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Survey tests perceptions of
women's studies

Most women'’s studies students
see their course as having a
direct link to their career plans,
according to new Monash
research.
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A Monash academic has joined

his international colleagues in

creating a virtual laboratory for
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Ham olding for shnn
story author
A Monash student has won a
short story award — with a piece
he wrote in just four days.
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Boost for public health

Professor Christopher Silagy: Looking for
creative solutions in public health.

By Davib BRUCE

A core group of leading
Victorian public health research
organisations is harnessing the
power of its combined skills in
research, education and policy
to drive the development of
health care in Australia.

The new Monash Institute of Public
Health and Health Services Research,
jointly  established by Monash
University and the Southern Health
Care Network, will draw together five
major hospitals, six community health
centres, numerous general practices as
well as Monash over an area populated
by more than one million people.

The institute, which will be located
at the Monash Medical Centre in

Clayton, aims to link a number of
organisations with complementary
strengths, skills and expertise to
create an environment where leading
public health researchers can
exchange ideas and share facilities.

“1 hope we can drive the
agenda on public }lealth,
and health services
research, in Australia well
into the 21st century.”

One of Australia’s leading
public health researchers, Professor
Christopher  Silagy, has been

appointed director of the new
institute. Formerly head of the

By Corey NAsSSAU

While English is sometimes
referred to as the global
language, it appears the lan-
guage of music is more than
qualified to join its ranks.
Monash University senior lect-
urer Andre de Quadros recently
had the honour of conducting
the Moscow Radio Symphony

Music has no borders

Orchestra as part of its ‘Music has no
borders’ series.

The one-night performance, which
was broadcast internationally by
Radio Russia, is likely to be followed
by a CD release jointly sponsored
by the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade and MonashUniversity.

Mr de Quadros said few acade-
mics had had the opportunity to work
with a major European orchestra of
this calibre.

Photo by Rhonda Joyce

“One of the most exciting things
about conducting overseas is getting
the chance to work with an orchestra
where a communication barrier
exists with the spoken word but not
with the music,” he said.

Mr de Quadros has also cond-
ucted chamber, string and symph-
ony orchestras and choirs in India,
Belgium, the UK, Scandinavia,
Canada, the US, Germany and
Indonesia.

FROM THE CAMPUSES

Department of Evidence-Based Care
and General Practice at Flinders
Medical Centre in South Australia,
he took up his appointment at the
institute this month.

According to Professor Silagy, the
organisation and delivery of public
health care both in Australia
and internationally is undergoing
rapid change.

“Increasingly, we are being made
aware that we live in an environment
where both the demands for health
care and the costs of health care are
increasing. More and more, the
emphasis is being placed on keeping
the population healthy and minimising
the risk and harm caused by illness,
accidents or lifestyle,” he said.

“In addition, our large hospitals are
being seen as short-stay, high-technol-
ogy facilities, where patients spend
the minimum time before having the
remainder of their care delivered
in general practices or community
health centres. We need to develop
effective and efficient ways of provid-
ing high-quality services in such
an environment.

“There is a great need for national
debate and creative solutions to these
issues. The establishment of the insti-
tute will create a critical mass of intel-
lect and expertise from a broad range
of public health and health service
researchers. I hope we can drive the
agenda on public health, and health
services research, in Australia well
into the 21st century.”

As well, the institute will play a key
role in the development of undergrad-
uate and postgraduate medical
programs at Monash University and
internationally. It will also provide
advice to governments on public
health and health services policy.
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Agfa-Monash in
new partnership

Monash University has signed an
agreement with Agfa-Gevaert which
will see the university become an inter-
national training centre for radiography.

Under a deal signed last month, the
company will provide state-of-the-art
equipment, including Agfa-developed
technology, to Monash’s Radiography
and Medical Imaging department
to equip it as a training and evalua-
tion centre.

The agreement also involves the
joint creation of a training course to be
delivered by Monash.

As well, Agfa will offer scholarships
and take part in joint marketing activi-
ties to promote the Monash programs
in Australia and internationally.

The Belgium-based Agfa-Gevaert
Group is a major manufacturer of
imaging products and systems with
annual sales of $5 billion.

Monash wins Telstra
training deal

Monash University has won a tender
to provide short courses for Telstra
staff this year.

The Centre for Telecommunication
and Information Engineering, in the
Engineering faculty, will run the
courses in Sydney and Melbourne.

They will cover subjects ranging
from data communications to Internet
technology.

BRIEFS

SummerisIT

Sixty Year 11 students gave up the
beach last month to take part in the
Monash IT summer school at the
Clayton campus.

The students tackled projects rang-
ing from improving the Met system
and building web pages to designing
interactive houses and playing the
stock-market.

