesthetic 
criteria . The observer is only confronted with a problem when the motive 
behind the painting cannot be discerned. This is mainly a fault of catego­
risation since the boundaries of the categories arc not distinct. Even 
extensive experience with non-representational art is unlikely to resolve the 
problem because critical concepts in this area arc not yet adequately 
developed . 

Nevertheless, a more percepti ve apprcciat ion of non-representational 
a rt is at once possible given the minimum concepts stated above, concepts 
collectively stated in realising that this form of art serves no greater themes 
than itself. 

altitude which is new, the slim total of which 
:ing itself. This form of non-representational Paintings by K. W . Gooding 
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Three Poems 
Y. 

Was it long ago 
That you remembered not the wo rds yo u said. 
The words that were not uttered fro m the head. 
But seemed stra ight fro m the heart. 
So singed were the y in passion's fire 
That your entire noble frame did tremble vio lently, 
And shake. 

And shall you secondly den y 
T hat when our two hearts met 
Your's shivered like the stri ng upon 
A sensuous vio lin, 
An d a ll your thou ght s turned pleasa ntly to sin. 

And thirdly, da rl ing, sha ll you say 
You never did repeat : 

"Y ou a re the essence of my life . 
For without you, I die . 
And you arc all that matters, sweet!" 

You don 't remember? Try! 
II. 

As earth cr ies out fo r rain . 
I cr y out for thee. 
T he earth needs ra in to live: 
I need thy voice, thy presence, and thy hear t. 
I stay reflective 
And depressed witho ut them . 

The earth cries out for rain
 
In time of drought.
 
Uncerta in as I am
 
I have no doubt conc erning what 1 cra ve.
 
It is not rain . nor food, nor sleep.
 
Nor is it food for thought or intellect 1 lack .
 
All these I have the means to get.
 
What I regret
 
Is that I ca nno t see into you r mi nd,
 
Into your hea rt ! and more, into your soul.
 

III. 
All Heavenly powers' 
Uproot and drive awa y the creeping vines of doubt 
That do my mind inhibit ; 
That use as nourishm ent the last weak 

Halyna Nytczenko 

Trace of tru st ; 
That suck at hop e as roots of wheat 
Do suck at dr y, cracked earth in tirr 
O. purge my mind of doubti ng thou 
That turn those good to evil. 

For I believe.
 
T hat if I cannot tru st in whom I lov
 
Then in thi s life I lay no tru st.
 
This life prepa re to leave.
 

IA N MULLEN 

After Mar 
" What ima ges retu rn 
o my daugh ter. " 

What sounds laughing. what feelings forgo tten, \l 

Come rushing in to me 
With the tramp of marching feet and the tap 
What wond crous visions 
Upon the waves. 

What is thi s knowledge which is mine ? 
T he cha nted psalm , longed for 
It is life 
T he remote mumble of the churches 
It is life 
T he honest fear upo n si len t stones 
It is life. 

That singing among the trees 
Composed of idle chatter 
Hiding the lost 
Here ar e the thought s 
T hat a rc life 
We have yet to cipher. 

The myst ic words 
That only the innoce nt may know 
What silen t pools return 
Arc r ippled by the winds 
From across the washing sea 
Ob scuring 
Rewriting 
Forgotten sto ries . . , 
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Trace of trust ;
 
That suck at hope as roots of wheat
 
Do suck at dr y, cracked earth in time s of drought ;
 
O. purge my m ind of doubting th ou gh ts 
T ha t turn those good to ev il. 

For 1 beli eve.
 
That if I ca nnot tru st in who m [ love
 
Then in th is lif e I la y no trust.
 
T h is life prepare to lea ve .
 

IAN MULLENS 

After Marina 
"What images ret urn 
o my daughter ." 

Wha t so unds lau gh ing. wha t feeli ngs for gotten. wha t bitter memories 
Come rushi ng in to me 
Wi th th e tramp of march ing feet an d the tap of ot her fee t 
Wh at wondero us visio ns 
Upo n the waves. 

Wh at is th is knowl edg e wh ich is mi nc? 
The cha nte d psalm , longed for 
It is lif e 
T he remot e mumble of the churches 
It is lif e 
The honest fear up on silent stones 
It is life. 

That s ing ing a mo ng the tre es 
Composed of idle ch at ter 
Hidi ng the lost 
He re a rc th e th ou ghts 
That a rc life 
We ha ve yet to cip her. 

