
  

 

Welcome to the first CCS ECR 
newsletter for the year. We have a new 
look ECR committee for 2012. Many 
thanks to our outgoing members for all 
their contributions in 2011, and we 
welcome three new CCS members to 
the committee this year (Hao Lu, 
Mellissa Brown and Stuart Lee). We 
also have Lavinia Tran and Carolina 
Weller from the School of Public Health 
and Preventative Medicine (SPHPM) 
joining our committee. The new 
members are profiled on page 2. 
 
We welcome feedback, so let us know 
your thoughts on what we are doing, or 
if there is anything we’re missing out 
on. Talk to one of the committee 
members or drop us an email at 
ecr.AMREP@monash.edu. 
 
 
There are lots of activities for ECRs to 
get involved with this year. Keep an eye 
out for the following: 
 
Mentorship program  
This has run with great success in the 
past, and will again be offered in 2012. 
The program aims to link mentors with 
mentees to provide career development 
advice in a confidential environment. It 
will begin with a seminar on 1st May. 
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DATES FOR YOUR 

CALENDAR 

 
ECR Seminar: Mentoring 
Tuesday 1

st
 May 

Presenter: Julie Warnock 
2pm-3pm: Introduction to 
mentoring; How, why and 
who for? 
3:00-4.30pm: Interactive 
Workshop on the “how 
to’s” of mentoring  
(includes afternoon tea). 
 
Monash ECR Biannual 
Symposium 
mid-June 
 
AMREP-wide 2012 ECR 
Retreat      
27th-28th September 
The Country Place 

Retreat, Kalorama. 

 

COMMENTS/ 

FEEDBACK?  

Want to advertise an event 

in the precinct? Won an 

award or published a 

paper?  

 

Contact us today 

Email us at 

ecr.AMREP@monash.edu 

 

ABOUT ECRTIMES 

ECRTIMES is the quarterly 

e-newsletter of the early 

career researchers of 

Central Clinical School, 

Monash University. 

ECRTIMES is prepared by  

Damien Saulep-Easton & 

Mhairi Maxwell 

 

 

ECRTimes

AMREP ECR Retreat  
Following on from the successes of 
previous years, the 2012 retreat will be 
bigger and  better than ever. For the 
first time it will be open to ECRs from 
across AMREP, including Monash CCS 
(Dept. Immunology, Dept. Medicine, 
ACBD), Monash SPHPM, the Baker IDI, 
the Burnet Institute, and The Alfred. 
This means that the retreat program will 
have a greater focus on topics and 
issues that are common to ECRs from a 
broad range of scientific and medical 
backgrounds. 
 
The retreat will feature a variety of 
keynote speakers and workshops, as 
well as social activities. It will be held at 
the Country Place Retreat in Kalorama. 
For those who can’t stay overnight, 
there will be a limited number of day 
registrations available. More information 
and registration dates will be available 
in the next issue of the ECR Times. 
 
Monash ECR Biannual Symposium 
This will give ECRs an opportunity to 
present their research to their peers 
and other scientists on the AMREP 
campus. The symposium will be held 
twice a year with the first in mid June 
and the second in mid November. A call 
for participants will be sent out shortly 
(poster and oral formats). It is fully 
catered and prizes will be awarded! 
 



 

Lavinia Tran 
Research Fellow, Centre of Cardiovascular 
Research & Education in Therapeutics (CCRET), 
SPHPM. 
Years Post Doc: 1 
Research interest/area: Cardiac Surgery (Clinical) 

  

Meet your 2012 executive ECR team 
   
Your ECR Committee underwent some changes early this year, with a 
new Chair appointed to replaced Nicole Mifsud. Lachlan Gray, from the 
Monash Biochemistry/Burnet Institute is your new ECR Chair and is 
supported by Hao Lu as Secretary and Antonia Miller, who is continuing 
as Treasurer.  
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ACBD 

MAITHILI SASHINDRANATH 

Maithili.Sashindranath@monash.edu  

MELLISSA BROWN 

Mellissa.Brown@monash.edu 

 

BIOCHEMISTRY/BURNET 
INSTITUTE 

LACHLAN GRAY (CHAIR) 

Lachlan.Gray@monash.edu 

 

BURNET INSTITUTE 

ANNA HEARPS 

Annah@burnet.edu.au 

 

IMMUNOLOGY 

ANTONIA MILLER (TREASURER) 

Antonia.Miller@monash.edu 

SARA PRICKETT 

Sara.Prickett@monash.edu  

DAMIEN SAULEP-EASTON 

Damien.Easton@monash.edu  

MHAIRI MAXWELL 

Mhairi.Maxwell@monash.edu  

 

MEDICINE 

JULIANNE BAYLISS 

Julianne.Bayliss@monash.edu 

NICOLE MIFSUD  (FACULTY ECR 

COMMITTEE) 