Unisys Australia is contributing
$200,000 over four years to the pro-
gram, which is being run by Monash’s
Faculty of Information Technology.

The dean of Information Technology,
Professor John Rosenberg, who attend-
ed via video conference from Israel, said
taking up studies in IT was a student’s
ticket to “an international career”.

Unisys believes the Monash sum-
mer school provides IT professionals of
the future with an ideal opportunity to
begin early training in the industry.

Mekong conference
planned

Academics, politicians and senior
bureaucrats from several nations
will head to Canberra on 22 February
for a conference on Asia’s Mekong
River region.

The Mekong Perspectives Confe-
rence has been organised by the
Australian Mekong Research Network,
a joint initiative of Monash and the
Australian National University.

For more details, see the network’s
website at www.monash.edu.au/mai/
mekong/mekong.htm

around water this summer.

Get ready to take the plunge

Sink or swim - that’s the message of the State Government

You’re never too young to take the plunge, as this little swimmer, caught
on camera recently at the Doug Ellis pool, is happy to demonstrate.

And tying in with the government’s water safety campaign, the Monash
University Sports and Recreation Association is continuing its successful
Learn to Swim program over the summer months.

Swimming lessons are being held at the Doug Ellis Swimming Pool at the
Clayton campus for children and adults of all abilities.

For more information, contact the swimming pool on (03) 9905 4113 or
check the website at www.monash.edu.au/sra
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Study shows
career link

By Josie GIBSON

Most students who enrol for
women’s studies courses see
them as having a direct link
to their career plans, according to
new Monash University research.

And most of those questioned indi-
cated that they would prefer main-
stream employment to jobs in areas
such as women'’s organisations.

The pilot survey of students
enrolling in women’s studies programs
at Monash, Deakin and Otago univer-
sities was conducted by Dr Denise
Cuthbert and Dr Maryanne Dever
from Monash’s Centre for Women’s
Studies and Gender Research.

According to Dr Dever, the survey
findings help dispel some of the myths
about women'’s studies and perceptions
of employability.

“We wanted to learn whether stu-
dents viewed their enrolment in
vocational terms and how directly they
perceived the skills and knowledge
gained through women’s studies as
relating to their career plans,” she said.

The survey found that while most
students enrolled out of personal
interest and an interest in women’s
and gender issues, most perceived
some link to career plans. A majority
also placed significant emphasis
on the transformative element of
women’s studies, pointing to its role in
developing personal qualities such
as self-confidence.

For Dr Cuthbert and Dr Dever, this
was one of the survey’s most interest-
ing findings.

“It confirms our belief that women’s
studies helps students develop those
allimportant transferable skills like
confidence, communication and inter-
action,” they said. “Research in
Australia and overseas suggests that
these skills often play a bigger role in
determining graduates’ employment
success than the knowledge gained
through their majors.”

The survey is the first phase of a
longer-term project looking at women’s
studies, career plans and aspirations.

The next stage involves survey-
ing and interviewing career counsel-
lors, personnel managers and
recruitment officers to determine
levels' of awareness and acceptance
of women’s studies.

“Some students indicated that they
expected to meet varying degrees of
ignorance and hostility in the recruit-
ing process,” Dr Cuthbert and
Dr Dever said. “So we need to find
out more about what happens to our
graduates in the process.”

The project has sparked interest
internationally. The researchers have
already contributed to journals and
books in Canada and the US and this
semester will present papers in Europe
and Hong Kong.

“The international interest is very
timely because we're adding an inter-
national comparative strand to the
research in 1999,” they said.

Rescue response times
cut in pilot program

Response times to cardiac
arrest patients have been cut by
about two minutes in the first
three months of a pilot program
involving Melbourne fire and
ambulance services.

The six-month ‘first responder’ pilot
program, introduced last July by the
Metropolitan Fire and Emergency
Services Board and the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service, involves the
simultaneous dispatch of paramedics
and specially trained firefighters
to cases of suspected cardiac arrest
in Melbourne’s eastern and south-
eastern suburbs.

Monash University’s Department
of Epidemiology and Preventive
Medicine, which has been assigned to
assess the program, will now submit an
evaluation of the pilot program to a
steering committee, appointed by the
Victorian Health Minister, Mr Rob
Knowles, to oversee the project.

Professor John McNeil, of the
Epidemiology department, said fire-
fighters trained in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR), oxygen therapy
and semi-automatic external cardiac
defibrillation responded along with
ambulance to 149 cases of suspected
cardiac arrest in the first three months
of the pilot program. Defibrillation
aims to restore a regular heartbeat in
patients who suffer cardiac arrest.

Firefighters were first on the scene
in 53 per cent (79) of the cases, with

ambulance paramedics arriving first or
simultaneously in 70 cases. Professor
McNeil said the two organisations
were working well together.