T he mys tic wo rds 
T hat o nly thc in nocent ma y know 
Wh at s ilent pools retu rn 
A rc rip pled by the winds 
Fro m ac ross th e wa shing sea 
Ob scuri ng 
Re wr it ing 
Forgotten sto r ies . .. 
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The greatness of his first poet. Dylan Th 
nature. the fresh grandurc in expressing this d 

Holroyd: a challenge!
 
" Uut I saw 
Too far into the sea : where every maw 
The greater on th e less feeds ever more : 
But I saw too di stinct into the core 
Of an eternal fierce destruction. 
And so from happiness I far was gone . 
St ill am 1 sick of it. " 

This quotation from Keats is not included in Stuart Holroyd's first 
book "Emergence from Chaos". yet the feeling in these lines establishes 
the chaos that Holroyd attacks the chaos of our da y that results from our 
preference of ph ysical security and our shrinking from the intensity of thc 
spirit. The hook is divided into two pa rts. The first section is general and 
deal s with the essential needs of man and his dependence on religion to 
satisfy the se needs . T he second section deals with the personal reactions 
of six poet s to the se needs, and the relative success of their solutions. The 
book as a whole is an ultimate plea for the recrea tio n of a religious standa rd 
of values. 

Holroyd 's book revol ves around the chaos of our age. resulting from 
the spiritual desolation . This spiritual desolation is reflected in man 's 
indifference to religion . and the sub stitutes that replace religion in his life. 
" Religio n" IS the most interesting word in the book and Holroyd uses it in 
its widest possible sense as man 's endeavour to overcome the chaos within 
himself. Holroyd ma intains that chaos is only overcome by spiritual 
experience: that is, by the projection of the mind after an inner struggle 
with an aspiration towards th e higher things of life. He divides man into 
two levels . (a) The animal life that satisfies all his biological needs. (b) 
The higher mental life where man rises above his biological needs in an 
effort to reach meaning into his own existence, A study of the poets in the 
second section relates their con scious reflection on the highest needs of man 
and Holroyd's evaluation of the extent and worth of their reflections. He 
stresses the importance of the higher mental life and investigates the needs 
that constitute it. The needs basic to all humanity are : (a) An explanation 
of the purpose of life . (b) man's purpose is exempt from the observed 
transience of other forms of natural Iife . (c) an ideal to worship and to 
strive for. 

This aspiration of man towards the more than human existence is the 
fruit of the idea of religion. and const it utcs the fundamental religious 
impulse which, when realised . renders the an imal level of life less mean­
ingful. The cry of the book is always 10 the individual to realise the 
essential needs of life for himself. to satisfy his own mind with a nswers 
that can only emerge after an inner battle has been fought , to transcend the 
social, political and scient ific level and experience the spiritual level that 
points to a higher potential level of human existence. 

identity with nature and the opportunity to pa 
his imag es around these central moods and fcc 

"And the mystery 
Sang alive 
Still in the water and the singing birds." 

This absorption with the phenomenon of life 
the religion of the instinctive life. is unconccrr 
and thus offers no positive solut ion to manl 
needs . 

Walt Whitman tried . through poetry, to 
universe. Whitman presented the youthful v 
America in its first stages of development. 

"T ho u. thou. the Ideal man, 
Fair. able. beautiful. content. loving . 
Complete in body and dilate in sp ir it, 
Be thou my God." 

. a view only po ssible to a man bl ind 1 
untroubled by metaphysical issues. While Wh 
in his own eyes, he neglects man's responsib 

W. B. Yeats was essentially a poet of the 
his intrinsic poetic value. his writings arc n 
in a continual process of development as he 
truth . His conclusion at the end of his life' 
but never know if ' . He believed that "Fa itf 
of the human intellect . the only gift man can 
it must be offered in sinc erity". Yet he hirnsc 
for his poetical qualities depended on conflic 
ruin his poetry . 

Then comes Arthur Rirnbaud, who folio 
" in every man there are two simultaneous alle] 
to Satan" . In seeking God he climbed higher 
in claiming Satan he descended to animality. 
of human life he tried to transcend the hum 
vision of ultimate reality , to create the direct n 
and the emotional experience. An instance 
convert the pot ential reality of Hell into an a 

Rilke leads man back into himself by the 
into an inner realit y and by the rejection 0 

away from thc infinite . His sensib ility rise: 
ideals and in particular moments gives life me: 
God depends on mutual love . Hi s love for 
sol ita ry communion with God can exist am 
experience. 

Lastly Eliot , and his belief that it is up tc 
redeem the time". El iot was conscious of tlu 
in time he ordered his own life and turne 



--- - - - -
K EI TH E. DO NOVA N 

f: a challenge! 
eve ry ma w 
s ever more ; 
he core 
ion. 
I' was go ne. 

