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TEe warns on
ru n-down .of
universities
The Tertiary Education Commission has endorsed the view that
are a national asset, essential to the long-term health
and wealth of the country.

~niversities

It believes that Australia's interests will not he served by allowing the
considerable inv~stment in universities to be put at risk by their being allowed to
run down to such an extent that they cannot meet the nation's requirement for
highly qualified manpower and research.
This is one of the major themes to 84 announced by the Commonwealth
emerge from' volume one of the TEC's Government.
The TEC has recommended that
Report to the Federal Government for
funds additional to those shown in the
the 1982·84 Triennium.
The Report records that the table should be provided to enable
Universities Council, during its visits universities and CAEs to meet
to universities in 1980, had observed superannuation expenditure beyond
signs of decline in the quality of the 1981 rate up to a rate of 14% of the
salaries paid to staff entitled to
university operations.
Examples of this were the superannuation: 1983 - $3.5 million;
1984 - $7 million.
wide~pread use of obsolete equipment,
Other items of major interest in
deterioration of buildings and the
decreasing provision of library and the Report Include:
• The UC believes that the 1982-84
other services.
The Council has therefore argued triennium will not be one of growth of
that increases are necessary both in student numbers in universities,
operating and capital funding to although there will be some change
restore to an acceptable level the towards more advanced work and some
general quality of university activities, shift towards those faculties which
to permit the introduction of some new have a scientific orientation. The TEe
academic developments, and to allow has recommended a total student load
the universities to maintain a state of in each year of the triennium within
readiness which will enable them to the range 139.000 WSU to 142,000
WSU . This student load is the same as
respond promptly to future com
that in 1980 and estimated for 1981.
munity demands.
• In looking at future manpower
However, while the TEC agrees that
university budgets have been under needs the Commission has stated that
some pressure over the past few years, the probability of some future over
supply is to be preferred to the risk of
it is not prepared to recommend ad
ditional funding at the level proposed shortages of trained manpower and
by the UC. Nevertheless , the that it is preferable to accept some
Commission has expressed its concern imbalance in the short term rather
over reduced staff flexibility and has than to impart instability to the
stated it does not wish to see a intakes to tertiary courses.
deterioration of library services or
• Continued P. 2 .
neglect of building maintenance. It has
1979
1980
therefore recommended some increase
in recurrent funding to assist in
SM
SM
meeting changing needs of staff and for
1336.0 1339.3
the maintenance of library services Recurrent
Equipment
66.6
68.6
and buildings.

GRANTS
The grants recommended for each
institution will not be known until
Volume II is made available, probably
late in August. The actual total grants
for all universities and CAEs for the
years 1979-81 and the equivalent totals
recommended for 1982-84 are shown in
the table on this page.
The sums shown in the table do not
include the $16 million for Special
Research Centres over the period 1981

caplllli
Total
(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

Beno Bartholomew Tomon Boeha wore the ceremonial dress of two cultures when he
received his Master of Educational Studies at a Monash graduation ceremony late last
month.
As well as academic gown and cap. Mr Boeha wore the traditional dress of Manus
Island reserved for important occasions.
Mr Boeha is a lecturer in Physics at the Papua New Guinea University of Technology in
lae. He completed Bachelor of Education and Bachelor of Science degrees in New Guinea
and studied at Monash for two years for his Master of Educational Studies..
He is believed to be the first of his countrymen to hold this higher degree.
Photo by Rick Crompton.
• Meteorologist addresses graduation ceremony, P.S.

• • •

And a Royal graduate

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will receive an honorary Doctor of laws
degree at a Monash Science graduation ceremony on Thursday, April 16.
Prince Charles will deliver the occasional address at the ceremony timed to start at 3
p.m. in Robert Blackwood Hall.
The Vice-Chancellor. Professor Ray Martin, has said that Prince Charles's acceptance of
the award is a signal honour for Monash.
Organist for the ceremony will be Margaret Scott who will be playing a processional es
pecially composed for the occasion .

1981

1982

1983

1984

SM

SM

SM

SM

1362.8
67.3
60.0

1364.8
72.8
60.0

1351.8
78.4
50.0

1470.1

1477.6

1480.2

74.8

6S.9

1339.3
56.2
36.1

1469.3

1461.8

1431.6

All recurrent and equipment grant figures are at estimated December quartar 1980
cost lavell and capitel grants at estimated December 1980 COlt levela.
In the table the term recurrent embraces fundi for General Recurrent. Special
Reaearch, ReHarch Centre •• Teaching Hospital Recurrent Grants and Student
Residential Recurrent Grants.
Thtl Commiuion has recommended a continuation of fixed triennial funding for
recurrent expenditure.
The TEe ia adhering to its policy of not providing fundi to meet the coat of in
cremental craap for the 1982-84 triennium.
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A big year for
Banksia artist
Thil il a big year for Monash
University botanical artist, Mra
Celia Rolser.
For a number of years Mro Roaaer
has been engaged at Monash painting
watercolouro of Banksias which are to
form the basis of a definitive work on
the plant. The project was first
proposed by Dr George Scott, of
Botany, and encouraged by the then
Vice-Chancellor, Dr Louis M"theson.
In August the firot volume of this
work The Bankola. - which is being
pubiished in three volumes by
Academic Press, London - will be
launched at an international botanical
congress to be held in Sydney.
But today (April 7) a folio of prints
of six watercolour drawings of
Victorian Banksias - completed by
Mrs Rosser before she came to Monash
- will be published. Proceeds from the
sale of this folio will be shared by the
Maud Gibson (Gardens) Trust, which
commissioned the drawings in 1967 for
the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Melbourne and sponsored the folio,
and the National Trust of Australia
(Victoria).

Limited edition
The folio - titled The Banksias of
Victoria - is in 8 limited edition of
1000 sets of which 100 boxed sets have
been signed by Mrs Roaaer. A brochure
on the folio is being mailed out with
the current issue of National Trust
Newsletter.
At Monash Mrs Rosser's assignment
has been to paint all the known species
of Banksia - more than 70. The
project is being directed by Monash's
professor of Botany, Professor Martin
Canny, with the aid of the Vice
Chancellor, Profelsor Ray Martin.
The first volume of "The Banksias"
comprises 24 life-size paintings each
accompanied with a text by Mr A. S.
George, a noted expert on Banksias
and formerly a botanist with the
Western Australian Herbarium.
A limited edition of 750 copies of this
book will be printed for world-wide
distribution. In May, Mrs Roaaer will

Krongold Centre
needs help
The Krongold Centre at Monash
requires help in the following two
ways:
• It needs transport for children to and
from the Box Hill and Richmond
areas. These children need special
educational assistance which the
Centre can provide but they will be
unable to attend if transport can not
be found. The Centre would like to
hear from anyone who could assist on
the routes each Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday arriving at the Univer
sity at 9.15 a.m. and returning 11.30
a.m.
• The Centre has another child in
need of educational help but requires
the aid of a person who speaks both
English and Armenian.
If you can help contact Leonie
Robinlon on ext. 2942.
",,"I , . .,

be travelling to London for final talks
before publication with Academic
Press and the printero, Curwin Pr....
The Banksia species will be arranged
in the volumes in chronological order
of their being described. Coincidental
ly it is exactly 200 years since the fll'St
species were classified by the son of the
great Swedish botanist Carolus Lin
naeus.
The first samples of Banksia - four
"honeysuckles" - were collected by
Joseph Banks and the Swede, Daniel
Solander, at Botany Bay during
Captain Cook's first landing on the
east coast of Australia in 1770.
At about the same time as the book's
launching an exhibition of Mrs Ros
ser's work will be held in the Visual
Arts Exhibition Gallery in the Menzies
building. This exhibition will feature
the originals from the book and, pos
sibly, working drawings.
Yet another project Mro Rosser has
been involved in this year has been an
Australia Post commission for stamps
to mark the holding of the botanical
congress for the nrst time in the
southern hemisphere in Sydney. The
subject for the stamp set and first day
cover is Australian Fungi.
The photographic reference for her
work on the stamps ha~ been supplied
by Bruce Fuhrer, senior technical of
ncer in Botany.
To cap off Mrs Rosser's busy year
she will be awarded an honorary
Master of Science degree by Monash at
the last graduation ceremony for the
year in December.

