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VDUs AND PREGNANCY:  REPORT BY DR RYAN
Dr  Tony  Ryan,  Director  of  the  Monash  Occupational  Health  Service,  has  issued  the  lollowing  statement  in

response to questions about the possible influence of visual display units (VDUs) on the incidence of spontaneous
abortion and/or congenital defects in the offspring of VDU users:

``The consensus of opinion from reputable sources is that there

is  no  evidence  of  increased  frequency  of  either  spontaneous
abortion or congenital abnormality in epidemiological studies of
groups of female VDU users.

"It  should  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  normal  rate  of

spontaneous abortion of about 10%-20ayo, and congenital defects
occur  in  1%-5q7o  of  all  births.  Well-designed  studies  have  not
shown  any  increase  above  these  rates.  Clusters  of abortions  or
defects will occur by chance, without there being any underlying
cause or influence operating.

"A  second  important  point  is  that  VDUs  do  not  emit  any

ionizing  radiation  such  as  x-rays,  and  the  low  frequency radio
waves  emitted  are  at  or  below  background  levels  of  normal
sources,    such   as   fluorescent   lights   or   household   electrical
equipment. The absence or very low levels of radiation have been
confirmed by measurements of many models of VDU, carried out
by national testing laboratories.

``The   conclusion,    based   on   the   available   evidence,    and

remembering it is difficult conclusively to prove a negative, is that
there is very little, if any, risk of adverse pregnancy outcome from
use of visual display units."

BOOK FAIR SET TO GO
With more than 15,un volumes now in hand, the big Monash

Book Fair in Robert Blackwood Hall next weekend seems assured
of success.

There are books and magazines of every description.  Some are
sufficiently rare or important to attract the keen booklover and
collector,  others are simply of general interest.

Proceeds  from  the  Fair  will go  to the proposed  Monash Art
Gallery,   which   will   occupy   the   ground   floor   of   the   new
multidisciplinary  centre  now  getting  under  way  in  the  area just
south of the Menzies Building.

The Fair will be open on Saturday, October 12, from 10 a.in. to
5 p.in.,  and on Sunday from  1  p.in.  to 5 p.in.

MONASH GRADUATES' AGM
The   annual   general   meeting   of   the   Monash   Graduates'

Association will be held at the University on Thursday, October 17.
Campus  members  of the  association  are  particularly  urged  to

attend as it is proposed that plans for graduate participation in the
Monash Silver Jubilee celebrations (May,  1986) will be discussed.

The meeting will be held at 7.30 in R3. Wine and cheese will be
served.

PROFESSOR OF FRENCH NAMED
Dr Brian Nelson, a senior lecturer in French at the University

College of Wales, Aberystwyth, has been appointed Professor of
French at Monash. He will take up his appointment in September,
1986,  succeeding  Professor  R.  C.  Garagnon,  who  resigned  late
last year.

A  graduate  in  modern  and  medieval  languages  of  Downing
College,  Cambridge,  Dr Nelson spent a number of years in full

time   research   at   New   College,   Oxford,   before   joining   the
University College of Wales in  1973,

He took the degree of Master of Arts from Cambridge in 1972
and  in  1979  completed  his  doctorate  at  Oxford  with  a  thesis
entitled  `Zola  and  the  Bourgeoisie:  A  Study  of  Themes  and
Techniques in Les Rougon-Macquart'.

Dr    Nelson    has    held    teaching    appointments    at    French
institutions in Perigueux and Avignon and at the Ecole Normale
Superievre  of  the  University  of  Paris.   His  principal  research
interests  are  in  the  French  realist  novel  and  in  the  sociology  of
literature.

Dr Nelson was born in Lincolnshire in September,  1946, and is
married with two children.

LA TROBE CHAIR FOR MONASH MAN
Dr Tharam  Dillon,  a Monash graduate and  at present senior

lecturer in Electrical Engineering at Monash, has been appointed
Foundation   Professor   of   Computer   Science   at   La   Trobe
University.  He will take up the appointment at the beginning of
1986.

Dr  Dillon  graduated  Bachelor  of  Engineering  at  Monash  in
1967    and    gained    his    Ph.D.    here    in    1974.    He   has    held
appointments  as  Visiting  Professor  of Computer  Science  at  the
University of California, Los Angeles, and as Guest Professor at
the   Rhein-Westphalia   Technical   University   in   Aachen,   West
Germany.

