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FUTURE  ROLE  0F  UNIVERSITIES
``The  ddiigor  is that i]ll  post-seciindary  institutions will  seek  to  make  themselves as  much  like  universities

as  possible  and  in  su  doing  will  tu  some  exteiTt  neglect  theii  proper  tasks.   There  is  evidence  that this  is

already  happening..."

(From  the Monash  university submission to the Commonwealth  Inquiry  into  Education and Training.)

The Williams Committee (its head is Professor
B.R. Williams, Vice-Chancellor of Sydney University)
was set up by the Federal Government at the end of
1976 to conduct a major inquiry into post-secondary
education and the links between the education system
and the labor market.

The Monash statement, submitted last month, said
it was clear that a major concern of the inquiry would
be to determine the proper responsibilities of the
several sectors of post-secondary education in order to
avoid unnecessary overlap or wasteful duplication.

There was a need for a close examination of object-
ives and an agreement on policies that would maintain
a healthy state of diversity in the system as a whole.

The Monash submission acknowledges that there
would appear to be no grounds for establishing new
universities, at least for the next decade or so, and
that growth should be in the other areas of post-
secondary education.

However, it makes two points:

I.  It should be made easier for students to transfer
from one sector to another, in both directions.   In
Victoria, it says, the State College might serve as
community colleges from which outstanding students
might transfer to the universities with appropriate
credits.

2.  A hither proportion of university time (and
funding) should be expended on graduate work (both
research and course work) and on recurrent or continu-
ing education, particularly in updating professional
skills and kliowledge.

The University said it did not wish at present to
comment  in detail on the relationship between the.
educational system and the labor market.

•.However," it continues, `.something should be

said about vocational training and manpower planning
in view of the number of statements made in recent
months about the overproduction of graduates in
Arts and Science, for example, who have not received
specific vocational  training.

"The assumption seems to be that large numbers

of these graduates (apart from those who take a
teacher training course and end up in the teaching

profession) are or will be unemployable and that the
universities are therefore failing to respond to the
needs of the community and indeed wasting community
resources.

"In fact, recent  surveys have indicated that graduate

unemployment is in general higher amorig graduates
trained for specific professions than among those with
a more general degree.  The benefits, both to individual

graduates and to the community, of training in non-
vocational disciplines at the university level are very
high though they may be difficult to measure.

"A student who has spent three years or more

learning to marshal facts, form independent judgments
and present his results in a coherent form has, in effect,
made a long-term investment, the value of which may not
become apparent immediately either to himself or to his
employer, but which sooner or la.ter will be of benefit
both to himself and to the community."

(Further extracts from the Monash submission to
the Williams Committee will appear in the next issue
of `Monash Reporter'.)

TRAINING FOR HEALTH ADMINISTRATORS

Dr Richard Southby, senior lecturer in social  and

preventive medicine, has been seconded as director
of studies for the International Training Course in
Health Services Administration sponsored by the
Department of Foreign Affairs throuch the Australian
Development Assistance Bureau.

This course is one of many organised by the Bureau
for trainees from developing countries.   The participants
on this course are all senior medical, nursing and health
administrators.

The course will be held in Sydney and Canberra
from April 21  to May 27 and most of the teachers
will be from the University of Sydney, the  University
of New South Wales and Commonwealth and State
health authorities.



DEAIN ON NEW ENERGY BODY

The recently€stablished National Energy Advisory
Committee will hold its next meeting in Melbourne
on April 26 when it is expected that  four specialist
standing groups will begin the task of fomulating
advice on national energy policies.

Monash's dean of engineering, Professor hence
Endersbee, has been appointed convener of Standing
Group No  I, which will deal with general energy
matters, including coal, electricity generation,
conservation of energy and environmental aspects
of energy.

--bth:r groups viill be convened by:

Professor Stuart Harris (energy resources, trade
and forecasting).

Professor F. Bull (all aspects of new energy
technologies for Australis).

Mr G.  Lynch (production and utilisation of oil
and natural gas in Australia; matters
relating to transportation).

At the committee`s first meeting in Canberra last
month, the Minister for National Resources, Mr
Anthony, said that the government looked forward
to the committee making an ``increasingly significant
contribution to the development of energy policy."
]t would play an important  role not only in drawing
together information and opinion on energy. but also
in disseminating knowledge about Australia's energy
situation  .

Further information about the committee's work
may be obtained from its secretary, Mr Bob Layland,
at the Department of National Resources, Canberra.

FILM  WEEKEND

The Monash Film Group is arranging a weekend of
rilm musicals at lnverloch from Friday. April 29, to
Sunday, May  I.   Films to be clown will range from
Gigi, throuch Sound of Music. to Woodstock. About
a dozen films in all will be screened.

The cost is S 10 for students, S 15  for others.

This covers accommodation and films; participants
must supply their own food and do their own
cooking.   Further details from the Film Group
office near the Union Theatre, ext. 3142.

MATHS LECTURES

The second in the mathematics department's
series of lectures for fifth fomi and HSC students
will be given on Friday, April  15, by Dr Andrew
Prentice.  He will speak on the formation of the
solar system.

On April 29, Professor G.B. Preston will
lecture on `Continuous Curves'.

The lectures are held in Rl  at 7 p.in. and
are  free.

TAXATION LAW LECTURES

The first session in the Law Faculty's taxation
lecture:series will be held at Monash this month.

Senior lecturer in tax law at Melbourne Uni-
versity and a barrister at law. Kevin Pose will speak
on "Recent Developments on S.26(a) and 26AAA
of the ITAA" at 8 p.in. on April 26 in the Law
building.

The series is to be held over nine Tuesday
evenings until June 21.  The second lecture
will be delivered by lecturer in tax law at Monash
Harry  Reicher, on May 3.   His topic.will be
"Taxation of companies:   Recent Cases an.d

Legislation".

Other subjects to be examined include taxat-
ion of trusts, tax policy and tax reform, and the
Victorian rift and probate duty amendments.

The cost of attendance at the series is S.60,
which includes a bound set of papers.

For further information contact Jenny Neil
(ext. 3365) or Professor Baxt (ext. 3303).

COMPUTER - NOT INFORMATION - SCIENCE

The department of Computer Science has asked
SOUND.to point out that it is a number of years
since it was known as `Information Science'.

However, the old name still crops up in various

publications. guides and the like.

The department would appreciate it if the
rest of the University could catch up with the
name change.

wHOsE cHARrs?

A number of obviously valuable charts detailing aspects
of the evolution of plants and animal groups have been left  /
in the map library of the geography department.

The owner, or anyone knowing him/her, should contact
Jack Missen in the department of geography.

MORE SINGERS NEEDED

The Monach Chapel Singers are still looking for new
members - particularly girls.

At present the singers are preparing music to be sung
at the induction of the University.s new Protestant
chaplain, Derek  Evans, on May  12.

The group meets for rehearsals in the Religious Centre
at  I  p.in. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Olive Heley (ext. 2100)
can provide further information.

Authorised  by  K.W.  Bennetts,  I nformation Officer


