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INTRODUCTION 

 

Justin Oakley: Okay so welcome everyone to this whistle blowing Q&A, my name's 
Justin Oakley, I'm from the Centre for Human Bioethics here at 
Monash University and I'm your host for tonight playing the Tony 
Jones role, and first of all I'd like to welcome the panel here today. 
On my left here we have Toni Hoffman who was the nurse in charge 
of the intensive care unit at Bundaberg Base Hospital in Queensland. 

 Tony received the 2006 Australian of the Year Local Hero award for 
her role s a whistleblower in the Bundaberg Base Hospital case 
involving the surgeon Dr Jayant Patel. So welcome Toni, she's also a 
Masters of Bioethics graduate from here at Monash. 

 So next to Tony we have Glenda Beecher who has 20 years 
experience as a practicing lawyer, and she's the deputy counsel of 
Monash University and has held that position since 2008, and in that 
position she advises university staff on complex student situations 
and prior to joining Monash she was in private legal practice 
primarily focusing on the resolution of disputes that arise from 
interpersonal conflict. So welcome Glenda. 

 On my right here we have Clare Delaney who is an associate 
professor in ethics and clinical education.  She's the director of 
teaching and learning at the University of Melbourne, School of 
Health Sciences. She also works in the medical school there. Clare's a 
clinical ethicist as well at the children's bioethics centre at the Royal 
Children's Hospital, and she has qualifications in health and medical 
law, in physiotherapy, and a PhD in health law and ethics. So 
welcome Clare. 

 Then further on my right is Deborah Griffiths who's a nurse, a 
midwife and a lawyer. Deb is also the deputy head of school in 
nursing and midwifery here at Monash, and she has worked clinically 
in many and varied settings both in Australia and the UK. She now 
teaches medico legal issues, and in her capacity of course convenor 
in the Bachelor of Nursing program she was frequently required to 
assist staff and students with their issues and concerns. So welcome 
to Deb. 
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 So I wanted to say a little bit about the aims of this event, what we're 
hoping to do in the next hour and a half.  It's quite a complex thing 
that we're trying to do here, and perhaps rather ambitious, and I 
should also perhaps say thanks to Jenny Keating here for setting this 
up and Marilyn Baird, who's not here, as well.  

 So what we're trying to do here is to support staff and students in 
dealing with confusing or unacceptable events that are experienced 
by students as learners during their placements. That's what's really 
brought this together, and that's where the cases that we'll be talking 
about actually come from. Now when we get to the cases that 
students are going to read, in all cases the confidentiality has been 
protected because the cases have been anonymized, and we're going 
to be discussing them as hypothetical cases. 

 So student volunteers are going to read the cases, and then I will call 
for discussion from the panel members about those cases. The aim 
of it really is to try to give students clearer guidance about what to 
do if they find themselves in a situation like that, that's really the aim 
of it. It's important also I think for us all to understand - especially 
because the event is being recorded, it is being you know filmed and 
recorded - that it's not appropriate for us to engage in accusative 
comments or vexatious comments that blame people. 

 We're more interested in these as hypothetical scenarios and what 
we might do in the future if someone were to find themselves in a 
situation like that. So it's important I think for us all to remember 
that respectful dialogue here when we're talking about these 
scenarios.  

 Now Jenny has set up a Tumblr account by which you can also 
contribute to discussion. The address is up there 
qajune25post.tumbler.com . If you want to contribute a comment 
again as per sort of Q&A style, you know for which I think they use 
Twitter - then what you can do is register for this Tumblr. It's been set 
up especially for this event, and you first of all need to, after you get 
on there, click on I'm not a robot. 

But as Jenny might explain there's a bit of a malfunction with certain 
interfaces, so we will shortly move on to the cases. Each of the eight 
cases there has a student volunteer who was not the student who 
raised the case, but is just the student who has volunteered to read it 
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out for tonight. We may not get through all of the eight cases, and 
I'm especially keen to save 15 minutes at the end for Toni Hoffman to 
say a little bit about her experience at Bundaberg Base Hospital, 
since she's come all the way down here. 