“In the first three months, firefight-
ers were not required to defibrillate a
patient; however, they provided oxygen
therapy to 30 per cent of the patients,
and in 17 per cent of cases they provid-
ed oxygen therapy and CPR, plus car-
diac monitoring with the defibrillator,”
he said.

“As a result, the condition of a num-

ber of patients improved, and follow-up -

is progressing to determine whether
there has been any resulting improve-
ment in health outcome.”

Early results of the study have
revealed that delays in summoning
emergency services to collapsed
patients are relatively common.

“This emphasises the importance of
the first steps in.the Chain of Survival
(early access to ambulance via 000 and
early CPR) to give patients the best
chance of surviving cardiac arrest,”
Professor McNeil said.

He said it was too early and the
numbers were too small to draw any
significant conclusions. “However, the
interim results do suggest people are

not identifying the heart attack quickly

enough and are not accessing 000
quickly enough for the medical help to
arrive in time to be effective.”

By FioNA PERRY

Monash debaters Meg
O’Sullivan and Andrew
Phillips were uncharacteristi-
cally silent when they were
declared winners of the recent
19th World Universities
Debating Championships.

According to Phillips, the pair
couldn’t believe they had won.

“Due to the enormity of the
event, you tend to lose your sense of
objectivity, so we really didn’t think
we’'d won, particularly as we were
arguing against our own personal
viewpoints in the grand final,” he
said. “When the results were given,
we were in a state of disbelief for
some time.”

(O’Sullivan and Phillips crushed
teams from Oxford University and
the University of Sydney in the
grand final of the prestigious event,
held last month in Manila.

It is the first time Monash
University — or any Victorian univer-
sity — has won the world title.

Competing against a field of 200
teams from 100 universities in 40
countries, the Monash duo fought
their way through nine rounds of
preliminary debates and three finals
to reach the grand final.

They had only 15 minutes to
prepare a debate against the motion
“That this house believes that
Netanyahu is the enemy of the
peace process”.

‘The hour-long debate, televised
live in the Philippines, was opened
by President Joseph Estrada.

At a presentation ceremony, the
Monash duo was presented with a
three-foot carved wooden statue by
| the Philippine Opposition Leader.

Monash wins world debating title

Savouring victory: Meg O’Sullivan and Andrew Phillips with their world championship
trophy. The Monash duo defeated teams from Oxford University and the University of Sydney
to take the title, the first time Monash — or anty Victorian university — has won the event.

The victory was doubly sweet for
Meg O’Sullivan, who had never
debated competitively before and had
only taken up debating three years
ago when she began her studies
at Monash.

“Before the final we were both
really nervous, but there was an amaz-
ing sense of calm that descended on us
about 20 minutes before the motion
was released,” she said.

“It was enjoyable ultimately, and we
felt that we’d done a lot of hard work to
get to the grand final. It was a real
honour to be speaking in front of all our
peers and a couple of hundred people
from the international community.”

Andrew Phillips was a member of
a Monash team which won the
prestigious Edinburgh Intervarsity
Tournament last year and reached
the semifinals of the 1998 world
championships.

In true Monash Debating Club
style, the pair is keen to share their
world championship experiences with

the younger, less experienced
members of the club when it
resumes this year.

According to O’Sullivan, she
and Phillips partly owe their suc-
cess to the atmosphere of “love and
nurturing” that exists in the club.

“The club runs an extensive
training program, where the
emphasis is on having fun and
learning, not on winning,” she said.
“Experienced and non-experienced
debaters are paired up so that
younger debaters can learn from
their peers.”

Monash has a strong debating
tradition, with teams reaching the
finals of the world championships
for the past four years and winning
the Australasian titles over three
consecutive years.

" Phillips said the Monash team
would defend their world champi-
onship title next year, “purely for
the joy of debating”.

Photo by Elizabeth Dias
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‘Music history in the making -
the Indonesian connection

becomeasmuchahnsmmsymbolas
a rare and important collection of
musical instruments,” said Professor
Kartomi, a researcher in Monash’s
Music department, where the myste-
since 1977.

“There are many gamelans in
existence in areas practising

Monah,butﬂmecmehnmgulis
the only one of its kind in the world
that we know about. It is both a
monument to Indonesia’s heroic
and revolutionary fight for inde-
_pendence during the 1920s and
up until the end of 1949 and a
potent symbol of the friendship

forged between Indonesiaﬁs and

Australians at the time.”

As a result of Professor Kartomi’s

work, the Music department has
secured funding from the Australia-
Indonesia Institute, Department of

to conserve and exhibit the 70-year-
_oldGamelaangul.