Dr   Dillon's   research   interests   cover   the   broad   fields   of
computer   science   and   systems,    computer   applications   and
computational methods.  In his time at Monash he has developed
strong links with industrial undertakings as well as with Telecom
Australia and the State Electricity Commission of Victoria. He is
co-editor in chief of two  UK-based  international journals,  The
International    Journal    of   Computer    Systems,    Science    and
Engineering  and  the  International  Journal  of Electrical  Power
and Energy Systems.

SUPER: EARLY RESPONSE NEEDED
Early returns of the supperannuation questionnaire distributed

to M Scheme members last month indicate that the ` `cash option' '
will  prove  popular  among  those  proposing  to  transfer  to  the
Superannuation Scheme for Australian Universities (SSAU).

M Scheme members were advised that the University hoped to
finalise  negotiations  with  SSAU  in  time  to  enable  it  to  seek
admission to SSAU on December  1,1985.

The  preliminary  questionnaire  sought  an  early  indication  of
members'  expectations.  The  questionnaire  is  not  binding,  and
members will have full opportunity to revise their plans at a later
date.

However, a number of forms are still outstanding and members
who have not yet completed their questionnaires are urged to do
so and to return them to the Superannuation Officer as soon as
possible.  Anonymous returns will be accepted.



$135,000 IN AMSTAC GRANTS
The   Australian   Marine   Science   and   Technology   Advisory

Committee  has  announced  grants  worth  more  than  S135,000 to
seven Monash projects under the Federal Government's Marine
Sciences and Technologies Grants Scheme.

Research  to  be  financed  ranges  from  biological  studies  on
Antarctic  kelp  and  krill to the mathematical modelling  of shelf
wakes and eddies.

In  all  the  committee  allocated  more  than  $3.8  million  to  150
projects.  Victoria's share of money amounted to about $643,000
which  compares  with  about  $927,000  awarded  to  New  South
Wales  and  $1.5  million  to  Queensland.  Both  the  University  of
Sydney and James Cook University received more than $5cO,coo
under the scheme.

CSIRO POST FOR DR NESTEL
Dr Paul Nestel, Deputy Director of the Baker Medical Research

Institute,  which  is  affiliated  with  Monash,  has  been  appointed
Director of the CSIRO Division of Human Nutrition in Adelaide.
There he  takes  over  from  Dr  Basil Hetzel who was  foundation
Professor  of  Social  and  Preventive  Medicine  at  Monash  from
1968  to  1976.

SALZBURG SEMINAR PROGRAM, 1986
The  Information  Office  has  received  a  copy  of the  Salzburg

Seminar Program for  1986.
The program encompasses nine separate sessions, held at Schloss

Leopoldskron,    Salzburg,    Austria,    between    January    and
September.  They  are:  Changing  Patterns  in European-American
relations;   Abuse   of   alcohol:   Strategies   toward   control;   The
international    negotiation    process;    World    financial    markets;
Assessing rapid change; Philosophy and public affairs; The role of
non-profit   institutions;   American   law   and   legal   institutions;
American   politics   and   the   foreign   policy   process;   Telecom-
munications technology:  Economic and human implications.

The  program  brochure  may  be  perused  in  the  Information
Office,  but  fuller  information  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to:
Salzburg Seminar,  Schloss Leopoldskron,  A-5010 Salzburg,  Box
129, Austria. The Australian contact for preliminary information
is Sir John Bunting,  3 Wickham Crescent,  Red Hill, ACT 2603.

FACULTY BOARD ELECTIONS
Nominations    have    been    called    for    the    election    of   six

undergraduate members of the Board of the Faculty of Science.
Term of office is one year.

Two representatives will be elected from each of the biological,
mathematical  and  physical  areas  of the  faculty.  Full  details  are
available from the Science faculty office.

Nominations close at  12 noon on Friday,  October  11.

COMING EVENTS
The Red Cross Blood Bank will be on campus on Thursday and

Friday,  October  10-11,  and  Monday,  October  14.  Donors  can
make bookings now at the Union Desk.

