
NUMBER 184
I)cL.efnbeT  11.197.

TRIBUTES  TO  LATE  CHANCELLOR
Council on Monday stood in silence in memory of the hate Sir Douglas Menzies. Chanceuor of

the University. who died in Sydney on November 29.

In a tribute to Sir Doudas, the Vlce-Chanceuor,
Dr. Matheson, said  :

`Sir Doutlas Menzies was elected as a Member of

Council in June 1966 by the Faculty of Law and when,
in 1967, Sir Robert Blackwood announced his decision
to lay down the Chancellorship, Sir Doudas was an
obvious and unanimous choice to succeed him.  He
took office in March 1969 and soon establiched his
own style.  He was, indeed, the ideal chancellor -
wise, urbane, dignified and influential, he kept
himself detached from day-to-day affairs but was
deeply concerned with the long-term development
of the University.

`To his regret, and ours, his duties with the

High Court prevented  his spending.as much time
at Monach as he would have wished but, in spite of
this, his knowledge of the University's affairs, and
especiauy of its staff, was extraordinarily detailed
and perceptive.

• `When presiding at Councfl meetings he was
always quick to focus attention on the central issues
and so to conduct discussion that a wise conclusion
would be reached without interminable debate.

`During the years of student unrest he was on

occasion involved in confrontations which he found
bewildering and distasteful ; there were times when
we feared that his health would be impaired in the
emotionally charged situations in which he found
himself.  But he always dealt with these incidents in
a meticulous and objective way and strove to be
fair to all points of view and to deal justly with
everyone involved.

`He was much more to us than our official

leader and we all know that with his passing we have
lost a staunch friend whose company we so much
enjoyed.  It was known that he intended to retire
from the Chancellorship during 1975 and we could
then have said to him publicly how much we valued
his membership of, and his work for, this University.

`But this cannot be and now we can do no more

than record our sorrow at his death and our gratitude
for au that he did.'

More than 500 moumers attended a funeral

service for Sir Doutlas in Scots Church, Melbourne .
on December 3.

Professor D. Mccauchey, Master of Omond College,
University of Melbourne, and a close friend of the late
Chancenor, spoke in a valedictory address of Sir Doutlas's
determination to succeed in the service of his profession
and of the community, and added :

Too often the word determination has prefixed to
it the adjective `grin'.  Not so Douglas Menzies.  Instead,
with him, there was a. gaiety of spirit.'

Professor Mccaugivey went on    :

`He was a man of strongly held convictions, and

could speak and act with authority, as a man should who
knows his own mind ...  He had a wide circle of friends.
He was what Dr. Johnson would have called a clubable
man:  he enjoyed the company of his fellowmen, and
so they enjoyed his company.  Witty in conversation,
he had the sinplicity of the man who can lauch at his
own as at other men's jokes ...

`For the last six years he had been Chancellor of

Monash University:   a task which he micht have declined,
but for him such a course was unthinkable, and he rejoiced
in it, perfoming its duties in his own distinctive ways, and
with dignity, responding to the company he found there,
staunchly supporting those who had to make difficult
decisions, quick to perceive the issues at st,ake, shrewd
and accurate in his assessments of men and affurs, taking
pleasure in the University's great achievements.'

ELECTION OF NEW CIIANCELLOR

AspecialmeetingofCouncilwmbe'heldonMonday,
January 13,1975, to. receive nominations for a Chanceuor
to serve for the remainder of Sir Doutlas Menzies' tern.
If more than on'e nomination is received, an election will
be held on Monday, January 27.

At its meeting on Monday, Council appointed a `search
committee' to consider suitable candidates and make a
recommendation to the January 13 meeting.

The committee consists of the Vice-Chanceuor,
Dr. Matheson,  Mr. J.C. MCNein,  Mrs. P.M. Myer,
Professor K.C. Westfold, Mr. D. Jackson, Mr. A.H. May
and Mr. J.M. Banach.



coMMrTTEE To SEEK NEw v-c

Council on Monday also appointed a committee to
estabnsh procedures for the appointment of a new
Vice€hanceuor to succeed Dr. Matheson when he retires
on January 31, 1976.

• The committee consists of Sir Brian Hone,
Mr. J.C. MCNem, Mrs E. Mahlab, Dr. R.B. Nethercott,
Professor G.R. Manton, Professor B.W. Holloway,
Professor R. Porter, Dr. I.D. Rae, Mr. J.M. Ballach
and Mr. N.R. Laidlaw.