Professor Carl Wood displays a photo of Carla Jillian Godwin Polson, Australia's third 'test tube'
baby. Professor Wood. Monash professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. is leader of the in vitro
fertilisation team at Monash. the Queen Victoria Medical Centre and 5t Andrew's Hospital. John and
Anthea Polson named their daughter in honour of Professor Wood and Sister Jilli.n Wood, co
ordinator of the in vitro program. Wortd leader in the field, the Monash-led te8m has announced that
aight other women are pregnant as a result of in vitro fertilisation. In one case twins are expected.
Photo: The Sun.
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What's In the TEC Report
• From P,I,
• On the subject of the intake of
medical students, the Commission has
stated that any steps to adjust the
intake should be taken cautiously,
recognising the uncertainties involved.
• The TEC has estimated the
number of overseas students in tertiary
education in Australia to be about
10,000 in 1981. It has not taken into
account the possibility of further
increases in the number of overseas
students in 1982-84.
• In its submission, the Universities
Council had proposed the payment of
"adjustment grants" to provide finan
cial support for staff development, ear
ly retirement, retraining schemes and
other means of providing increased
staff turnover and career opportunities
for both new and existing staff. The
Commission, however, has decided
that special funds should not be
provided for these purposes, believing
that institutions should nnd such
funds from within their existing
General Recurrent Grants.
To achieve flexibility in staffing the
Commission is advocating more use of
part-time staff and of contract staff,
greater rigour in the g]'anting of tenure
and in promoting staff, secondments
from both public and private
enterprises, fractional time
appointments, sharing staff among
institutions or with non-academic
institutions, limited tenure senior
appointments, early retirements,
2

retraining, and transfer of academic
staff to administrative posts.
The Commission believes that
universities should make serious
efforts to implement some or all of
these measures.
• The Commission agrees that
funds for expenditure on equipment
must be increased. It says further 
"the main reason for additional
expenditure on equipment, however,
does not relate to the expansion of
student numbers; it relates to the need
to replace worn-out and obsolete
equipment, and the importance of
using equipment which employs the
latest technologies. If tertiary
institutions are to play their proper
role in education and training and in
research and development for a high
technology future, it is essential that it
be provided with an adequate stock of
up-to-date equipment."

universities have a special institutional commitment to scholarship
and research and to training scholars
and research workers. It says it is
reasonable to expect all tenured
members of the academic staff of the
universities to have a high level of
scholarship, but it is not realistic to,
expect all to undertake original
research in the literal sense of "making
discoveries" or "extending the fron
tiers of knowledge".

:0

It says also that there is no reason
why resources should be spread thinly
or should be used to encourage second
rate activities of one kind when nrst
rate work in another sphere might
otherwise be undertaken.

New Developments
• In the area of New Developments,
the Commission has agreed to
investigate further a UC
recommendation that a National
School of Fisheries be established.
Such a school would incorporate the
disciplines necessary to provide a
comprehensive, professional training
in relation to the products of the sea.

• The Commission believes it is es
sential to establish a norm for the an
nual rate of building expenditure in
higher education which takes account
of the need to overcome the backlog
within the next ten years and to meet
the longer run requirements for major
renovations and replacements. The
• The TEC also proposes that up to
Commission considers that the
appropriate rate is $50 million per $1 million be made available in each of
the three years of the triennium to
year.
cover the development of community
• The Commission states that languages in universities and CAE..
MONASH REPORTER
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A curIous voyage from
prison camp to Monash
Built with any materia" to hand
'n a Wellt Irian jungle detention
amp In the late IS2Ott, played In a
elbourne city hotel Saturday night
oorahow in the t 40., and DOW
eliding in Monash'. Music
epartment.
That's the curious history of 18
percussion instruments forming a
omplete Javanese gamelan orchestra
xcept for drums.
The instruments came to Monash
evera) years ago from the National
useum in Melbourne to which they
ad been donated about 15 years
arlier. The Museum originally sought
the aid of reader in Music, Dr
argaret Kartomi, and special lec·
turer, Mr Poedijono, in identifying the
'nstruments and piecing together their
history.
The two academics went to the then
oldest member of the Indonesian com
munity in Melbourne, a Mr Moenan·
ar t who at one time worked with
Radio Australia.
Mr Moenandar, who died last year,
was able to relate the history of the
nstruments.
During the nationalist uprising
against Dutch rule in Java in the late
19205 he was exiled to a jungle prison

camp, Tanahmerah, in Digul, West
Irian.
He recalled that a fellow exile, Mr
PontjopaDgrawit, an instrument
maker and musician, set about
establishing a gamelan orchestra.
Construction of the instruments was
makeshift which gives their longevity
an ironic touch. Wood from the jungle
surrounding the camp ( the jungle was
so dense, in fact, that it formed the
"rence" aro und the camp) was
supplemented by old doors (binges and
locks are testimony to this) and other
salvaged fragments. Metal used was
scrap begged, borrowed or stolen 
although the orchestra was played
openly and presumably its
construction was not kept secret from
the guards. Food utensils had an
important second life in the orchestra.
As an interesting sidelight, despite
the instruments' peculiar manner of
construction, Mr Poedijono says that
their tunings are remarkably similar to
those of the professionally-built
garnelsn orchestra in the Music
department. Mr Poedijono adds that it
is a tribute to the builder'.. skills that
he achieved what he did in musical
isolation.
Mr Moenandar told the academics

• Photo by Tony Miller

that Mr Pontjopangrawit was among assembled the orchestra recently for a
the thousands of Indonesians who recording and photographic session. Mr
escaped to Australia in the face of Poedijono is pictured with one of the
Japanese occupation in World War n. prison camp instruments fonned in
Remarkably he made it to Melbourne part by food utensils; Dr Kartomi is
- with his instruments. The orchestra pictured with its Hprofessional "
was again used, in less oppressive equivalent from the Monash orchestra.
Incidentally this is not the first time
surroundings - a city hotel lounge.
Mr Pontjopangrawit returned to In· that the prison camp gamelan has
d onesia after the war but the featured in "the press". A photograph
instruments remained in Melbourne of the orchestra was published in
and found their way to the Museum Nederlands-Indies Oud " Nieuw,
an anthropological journal published in
and eventually on to Monash.
Dr Kartomi and Mr Poedijono in Java and Holland in the 1930s.

Farm Week: changes necessary
If Farm Weeks are to be continued,
considerable changes will have to be made in the
type oC functions which are arranged, in the
location of those functions, and in the way in
which the Week is promoted.
That's how the Committee of Inquiry into Farm
Week 1980 sees it. The Committee was established
by the Vice-Chancellor following expressions of
concern about the conduct of some Farm Week
activities last year and complaints ahout incidents
alleged to have taken place.
The Committee's report went to Professorial
Board at its first meeting this year. The Board
ad o pted four of the Committee's five
recommendations and recommended action on the
fifth to Council.
Council at its meeting in March adopted this
recommendation which relates to an amendment to
the Di sc ipline Statute . The amendment
incorporates the substance of several clauses of a
draft of an entirely new Discipline Statute which
was approved in principle by Council in 1971 but
which was never formally enacted.
Among the Committee's recommendations
were these:
• The Forum is out as 8 venue for any Farm Week
functions.
"In the light of past experience it is clear that
nothing short of this measure is likely to be effective
to prevent or restrain the use of the Humanities
Building for aerial bombardments," the report
comments.
• In future, the Activities Committee of the Monash
Association of Students should arrange its program
activities for Farm Week in consultation with such
University officers as are designated by the Vice
Chancellor after preliminary discussions with the
Activities Committee.
• Students should be forewarned during the period
immediately preceding Farm Week of the kinds of
behaviour which will not be tolerated and which, if
engaged in, may result in disciplinary or legal
proceedings being brought against them.
This recommendation is based on suggestions
made by the Activities Committee which itself set
up a sub·committee to examine various problems
associated with Farm Week last year.
The Commi t tee of Inquiry suggests that any
MONASH REI'ORTlR

forewarning should incorporate particular
prohibitions recommended by a similar committee set
up after Farm Week 1969. These prohibitions cover
the throwing of missiles and fireworks ; interference
with fire fighting equipment, fire doors, elevators
and escalators; and presence in a University
building after it has been officially closed.
• MAS should, in accordance with its practice in
previous years, make reasonable recompense to the
University for costs incurred by the University in
respect of items such as repair and replacement of
University property and additional cleaning costs.
The adopted amendment to the Discipline
Statute in part dermes acts of misconduct by
students. .
It covers such aspects as attack and intimidation
and the threat of both, causing injury, and damage
to or interference with both personal and University
property. It also deals with interference to the order·
ly conduct of any University teaching group,
ceremony or meeting of one of its bodies.
In its report the Committee says that it did con
sider the question of whether Farm Weeks should
be staged at all, "but concluded that a total
prohibition would be regarded by most students
as repressive and an unjustifiable inhibition of
their freedom. H
The report says: " What distinguishes the events of
1980 is the escalation in the incidence of behaviour
which is not merely offensive but also in clear
violation of the rights of individuals in respect of
their persons and property.
" Assaults have been committed which are in no
sense technical. Life and limb have been put in
jeopardy. Property has been damaged and despoiled.
Not insubstantial costs have been incurred in
making good the damage done. And the regular
academic activities of the University have been
interfered with.
"On the information available to the Committee it
has been impossible to make any precise estimate of
the number of students responsible for the various
excesses which have been described. Indeed it is not
even known whether all of those responsible were
students of Monash University.
"But the Committee has no reason to suppose that
anything more than a small minority of the student
population was involved. What moved these few to
3

