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ART  CURATOFt  APPOINTED  -
CATALOGUING  THE  COLLECTloN

IS  HEFt  FIRST  TASK
The University has appointed its first curator of the Monach art collection.

(`         She is Mrs Grazia Gunn, former assistant curator of the university Gallery at the university of Melbourne
a`nd more recently, projects officer for the Visual Arts Board, Australian Council for the Arts.

As curator at Monash, Mrs Gunn is in the process of
cataloguing, photographing, and compiling a history of the
250 paintings and sculptures that make up the couection.

It is planned that a selection of the Monash couection -
about 40 works - will be exhibited in the new Exhibitions
Gallery early in March.  The Premier, Mr Hamer, has agreed
to open the exhibition.

The gallery forms part of the Department of Visual
Arts which has been established on the seventh floor of the
nine-storey extension to the Menzies School of Humanities.

Mrs Gunn will also be curator of the gallery in the
Department of Visual Arts.  Its main task will be to mount
exh\ibitions that are relevant to the teaching areas of the

`  artment.  It is hoped that outside exhibitions will be
shown in the gallery.

INTEREST ON HOUSING MORTGAGE

The Australian Taxation Office has recently
announced a scheme which, in certain circumstances,
allows an employee to claim a concessional deduction
for housing loan interest.  Forms and an explanatory
broadsheet are available from Post Offices.  To be  eligible
for claims the joint  income of the employee and spouse
from all sources must be less than $14,000 p.a.

Little advance information was available from the
Taxation Office and pay programs have not yet been
modified.  The Monash Salaries Office will receive
applications on the understanding that immediate
implementation is not possible, but that adjustment will
be made as soon as program changes are operative.

NEW TAX SCHEDULES

New income tax deduction schedules come into
force in January and have been implemented in Monash

pay procedures.  Staff win note this from their January
pay slips.

BLACKWOOD HALL GRANT

Robert Blackwood Hall has received a S 1000 Commonwealth

grant towards the cost of last year's concert by the Collegium
Musicum of Zurich, a 35-member Swiss chamber orchestra.

The performance, on March 23, was the only Melbourne
appearance by the Collegium, one of the  feature attractions at
last year's Adelaide Festival of Arts.

It cost Blackwood Hall $5300 to stage.

The S 1000 grant, approved by the Prime Minister, was
made on the recommendation of the director of the International
Program Department of the Australian Council for the Arts.

AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA

The Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee has requested
that some recent correspondence between the AVCC and the
Department of Foreign Affairs be published within Universities.
The correspondence concerns Australian scientists visiting
Papua New Guinea.

The relevant part of the Department of Foreign Affairs
letter to the AVCC said :

"The Papun New Guinea Government Commission in

Canberra has contacted the Department of Foreign Affairs to
act its help in bringivg some suggestions to the attention of
Australian scientists proposing to visit Papua New Guinea.

`The Commission has suggested that in some cases these

visits would be more effective il. the visiting scientist made
contact with a PNG counterpart beforehand.  The Papua New
Guinea Scientific Society has indicated that it offers an informal
counseuing service to intending scientific visitors.  In particular
it would assist in making contact with appropriate scientists
in PNG.  All enquiries inould be addressed to  :   The Secretary,
Papua New Guinea Scientific Society, P.O. Box 778, Por't
Moresby, Papua New Guinea."



TALKS ON PITFALI.S OF GENETICS MAINIPULATION

Monash geneticist Professor Bruce Holloway will
next month attend an international conferehce on the
health hazards ol` certain current experiments in genetic
"engiveering".

Professor Houoway, head of the Department of
Genetics in the Faculty of Medicine, is one of three
Australians invited to the meeting of about 150 of the
world's leading scientists in this field.

Two other Austrahan scientists -Dr. W.J. Peacock
of the CSIRO in Canberra and Professor A.J. Pittard
of the Department of Microbiology, University of
Melbourne - will go with Professor Holloway.

The conference, in Pacific Grove, California,
from February 24-27, is being spousored by the U.S.
National  Academy of Sciences.   It follows recent
widespread concern by bioloSsts about the possible
consequences ot` genetic manipulation ol`  bacteria.

TWO HONORED FOR ANTARCTIC SERVICE

The United States has awarded two Monash
academics its Antarctic Service Medal.

Dr. Deane Blackman and Dr. Jon. 8. Hinwood
of Mechanical Engineering earned the decoration for
their work aboard the oceanographic vessel USS Eltanin.

The ship has been engaged in a comprehensive
survey of the waters around Antarctica, measuring depths,
temperature and salt content and taking photographs
and sonic surveys of the ocean floor.

Scientists on board have also investigated the
magnetic field in the area, made detailed meteorolodcal
investigations and carried out an extensive biological

program, including catching and ringing sea birds and
examining their stomach contents to determine feeding
habits.

The Americans made available a limited number
of places on the ship to the Australian Antarctic
Division, which in turn invited the two Monash
engineers, who each spent about 60 days on board.

Both worked with American scientists on water
temperature and depth measurement, although
Dr. Blackman also spent much of his time on
meteoroloScal research.

JOINT CONFERENCE ON HOUSING

I.ast week, for the first time, the housing officers
from the three Melbourne universities held a joint press
conference to publicise the dire need for student
accommodation in private houses.

The housing officers claim that this year more than
6000 students from the universities and the metropolitan
colleges of advanced education will be looking for
accommodation.  The officers say that this year could
be the worst on record.  This is attributed to the

generally tight accommodation market combined with an
increasing number of students going on to higher studies.
Also more students are being encouraged to live away from
home because of the assistance provided by the
govemment's tertiary allowance scheme.

The housing officers are appealing to people who can

provide houses, flats and board within a five mile radius of
campuses and colleges, or close to some convenient means
of public transport, to contact them.  The Monash student
housing officer is Miss Mary Baldwin on ext. 3106.

SCHOIARSHIPS AVAIIABLE

The Graduate Scholarships Office has recently rece;-Trd
details of five awards now open for application.                  ~

They are as follows:    Icl postdoctoral research
fellowships (sci. and med. sci.) ;  Rhodes visiting fellowship
for women (open);  St. Anne's College Oxford, Herbert
Plumer Bursaries (open);  Dublin Department of Education

postdoctoral research fellowships (physical sci. and eng.);
Jean Gilmore Bursary (open).

Applications for the first three close at the end of
January, and for the last two in February.  More details are
available from ext. 3055 .

LUNCHEON FOR NEW STAFF

The Monash Women's Society is orgahising a garde~
luncheon for new members of staff at the Vice-Chanceuor's
house on Tuesday, March 18.  More details will be pubnshed
in a future issue of SOUND.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer.


