
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Clayton time fires up  
Malaysian student  

Jing Tien Khor 
Course graduated from: BSc (Hons) majoring 
in biomedical science (microbiology) at 
Monash’s Sunway campus in Malaysia 

Year of Graduation: 2010 

Job: Clinical Research Associate, PAREXEL 
International 

Career: Research assistant and tutor at 
Monash in Malaysia; School of Business 
administrative executive; Clinical Trial Monitor, 
Roche Malaysia 

Reflection: “Without doing science at Monash, I 
may not have fallen as much in love with 
research.” 

   

“I really liked my time as an 
exchange student – it was 
one of the main reasons of 

me continuing research.”   

Jing Tien Khor set her sights on carrying out research 

internationally early: she was studying at Monash 

University’s Sunway campus when she took the 

unusual step of approaching her tutors about gaining 

overseas experience while still an undergraduate. 

“I didn’t have high distinctions but asked around to 

seek out potential ways to see what I could do in the 

research world,” she says. 

Australian experience was vital 

Khor spent eight months at Monash University’s 

Clayton campus in second year in 2008; one semester 

as an exchange student and eight weeks on a 

‘vacation’ scholarship. To her the experience was 

invaluable. 

She says the scholarship gave her exposure to 

different laboratories and lecturers, and to international 

students.  

Khor worked on a project isolating proteins at Clayton 

before spending two weeks at the Australian Centre of 

Blood Diseases in Monash’s Central Clinical School at 

the Alfred Hospital. “I really liked my time as an 

exchange student in Australia – it was one of the main 

reasons of me continuing research,” she says. 

Khor went on to finish honours in microbiology at 

Monash in Malaysia, conducting research into isolating 

bacteria in streams to find ways to kill mosquitoes and 

hopefully help prevent the spread of dengue fever. 

She worked as a research assistant in microbiology on 

the campus and tutored part time for a year after 

graduating, then spent seven months as an 

administrative executive in the School of Business 

whilst writing up her research papers. 

Corporate role a break from research 

After being at university for six years, Khor decided to 

take a break from life on campus and to seek out a 

corporate role. 

She gained a job as a clinical trial monitor with 

pharmaceutical company Roche in Malaysia. It was a 

responsible position that involved preparing 

information for regulatory agencies and local approval 

of clinical trials, ensuring that supplies and equipment 

were available, briefing staff on protocols and 

monitoring the trials to ensure that they were conducted 

according to these protocols. 

“In that job meticulousness was very important,” says 

Khor. “You get more analytical with science, as well as 

meticulous.” 

Nurturing a yen for science 

Yet Khor still wanted to work in research. “I still miss 

those times of research with fellow classmates, with 

everyone helping each other, and I had good 

supervisors,” she says. 

Recently, she moved to PAREXEL International, a large 

clinical research organisation, for a job as a Clinical 

Research Associate. She is applying the same 

meticulousness and attention to detail as she did at 

Roche but across Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia. 

She’d like to continue research in food microbiology, 

perhaps returning to Australia one day, and has applied 

for scholarships to conduct a PhD. 

 

 

 