behave as they did is a matter for speculation.
Doubtless the very occasion of Farm Week is a
sufficient encouragement to some to 'express
themselves' through acts of hooliganism and vaJ.1·
dalism. And it is not unreasonable to suppose that in
some cases normal rectitude has been affected by
overindulgence in the consumption of alcohol.
"The Committee is satisfied that the members of
the Activities Committee of MAS responsible for
organising the sponsored events of Farm Week did
not intend or envisage that students would exploit
Farm Week in the aggressive way that some did.
Indeed, members of that Committee have been as
much disturbed and distressed by what happened as
other members of the University.
"Nevertheless the present Committee is of the
view that some of the functions organised by the
Activities Committee, notably those held in the
Forum , created a milieu in which unruliness was
very likely to occur and that some of the promotional
literature which the organisers disseminated could
be interpreted as an active encouragement of such
unruliness. "
The members of the Committee were: Profes8or
Enid Campbell (chairman), Mrs B. H. Abrams
(Monash University General Staff Association), Mr
Saul Bastomsky (Staff Association of Monash
University), Professor R. H. Day (chairman,
department of Psychology) , Ms Judith Gunson
(chairperson, Administrative Executive, MAS), Dr
Ian McCance (member of Monash University Coun·
cil) and Mr Graeme Sweeney (Warden of the
Union) . Mrs Jennifer Strau8S served on the
Committee during Dr McCance's absence.
The two student members - Judith Gunson
and John Henderson - wrote a minority opinion
in which they dissented from several finding. and
recommendations or the Committee.
Among other points, the students took issue with
the recommendations on an amendment to the
Discipline Statute and on the recommendation that
MAS should recompense the University for costs
incurred.
MAS, they argued, should not make recompense
to the University or any other body or person for
costs incurred from events which were neither
organised nor directed by the Activities Committee
of MAS .

Apri"",
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Child abuse: Its causes,
treatment and prevention
"How ia It posllble for a modern
society to treat lOme of ito cbildren
80 abomioably?" .aks Profe••or
Petor Bo•• In hi. recently publi.hed
.tudy of child abuse "00 the Side of
tbe Child."
Why should child battering and
physical and emotional neglect be 80
prevalent in Australia. which baa the
material trappings that many other
countries envy, he asks?
ProCeooor &OS. ProCeooor of Social
Work at Monash, explores these
questions in his book, published 88 a
paperback by Fontana. and discU8808
the causes, treatment and prevention
of child abuse.
It is difficult to obtain reliable
figures of child abuse in Australia. he
says, because there are no national or
statewide figures to ' draw on. But.
using American research as a basis, he
estimates that each year roughly
46.000 children in Australia are
subjected to physical abuse or severe
neglect by parents.
As an example of the traps involved
in diagnosing child abuse. he cites
figures reported for 1979 by the Royal
Children's Hospital in Melbourne.
In that year the hospital dealt with
389 new caoes of child abuse. Of th....
lOB were undoubtedly of abuse; in the
remaining 281, Professor BOBS says, "it
was judged that the child's physical
and mental development had been
significantly impaired by inadequate
parenting or other familial factors."

Diagnostic uncertainty

reports on abusing parenta, he says, is
the tendency for them to have high
expectations of their children's
behaviour. treating them as if they
were older than they ars.
Studies have also sought to
demonstrate the mothen' ~'severely
frustrated dependency needa and an
inability to empathi.e with their
children."
Researchers also seem to agree that
abusing parents lack . appropriate
knowledge of child rearing and that
their attitudes and child.rearing
techniques set them apart from
parents who do not abuse their
children.
Other personality factors that have
emerged from research, he saYB, are
hostility and aggreseiveness (focuaoed
sometimes on the family, at other
times directed against the world at
large). compulsiveness. rigid thinking
and strong feelings of passivity and
dependence.
In the case of fathers who abuse their
children, 8 significant number appear
to be young. intelligent. with acquired
skills. who. because of some physical
disability. are forced to atay home and
look after the children - a role they
dislike. They vent their frustration in
swift and severe punishment.
Professor Boss points out, however,
that concentration on the psy
chological make-up of parents,
valuable as it is, overlooks the
importance of cultural and social fac
tors - society's demands on women,
violence in society, social isolation, the
narrow family base, poverty, and
problems of economic survival which
often force mothers. especially migrant
mothers to go out to work as well as
fathers.
"The pressure to buy and consume,
the encouragement of what Professor

Galbraith has called ' conspicuous
consumption', plays 8 major part in
the creation of the affluent society." he
says. "But the social consequences of
this process of high consumption and
accompanying waste ars only just
beginning to be comprehended."
Professor Boss says the "myth of
cl8881essness" in child abuse persiste.
despite American research which
shows clearly the link with poverty.
The persistence of thia .myth permits
" many professionals to continue to
view abuse and neglect as psy·
chodynamic problems in the context d
a medical model of dioeaoe. treatment
and cars.
"It has the unfortunate effect of
diverting attention from some of the
structural cau.... particularly poverty.

unemployment, isolation, and
ignorance of child·rearing techniques
through lack of formal educational
facilities."
.
Professor Boss says a major
hypothesis of the socio·economic
model of child abuse is that child
abuse "varies in direct relationship to
the availability. adequacy and use
made of a family's supportive
resources in the community."
The potential for family support in
Australia is there. he says. And there is
no lack of ideas either. But there ars
"glaring gaps in facilities. patchy
distribution. grudging service and con
sumer ignorance of what might be
available,"
Professor Bose believes there is little
hope of alleviating child abuse unless
there is a concerted assault based on
community understanding of the need
for social support aystems.
"If it is accepted that social 8Upport
systems are necessary, there ia every
hope of beating this nasty and
uncivilised social problem," he says.
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First winner
Meet Steven Prawer. Monaoh
Univeroity·. firot Vera Moore
scholar.
Steven. who graduated B.Sc with
first claa. honours. will use the
scholarsbip to do research for a higher
degree in the field of solid state
physics.
In his studies for a Bachelor's
degree. he received a high distinction
in every subject he undertook. and. in
addition. completed extra work in
third and fourth year mathematics at
distinction level.
.
The Vera Moore Postgraduate
Scholarship. endowed by Mn Vera
Moore, a major Monash benefactor, is
worth $6000 per annum. and is tenable
for one year in the first instance.
Subject to the scholar making
satisfactory progress. the scholarship is
renewed for a second year in the case of
a Master's degree candidate. and a
second and third year in the case of
Ph. D. candidature. In apecial
circumstances it can be extended into
a fourth year.
Steven. who is working towards a
Ph. D. , under the supervision of
Prof....or T. F. Smith is measuring
sound velocity in ferroelectric crystal•.
His 'work is basic research in the
broad field of solid state physics. which
is concerned with understanding the
complicated way in which atoms
arrange themselves in solids and how
that arrangement affects the
properties of the solida.

