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WIDE CHANGES SOUGHT IN UNIVERSITY GOVERNANCE

Council this week  accepted  a number of recommendations  from  the Committee _on the Constitution
of Council which will have  far-reaching effects on  the Act  and Statutes governing the  conduct  of the  university.

All  of the  proposed amendments, whether to the Act or to  the Statutes, will require Parliamentary
approval before  they  can be  implemented.

Following is a  summary  of the main provisions:

Council Elections

Senior teaching fellows  and  teaching fellows will be  eligible  to vote  and to  stand  as candidates in
elections  to  Council  of members of the teaching staff other than professors.     (The  franchise  was previously
restricted  to  staff of the  rank  of senior  tutor and  above.)

There  will also  be  provision  for  the  election by  full-time members of the  university staff other than
the  teaching  staff of one  of their number to Council. (This will  extend Council representation to ALL  classes
of University employee previously unrepresented.)

Casual vacancies of student members

The committee  recommended  that, to  assure  continuity of student membership  when  a  student  ceases
to be  qualified  for membership, the Act  should be  amended in the  following terms:

"That  when  a casual vacancy occurs in student  membership  of Council an  election be held  as soon  as

practicable  and  that  at  any meeting  of Council held before  the vacancy is filled, the  Chairman  of MAS (in the
case of an undergraduate vacancy) or MRSA (in the case of a graduate), or his nominee, be eligible to  attend as
an observer with power to speak but not to vote."

Power to make  By-laws

The Committee said it believed it would be in  the  interest  of the university to  seek power to make
by-laws relating to  conduct within  the  precincts of the  university.   It  therefore  recommended  an  addition  to
the  Act  along  the  following lines:

"DIVISION  10"  -By-laws

36A   (I)           The council may make  by-laws for  all  or  any of the  following purposes:

(a)      to regulate  the  speed  at which vehicles may be  driven  on  the University
grounds;

(b)      to  prohibit  the  dangerous  or  careless driving  of vehicles  on  University  grounds;

(c)      to prohibit  the  driving on the  University grounds of vehicles the  weight
of which when laden  exceeds the  amount prescribed in the  by-laws, or which
for any reason would constitute  a danger to  the University;

(d)      to prescribe  the routes to  be  followed by  traffic on roads ways  and  tracks
within  the University grounds and the gates which may be  used  for the
entrance  and exit  of vehicles and pedestrians and  to require the observance
of one-way traffic rules on  specific  roads ways and tracks;

(e)      to  regulate the  parking placing and  standing of vehicles on University grounds
and to  empower authorised persons to  remove  any vehicle  from the University
grounds without  assigning  any  reason;

(D      generally  to  regulate  traffic of all kinds on the  university grounds;

(g)      to prevent  damage  to the University grounds and any  fixtures, chattels, trees,
shrubs, bushes,  flowers, gardens  and  lawns on  or in  these grounds;

(h)      to  prohibit persons from trespassing on the  University grounds;

(i)       to prescribe  fines recoverable  summarily  not  exceeding  sloo  for any
contravention  of any by-laws; and

¢)       to  empower the  university  to  recover  summarily compensation for  any  damage.

(2)           The council may declare in any  such by-law  that  it  shall apply to  a part  only  of the
University grounds  specified  therein, and it shall so apply accordingly.

(3)           In  this  section  "authorised person" means a  person appointed  by  the  council  to be
an  authorised person  for the purposes  of this section."
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Members of the Professorial Board

On the recommendation of the Professorial Board, the committee proposed that membership of the
Board be widened to include, among others, two student members.

It recolrmended:

That section 26 (1) of the Act be amended to read-
"26    (1)           There shall be a professorial Board consisting of the chancellor, the Deputy chancellor,

the Vice-Chancellor, the pro-vice-chancellors, the professors , the Chief Librarian of
the University, the Director of the Computer Centre and such other members if any,
each being a member of the teaching staff or a student of the University, as are
elected or appointed to the Board in accordance with the Statutes."

(Note: The classes of non-professorial members eligible for election to the Board
will be laid down in the Statutes if and when Parliament amends the Act.)

Application of Funds

Council accepted in principle, but referred back to the committee for further consideration of the
details, a recommendation that the Act be altered to free certain funds for the exclusive use of the student body.

The recommendation in full reads:

That a proportion of all the moneys received by M.A.S. be freed from the restriction imposed
by section 32 but that this proportion should be subject to the restriction that it must be applied
in accordance with the M.A.S. constitution and not applied for a purpose which is unlawful or
contrary to the purposes of the University.   The Committee therefore recommends the addition
of a proviso to sub-section 32(1) which would then read-
"32    (1)           All fees and all other moneys received by or on behalf of the university under the

provisions of this Act or otherwise shall be applied by the Council solely for the
purposes of the University provided however that notwithstanding the provisions
aforesaid five per centuln of all moneys granted and donated to  and otherwise
earned as net profit by the principal body representing students of the University
may be applied by it in any way which accords with its constitution and is neither
unlawful nor contrary to the purposes of the University."

NEW READERS IN PHYSIOLOGY
Dr. B.G. Cragg and Dr. L.B. Geffen have been appointed Readers in the Department of Physiology.

The appointments were approved by Council on Monday.

Dr. Cragg, 44, a graduate of Cambridge, was Assistant Director of` the MRC Cerebral Functions Research
Group, University College, London, fo`r four years before coming to Monash as a senior lecturer in 1969.  He is
an expert in the fine structure and function of the  nervous  system.

`     Dr. Geffen, 33, is a graduate of the university ofwitwatersrand and was a lecturer in physiology at that    `
university in  1963.    From 1964~1966 he was Nuffield Dominions Demonstrator at Oxford University and was
appointed senior lecturer in physiology at Monash in 1967.    He has won an international  reputation in the field
of nerve cell pharmacology and physiology.

SAFETY COMMITTEE
A copy of the agenda for the Safety Committee meeting to be held on July 22, 1971, has been

forwarded to the Main Library.

NUFFIELD TkAVELLING FELLOWSHIPS
Applications for Nuffield Foundation Commonwealth Travelling Fellowships for  1972, available to

university graduates in the fields of natural sciences and the humanities and social sciences, will close on Friday,
July 30.

Application forms and  details of the conditions of award are available from the secretary of the Nuffield
Foundation Australian Advisory Committee, Mr. N.H. 0lver, c/o Chemistry Laboratory, Barry Building,
University of Melbourne, Parkville, Vic., 3052.

ROBERT BLACKWOOD HALL
For those who have not yet had the opportunity of inspecting Robert Blackwood Hall, the Hall will be

open for inspection on Wednesdays and Fridays between  I and 2 p.in. from now until July 30.

FREE CONCERT

On Sunday, July  18 at 2.30 p.in. a free concert will be held in Robert Blackwood Hall at Monash
University.

The concert, which is sponsored by the University, will be given by the Melbourne Chorale, a choir
of80 mixed voices.   The conductor is Mr. Val  J.Pyers.       The concert programme is a blend of both
religious and secular music.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer


