
There are some significant and exciting 
developments in medical education in 
Gippsland this year. You may have already 
seen our press release that 8 of the 10 Intern 
places in the 2013 intake of the Gippsland 
Regional Intern Training (GRIT) program have 
been taken up by graduates of the Monash 
Regional Clinical Schools in Gippsland, 
including graduates of the Gippsland 
Medical School. This is a strong indication 
that we are having success in establishing 
“joined-up” medical education structures in 
the region, providing the opportunity for rural 
clinical school graduates to undertake the 
next stages of their medical training in the 
Gippsland region. 

To complete this framework, we are also 
putting in place the arrangements for the 
Gippsland Rural Generalist training program. 

The Victorian Government has committed 
funding over four years to establish the Rural 
Generalist Program in the areas of obstetrics, 
anaesthetics, emergency medicine and 
surgery. Southern GP Training (SGPT) in 
partnership with Monash University School 
of Rural Health (SRH) and local hospitals 
has been successful in obtaining funds to 
establish four pathways in Gippsland: 
three in obstetrics and one in anaesthetics. 
The aim is to identify and recruit local 
medical students and interns and to support 
them as they train in Gippsland and hopefully 
remain in the region after they have attained 
their Fellowship. 

Candidates are offered opportunities in 
general practice and advanced specialised 
training in either obstetrics or anaesthetics. 

Current SGPT Registrars may also be 
able to enter the program. The end-point 
of the program is either a Fellowship of the 
Australian College of Rural and Remote 
Medicine (FACRRM) or Fellowship of the 
Royal Australian College of General 
Practitioners (FRACGP), and either a Diploma 
of the Australian and New Zealand College of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology (DRANZCOG 
Advanced) or a Joint Consultative Committee 
on Anaesthesia (JCCA) certification.     

The Gippsland Rural Generalist Program 
is the product of the hard work and 
enthusiasm of Dr James Brown, Director 
of Training SGPT, Gippsland Obstetrician 
Dr David Simon, and Ms Julie Rogalsky, 
Regional Manager SGPT. The establishment 
of this program has required considerable 
negotiation with a range of organisations, 
in particular the major health services in 
Gippsland, to establish quarantined hospital 
placements for the program. Doctors 
graduating from the Gippsland RGP will be 
equipped with the knowledge and skills for 
community office-based general practice 
as well as procedural hospital practice and 
emergency and inpatient care. 
The objective of the program is to contribute 
to the sustainability of the procedural GP 
workforce in the region. 

Two other “pieces of the jigsaw” are also 
contributing to the framework of training 
pathways to rural practice in Gippsland. 

The first is the Gippsland Medical Workforce 
Partnership, funded by the Victorian 
Department of Health, which over the past 
two to three years has been focussing on 

improving the opportunities for intern 
placements in Gippsland. This has enabled 
expansion of the GRIT program to the 
current 10 places, and the Partnership, 
with representation from the hospitals in 
the region, Monash University and SGPT, is 
looking to secure additional intern and PGY2 
places (including community placements) to 
enable more junior doctors to undertake all 
of their training in the region. 

The second opportunity is the Federally-
funded Expanded Specialist Training 
Program, which provides support for local 
hospitals and Specialist doctors to create 
positions in the region for Registrars 
undertaking training with Specialist Colleges.

When more of these posts have been 
established, we will have local medical 
education programs at all levels of training, 
thus completing the “pipeline” for rural 
medical careers from selection, 
undergraduate education through to 
completion of specialist qualifications, 
including general practice -- all able to 
be undertaken in the Gippsland region. 

Ultimately this will enable planning and 
implementation of training for the future 
medical workforce needs of the Gippsland 
region.             

  

David Campbell 
Director  
EGRCS  
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2013 has commenced 
with a hive of activity, in 
January we held an 
“Aboriginal Integrated 
Forum” in conjunction 
with the East Gippsland 
School for Aboriginal 
Health Professionals, 
followed closely by a 
“Student Supervision in 

the Practice Workshop”. 2013 also sees the 
East Gippsland Regional Clinical School 
(EGRCS) bringing South Gippsland 
on-board and delivering the Year 4C 
integrated program into the towns of 
Wonthaggi, Korumburra, Foster and 
Leongatha, and we would like to welcome 
David Iser and Marlene Archbold to the 
EGRCS staff and thank them for their valued 
input and ongoing support in getting this 
ready for the start of the Academic year. 
EGRCS is now a 3 site 
school with offices in Leongatha, Sale and 
Bairnsdale. February saw 23 Year 4C 

Manager’s Report
students commence with us based in 
practices from Orbost through to Wonthaggi 
and everywhere in between together with 8 
Y3B students for the full academic year. We 
will be hosting a further 43 Y5D students  for 
6 week rotations and 66 Year 2 students in 
our region, and we are again hosting 24 
Year 2 & 3 Division One nursing degree 
students for the academic year. In February 
we were kept busy with Student Community 
welcomes, Orientation, Simulated Learning 
workshops and NHET Sim Training, and as 
we move into March it does not look like we 
are going to slow down. 

The New Zealand Otago University 
exchange will again be a feature with 2 
students being selected to represent the 
EGRCS, and the annual “Pat Farry Cup” 
will be contested in August with our cohort 
of students taking on the Otago cohort in a 
medical and general knowledge quiz via 
video link. The staff at Bairnsdale raised 
$367 for Breast Cancer research during 

February, great effort team, with further 
opportunities to come.

The 2 short term accommodation houses 
purchased last year are in high demand from 
nursing and allied health students and we could 
certainly fill another in Sale if it was available. 
Also in demand are the Sale and Bairnsdale 
tutorial rooms and skills laboratories, with 
consistent bookings by varied stakeholder and 
community groups for health related workshops 
and training. The School of Rural Health in East 
Gippsland is finally making its mark in the local 
communities, with the staff and their expertise 
being sought out as both presenters, guest 
speakers with stakeholders and community 
groups. With many staff applying for research 
funding, and undertaking a variety of further 
learning opportunities on top of their day to 
day duties 2013 will be busy and a very 
challenging year for all.

Debra Johnston 
Manager 
EGRCS

Simulated Learning 
Environment (SLE)
What is a Simulation Learning Environment?

A designated area/ suite, which replicates a realistic, clinical world 
environment for learning and training purposes. The learner is able to 
practice and achieve mastery of clinical skills in a safe learning 
environment.

In 2012 East Gippsland Regional Clinical School (EGRCS) Bainsdale 
campus, was successful in securing a simulation grant from Health 
Workforce Australia (HWA) to support clinical education using simulation 
learning modalities for the East Gippsland Region.

The SLE project acknowledges our project partners – Bairnsdale 
Regional Health Service, Omeo District Hospital, Orbost Regional Health, 
Mallacoota Medical Centre.

Mission Statement:
Promote a safer environment for patients by using state of 
the art simulation technology in the training of healthcare 
professionals

Utilise inter professional collaboration to enhance education 
opportunuties,share innnovation across the region and utilise 
regional resources to their full capacity.

(The Simualtion Learning Education Centre, Gippsland 
Governance Committee : Strategic Plan 2012-2013).

This project is possible due to funding made available by Health 
Workforce Australia.

Year 4C students, Kane Treble and Lizzie Duffett  taking part in a simulation scenario 
with SLE Project Officer, Laurea Atkinson

Marlene Archbold and 
David Iser have joined 
EGRCS at the 
Leongatha campus

For further information and enquiries contact  

Laurea Atkinson 
Simulation Learning Environment Project Officer 

Telephone: +61 3 9902 6112 
Email: laurea.atkinson@monash.edu
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Placements for 2013 
Year 3B – Sale 
Divyamahishi Raghavan 
Johanna Borgelt 
Emmanuel Setlhako 
Leigh Carpenter 
Narelle Jay 
John May 
Lysa Wood 
Samuel Alexander 

Year 4C – Sale 
Laura Bidstrup 
Caitlin Chidlow 
Cassandra Coetzee 
Lone Galeitsiwe 
Anthony Hamilton 
Raamvive Vivekanandam 
Christopher Ward 

Year 4C Bairnsdale 
Elizabeth Duffett 
Kane Treble 
Meredith Salmon Krone 

As a follow on from the Gippsland Education Forum held in Traralgon 
last week, Fiona, Jenny & Kristy from Mildura followed the Princes 
Highway north to visit the East Gippsland Regional Clinical School 
Bairnsdale and Sale sites, both the MRCS and EGRCS sites have a lot 
in common and it was great to discuss how the sites overcome some 
obstacles such as distance, staffing, tutors, course delivery & IT etc a 
little bit like East meets West.

It was a fantastic visit with the sharing of ideas and experience across 
simulation, academia and administration, that will be very useful for all 
staff and should be something that the School of Rural Health sites do 
more regularly. The visit was so successful that all agreed it should be 
twice a year with a reciprocal visit to be scheduled.

Mildura Visitors 

Benjamin Karsz 
Shearne Wilkie 
Eleanor Woolveridge 
Tuan Anh (Bryan) Bui 
Carrie Cheng 
Peta Fielding 

Year 4C – Leongatha 
Margaret Young 
Michael Greig 
Rachel Elliott 
Kah Mun (Brandon) Cheong 
Rachel Boyd 
Alexander Hadskis Gordon 
Elizabeth Cole 

Year 5D – Sale/Bairnsdale/
Leongatha 
We will host 43 students for 
Year  5D rotations in 2013 
throughout our region

Year 4C students from the Bairnsdale, Sale and Leongatha campuses gathered together for Orientation week.

Year 3B student Group at the Sale campus
Staff from Mildura Regional Clinical School visited the Bairnsdale campus: Seated  L-R Kristy 
Allen, Debra Johnston, Fiona Wright, David Campbell. At rear Jenny Timmis.

Student Welcomes 
East Gippsland Regional Clinical School, now a 3 campus School, held 
welcomes across the region for the 2013 cohort of students. Attended by 
local medical clinic staff and hospital staff these welcome events give us 
the opportunity to introduce the students to those in involved in delivering 
all aspects of their curriculum throughout the academic year. 