"That these children had sustained
damage was not in doubt," he says,
"but no one was prepared to say
precisely who had caused it.
"The experience of this hospital.
where the staff is alerted to the
problem. can certainly be multiplied
acrosa the hospitals of Australia.
HWhat is more, it is certain that in
order to end up in hospital the injuries
are pretty serious, particularly in
relation to the age of the child.
"If such a state of diagnostic uncer·
"We can't do that in the
Dr Terry Hore and Dr Leo Weat. of published a monograph Mature Age
tainty exists at a fIrst·class hospital
with excellent diagnostic facilities, the Monash Higher Education Ad· Students In Australian Higher quantitative sense because we don't
explored the believe it is possible at the moment
what about other places where vilOry and Research Unit. have been Education. which
H
phenomenon in given the data base.
children might attend with injuries, asked to prepare a draft paper for , "mature age
such as the surgeries of general prac the OECD Heads of Government Australian universities and colleges of _ "However. we will attempt to look at
various groups of 'mature age' and
advanced education.
titioners, 01, 8S sometimes happens, at conference in Paris in October.
The OECD paper will discuss the part-time students who are coming
The Paris meeting will discuss
pharmacies?"
Professor Boss says clinical writers policies and planning in higher TAFE colleges, 88 well as universities along.
"We believe that in all three sectors
education in the OECD region in the and colleges of advanced education,
have emphasised several personal fac
and will discuss the implications for - universitie~. CAEs and TAFE
tors which make parents potential 1980s.
Members of the OECD (the both students and institutions of the colleges - there will be continued
child abusers.
One group at risk are parents who Organisation for Economic Co~ increasing enrolments of "mature age" growth of both 'mature age' and part.
time students for some time.
were abused themselves when they operation and Development) are and part~ time students,
Dr West says: "We have been asked
"When it does finally flatten out. it
were small. Consciously or uncon
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada,
sciously they recreate their parents' Denmark. Finland . France. the to predict future patterns of 'mature will flatten out at very significant
levels."
pattern Q.f raising their children. Federal Republic of Germany. Greece. age' and part-time enrolments.
Deprived of love themselves. th... Iceland, Ireland, Italy . Japan,
parents, in tum, are unable to give it to Luxembourg. the Netherlanda. New
Zealand. Norway. Portugal. Spain.
their children.
"Plausible though this theorising is Sweden. Switzerland. Turkey. the UK
there must be doubt about the and the US.
Senior lecturer In the Higher paper written jointly with Dr John
The paper preparsd by Dr Hore and Education AdvilOry and Retoearcb Theobald, senior lecturer in
methodologies of the studies in which
inter-generational transmissions are Dr West was requested by a Unit. Dr Leo Weat, I. to organioe Education, on data analysis in
reported." Professor B088 says. subcommittee of the Australian OECD and chair a Iymposlum at the annual education research.
"Parents are asked to recall events Advisory Committee on Education and meeting of the American Education
Other Monash participants at the
that must. for many of them. be will have the status of a national Research Aaooclation to be held next meeting. which is expected to attract
shrouded in the mists of childhood. position paper.
week in Lo. Angele•.
.
some 6000 delegates from throughout
Events recalled may be exaggerated in
It will discuss trends in higher
the world. include AaIOcJate Prof_
The symposium will be concerned 80r Richard White. of Education. who
order to supply a likely and acceptable education in Australia, with particular
explanation for present-day abnormal reference to mature and part~time with describing students' knowledge will give a paper on dimensions of
structures.
behaviour."
cognitive structure. He will also act as
students.
As well. Dr West will be presenting a critic in another session.
Another factor that has emerged in
Dr Hore and Dr West recently

Education position paper for OECO

Monash at US conference
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The weather:
Too important
for idle chat
MeleorolOlY -

"a oubject which

dominates our casual eonversatioD,
playo an important part in our
recreation and way of life, in our in
dustry and transport and food

production" -

deserves better

attention in our general education.

Dr C.H.B. Priestley said this while
deliverilljl( the occasional address at
a Monash Education, Engineering
and Medicine graduation ceremony
late last month at which he received an
honorary Doctorate of Science. Dr
Priestley was at one time Chief of the
CSIRO Division of Meteorological
Physics and for the last three years
held a part·time professorship in the
Mathematics department.
~
Dr Priestley said: "The only
meteorological principle I remember
learning at school was that 'wind is
caused by hot air ri8ing and cold air
ru8hing in to take its place'; and Isub
sequently found out that even this was
90 per cent incorrect.
"It would be nice to think that to
day, in Australia, thing8 are much bet
ter, but I really doubt that they are."
A hopeful sign was the introduction
this year - " thanks to strenUOU8
efforts by the AU8tralian Branch of the
Royal Meteorological Society" - of
meteorology 88 an accredited topic in
the HSC syllabu8.
Dr Prie8tley looked back to a con·
troversial point in his career - when
he chaired an expert committee of the
Academy of Science inquiring into the
possible environmental impact of
supersonic aircraft.
The feature that mattered most
about the aircraft, he 8aid, was that its
cruising altitude was so high that it
reached the naturally concentrated
layer of ozone. Ozone absorbs the
ultraviolet light from the 8un and

reducing the ozone would let more
ultraviolet through with posaible
harmful effects to life on earth.
Dr Priestley said: "After very careful
weighing of the very incomplete
knowledge, we considered the most
serious threat to be an increase in skin
cancer among those Queenslanders
who went around in bright 8unshine
without adequate protection.
"We al80 reported that the degree of
ozone damage had been oaggerated
by some scientists; that adequate
monitoring methods were already in
force; and that any downward trend in
ozone, if it were due to stratospheric
flying, would be rever8ible :within
about a year if proper regulation8 were
imposed as 800n as the trend was iden
tified."
It was not a conclusion some
members of the public wanted to hear.
"The outburst of indignation from
pressure groups and the media which
greeted the report was quite
devastating . Quite a number of
scientists also came out strongly
against it, . arguing that the Academy
had been socially irre8ponsible in
publishing 8uch a bland verdict, that
there was need to give much more
emphasi8 to the risk in order to bring
home its reality," Dr Priestley said.
Research in subsequent years had
not contradicted the committee's
findings, he added, but had identified
the propellant gas of some 8pray cans
and tlie increasing use of nitrogenous
fertilisers as chief enemie8 of the
ozone.
Dr Priestley said: "The most
important issue focused in Australia
for the first time by the supersonic
dispute, however, was the question of
the phil080phy of. a scientist
commissioned to make such an in
quiry.

• ProfHlCM' PriHdey with the Chlncellof. Sir Richlrd Eggleston• • lter the conf.rring.

"Unlike the pressure groUp8 and the
media, the Academy and my
committee took the view that we mU8t
cast aside all preconceived views and
individual 8ympathie8 in order to
make a completely unemotional and
even·handed a88es8ment of cause and
degree of risk.
"Medical doctors in diagnosis and
jurors in criminal trials have similar
obligations to put even-handedness
ahead of personal 8ympathies. Unlike
the doctor or the juror, however, the
scientist's verdict is not in itself
intended to be deci8ive.
"It aims merely to provide the
fulcrum for the 8ubsequent weighing of
the case for the entrapreneur against
that for the conservationiat, and it ia at
this later weighing stage that all the
diversified social and emotional
undertone. should be taken into
account and the issue decided.
"If the fulcrum i8 blunted, or
allowed to wobble or lean, the whole of
this 8ubsequent weighing becomes in
accurate."

IEARTHWATCHI

Emerttua ....ofeuor Rod Andrew, founding OHn of the Monelh F.eutty of Medicine. m.de •
wllcome rHPPNr.nce on Clmpu. recently when he Clme to preMnt I v.lulble woric of .rt to the
Unlve,.ty. It Wit In Ink Ind wnh drewlng - " Study for M.riI" - by IIr 1t",,1 (.,....) DryecWe.
given to ProteIlOr' Andrew by the .rtltt. It I. inICribed ''To Rod Andrew. from T.. OryedJle. 1950" .
H,,. the gift I. be6ng hlndId to the V\ce-.ChlnceUor. ProfHlOf Mlrtin. Cur.tor of the Monash Art
Collection. Jlnepher CUnei". hi. delcribed the wort I t In Imemety v.lulb.. Kquitition.
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The Australian branch oC the
Centre for Field Research Is _king
volunteers for research projects
related to ita Earthwatch program.
Projects undertaken by Earthwatch
cover a wide range of disciplines in the
sciences and humanities.
The projecta are considered on the
basis of academic merit and their
ability to constructively utilise the
assistance of volunteer staff in the
field.
Volunteers underwrite the costs of
research projects in exchange for the
opportunity to participate in the field
work.
A mailing list is currently being
drawn up. Anyone interested in joining
Earthwatch, or who has a project
which could be undertaken by the non
profit organisation! is asked to write to
Margie Cook, research ccrordinator,
Centre Cor Field Research, P.O. Bo"
I, UniveroltyofN.S.W., Kensington,
N.S.W. 2033.

