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Governments and universities

THREE REASONS TO  PAUSE
The  contribution  that  universities  make  to  Australian  society  could  easily  be  stunted  in  a  climate  of  over-

regulation, the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ray Martin, has warned

Speaking at a graduation ceremony at the University
of Adelaide on May 3,  Professor Martin said that the
universities'  contribution  to  society  were  "usually  the
product of the individual mind working unfettered at its
own   pace,   in   its   own   way,   according   to   its   own
inclinations and convictions".

``Edicts  and  regulations  do  not  readily  evoke  the

desired  response  nor  provide  the  richest  soil  for  the
cultivation of learning and discovery," he said.

Professor  Martin tabled  excerpts  from his Adelaide
address, and of another he delivered in Melbourne last
year  on  a  similar  theme,  at  Council  on  Monday  in
response to inquiries about government interference in
university affairs.

He   said   that   a   promised   discussion   paper   on
`Government    Interference    in    the    Autonomy    of

Universities'   was   still   in   preparation,   but   that   the
occasional  addresses  he  had  delivered  were  concerned
with many of the issues that could be contemplated by
Council.

After  discussing  a  number  of  recent  developments
that had generated disquiet in university circles-such as
the    "predisposition    of    the    Tertiary    Education
commission   to   exercise  total  control   over   any  new
teaching    development"    and    the    Commonwealth
Government's use of "the power of the purse" to deny
the   teaching   of   engineering   at   Deakin-Professor
Martin went on to say:

``1 should like to suggest three reasons why university

affairs are better left with academies than in the hands
of public officials. . .

•"To    begin    with,    universities    are    unusually
complicated    institutions    in    which    imaginative
scholarship,   teaching  and  research  take  place  in  an
organisational framework that fosters creativity and yet
conforms  to  sound  business  practices.   The  resulting
administrative  challenges  are  difficult,  specialised  and
subtle, requiring a level of judgment and experience that
academies  are  much  more  likely  to  possess  than  are
government personnel.

•"Secondly, since universities work in the domain of
ideas,  it is particularly important to leave them free to
seek  the truth  and make it known by protecting them
from   political   intervention.   This   is,   of   course,   a
formidable argument for protecting the present system
of academic tenure.

•"Finally, by respecting the right of self-government
for  our  nineteen  universities,   society  is  encouraging
innovation   by   maintaining   a   desirable   diversity   of
institutions to meet the varying needs of some  150,OcO
Australian and overseas students.

"We  need  a  strong  system  of  higher  education  in

Australia   because   our   technological   and   economic
growth, our success in conquering disease, the vigour of
our  cultural  life,  the  quality  of  our  professions,  and
indeed  the  capacity  of  government  itself  to  respond
imaginatively  to  complex  social  problems,  depend  on
knowledge and its effective application. "

(A  full  report  of Professor  Martin's  address  will  be
published in the June issue of the Monash Reporter.)

ENVIRONMENTAL SEMINAR
Professor  Kenneth  Boulding,  emeritus  professor  of

economics  of the University of Colorado,  will give an
evening   seminar   on   "What   are   `improvements   to
environment'?:  Applying human values to  science"  at
Monash on Wednesday, May 26.

Professor  Boulding,  currently  R.I.  Downing  Fellow
in  Social  Economics  at  the  University  of Melbourne,
will speak in the Environmental Science seminar room
at 5 p.in.

WOMAN FILM MAKER TO SPEAK
German  woman  film  maker  Cristina  Perincioli  will

hold  a  seminar  on  "The  New  Women's  Cinema  in
Germany' ' in Room S704, department of Visual Arts, at
2.15  p.in.  today.

Cristina Perincioli is active in the feminist movement
in  Germany  and  in  1974  helped  found  the  Women's
House in Berlin. She has been making films since 1968.

She is in Australia under the auspices of the Goethe
Institut and the National Film Theatre of Australia to
introduce   a   season   of   New   Women's   Cinema   in
Germany  being  screened  throughout  the  country  by
NFTA.

GREEK CHAPLAIN FOR MONASH
Father Nicholas  Mountafis,  of the Greek  Orthodox

Church,  has  been  appointed  a  part-time  Chaplain  at
Monash.  He  will  visit  the  University  one  day  a  week,
beginning in second term.

The executive officer of the Churches' Committee for
Tertiary    Institutions,    Rev.     T.H.    Timpson,     in
recommending  the  appointment,  said  that  it  reflected
the increasing numbers of Greek students now attending
universities.



JAPANESE ART EXHIBITION
"Glimpses  of  Ukiyo-E:   Japanese  Art  of  the  late

Tokugawa  Period"   is  the  current  exhibition  in  the
Visual Arts' Exhibition Gallery.

The exhibition has been arranged to coincide with the
Fourth   Biennial   Conference   of   the   Asian   Studies
Association  of Australia  being  held  at  Monash  from
May  10-15.