Inwhatzed!s&elwi&ﬁra

movie, the story of the Gamelan Digul V

began in 1977, when the Museum of
Victoria called upon Professor

Kartomi to identify the unusual collec:

tion of handmade musical instru-
'mansbmdhﬂsbmnat

Anotedmmabgistand'
specialist,

Professor
Kartomxsmdsbemmerfmtdyremg—
nised the 19 pieces as part of a tradi-
tional Javanese gamelan, and agreed .
for it to be transferred into her care.
the - simplicity and ingenuity of its
design and construction from

makeshift materials, which were

unlike anything she had seen before.

The instruments were set in an
assorted range of timber frames and
sound boxes — some made from dis-

bearing locks and hinges which are
still visible today. Most of the instru-
ments, such as gongs and drums,

were made from cast iron food bowls, -
each skilfully beaten and tuned to

a network of ex-Digulist prisoners
Kartomi traced the gamelan to the
the upper reaches of the Digul River in

central New Guinea in the then Dutch-

Professor Kartomi estimates the

prisoners built the gamelan over a 10-

: mﬁhpemdmﬂer&eammd

served as a unifying
: sylﬁbcl and was
probébly their only
real source of comfort
and ‘escape’.

The gamelan, she believed, served

as a unifying symbol of the prisoners’

national pride and was probably their

= onlymﬂmdaﬁnand ‘escape’.

Despite the gamelans fragility,
Professor Kartomi said, the sound and
stability of most of the instruments
were remarkably good after 70 years,
reflecting the skill and care of
cians. Surprisingly, while no two
gamelans are tuned exactly alike, its
pitch closely resembles that of
Monash’s own gamelan.

‘Through her investigations,
Professor Kartomi found the Gamelan

Digul had arrived, safely packed, in
 Australia in 1942 when the Dutch

Phaoto by Rhonda Joyce.

this country during the Japanese
invasion of Indonesia.

‘were later fransported by train to

Cowra, Australia’s main prisoner-of-war
camp in NSW. At the time, Professor
Kartomi said, the exiled Dutch had
misled ﬂleAnstralm‘ ian Government into
mmepnsonem

However, shesmd,theex-mguhst ‘

prisoners had begun their own politi-
cal campaign. “It started on the train
journey through Sydney to Cowra,

 when some of the prisoners were
- believed to have thrown a letter from
 the window which explained that they
were not pro-Japanese. Somehow,
their letter found its way into the
hands of the Australian Railway

Workers Union,” she said.

v Aﬂumﬂyahmomhs,mepnm'
uswuexelemedfmm(:owmandm .

elled to Melbourne with their gamelan.
“Melbourne’s Indonesian commu-

nity provided support for the political

activities of the former prisoners

~ who, working alongside unionists and

the Communist Party of Australia,

 had become freedom fighters for
Indonesia’s independence,” Professor

Kartomi said.

Some of the gamelan musicians
were housed, at the expense of the
Dutch, in the Indonesia House of the
Hotel Metropole, at the corner of
Bourke and Elizabeth streets, in
Melbourne, where they presented
regular Friday night floor shows of
Javanese gamelan music, dance
and theatre.

After Indonesia achieved indepen-
dence in 1945, some of the Digul play-
ers returned home, but they left the
gamelan behind.

Professor Kartomi said there were
still many unanswered questions
about the Gamelan Digul,

“Until we uncover more of the
clues, we can only suggest thatxt was
a way of keeping the p S occu-

: nedsweﬂ&ammefkeepﬁrgﬂie

Dutchentemined.

Winning ways

By Corey NAssAuU

Monash University postgraduate
student Stephen Lay has won a
major short story award — with a
piece which took him only four
days to write.

Winning the 1998 Herald Sun/Collins
Booksellers Short Story Award has
made him $5000 richer and highlighted
his creative writing talents, but
Stephen’s real passion is his history
research that will take him to England
and Portugal later this year.

When he got his dates mixed up and
realised he only had four days to write
a short story for the competition,
Stephen said he felt “a panic-driven
surge of creativity”.

His winning piece, ‘Power Play in a
Game of Fool’, centres on the scrutiny
placed upon one particular interviewee
by his interviewer and was aimed at
illustrating a human ‘test’ situation.

“Is about having a test that you
have to do and everyone thinking that
you've failed — however, in reality you've
actually understood the nature of the
test and risen above it,” says Stephen.

But while he has discovered
another side to his talents, Stephen

Winning author Stephen Lay.

says his PhD research, which focuses
on aspects of medieval history,
demands most of his time.

“I'm a historian and I've done a lot of
writing, some of which I've had pub-
lished, but my creative writing is really
just a hobby because my research is
very time consuming,” he says.

In July, Stephen heads off to London
to deliver a paper at a medievalist con-
ference, and then he will travel to
Portugal to continue his research.
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