"A significant
contribution .. ."
-

Prof. Swan

Dr C. H. B. Prieatley came to Monaah
as part-time Proteteor ot Mathematics
alter a diltingul.hed career with
CSIRO.
He obtained first cla88 honours in
mathematics at Cambridge in 1937, and
also took honours in economics in the
following year.
But his career interests quickly took him
away from economic8 into the rapidly
developiJl2 field of aopHed mathematics
related to weather and weather fOleCastinJ'
He was awarded a D.Sc. from Cambridge
in 1953, was a Foundation Fellow of the
Australian Academy of Science in 1954,
~ and was elected to the Royal Society in
1967.
His principal scientific work was done in
CSIRO in the Division of Meteorological
PhY8ics, to which he was appointed Officer
in·Charge in 1946 and 8ubsequently Chief
in 1954.
He was Visiting Profeuor for 8ix months
at the University of Chicago in 1957 and
was appointed Chairman, CSIRO En
vironmental Physics Research Laboratories
in 1973.
In his citation, ProteilOr Jobn Swan,
Dean of the Faculty of Science, said Dr
Priestley's research activities had included
atmospheric physics on all scaJes, and, in
particular he had made special
contributions in ocean -atmosphere
interact ions.
In 1974 he was awarded the C. G. Roesby
Re se ar c h Medal of the American
Meteorological Society, and in 1973 the
International Meteorological Organisation
Prize, regarded as the " Nobel Prize" of
meteorology.
During his appointment at Monash, Dr
Priestley had made a significant
contribution to the teaching and research of
the geophysical fluid dynamics group,
Professor Swan sai~ .
And his special interest in ocean
atmosphere interactions had made him an
important advocate for an expansion of the
marine sciences in Australia - a field in
which there was now a strong commitment
at both State and Federal government
levels, in contrast to its relative neglect a
few years ago.
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'Uselessness' not a tag to reject
Liberal educatioD the
traditional, central concern of a uai
venlty - .hould Dot be jWltlfted iD
utilitariaD term I, the DeaD or
Humamti.. at Deakin Umvenity,
Dr Ma" Charleiworth, laid at
MODaoh rec8Dtly.
Dr Charlesworth was delivering an
address titled "Serving the Truth and
Serving Man: The Relation between
Liberal Education and Religious
Values" at a University service held in
the Religious Centre to mark the start
of the acadel1lic year.
He said that the role of liberal
education was "to foster those habits
of mind and cheracter that are an es·
sential part of being human and to
nurture those values that are intrin
sically valuable and that we must
serve."
"This is clearly not the kind of
argument that is likely t o win
politicians
and
influence
bureaucrats/' he observed. "However,
I am afraid that in the last resort this is
the only legitimate way of defending
liberal education. If it cannot be
justified in these terms it cannot be
justified at all."
Dr Charlesworth said that there are
" obvious analogies" between the
values and attitudes that are the basis
of liberal education and those that are
central to any religious view of the
world.
"I am not trying to argue that the
values that sustain liberal education
are ultimately religious values," he
said. " But these affinities and
correspondences between the two allow
us at least to say that they are com·
plementary to each other and not, as
has so often been thought in the past,
enemies to each other. I I
Dr Charlesworth began his address
by saying that it was Pascal, the
French mathematician and religious
thinker, who said that tbere are some
truths that serve man but there are
other truths and values that man must
serve.
Dr. Charlesworth said: "In other

He said that it is precisely this realm
of values that traditionally has been
the concern of universities right from"
their beginning in ancient Greece.

words, there are things that are true
and valuable quite independently of
whether they Bre useful to us or give us
power over nature or fit in with our
human preoccupations and desires.
"These things are intrinsically
valuable - valuable in themselves and
for themselves - and not just in
strumentally valuable or valuable as a
means to some further end. They are,
in a very real sense, 'useless' and they
must be recognised 88 such.'"
Dr Charlesworth continued: liThe
distinctive feature of human beings is
their ability to recognise and serve
what we might call a meta·human
realm of values - a realm of values
above and beyond our immediate
interests and needs."

"These valu.. are indeed the basis of
the various branches of knowledge that
the medievals called the ' liberal
education , history, literature ,
philosophy, mathematics, the
sciences, the study of art, the study of
religion, the study of languages etc."·
Dr Charlesworth said that in times
of barbarism and cultural darkness 
"such as the present" - the
traditional ideal of liberal education
" sounds like wild-eyed romanticism" ,

But, he said, attempte to justify it in
terms either of its socio-economic
relevance (for example, pointing to a

possible connection between an·
enlargement in liberal education and
pure research in the 19600 and '70s and
an increase in Groes N stional Product,

as some American educators have
done) or of ite oocio·political effecte (in
the promotion and maintenance of a
democratic oociety) are misconceived.
Dr Charlesworth said that religion,
like liberal education, cannot flourish
in an utilitarian climate "where
everything serves man. It

He drew an analogy between the
religious attitude and the attitude tbat
underlies liberal education and said
tbat this could be made more concrete
by looking in deteil at the various
habits and qualities of mind and
character that are typically produced
by a liberal education.

Ten 'virtues' of a liberal education
This was Dr Charlesworth's "rough
and ready" list of such "virtues" .
"1. The capacity for creative
imagination and understanding, by
which I mean the ability to think
oneself into unfamiliar situations and
intellectual positions, to put oneself
into the boots of other and quite alien
views and outlooks. to enter sym
pathetically into other 'forms of life'.
"2. That the capacity for empathy
has to be balanced by the capacity for
critical analysis. by which is meant the
ability to distance ourselves from our
subjective reactions to things and to
appraise them in an objective and
discriminating way. To be a sud:essful
anthropologist you have to be a
4 participant observer', that is, at once
involved sympathetically in the life of
the people you are studying and yet
able to stand apart and observe it dis·
passionately. I would say that to be a
successful human being you also have
to be a 'participant observer' and to
my mind the cultivation of this
attitude is one of the chief virtues of a
liberal education.
" 3. Associated with the capacity for

critical analysis and objective ap
praisal is the capacity for
methodological discretion, in other
words, knowing what kind of approach,
what method of proof, what kind of
certainty, what expectations, are
appropriate to the various forms of en
Quiry. Thus we should not, for
instance, try to investigate or discuss
or prove moral issues in the same way
as we investigate, discuss and prove
mathematical propositions.
" 4. A genuinely liberal education
ought also to foster an awareness of the
historical and cultural context of
truth; in other words, a sense of the
historical and cultural relativity of
human knowledge (which does not
necessarily mean any kind of
relativism) .
"5. This awareness of the contextual
relativity of knowledge needs to be
balanced by an ability to think formal·
ly and abstractly, to universalise and
to theorise.
"6 . A'hermeneutic' ability to
interpret symbolic meanings and to
'read between the lines' or to discern
the 'sub·text' within the text.

"7. The ability to live with doubt
and uncertainty and ambiguity
without falling into any kind of empty
scepticism.
"8. The ability to recognise the
value of intellectual traditions and to
think creatively within them. Tb
implications of this sense of traditL
are (a) recognition that the pursuit 01
understanding is a collaborative and
social task (we cannot really 'go it
alone'); (b) awareness of the danger of
wanting to reinvent the wheel.
449. A sense of transcendence by
which I mean the recognition that
reality, and other people, always
escape any final formulation; that
things are never dermitively 'sewn up';
that radical surprises are always
possible.
"10. An anti-myopic awareness of
what I would call the structural
ramifications of things and of what
Hegel calls the 'irony of history'.
In other words, a recognition that
things often turn out to be connected
and interconnected in the most
intricate and unlikely ways and to
have the most unpredictable effects."

Education faces a decade 'in the cold'
PoliticallDstablllty - such as Australia could
race this decade - is not likely to create a climate
ravorable for the goverDment provisioD or
re80urces tor education.
Mr Hugh Hudson, visiting fellow in the Centre of
Policy Studies at Monash, argues this in a paper
which looks at the implications for education of
economic, technological and social trends in this
country in the '80s.
The paper was delivered last year during the
faculty of Education·sponsored public lecture series
titled Youth, Teachers, Curriculum, EvaluatloD
and the Economy. The lectures have just been
published in one volume by the faculty.
M'r Hudson was Minister for Education in a
former Labor Government in South Australia.
These are some of the elements he identifies which
together form a pessimistic picture of the likely
priority to be given to education expenditure in the
years ahead:
• Promises at election times are likely to
concentrate more heavily than in the past on tax and
social service issues and on economic Questions
surrounding inflation and unemployment. All the
polls that are now taken show education ranking as
an issue much lower in importance than was the case
a decade ago and show other issues, particularly
living standards, as having much greater
importance.
• When a government perceives itself to be in
political difficulties - "And this is likely to happen
April 1••1

increasingly in the 1980s," suggests Mr Hudson 
there is always a temptation to focus attention on
external issues. When such issues become central,
the government normally finds it necessary to
increase defence expenditure in real terms.
• If the basic economic facts are that for the
immediate future living standards are not going to
improve as rapidly as in the past, and perhaps even
deteriorate or at least for many people, it becomes
increasingly difficult to gain public support for
expenditure the productivity of which is difficult to
assess and which is of a long term nature.
Mr Hudson also points to a precedent:
"As a matter of 'historical fact, in the 19308 when
governments sought to restrict expenditure,
education expenditure was ultimately attacked
more savagely than any other form.
"I find it difficult to believe that if the '80s turns
out to be a very depressed decade then education
will not be subject to the same kind of attacks that
occurred in the '308.
"If, as an individual, one is subject to lower
incomes, one automatically adjusts by postponing
certain expenditures: one can postpone replacing
clothes; one can postpone repairing dents in the car,
or maintenance on one's home.

