
Interdisciplinary Lightning 
Talks on AI, Digital 
Technologies and the Law
This seminar is jointly organized by Monash Data Futures Institute and Monash Sustainable Development Institute.

Monash Data Futures Institute (MDFI) brings together leading cross-disciplinary expertise, international partnerships and a large affiliate 
network of AI and data science researchers. Using data-driven AI, MDFI focuses on enhancing governance and policy, sustainable 
development and health sciences.

Monash Sustainable Development Institute (MSDI)Monash Sustainable Development Institute (MSDI) brings together the best thinkers and doers from across Monash, academia, 
industry, government and the community in transdisciplinary partnerships to help achieve the United Nations 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER
Dr. Alex Held is the Research Director of the Centre for 
Observation Program in CSIRO’s Astronomy and Space Science 
Unit, and an Associate Professor at the Australian National 
University. 

He has over 25 yearsHe has over 25 years’ experience in terrestrial remote sensing, 
and has lead several projects and research teams since then. His 
PhD is from the University of California, Davis in the area of plant 
physiology. Dr. Held has focused his work on designing ways for 
better use of satellite earth observation (EO) data in forestry, 
agriculture, disasters and ecosystem science. 

He also represents CSIRO at the inter-agency Committee on He also represents CSIRO at the inter-agency Committee on 
Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS), that is designing future EO 
data architectures for global earth observation programs, as well 
as promoting the use of EO data for achieving sustainable 
development goals. He is an active delegate for Australia on the 
Group on Earth Observation (GEO).

ABSTRACT
This seminar will cover recent advancement in the use of public, This seminar will cover recent advancement in the use of public, 
open earth observation satellite data and cloud-computing, to 
support national reporting against Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

It will describeIt will describe Australia’s work under the Group on Earth 
Observation (GEO) and the international Committee on Earth 
Observation Satellites (CEOS), and our role in coordinating 
access to key EO datasets and use of open datacube 
technologies, in support of countries and UN agencies reporting 
on progress towards achieving a number of key SDGs. 

The talk will also focus on SDG #6 (clean water and sanitation) The talk will also focus on SDG #6 (clean water and sanitation) 
and the opportunity for Australia to take a leading role through the 
CSIRO AquaWatch Mission.
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