The exhibition centres on original Japanese prints of
the l8th and l9th centuries, counterpointed by selected
art    pieces    from    various    private    collections    in
Melbourne.  The  woodcuts  show  the  last  flowering  of
the Ukiyo school of painting,  sometimes referred to as
the Ukiyo Decadence period, and include work by such
artists. as  Kunisada,  Kuniyoshi,   Sharaku,  Eizan  and
Toyokuni.    The   art   pieces   include   some   exquisite
Oriental lacquer work.

UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE
The   University   has   received   from   the   AVCC   a

handbook and a series of information leaflets about the
National University of Singapore.

Copies  of  these  publications  are  being  held  in  the
Information Office for perusal by any members of staff
who may be considering applying for positions at that
University.

SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS
A  new  edition  of  the  "Calendar  of  National  and

International    Scientific    Meetings    in    Australia",
produced  by  the Australian  Academy  of Science,  has
been received in the University.

The  Calendar  lists  all  known  conferences  planned
between now and August,  1988. A copy is available for
perusal in the Information Office.

ETHNIC PREJUDICES
"Prejudice   in   Print:       The   treatment   of   ethnic

minorities in published works" has now been published
and is available on campus.

The work comprises the proceedings of a conference
organised  by  the  Monash  Centre  for  Migrant  Studies
last November. It discusses the treatment of Aborigines
and  other  ethnic  minorities  in  books  and  newspapers
and includes a list of recommendations.

The volume costs S12.50 and may be obtained  from
Mr J. Wheeler, Faculty of Education.

EljECTION NEWS
Council '

Nominations  have  been called  for the election of two members of
Council by members of the teaching staff of the University other than
professors.

The vacancies will arise on July 2 at the expiration of the terms of
office of Dr I. Mccance and Dr A.D. Spaull. The sucessful candidates
will  hold  office  from  July  3,  1982,  to  July  2,  1986.

Nominations  must  be  lodged  no  later  than  12  noon  on  Monday,
May  17,  with  the Returning Officer,  Mr J.D.  Butchart,  from  whom
suitable forms and further information may be obtained.

***

Professorial Board:

Mr  Richard  (Rick)  Belshaw has  been elected unopposed to one of
two  vacancies  for  graduate  students  on  the  Professorial  Board.  He
will  hold  office until  May  14,1983.

No nomination was received for the second vacancy and a further
election will be held at a time and date to be advised.

**,

NO  nominations  were  received  from  undergraduate  and  diploma
students  for  the  election  of  two  of  their  members  to  Professorial
Board.

Again,  a  further  election  will  be  held  at  a  time  and  date  to  be
advised.

***

RESEARCH GRANTS AVAILABLE
NH&MRC:

The  National  Health  and  Medical  Research  Council  is  inviting
applications  for research on the Wernicke-Korsakoff Syndrome.

Further information may be obtained from Miss L. MCDonald (ext.
3073).  Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.  Shields  on  Friday,  June  18,
1982.

Associated Brewers:

Applications are invited  for  1983  research Grants-in-aid,  Research
Fellowships and Research Scholarships by the Australian Associated
Brewers.

Further information and application forms are available from Miss
L.  MCDonald  (ext.  3073).  Applications  close  with  Mr  B.D.  Shields

(Grants-in-aid)  and  with  Mr  D.J.  Kelly  (Research  Fellowships  and
Scholarships) on Friday,  June  18,  1982.

WAPET-Western Australian Wildlife Autliority:
Applications  are  invited  for  an  environmental  research  grant  on

Barrow Island tenable in 1983 . Formal academic qualifications are not
necessary,   but  applicants  should  be  experienced  workers  in  their
chosen field to be eligible.

Further  information  is   available  from  Miss  L.   MCDonald  (ext.
3073). Applications close with Mr B.D. Shields on Friday, October 26,
1982.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

ACADEMIC
ECONOMICS & POLITICS

Econometrics & Operations Research - Research Assistant Gr.  I

ENGINEERING
Civil  Engineering   -   Senior  Tutor;   Electrical  Engineering  -
Continuing Lecturer; Mechanical Engineering - Research Fellow

LAW
Research Assistant Grade 11

MEDICINE
Medicine (PHH) - Research Assistant

GENERAL
ADMINISTRATION DATA PROCESSING

Data Processing Operator Grade 3
BUILDINGS SECTION

Architectural Draftsman
CENTRAL SERVICES

Driver/Mailroom
FINANCE

Clerk, Junior, Temp. to December; Data Flow Section - Clerk 2
MEDICINE

Anatomy - Electro/Mechanical Technician;  Medicine (PHH) -
Technical Officer A

SCIENCE
Chemistry   -    Technical   Officer    8;    Computer    Science    -
Typist/Stenographer,  Jun.

SPORTS & RECREATION
Billiard Room Attendant

UNION
Student Welfare Officer

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047,  clerical positions  to 2038,  and  technical positions to
2055 .

All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from
Staff Branch.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer
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