
 

 

Svetozar Kovacevic 
Course: BSc majoring in medical studies 

Year of graduation: 1997 

Job: Science and Innovation Officer with the 
British High Commission. 

Career: Scientist at Monash University on 
Malaria Vaccine Initiative with CSL, Principal 
Scientist with Pfizer. 

Reflection: “It’s important in science to see the 
bigger picture, to recognise the motivations and 
priorities of the research funding bodies – 
organisations acting in the national interest.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Science the ticket    
to diplomatic career 

“The diversity’s really terrific 
– I still get to be in science 
but I don’t have to do the 

hard slog of experiments!”  

It’s a question microbiologist Svetozar Kovacevic is 

often asked: how did he, as an Australian-born 

scientist, end up working for the British Government in 

a diplomatic role? 

Kovacevic is the Science and Innovation Officer with 

the British High Commission and is responsible for 

promoting the interests of UK science in Australia.  

“Working for the UK government is great – it’s well-

resourced and serviced and I’m part of a network of 90 

people stationed around the world who do it,” he says. 

Australia and the UK’s scientific 
connection 

Kovacevic furthers scientific collaboration between the 

UK and Australia, liaising with government, academia 

and research bodies.  

He hosts high-level visits to Australia by British 

ministers, academics and prominent scientific 

speakers, runs promotional events around visiting 

dignitaries and keeps an eye out for business 

opportunities to pass on to his colleagues in the trade 

and investment team.   

“The diversity in the job’s really terrific. I still get to be 

in science but I don’t have to do the hard slog of  

experiments, although I miss it from time to time,” says 

Kovacevic. 

“I’m learning new things and making new contacts. It’s 

a really nice job in terms of creating networks and 

being an influencer in Australia.” 

Researching is essential 

Kovacevic “reads up” and talks to experts to stay 

abreast of matters ranging from astronomy, synthetic 

biology, graphene and advanced materials, to aspects 

of energy such as carbon capture and storage. 

He says it was his aptitude for finding out information, 

honed through science, which helped him gain the job 

two years ago. 

Although hosting his first ministerial visit came as a 

“steep learning curve” Kovacevic has adapted well to 

diplomatic life. 

He has been helped with career training through the 

British Government to develop such skills as policy 

development and international diplomacy.  

First work with Infectious diseases 

Kovacevic studied microbiology at Monash and 

completed his PhD investigating tuberculosis in 2002. 

He stayed on at Monash working on the Malaria Vaccine 

Initiative with CSL, funded by the Bill and Belinda Gates 

Foundation – a bridge between academia and industry 

that piqued his interest in industry.  

He then worked as the Principal Scientist for the 

pharmaceutical company Pfizer for over three years 

before taking up his current position. 

Kovacevic says that as a recently married man and 

expectant father who loves Melbourne that he is unlikely 

to pursue a diplomatic career because it would involve 

relocating often. “My longer term ambitions are to work 

for government or return to the university sector in 

Melbourne or Canberra.”   

 