The committee's terms of reference are :

A.  To arrange for the preparation and
distribution of an appropriately worded advertisement.

8.  To decide on the conditions of engagement
(the most crucial of which is the duration of appointment).

C.  To recommend to Council the name of an
appointee.

cOuNclL IN TROuBm

A 20-minute power falure delayed the start of
Monday's meeting of Council and forced a change of venue.

The lichts faded   a few minutes before Council was
due to meet.  With the Council Room in darkness, an SOS
went out to the Faculty of Engivieering, where a conference
room was hurriedly prepared to accommodate the Councfl.

The meeting began about 15 minutes late and
proceeded nomally, but further trouble arose when a
violent thunderstom hit the campus and threatened to
trap Council members far from their cars.

This time, Central  Services retrieved the situation
by providing a car service from Engiveering to the University
Offices - and to the Vice-Chancellor'S House, where an
end-of-year reception finauy got under way, half an hour
late.

rv AWARD TO MONASH FILM

The Audio Visual ihids Section has won a national
award for a film made eahier this year at the Alfred Hoapital.

The award was made by the Educational Television
Association of Australia.  It was part of an annual
presentation of Penguin Awards by the Australian
Television Society.

The 15-minute black and white fflm called
`Introduction to Theatre Techniques' was made to instruct

nurses and medical students on safety and medical
procedures in an operating theatre.

Its production supervisor was Mr. Don Hauser.
Sister Audrey Morwick from the Alfred Hospital did the
research and wrote the script.

LEAVE LOADINGS : CORRECTION

The report of a Council decision included in SOUND
No.  181 under the heading `Leave Loadings' was incorrect
in part.

The second paragraph chould have read  :

The decision applies to au Monash non-academic
staff who are not subject to industrial awards or determina-
tions, or who are not tied to academic equivalence.'

G.H. VASEY TO RETIRE

Gilbert Vasey, editor of `Monash .Review' and
consultant to the Information Office since 1972, will
retire on December 31.

To mark the event, a farewell party will be held
in the Conference Room, I st floor, Union, at 4.30 p.in.
on Friday, December 20.  A warm invitation is extended
to au who have enjoyed Gflbert's friendchip during the
past three  years.  Would those wiching to attend please
contact Mrs. Louise Bolitho (ext. 2087) by Tuesday,
neceriber 17.

NEW MONASH-CSIRO DISCOVERY IN SPACE

A joint Monash-CSIRO team, using the Parkes
(NSVID radiotelescope, has discovered the heaviest
organic molecule 8o far found in space -  methyl formate.

Members of the team are Professor Ron Brown,
Dr. Peter Godfrey and Mr. John Crofts, of the Monach
department of chemistry, and Dr. Brian Robinson,
Dr. Frank Gardner and Dr. John Whiteoak, of the
CSIRO Division of Radiophysics.

The new molecule was found in the interstellar
cloud Sactttarius 82, 30,000 licht years from earth.

News of the discovery was released last week by
the Minister for Science, Mr. Morrison, who announced
plans to build a new four-metre radiotelescope capable
of probing the millinetre wavelengths for signals of
molecules in space.

Mr. Morrison said the new telescope, costing
nearly $200,coo, would be built at the CSIRO
Division of Radiophysics, at Epping, NSW, and should
be operational by the end of 1975.

The Minister said another important molecule -
vinyl cyanide  - had also been discovered recently by
Dr. Frank Gardner and Dr. Gisbert Winnewisser, a
spectroscopist from the Max Planck Institute for
Radio Astronomy, Gemany.  This was the first
organic molecule found in space with double bonding,
which is important for an understanding of how
complex molecules form in the hostile conditions
of interstellar space.

So far, more than 30 organic molecules had
been discovered by scientists in Australia and
overseas, Mr. Morrison said.  Each discovery was
seen as further evidence that life could exist in space.

Mr. Morrison said the proposed new telescope,
to be built by Krupp Industries and Stahlbau, of
Germany, would also help in the study of the birth
of stars, energetic outbursts in quasers, novae and
x-ray stars, energy flow in the solar chromosphere
and the atmosphere of planets.

A feature of the telescope would be the use
of a completely new design of spectrograph which
used a combination of a laser beam and a train of
ultrasonic waves to analyse the spectrum of an
incoming radio wave.  This made it far superior
to instruments used with larger millimetre
radiotelescopes now in use in the northern
hemisphere.
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