Nicole.Mifsud@monash.edu 

HAO LU 

Hao.Lu@monash.edu 

 

MONASH ALFRED 
PSYCHIATRY RESEARCH 
CENTRE  

STUART LEE 

S.Lee@alfred.org.au 

 

SPHPM ECR  

LAVINIA TRAN 

Lavinia.Tran@monash.edu 

CAROLINA WELLER 

Carolina.Weller@monash.edu 

 

 

Carolina Dragica Weller 
Senior Research Fellow, SPHPM, Dept. of 
Epidemiology and preventive medicine 
Years Post Doc: 1 
Research interest/area: chronic disease 
management, wounds, vascular circulation,  
randomised controlled trials, evidence based  
practice, health services research. 

Hao Lu 
Research Fellow, Burnet Institute/Sharon 
Lewin's group 
Years Post Doc: 1 
Research interests/area: Histone  
deacetylase inhibitors and HIV latency 

Mellissa Brown 
Guthridge/Wei Lab, Australian Centre for Blood 
Diseases 
Years Post Doc: <1 
Research Interest/area:  
Acute Myeloid Leukemia 

Stuart Lee 
Monash Alfred Psychiatry Research Centre 
Years Post Doc: 3 
Research interest/area: Models of mental health 
care, psychological impact of medical illness (in 
particular cancer, burns, chronic fatigue syndrome), 
novel medication approaches in psychiatry. 

Lachlan Gray 

 

Hao Lu 

 

Antonia Miller 

 



 
As a young researcher undertaking a research 
career journey, time is your most valuable 
resource. Focusing on the right activities and 
choosing the right tools can mean the difference 
between career acceleration and career 
stagnation. Prof. lan Johnson has produce the 2nd 
edition of Charting a Course For A Successful 
Research Career  - a handy manual for young 
ECRs, including tips on finding a mentor, writing 
targeted grants, applying for fellowships and 
networking. 
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/discrete-
optimization/guidelines/charting-a-course-for-
a-successful-research-career/ 
 

EMCR Forum 
The Australian Early-Mid Career Researchers Forum 
is an initiative of the Australian Academy of Science 
which aims to represent fellows and faculty who are 
0-15 years post-Research Higher Degree - including 
those from research institutes, universities, hospitals, 
industry, CSIRO, CRCs and other research 
organisations. The Forum also welcomes students 
completing a Higher Degree by Research. Liaising 
with groups like Science & Technology Australia, the 
Australian Society for Medical Research and 
Discoveries Need Dollars, the Forum aims to 
represent EMCRs with focus on policy issues that 
directly affect you and/or your personnel - e.g. 
education, funding (GDP investment, NHMRC, ARC 
etc), job security, career structure, different career 
paths, the brain drain, 
gender equity and 
professional skills 
development.  
 
It is important that young 
researchers take the first 
step and sign up to the 
Academy EMCR 
Database. Via the ECR 
Database, the Forum will 
communicate its ongoing 
activities including 
information about its 
upcoming national EMCR 
meeting, "Careers in 
Australian Science", to be 
held in September 2012. 
Sign-up here:  
http://www.science.org.au/ecr/ecrlist.html 
 
 

Symposium @ Shine Dome 
The Australian Academy of Science would like to 
invite ECRs to the Science at the Shine Dome. Held 
every May at the Shine Dome in Canberra, this year’s 
offering includes a one-day Symposium exploring the 
very latest in Antarctic science including climate 
science, physics, biochemistry, marine biology and 
more, in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 
Australasian expedition to Antarctica led by a 
founding Fellow of the Academy, Sir Douglas 
Mawson. 
  
Science at the Shine Dome attracts more than 250 
distinguished and early career scientists and teachers 
from across Australia and disciplines. It is also the 
focus of intense media attention. This year the 
Science at the Shine Dome events will be held from 
Wednesday 2 May to Friday 4 May 2012. 
The full program and registration information will be 
available on the Academy’s website: 
http://science.org.au/events/index.html 

 

France-Australia Science Innovation 
Collaboration Program Early Career 
Fellowships 2012 
The Australian Academy of Science invites 
applications from Australian early career researchers 
for the France-Australia Science Innovation 
Collaboration (FASIC) Program Early Career 
Fellowships in 2012. 
  
The FASIC program is a joint fund to support high 
calibre Australian and French early career 
researchers (ECRs) nominated by their institutions, to 
expand research and innovation activities and to 
initiate substantial research networks and linkages to 
support both countries’ research and innovation 

priorities. 
  
Candidates should be 
research active in the 
fields of (1) medical 
science and 
biotechnology; (2) energy, 
including clean energy; (3) 
sustainable infrastructure 
and transportation; and (4) 
climate change and 
environment in the areas 
of marine science, land 
and water management 
and fire management. 
  
Applications close on 
Friday 6 April 2012. 

See website for information &  guidelines:  
http://www.science.org.au/internat/europe/ecr-
france.html 

FACULTY ECR WEBSITE 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

This Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences now has 

an established ECR Committee based at the Clayton Campus. 

Our outgoing chair, Nicole Mifsud is a committee member and 

will act as an important interface between our own committee at 

CCS and the Faculty ECR committee. 

 

The Faculty ECR Information Gateway Website was launched 

on 12 September 2011 and contains many useful links for 

ECRs and also advertises upcoming ECR events. It can be 

accessed directly via the following link: 

 

http://www.med.monash.edu.au/intranet/research/ecrinformatio

ngateway/ 
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ECR e-RESOURCES 

INFORMATIVE ECR PORTAL: 

http://intranet.monash.edu.au

/research/ecr/ 

 
ECR-TARGETED SCHEMES: 

http://www.monash.edu.au/re

searchoffice/fod/ecr-

schemes.php 

 
PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS & 

PRIZES: 

http://www.monash.edu.au/re

searchoffice/prestige/awards.

html 

 
RESEARCHERS’ ONLINE 

PROJECTS ENQUIRY SYSTEM 

(ROPES):  

http://www.monash.edu/rese

archoffice/ropes 

 
THINKWELL RESOURCES FOR 

MAXIMISING YOUR 

PRODUCTIVITY  

http://ithinkwell.com.au/ 

 
ECR WEBSITE 
The ECR website has been 

recently updated and is a 

great resource for ECRs.  

http://www.med.monash.edu.

au/cecs/ecr-committee.html 
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ECR Spotlight! 

 
Congratulations to Lachlan Gray (CIB) 
for securing an Australian Centre for 
HIV & Hepatitis Research (ACH2) 
Project Grant "Quantitative, real-time 
HIV neutralisation assay". 
 
Further congrats to Sara Prickett and 
colleagues on receiving a 3 year grant 
from the Alfred Trust Foundation for 
their project: “Novel peanut allergy 
immunotherapy with translation to 
clinical trial”. 
 
Congratulations to Charbel Darido 
who received a competitive 
Philanthropic Grant from the Harold 
and Cora Brennan  Equity Trustees, 
through the Alfred Foundation. The 
funding will help to purchase a 
FluorChem M Multifluor System that 
will allow specific examination of 
proteins in cancer cells. 

 
Hannah Lee, Sharelle Sturgeon, 
Shaun Jackson, and Justin Hamilton. 
(2012). The contribution of thrombin-
induced platelet activation to thrombus 
growth is diminished under pathological 
blood shear conditions. Thromb. 
Haemost. 107, 328-337. 
 
Hannah Lee and Justin Hamilton. 
(2012). Physiology, pharmacology, and 
therapeutic potential of protease-
activated receptors in vascular disease. 
Pharmacol. Ther. 134(2):246-259. 
 
Segrave RA, Thomson RH, Cooper 
NR, Croft RJ, Sheppard DM, Fitzgerald 
PB. se. Journal of Affective Disorders. 
In Press (accepted 6th March 2012). 
 
Niego B, Freeman R, Puschmann TB, 
Turnley AM, Medcalf RL.(2012) t-PA-
specific modulation of a human BBB 
model involves plasmin-mediated 
activation of the Rho-kinase pathway in 
astrocytes.Blood. In press. 
doi:10.1182/blood-2011-07-369512 
 

Congratulations to the following ECRs 
for their  recent achievements! 
 
Don’t be shy - let us know if you have won an award, 
published a paper or received recognition so we can 
publish it here. Profiling yourself allows others to hear 
about your work and achievements and may even lead to 
new collaborations and  friendships. 
Email us at ecr.AMREP@monash.edu. 
 

 
Jessica Mountford gave an invited presentation (Student prize finalist) at the 
December meeting of the Australasian Society of Clinical & Experimental 
Pharmacology & Toxicology (ASCEPT) in Perth. 
 
Eleanor Livingston Jones won a Jomar Ebioscience $500 poster prize at the 
Australasian Society for Immunology  (ASI) conference in Adelaide. 
 
William Figgett, Zeyad Nasa and Maverick Lau won poster encouragement 
awards at the ASI  conference in Adelaide. Zeyad Nasa also won the Australian 
Biosearch travel award and Jie Yu Chung won an ASI travel bursary award. 
 
Carolina Dragica Weller has been awarded an Australian Wound Tissue Repair 
Society Travel Award to present her research at the 3

rd
 AWTRS conference in 

Sydney in May 2012. 
 
Congrats to Sara Prickett and colleagues on receiving the Prof. Daniel Czarny 
Prize ($500) for best Allergy & Asthma research poster, The Alfred Hospital Poster 
Week, Melbourne. 

 

 

  
  

ECR 

 