EGRCS Activities to Date (continued on page 4)
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Important Dates 
for 2013
Placement Dates

Year 2 Pilot Program 
15 April – 26 April

Year 2 
29 April – 10 May
09 September – 20 September

Semester Dates

Year 3B 
Semester 1 04 February – 7 June
Semester 2 01 July – 01 November

Year 4C 
Semester 1 11 February – 14 June
Semester 2 08 July – 08 November

Year 5D 
28 January – 4 October 

Examination Period

11 November – 29 November (TBC)

As part of the Junior Medical Resident Officer 
(JMRO) Paediatric rural rotation, Loy Perryman 
and myself have organised a simulation evening 
during the resident rotation to Sale. We 
specifically present a scenario where the young 
doctor has to prepare for, then put into action 
and practically demonstrate to us how they 
would go about managing an ill baby or toddler.  
This not only tests their theoretical knowledge 
but more importantly helps us to, in a friendly 
and non-threatening environment,  

constructively give 
them pointers to 
improve on their 
skills and to 
consider very 
important 
resuscitative 

Paediatric Intern Training 
held at Sale Campus – a 
Tutor’s Perspective

Contact Us
East Gippsland RCS 
Bairnsdale

Telephone: +61 3 5150 3613 

Facsimile: +61 3 5150 3614

Postal Address

Monash University School of Rural Health, 

East Gippsland Regional Clinical School 
PO Box 1497, Bairnsdale, Victoria 3875

Sale

Telephone: +61 3 5143 8500 

Facsimile: +61 3 5143 8123

Postal Address

Monash University School of Rural Health, 

East Gippsland Regional Clinical School 
PO Box 9159, Sale, Victoria 3850

South Gippsland

Telephone: 0428 955 166

Postal Address

Monash University School of Rural Health, 

East Gippsland Regional Clinical School
PO Box 729, Leongatha, Victoria 3953

Website: 
www.med.monash.edu/srh/
eastgippsland/

Simulation training for health professionals 
across Gippsland

PNEG Training 
(EGRCS Activities cont from page 3) 

A training workshop for Medical Practice 
Nurses was held recently and attended by 
twelve nurses from practices throughout 
East Gippsland. Coordinated and conducted 
by Marnie Connolly from EGRCS and Robyn 
Adams from Gippsland East Gippsland  
Aboriginal Cooperative (GEGAC) the 
workshop concentrated on skills in Basic 
Life Support.

NHET Sim - Training the 
Healthcare Simulation Community 

A 2 day intensive program was run at the 
Bairnsdale campus of EGRCS  by NHET Sim 
aimed at anyone who currently, or intends to, 
use simulation as an educational method as 
support for the development of healthcare 
students and professionals.  A good cross 

principles that they may not know, possibly may 
have forgotten or even simply not practiced in a 
long time.

The Monash Sale Simulation Centre,  and the 
equipment available, is fantastic and state of 
the art.  It’s a spacious, well set out lab and 
conducive to excellence and learning. I applaud 
the staff who work tirelessly behind the scene 
and give up their own personal time, and 
accommodate all personnel and students.

The best “kick” I get from this program is 
that by teaching junior doctors and imparting 
knowledge that can be life-saving, they are 
taught good habits that will stay with them and 
help them to be safe, capable physicians and 
more confident in their abilities.  If inspired they 
have the opportunity to come back and practise 
more intubations, look through equipment or 
even practise drawing up drugs or can “play” 
with the defibrillator...... under supervision of 
course.

Austen Erasmus 
Paediatrician, Central Gippsland Health 
Service; Senior Lecturer, EGRCS Year 4C 
Program, Sale campus

section of healthcare professionals attended 
the workshop including nurse educators from 
the Central Gippsland Health Service in Sale, 
theatre nurses, nurse educators and an 
emergency doctor from Bairnsdale Regional 
Health and an ambulance educator from as 
far away as Mallacoota. 

Intern Training  
Intern training was again conducted at 
the Bairnsdale campus with a 2 hour skills 
stations session including chest drain insertion 
and paediatric physical assessment.

Aboriginal Integration Forum 
Darren Chester MP Federal Member for 
Gippsland together with the Gippsland East 
Gippsland (GEGAC) Aboriginal Cooperative 
and the East Gippsland School for Aboriginal 
Health Professionals (EGSAHP) attended an 
information and discussion forum on 
pathways and support for careers in Medicine, 
Nursing and other Health Professions for Koori 
students.

Nursing at Bairnsdale Campus 
Monash Gippsland nursing students  are back 
again this year attending skills lab hands on 
practical study and tutorials locally and 
attending lectures by videoconference thus 
negating the need for travel to complete their 
Bachelor of Nursing Practice course through 
Monash Gippsland. Currently there are 7 
students studying in Year 2 of the course with 
another 16 completing Year 3 of their course. 

Dr Austen Erasmus conducting a 
simulation training session with 
Paediatric resident Dr Katherine 
Jarosz