***

Dr C.  N. Kerr, Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, will give
an  Engineering  Colloquium  on   "Digital  simulation  applied  to
steam   generator   draught   control"   in   Engineering   Conference
Room  G15/l  at  4  p.in.,  Wednesday,  October  9.  Inquiries:  ext.
3513.

***
"Engineering  and  Social  Responsibility"  is  the  title  of  the

Environmental Forum to be held in the GSES Seminar Room at
5.15  p.in.,  Wednesday,  October 9.  Inquiries:  3839.

***

Ms Gay Sculthorpe will give an Aboriginal Studies Lecture on
"Aboriginal art"  in R6 at  I  p.in.  on Thursday,  October  10.

***
"Overnight  Only"  is  the  title  of  a  new  comedy  by  Dennis

Davison,  to be presented in the English Drama Studio at 8 p.in.
on Friday,  October  11  (sherry at 7.30).  Tickets,  at $2,  available
from the English Office,  room 707,  Menzies Building.
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"Implications    of    the    Blackburn    Report    for    multicultural

education and second language learning" is the title of a seminar
to be held by the Centre for Migrant and lntercultural Studies on
Monday,  October  14.  It will be held in R6 at 7.30 p.in.

***

Dr   Yew-Kwang   Ng,    Reader   in   Economics,    will   give   a
Development   Studies   Group   Seminar   on   "Current   Chinese
economic reforms-will they last?" on Tuesday, October 15. The
seminar will be held in  R3  at  1.05  p.in.

***

Professor  Ken  Ruthven  (Melbourne)  will  give  a  seminar  on
"Feminist  literary  studies:  Criticising  criticism"  for  the  Centre

for  General  and  Comparative  Literature  in  room  310,  Menzies
Building,  at 3.15  p.in.  on Wednesday,  October  16.

***

David Crossley, Department of Minerals & Energy, will give an
Environmental Forum on  "Energy planning in Victoria:  A case
study in public policy formation" in the GSES Seminar Room at
5.15  p.in.,  Wednesday,  October  16.

***

Ms  Kath  Walker,  will  give  an  Aboriginal  Studies  Lecture  on
"Aboriginal literature" in R6 at I p.in. on Thursday, October 17.

***

Professor  Fritz  Loffler,  Universitat Karlsruhe,  Germany,  will
give  an  Engineering  Colloquium  on  "Advances  and  trends  in
particle  collection  by  deep-bed  filters"  in  E5  at  3.30  p.in.  on
Friday,  October  18.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The  Sanwa  Bank  Foundation  of  Japan  has  established  an

annual  scholarship  valued  at  SUS3000  to  encourage  research  in
Japanese   Studies,    preferably   in   the   field   of   business   and
commerce.

It is  open to Monash students  enrolled in the final year of an
honours degree or as graduate or postdoctoral scholars.

Further information may be obtained from the Secretary to the
Faculty of Arts, with whom applications for the 1986 scholarship
dr>se on Friday,  October  11.

***

The Royal  Commission  for the Exhibition of 1851  is  offering
Science   Research   Scholarships   a.nd   Rutherford   Scholarships,
open  to  graduates  in  the  physical  and  biological  sciences  (pure
and applied) and in engineering.

Tenable abroad, they are valued at 4300 pounds p.a. (1851) and
4350 pounds p.a.  (Rutherford),  plus allowances.

Applications  close  at  the  Graduate  Scholarships  Office  on
January 31,1986.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION
Secretary

COMPTROLLER
Central Services-Patrolman; Maintenance-Painter;
Apprenticeships:  Apprentice Carpenter  I st year;  Apprentice
Electrical Mechanic  lst year;  Apprentice Painter  lst year;
Apprentice Plumber  lst year

FACULTY OF MEDICINE
M i.crobiology-Research Assistant

SCIENCE
Chemistry-Research Assistant

Copies  of  relevant  advertisements  can  be  sighted  on  application  to
Room  106,  First Floor.  University Offices Annexe.

Telephone  inquiries  about  academic  positions  should  be  directed  [o
extension 4047, clerical positions to 4038, and technical positions to 4055.

All  applications  must  carry  a job  reference  number  obtainable  from
Staff Branch.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer


