
NUMBEF]  173
SEPTEMBER 26,  1974.

POLICE  EVICT OCCUPIERS
Police early today arrested 75 people who were occupying the University Offices. They were

charged at Oakleigh police station with "besetting a building'..

The arrests ended the week-long occupation
of the University Offices by students and others

protesting against University assessment procedures.

The vice-Chancellor, Dr  Matheson, said this

`     morning that the decision to call police on to the
campus had been taken by himself and the two
Pro-Vice-Chancellors with the "greatest reluctance".

"For the past week. in spite of mounting

difficulties in maintaining the orderly running of the
University, we have been prepared to tolerate  the

presence of the occupiers, so long as they confined
themselves to the foyer and corridors," Dr Matheson
said.

"We had hoped that after the decisions taken by

the Professorial Board  yesterday   there could be further
useful discussions with the students.

"However, last night, the occupiers broke into

the East Meeting Room, the Council Room and
another office. A large quantity of liquor was
taken into the Council Room, where the occupiers
held a party.

"This latest development left us with no

alternative but to take firm action. If this had not
been done, work in the University Offices would have
had to cease."

Police arrived outside the University entrance
shortly before  I  a.in. Two senior officers entered
the University Offices and invited the occupiers
to leave the building.

A number of people immediately left the
building, but the majority agreed to offer "passive
resistance". Further police were then summoned
into the University and about  I.20 a.in. began
to remove the remaining occupiers.

They were taken to Oakleigh police station where
the  75  people, who included  10 women were charged
with "besetting a building". All were released on
bail of $25 to appear at Oakleich Court on October 9.

Dr Matheson said he deeply regretted that the
majority of students had not taken the opportunity
to leave the offices voluntarily, but instead submitted
to arrest.

BOARD "DEPLORES" OCCUPATION

The Professorial Board at its meeting yesterday spent
more than two hours discussing the assessment situation
and the occupation of the University Offices.

It approved the following draft resolution:

`The Professorial Board has considered the MAS

demands formulated in Miss Potter's letter to the Vice-
Chancellor of September 23,  1974, together with motion
I  passed at the SGM on September  18.

"The Board deplores the occupation of the University

Offices Building and would like MAS to be informed that
until this occupation ceases no effective discussions can
take place between students and staff.

"Insofar as the resolutions of MAS concerning

assessment and content of courses are concerned, the Board
wishes to reaffirm the views previously expressed, both
by the Board and by the Vice-Chanceuor, that the remedies
for the grievances voiced by students at recent general
meetings rest with faculties and departments, not in the
first place with the Professorial Board. Moreover, at its
meeting at the end of July, the Board referred previous
MAS resolutions to faculties, and useful discussions on
these resolutions have been in train since then ; progress
will be reported to the October meeting of the Professorial
Board.

"Professorial Board reaffirms the following principles:

I.        Departments, informed by consultations with
students have primary control of course content.

2.        Departments, again informed by consultation with
students on methods shall continue to assess students.
"The Professorial Board does recognise that there

may be in various parts of the Universit.y dissatisfaction with
the effectiveness of consultation between students and
staff on matter of course content, learning methods and
methods of assessment. These matters have been under
consideration for some time and discussic;n of them will
continue. The occupation of the University Offices does not
assist deliberation; nevertheless the Professorial Board will
ask faculties to take immediate steps to examine the
existing machinery for consultation between students and
teaching staff and to make improvements where they may
be needed. The Board will also ask faculties to report back
to the Professorial Board as soon as possible.

"In the meantime, the Board welcomes any

initiative taken by students to collect and collate the
views of individual students on course content, teaching
methods and methods of assessment so that they may be
present.ed to departments and faculties before the
beginning of the  1975 academic year."

****

After further discussion, it was generally agreed that
the Board "refer the students involved in the occupation
to the chairmen of their departments and deans of their
faculties with a view to discussing their grievances."

Authorised by` K.W.  Bennetts, Information Ofricer.
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OCTOBER  19:  FILM  -"The  Boy who turned Yellow'',  Saturday  Club  Blue  Series  (8-13 year
olds).   Admission:   adults  $1.60,   children   $1.20.
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OCTOBER  12:  CONCERT  -   Australian  Boys'  Choral  Institute's  1974  celebrity  concert,  with
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Inquiries,  rosorvations  -   RBH  booking  office,  544  5448.
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Admission  free,
LECTURE  -  "Sexism  in  the women's and  homosexual  movements",  Kay  Daniels.  Arr.  by
Centre  for  Continuing  Education.  7.30pm.  Locturo  Thoatro  R5.  Admission  free.   Inquiries:
ext.  3719.
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Arr.  by  Centre  for  Continuing  Education.  7.30pm.  Locturo  Thoatro  R5.  Admission  free.
Inquiries:   ext.   3719.
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F3egistration fee  $5  (incl.  refreshments,  lunch,  papers),  students $1  (lunch $3 extra).  Inquiries:
Mr  Dye,  328 3881,  ext.  28.

OCTOBER 16: LECTURE  -  "The homosexual movement in America'',  Dennis Altman. Arr.  by
Centre  for  Continuing  Education.  7.30pm.  Locturo  Thoatro  R5.  Admission  flee.  Inquiries:
ext.  3719.

OCTOBER ,17: FILM  -"Aiina Karenina", Soviet version of film based on novel by Lev Tolstoy.
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Issued  in the  in`terosts  of community  sorvic6 and  continuing  education  by
the   Information   Office,   Monash   University.    For   furth.r   information,   phone   `
544 0811,  ext.  2087.
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