.ca ts is not included in St ua r t Holro yd 's fir st 
lOS", ye t th e feeling in these li nes establ ish es 
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esting word in th e boo k a nd Holroyd uses it in 
ma n's ende avo ur to o ve rco me the chaos within 
IS th at chaos is o n ly ov er co me by sp iri tual 
pro jecti on of the mi nd a fte r a n inner st ruggle 
Ihe hi gh er th in gs o f l ife . He d iv ides m an in to 
life that sa ti sfies a ll hi s bi o log ica l needs. (b) 

rc man ri ses above h is biolog ica l needs in a n 
h is own exist en ce. A study of the poet s in the 

.o nsc io us reflect io n on th e h igh est needs of man 
th e ex te nt a nd worth o f th e ir re flections. H e 

Ie h igh er mental Iifc a nd inves t igates the needs 
s basic to a ll human it y a rc: (a) A n explanation 

man 's pur pose is exem pt from the obse rved 
)f na tu ra l l ife , (c) an ideal to wors h ip a nd to 

towards th e mor e th an human ex iste nce is th e 
on. a nd canst it lites th e funda menta l relig ious 
sd , re nders the an imal level of lif e less me an­
ok is always to th e ind ivi d ua l to realise the 
rirnscl f'. to sa t isfy h is ow n m ind wi th a nsw e rs 
n inne r battle has been fought , to tr an scend t he 
ic level and exper ie nce th e spiri tua l le vel that 

level of hu ma n existence . 
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The grea tness o f h is first poet , Dylan Tho mas. l ies in hi s del ight in 
natu re , the f res h grandure in exp ress ing thi s de light, a nd in th e fe el in g of 
ident it y wi th na tu re a nd the opportun ity to partic ipate in it. H e devel ops 
hi s im ages a ro und th ese ce ntra l moods and feelings , . . 

"And th e myste ry 
Sa ng ali ve 
Sti ll in the wa ter an d th e s ingi ng b ird s." 

Th is a bsorpt io n w ith the ph eno men o n of life is a lso hi s limitation . It is 
th e re l ig io n o f th e ins t inc tive life , is unco ncern ed w ith metaph ysical iss ues , 
a nd thu s offers no po sit ive so lution to ma nki nd 's, o r to o ne's personal 
ne ed s . 

Walt Wh itm a n tr ied . th rough poetr y , to m irror the perfecti on of the 
uni verse . Wh itman pr esented th e yo uthful vigo ur of th e natural li fe of 
Ame r ica in its first stages o f devel opment. Man was hi s God ­

"Thou. thou. the Id eal man . 
Fai r. ab le. beaut iful , co nte n t, lo vi ng , 
Com plet e in bod y a nd d ila te in sp ir it. 
tie thou m y God ." 

. a vi ew o nly possible to a man bl ind to man's im pe rfectio ns , an d 
untro ubled by metaphysical issu es . While Wh itm an 's poetry enl arges man 
in h is own eyes, he neg lec ts man's re sponsibility as a human being . 

W . B. Yeat s was essentia lly a poet of th e human spi r it. A pa r t fr om 
his intrin sic po eti c val ue. hi s w riti ngs arc th e record of a sp ir itua l life 
in a co nt in ua l p ro cess of devel opment as he stru ggled to find a livable 
tru th . H is co ncl usi o n at the end of h is li fe was " M a n can embody t ruth 
but nev er kno w if'. H e bel ieved t ha t " Fa it h is the highest achievement 
o f the human inte llect. the onl y g if t man ca n mak e to God, and th er efore 
it m ust be ofTered in si ncer ity" , Yet he h im self ne ver held a s ince re faith , 
fo r h is poet ical qualit ies depended o n co nflict a nd he fea red faith would 
ru in hi s poetry. 

T he n comes A rthur Ri rnbaud, w ho foll o wed Baudelaire 's bel ief that 
" in every man th ere arc two si m ulta neous a llego ries, o ne to G od , the o the r 
to Sa ta n" . In seek ing G od he cl im be d hi ghe r a nd ex pe r ienced sp iritual ity. 
in clai m ing Sa ta n he de scended to a n ima lity . Dissat isfied with th e limits 
of hu man l ife he tr ied to tr a nscend th e h uman a nd force himself into a 
v is io n of ultimate realit y, to create th e di rect relat io nsh ip between the word 
a nd th e emot io na l experi en ce. A n insta nc e o f this was hi s efforts to 
co nvert the potential real ity of Hell into a n actuali ty. 

R ilk e lead s m an back into h im self by the tran sformat ion of th e eter na l 
into a n inn er rea li ty a nd by the rejecti on of experience s tha t take him 
away fro m th e infin ite . Hi s se ns ibi lity r ises sig n ifica nt ly above human 
ideals a nd in part icula r moments gives life meaning. Hi s relati onship with 
God depends o n m utu al lo ve. H is lo ve for God is pa ssionate a nd o nly 
so l ita ry co m m union with God can ex is t a mi dst hi s po werful sub ject ive 
exper ie nce, 

Lastl y E lio t, a nd hi s beli ef that it is up to the practi s ing Chr isti a n " to 
redeem th e time". E lio t was conscious of the chaot ic stat e o f th e world ; 
in t im e he o rde red h is own l ife and turned to re lig io us doctrine and 
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religion as the instruments of social cohesion and cultural survival. Eliot 
looked at the world, found its character inexplicable by any non-religious 
theory; among religions he finds Christianity and Catholic Christianity 
account most satisfactory for the world and for his inner, personal struggle. 
This by powerful and concurrent reasons binds and commits him to the 
dogma of the Incarnation. To the unbeliever this method may seem 
di singenuous and perverse: for the unbeliever is, as a rule. not so greatly 
troubled to explain the world to himself, nor so greatly distressed by its 
d isorder, nor is he generally concerned to "preserve values". Eliot has 
made a large contribution to the world, undeveloped but comprehensive, 
a responsibility to the conscious men of all ages to come, namely to form 
the future. 

"These are only hints and guesses. 
Hints followed by guesses; and the rest 
Is prayer, ob servance, discipline, thought and action, " 

These six poets are isolated artists but carefully selected representatives 
of mankind. They are men of different psychological constitutions, suscep­
tible in various and varying degrees to the forces and problems which frame 
the life of man - and yet they are artists within the one scheme . The 
chaos of our age has not developed to the full, it has yet to reach its 
degenerate and corrupt peak. The poets Holroyd considers, Eliot apart , 
are individualists. Their solutions are indiv idual yet range fr om the 
chaotic to the inadequate for the world at large . Eliot in h is poetry claim s 
the individual realisat ion not merely for him self as the others do, but as 
part of a social whole. We are fortunate insofar as we inherit their 
experience. We neglect it at our own cost. We can make use of their 
experience and establish our own truth , and even if Eliot 's solution is some­
thing the individual docs not accept we must not lose sight of the benefit s 
of his teaching. 

JOHN SULLIVAN 

Seacide 
I seek the sea 's dark greenness 
Lying down in the drowsy grim depth. 
Slower and lower I fall . Down 
Where earth light and sea murk meet 
In torched, fretting absurdities of secret fish 
That pity me, as a cripple watching 
A deaf blind corpse. They grope 
On their way with a 
Peasant crossed prayer 

PETER SMART 

Red Landscape 
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PETER SMART 

Wish You Were Here,
 
Mum
 

Dear Mum, 
I am taking my pen to hand just to drop you a quick line and let 

you know how we have all been getting on up here in Sydney. We are 
all well though little Clive did get a touch of the car-sickness on the 
way up. Just after we left the Dog On Thc tucker-box it was which is not 
all it is made out to be either because I'd got the impression it would be a 
lot bigger. 

It was a real strain in the car what with Clive, Gloria , Granpa Wilson, 
Jim and yours truly all jammed in with the luggage and everything. 
thought the poor old tin lizzie was going to blow her boiler a couple of 
times and Gloria and Clive almost came to blows at Albury. Anyway 
that's all over now though I'm not exactly looking forward to the trip 
home, since Jim's been in a real mood the whole time. 

Ron and Molly were very pleased to see us and Molly is the happy 
soul she always was though she's a bit broad across the beam these days. 
We've had some real good talks about the old times, you may be sure. 
I can't help feeling though (I've always been a worrier , I know , Mum) 
that we're putting them out of their beds and eating them out of house 
and home. Gloria seems to have latched on to a nice young chap who 
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lives next door. Clive broke the door on their crystal cabinet and I feel 
terrible because Molly insists that I shouldn't pay for it. 

We all went up to the Cross on Saturday night. You 've no idea, Mum, 
There are some real types up there. Jim upset me a bit by having a go 
at a bloke he reckoned was a bit of a pansy. The policeman was very 
nice about it when Ron explained the situation and we managed to clear 
things up in the end. 

We had tea at a posh cafe. Little CI ivc made us all look like dills and 
I've never been so embarrassed in all my life, What happened was 1 had 
some oysters (you know how I'm partial to the odd oyster) and Clive 
would insist on having one, Well , of course, he spat it straight out and 
for a minute we thought he was going to have an accident. His father 
gave him a decent clout for it you may be sure and he started to bawl but 
quietened down when we got him an ice-cream and flavouring . I was a bit 
frightened in case Jim started a blue because the waiter was a German or 
an Italian or something and you know how Jim feels about the New 
Aussies taking our jobs and everything and jabbering like monkeys as he 
puts it. 1 had to pour oil on the troubled waters and in the end 1 managed 
to smooth things out. Jim said that tipping was a lot of New Australian 
nonsense (and knowing Jim you may be sure he didn't say nonsense either) 
but I felt we ought to do the right thing and I left a two bob bit under 
my plate because he seemed a nice chap, Gloria was quite taken with him , 

Gloria went off to the flicks with a nice chap she had met earlier 
on when we were having a look-see at Bondi , Jim had a bit of a set on him 
because he had a pair of those purple drain-stove trousers on but never 
judge by appearances is what 1 always say and Gloria seems to have her 
head screwed on the right way these days. She's sown her wild oats now 
and learnt her lesson, I'm sure. She wouldn't let us down again after all 
the trouble we had with the last business, 

The rest of us went out to do the town . Jim gal my back lip by 
wanting to go and have a look at this Liverpool Lane place about which 
I've heard some very bad reports , He'd had a drop too much to drink 
and told a couple of his blue jokes in front of Molly which got on my 
goat. Ron persuaded him that it wouldn't be for the best and in the end 
he gave the idea away but I could have killed him the way he was carry­
ing on, We had a real good look in all the shops you may be sure but 
Granpa got a nasty knock on the leg from a bus (1 think he was having 
a bit of a look at a sort on the other side of the street) and even after we 
found his teeth for him he was still pretty shaken up, so we thought we'd 
better call it a day and toddle ofT home, 

Ron and Jim got stuck into the booze and Molly and I had a couple 
of shandies to keep them company and by the time Gloria and her young 
man got home we were all feeling pretty merry and having a real good 
old-time sing-song, They'd been to see that Elvis the Pelvis and we all 
had a real good feed out of the box of chocs he'd bought her. All in all 
we'd had a lovely day, as you've probably gathered, 

On the Sunday morning we went up to the Gap which is the place 
where they do away with themselves. I got such a funny feeling up there, 

Peter Smart 

M urn. All of :I sudden I thought about that 
poor Myrtle McSplun who was trampled to de: 
you may remember. Jim was feeling a bit off 
1 think) and he was on Clive's back the whole 
beggar's head off every time he put a foot wro r 
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'ou've probably gathered. 
19 we went up to the Gap which is the place 
iemselvcs. I got such a funny feeling up there, 

Mum. All of :t sudde n I thought about that old school chum of mine, 
poor Myrtle McSplun who was trampled to death by the baker's horse, as 
you may remember. J im was feeling a bit ofI (he was feel ing the effects, 
I think) and he was on Clive's back the whole time, biting the poor little 
beggar's head 01T ever y tim e he put a Ioot wrong. I thought he was going 
to have a fit when Clive got under the safety fence but the policeman who 
got him back was ver y nice about the whole thing and Jim had to leave 
it go a t that. Gloria met up with a very nice young lad . 

Then we all piled into the car and set off for Whale Beach. We took 
a picnic lunch wi th us so we were able to have a good meal on the grass. 
It was a muggy sort of a day a nd the kids and the menfolk all went in for 
a swim. I almost had one of my turns because Clive floated right out 
on that rubber surf thing that Father Christmas bought him but the life­
saver was very decent about the whole thing. Gloria met a very nice young 
chap and we didn 't sec hide nor hair of her all day which got Jim a bit 
annoyed . 

Well , Mum , will ha ve to dose now as I can hear Molly putting the tea 
on. Clive's as red as a beetroot , he got a touch of the sun I'm afraid, and 
I've had to put him to bed . Grandpa says his back is giving him a twinge 
or two and somehow or other Gloria 's got a nasty rash on her back. Apart 
from that we're all pretty fit though we miss our Melbourne Telly, of course. 
Jim is talking about setting off home tomorrow as he reckons he's sick of 
it up here but r11 try to get him to last out the week as we originally 
planned. Ah , well, perhaps it's all for the best, Hoping you are all well 
down there in good old Melbourne , 

Your lo ving daughter , 
GERTRUDE. 
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