"The same approach applies to the community
but unfortunately there are now too many people
who believe that education expenditure is eminently
postponeable ...

•

iD the paper Mr Hudson stroDg!y criticises
direct industrial action by teachero ao a method
of drawiDg atteDtioD to the plight or education.
The effective education lobbies of the '50s and '60s
became "damp squibs" in the '70s, Mr Hudson says.
That is likely to remain the case this decade unless
there is a significant change of tactics by teachers.
He says: "Instead of direct industrial action by
teachers, there is a need for the development of
combined efforts by teachers, parents and studente
alike, to support the maintenance and. the
development of ed'!cationa! standards.
"Industrial action by teachers has not been
effective in doing anything but damaging the
reputation of government schools particularly secon·
dary schools: I refer here especially to Victoria and
New South Wales.
"It is not supported by parents in the community
and in fact makes it easier for governments to
impose effective economies. In circumstances of
declining enrolments it is likely to exacerbate the
trend and increase Treasury pressure to achieve
lower employment of teachers by not replacing those
who resign."
In a response to Mr Hudson's paper, Professor
Peter Fensham picks up the point about co·
operation between teachers and parents as a hopeful
source of change.
"If teachers and parents can get together then
they perhaps could be a major force for educational
change and even social change/' he says.
MONASH REPORTER

Education:

'Maligned' bird a pet
of country Victoria

Attacks and defences

-

~---The small, colorful Australian
bird, the striated pardalote, hal
been one of the most "taxonomically
maligned", according to Monash
Zoology Ph.D. student, John
Woinarski.
At the same time, he concludes, it
must be one of the birds most com
monly observed and "adopted" by
households throughout country Vic
toria. He uses as a gauge the response
he received to a publicly circulated
request for information on the birds'
'
nesting whereabouts and habits.
John is doing a thesis on the
breeding biology of the striated
pardalote - a short-tailed, thick-set
bird which feeds on insects, particular
ly the leaf bug, the psyllid.
Toward the end of last year. in
preparation for a summer of field
research, John sent a notice to nearly
100 provincial newspapers and
periodicals in the State. Many picked
it up as a news story: in Dimboola it
made page one.
He was inundated with replies 
some 500. Needless to say, John wasn't
able to visit all the respondents but he
travelled extensively to selected sites
and estimates that he caught and
banded about 400 of the birds. He will
conduct follow.up studies on birds that
he tagged.
John says that many people are
familiar with the striated pardalote
because it is tame when breeding.
The bird traditionally has nested, in
small colonies~ in places such as tree
hollows. With clearing and the gradual
disappearance of suitable naturalspot8
it has adapted to "man made"
conditions and now can be found
nesting in the walls of buildings, under
roofs or in specially provided nesting
boxes - some as basic as a jam tin.
John's travels took him from
homesteads where, for generations,
provision has been made for "pet"
striated pardalotes to the platform of
Hastings railway station where holes
make a nesting site for about 50 birds.
He says that it appears that the
birds return to the same nesting

The Dean of Humanities at Deakin University, Dr Max Charl.sworth. speaks on liberal education
and religion - at a University service to mark the start of the academic year (story opposite).

British V-Cs lash
funding proposals
British vice-chancellors have
come out fighting against
Government proposals which could
lop up to 15 per cent off their
universities' income.
'he British Government recently
. mtOunced further spending cuts in a
Public Expenditure White Paper.
These cuts combine with a loss in
income the universities ale already
suffering as a result of the
Government's policy on overseas
students.
The Committee of Vice-Chancellors
and Principals last month issued a
statement on the cuts (published in
the occasional newsletter of the
Association of Commonwealth
Universities, Acumen) in which the
Committee's chairman, Sir Alec
Merrison, calls the Government's
course "a kind of madness ... in
planning a destructive onslaught on
the universities".
Sir Alec says: "The implications of
this policy must be grasped by all
those who value the achievements of
British scientists, technologists and
scholars of all kinds."
He says that universities were at the
end of road of "managing with reduced
resources through more efflciency."
"The last 10 years have seen
universiti'es reduce their unit costs by
over 10 per cent, a record we think it
would be hard to match in any other
part of the public sector," he says.
The academic student/staff ratio in
British universities (excluding
medicine) is already 10:1 - about the
same as in sixth forms.
Comments Sir Alec: "It can hardly
MONASH REPORTER

be said on this basis that universities
are over.manned, especially when our
staff have a research commitment
which is unmatched elsewhere."
He says that the only way
universities, by their very nature
labour-intensive, can make substantial
savings is by shedding staff.
There is no possibility of natural
wastage accounting for the savings the
Government intends, he claims.
"Such savings can be made only by
stopping recruitment and thus
destroying the potential achievement
of a generation of our most promising
scientists and scholars.
"Moreover, it is in the expensive
disciplines - medicine, engineering
and science - that staff turnover is
greatest, and these are hardly those the
country can do without, though they
may be the ones which in simple finan
cial and management terms would be
the first to go."
The alternative, Sir Alec says, is to
dismiss staff selectively·.
"If this is to be the Government's
chosen policy then it will lead in the
short run to the spending of more
money not less - for redundancy
payments.
"Indeed, because of the nature of
many of the contracts of employment
of most academic staff the cost of
compensation payments may be very
high indeed.
.
"This policy can therefore only lead
to bankruptcy and closure of some
universities who find themselves with
too little money to pay their staff and
non,~ to compensate them for dismis·
sal.

----~
location each season. They are prolific
breeders: typically the female lays
three to five eggs and can have four
broods in a season.
The bird's extended breeding
season, he says, appears to be related
to the movement and plague growth of
its prey.
It is this sort of belief John will be
seeking to verify in his study which is
the first comprehensive one
undertaken on the bird.
Historically, John says, the striated
pardalote has been badly treated by
authorities who have classified
anything up to six species of the bird
when in fact there is one (there are
three other species of pardalote - the
spotted. the forty-spotted and the red
browed).
John says that the confusion has
arisen because there are variable
plumage patterns of striated
pardalotes - the black-headed,
yellow-tipped and red-tipped - and
that the significance of these cannot be
resolved by the study of museum
species as has largely been the case to
date.
The different patterns are found
largely in different areas of Australia.
In his study John is seeking to identify
the environmental factors associated
with this variability.
He believes that three types
interbreed randomly where their
ranges meet and will be studying the
genetics of this interbreeding.
He also believes that the form once
found mainly in inland, arid areas is
extending its range to the wetter south
east areas and a"dvancing in
dominance over the other types.

• The striated pardalote is seen on
Melbourne's suburban fringe but the
city dweller's contact with it is often an
unhappy one. The bird has a massive
mortality rate in the area and is one of
the birds most commonly found dead.
This may have to do with lack of
suitable prey and vegetation or the
stress of a migratory flight across Bass
Strait.

•

ANZAAS In Brisbane
About 3000 people are expected to
attend the 51st Australian and New
Zealand Association for the
Advancement of Science Congress to
be held at the University of
Queensland from May 11 to 15.
The theme of the ANZAAS Congress
will be "Energy and Equity" - how to
effect the transition from a period of
cheap energy and rapid change to a
time of high energy costs and slower
development so that energy resources
are tapped and distributed equitably.
Special guest will be Dr Milton
Russell, director of the Centre for
Energy Policy Research, Resources for
the Future in the US. Dr Russell will
develop the Congress theme at a
lunchtime lecture titled "Sharing the
Burden of Rising Energy Costs" on
Wednesday, May 13.
It will be explored further in
meetings of 33 Congress sections
covering areas such as physics,
architecture and planning, geology and
7

mining, communication, bio
chemistry, food science and nutrition,
mathematical sciences, psychology,
criminology ,
microbiology,
epidemiology and medical science, and
industrial relations and organisational
studies.
Among the Congress speakers will be
the Leader of the Opposition in New
Guinea, Mr Michael Somare;
anthropologist, Professor Laura
Nader (sister of consumer rights
advocate Ralph Nader); chairman of
the Australian Law Reform
Commission, Mr Justice Michael
Kirby; food scientist and nutritionist,
Professor D. M. Hegstead of the US
department of Agriculture; and former
Deputy Prime Minister, Dr Jim
Cairns.
The Congress president will be the
assistant Director-General of the
Division of Scientific and Industrial
Research in New Zealand, Dr Graham
Butler.
Aprll '1.'

In Ibis thanging world •••

•

'Our' language remains
~ AU8~llan today and a Cockney from the Fint Fleet would leel

at home with each other'. accents it it were pouible for the two to
meet in conversation • .
For, so a Monash linguist theoriaee,
Australian English had its origin in the
dialect of London of the late 18th Cen
tury.
Professor Goran Hammarstrom
says that if a Londoner today should
scratch his head over an Australian's
pronunciation it is because the London
dialect has changed over the last 200
years. On the other hand, Australian
English has hardly changed.
Professor Hammarstrom, chairman
of the Linguistics department, puts
forward his theory in a book
Australian English: Ito Origin and
Statu. published last year in
Hamburg as part of the Forum
Phoneticum series.
The book's topic has interested
Professor Hammarstrom for 15 years
- since he came to Australia from
Sweden where he was a professor of
phonetics at Uppsala University. He
believes that he has read everything of
value published on Australian English,
and his book's bibliography is a
valuable guide to these other works.
The argument about the origin of
Australian English - whether it be
Cockney or an amalgamation of
dialects - is not a new one.
The lin~uist S.J. Baker wrote: "By
•the early 19400 it could be said tbat
the Cockney Theory had reached its
wearisome end. U
Professor Hammarstrom calls this
"wishful thinking" on Baker's part.

Display illustrates
Germany's contribution
A comprehensive exhibition of books, manuscripts, prints and
documents relating to "German Australiana" is on display in
the Rare Books section of the Main Library.
The exhibition - "Australia
through German Eyes" - is a joint
venture of the department of
German, the Centre for Migrant
Studies and the Library. It will
remain open until April 26.
Here, Prof•••or Le.lI. Bodi,
chairman of the department of
German, gives some of the
background to the exhibition:
Ever since its foundation, the
Monash Library has collected
books, manuscripts and documents
relating to German Australians "and
research in this field has been
conducted simultaneously by the
Department of German and the
Centre for Migrant Studies.
In this exhibition, the Library,
with the help of original editions,
aims to illustrate some of the main
stages in the development of the
image of Australia in the minds of
German-speaking people, who have
had a constant interest in this
distant continent "ever since
Captain Cook's voyages.
The exhibition displays, among
other rare items, the original edition
of the first essay written in German
in 1787 on the penal colony of New
Holland by Georg Forster, who,
with his father, J. R. Forster,
became the "Pacific expert" for the
18th Century German reading
public.
Many German descriptions of
Australia ranging from the popular
to the scholarly and the laudatory
to the critical have been published
over the last two centuries.
The exhibition also shows the
impact of various waves of German
immigrants, ever since the 1830s, on
the s"aping of Australia and gives
an indication of the growth of their
settlements and the development of
their language. The role of the set
tlers in the Barossa Valley and their
impact on the development of
viticulture is well· known.
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There are also books by radical
German Forty-Eillhters such as
R_nn Puttmann, a pioneer of
socialist writing in Germany prior
to his settling in Melbourne.
German·Australian painters (E.
von Guerard, H. Heysen) have
provided valuable inspirations to
Australian art.
Some of the most importent ex
plorers and scientists, botanists,
zoologists and anthropologists in
Australia came from a German
background, including such well
known personalities as Ludwig
Leichhardt and Baron F. von
Muller. Leichhardt's tragic fate
and its presentation in Patrick
White's Voss make him of special
significance for the development of
the image of Australia.
We have also put on show the
work of a number of Australian
writers who were strongly
influenced by German ideas
(Norman and Jack Lindsay,
Henry Handel Richardson).
The exhibition also displays
examples of German fiction which
had a decisive impact on German
readers by shaping the unique
image of Australia as a strange far·
away country with its grotesque
connotations of antipodean topsy
turviness. This image characterises
books like Friedrich Ger.tacker'.
mid-19th Century novels, Stephan
v Kotze's sketches and Egon
Erwin Kisch's report on his
" Australian landfall" in 1934.
The books are supplemented by
German manuscripts which
describe the experience of
immigrants in Australia and give an
indication of the German-speaking
family background of Sir John
Monash.

London origins 7
He says: "Unless, during the last 200
years, British dialects had undergone
such changes as nobody would con
sider po88ible, a phonetic comparison
between today's Australian English
and today's British dialects shows that
Australian English must have had its
origin in the dialect of London or.
perhaps, in the dialects of south
eastern England.
"Similarities in the vowels par
ticularly in the diphthong~, are
strlkmg. On the other hl\nd, what is
characteristic of the pronunciation of
Ireland, Scotland or other parts of
Great Britain can simply not be found
in Australian English."
Professor Hammarstrom supports
his theory by comparing the· most
characteristic features of Cockney and
Australian English vowels and
consonants.
There is support, too, in the
"strength of numbers" line: a great
number of the early British settlers did
come from London. But Professor
Hammarstrom says that this is not in
tegral to the argument that the London
dialect was the one adopted in the
colony. Prestige undoubtedly played a
decisive role.
"What usually happens in similar
cases is that the most prestigious
dialect takes over. And why should
that not have been the dialect of the
capital?" Professor Hammarstrom
comments .
He says that what happens today
most likely has happened during the
past 200 years: the children of
immigrants do not imitate the dialect

• Our picture. by Tony Miller. shows Rare
Books librarian SUN" Radvanaky and
University librarian Brian Southwell with
one of the treasures from the German
collection.
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of their parents but adopt the
mainstream one. The London dialect
took an early foothold and from then
on was impregnable.
Professor Hammarstrom says that
the pronunciation of exported
languages changes slowly - unless
subject to the influences of other
languages - and does not follow
changes in the homeland. For
example, there has been little change
over hundreds of years in the dialect of
the French in Canada. Some Swedes in
the US still speak an 18th Century
dialect. He believes that Australian
English, too, has changed little in 200

years.
On the other hand there were
changing standards in England during
the 19th ·Century with what is now
called Oxford English, BBC English or
Received Pronunciation .(R.P.)
becoming more prestigious. A gap
developed between "good" English
English pronunciation and typical
Australian English pronunciation.
The development of this gap is
reflected in comments about
Australian English by visitors to the
colony.
Authors who came here in its very
early days praised the "good and pure"
pronunciation in Australia.
Comments Professor Ham
marstrom: "One must assume that
what was termed good or pure can
hardly be significantly different from
London pronunciation 8S it would
hardly refer to some more 'dialectal'
variety. It can be said, generally, that
in different languages, standard
pronunciation, or one ' s own
pronunciation, is felt to be good, har
monious, beautiful or pure and that
these judgements have nothing to do
with the sound qualities as such."
Among the early authors was a
James Dixon who, in 1822, wrote:
"The children born in those colonies
and now grown up speak a better
language, pure, more harmonious,
than is generally the case in moet parts
of England."
By the 1840s, however, the first
criticisms of Australian English were
being voiced. In 1844, Louisa Ann
Meredith wrote that the children
"born after the parents arrive in the
colony have the detestable snuffle".
The NSW School Commission of
1854·5 reported: "Little care is ap
parently taken (in NSW schools) to
correct vicious pronunciations ...
This inattention has a tendency to
foster an Australian dialect which bids
fair to surpass the American in dis
agreeableness."
Professor Hammarstrom concludes
that the harshness of such comments
intensified as the critics' benchmark
moved further away from the static
Australian dialect.
He says that a "field study" around
London could throw valuable light on
the theory of Australian English's
Cockney origin. Where a dialect
undergoes change, such as London's
has, it is usual to find "pockets" which
have been more conservative.
He believes that areas might exist
around London in which the residents'
pronunciation is more akin to that of
Australia. A visiting English linguist
MONA8H REPORTER

'pure Cockney'!

• Pro........ mrumrom

has told him that Australian English is
closer to the dialect of "rural Essex"
than to that of London.
In the book, Profe.lor Ham
mantrom argueo that AutraHa'.
dialectal homogeneity - it hal heen
said that we can claim linguistic
uniformity over a greater area than
any other people - hal it. hali. in a
lin,le founding dialect.
The existence of similar variant
"pockets" could be expected if
Australian English's source was an
amalgamation of dialects.
To talk of Australia's dialectal
homogeneity does not mean, of course,
that all Australians speak in the same
way .. Differences, however. are along
social rather than regional lines, hence
the country h81 different "sociolects"
- a term pioneered by Profeosor Ham·
marstrom in the '60s and now generally
used by linguists - but only one
dialect.
.
He says that claims have been made
that there is, for example, a distinctive
Adelaide accent, 8 Brisbane voice, and
that cities differ from the country. No
tests - and admittedly only few have
been conducted - support 8uch
claims, however.
He says: "There is a possibility that
characteristics which for most
Australian speakers are sociolectal can
be felt as being, in addition, dialectal
by some speakers. Some city may have
a high proportion of high sociolects
which may be missing in some
township and some township may have
lower sociolects than those found in
some other place."
Interestingly enough, while
Australian English homogeneity
extends over the mainland and
Tasmania a challenge to the concept
comes from tiny Cape Barren Island
situated to the north of Tasmania.
Cape Barreners speak a variety of
English which is quite different from
the "main" dialect.
There are perhaps fewer than 100
speakers of this variety, however.
Their ancestors settled on the island in
the early 1800s: the first community
consisted of eight white men, nine
Tasmanian Aboriginal women, four
mainland Aboriginal women, one
Maori woman, a Negress and an
Indian woman.
Professor Hammantrom doeo not
discard the po•• lblHty that In the
yean to come AUltraHa's dialectal
homogeneity could be broken.
If, for instance, a real sense of
difference develops between the
inhabitants of Ufrontier" states such as
MONA'" RIPORTIII

Queensland and Western Australia
and the Northern Territory and the
more established states like Victoria
and NSW then such feelings could ul
timately take expression in dialectal
differences.
Professor Hammarstrom believes
that, from the beginning, Australia h81
had higher and lower sociolects and
these have remained until the present
day without significant change.
He says that sociolectal variation in
late 18th Century London was perhaps
less extreme than it is today.
In 1762 Sheridan opposed "Cockney
... in the city" with "polite
pronunciation ... at the court end".
Professor Hammarstrom believes that
"city" pronunciation could have been
close to modem Australian '4broad"
and "polite" close to modern
Australian "general" pronunciation.
One change to Australia's sociolectal
range has been the addition of a high
sociolect influenced by British R.P.
pronunciation.
This high sociolect - which can be
used by Australians who have learned
it at home and have never even visited
Britain - sits alongside a high
sociolect of the Australian type spoken
by educated people who do not see any
reason for imitating British patterns.

Language is the 'deepest
manifestation of culture'
A recommendation by the Cur
riculum Development Centre that
language. otlier tban~Hsh Ihould
not be Included In a core curriculum
for AutraHan ochoo" has come un
der fire from the AUltralian
Llnguiltica Society and The AppHed
Llnguistica Aosociation of Au~alla.

A joint committee of the two bodies
has just published a critique of
the CDC report "Core Curriculum for
Australian Schools". The reply is titled
The Place of Language. In a Core
Currlculum_
The CDC recommendation which
the linguistics bodies challenge states:
"Despite the persu8live arguments
advanced for foreign and' 'ethnic'
languages, it would be difficult at
present to justify these 81 part of a
practical core for all students."
They feel the recommendation could
have a "disastrous effect".
"Som.
State
Education
Departments may find it convenient to
use this as a means of excluding
languages other than English
altogether from the course of study of
most pupils," their paper says.
"In this way languages would be
'Nation of mumble,.'
denied to children who wish, or need,
to study them.
"If the objection is to 'forcing' people
What of the people who criticiae
Autralia as a nation of mumblers to study languages, then it is the
difficult to understand and our <oncept of compulsory studies of all
kinds rather than that of language
accent as nasal and ugly?
For a start, Professor Hammarstrom studies that is under criticism. One
says, anyone from outside a dialectal can argue in reply that you should not
group will have difficulty force monolingualism on anyone.
Taken one small step further, this
understanding its speakers.
There can be no doubt, he says, that objection could be regarded as a
it is a general characteristic of censure of the notion of a core cur·
Australian English to sound nasal 81 if riculum!".
it were pronoWlced Hin the nose". But
this is not in the realm of ugliness or
Arguments for
beauty.
"What is ridiculed at one time is
accepted at some other time or what is
The paper considers arguments on
found beautiful in one language is felt
educational, sociopolitical, and per
to be ugly in some other," he says.
He says that when Australians sonal and family grounds in favor of
criticise their own language they are including languages other than English
often, in fact, only criticising a lower in a core curriculum.
It points out that the CDC report
sociolect than their own. And he adds
that opinion about one's own language advocates that the core curriculum
is tied in with pride and confidence, or "acknowledge the plural, mul·
the lack of them, in one's country and ticultural nature of our society and
seek a form of cultural-social
culture.

integration which values interaction
and free communication amongst
diverse groupe and sub-cultures."
Language, the paper says, is the
.deepest manifestation of culture. It
facilitates the expression of both uni·
versals and those features specific to a
particular culture.
"Only by studying a particular
language in depth can a person actual
ly experience what it is like to try to
think in another way, and to project
oneself into a different mode or
organising reality . .. Lack of support
for ethnic languages in the education
system could leave ethnic cultures 81
embellishments to mainstream Anglo.
Celtic culture ("souvlaki and Polish
dancing")."
The paper also points out that in the
CDC report the aims for Australian
schools include "a sense of personal,
group and national identity and unity
in all (Australia's) people" and "free
communication amongst and between
individuals and groups."

National resourca
The critique says: "We would argue
that the language of 'groupe' cannot be
ignored by the core curriculum if such
are to be the aims of education .. .
The response of the education system
of a multilingual society in a shrinking
world should not be a monolingual core
curriculum. Languages are not only an
aoset to the individual but also a
resource for the nation."
Among the other points the paper
makes are these:
• Canadian research h81 suggested
that a good command of a second
language appears to lead to an
improvement
in
cognitive
development, higher verbal
intelligence, more divergent thinking
and greater mental flexibility.
• A monolingual core is too
compatible with an attitude that
denigrates all languages other than
English.
• A monolingual core curriculum
would put young Australians of the
future at a disadvantage, compared
with people of other countries. There
are relatively few education systems in
the world with a monolingual core cur
riculum.

Self-esteem

Monllh', invotvement with Ita neighboring ethnic communitie, WII well iIIultnlted in the
exhibition "Ooldelgh: POttnIit of the New Society" thot went on show in OokJoigh ond
Cloyton Llbrori.. recondy. Our pictu... token ot the opening of tho ditploy. shows (from
left): Cr Mlk. IchueIt. former Monash photographer H_ _ume ond hi. wile Alb<,
Cr Olge J-.on. the Vlce·Chancelior. " o _ r MerlIn. Ind Mr R_ M _ , MIA
lor O.kJeigh.
Photo: Rick Crompton

•

• If children gain the impression at
school that English is the only
language of importance, those of non
Anglo·Celtic background may make
little or no effort to maintain ethnic
languages. Their self·esteem and
estimation of their family, ethnic
language and culture may drop.
The paper notes the use of the word
"practical"
in
the
CDC
recommendation: This "suggests that,
even if it may be desirable to include
languages other than English in a core
curriculum , this is difficult or
impossible in practice".
It gives consideration to "practical"
matters involved in teaching languages
other than English - the availability
of teachers, improved teaching
methods and the like.
AprIl , . .,

'Love's' had charm, dignity
cheeky clown named Costard; but even their
liveliness does not quite prevent the sense that there
is not much of moment going on.
The action of tbe play is really centred in its talk,
and the reliance on verbal wit, much of it
convoluted and some of it obscure, would always
make this a bold choice for any student group.
Recent Shakespeare Society productions have been
notable for their clarity of speaking and tbia one
showed all the signa of a very careful attention to the
language. But the breezes of an autumn night,
compounded by a tendency on opening night to play
too far back in the space, sometimes made even the
better repartee hard to catch.

"Love'. I..bour'. LoIt", performed by tbe
Shakelpeare SocIety in alooclatlon with the
Engll.h department, i. another in the oerieo of
Univenity productioDl which draw .uooeoefully
the delight. of lOme cornen of the Monalh

~:::~~I~:;::~tbe ofattractions
Shakespeare
in well
the
the Unionofhave
become so

I

that it is surely time that the University
consideration to furnishing the area (discreetly)
some permanent performance facilities which
make it 8 more convenient and flexible
niflvir•• space.
Scott'. production gained particular visual
from lan Hamilton'. simple and effective
design. A broad green backcloth unobtrusively
gave more intimacy to the space, and two richly
colored tents provided very effective access while
bringing an acceptable touch of courtliness to the
parkland of Navarre. A hazardously placed sundial
was the only feature of the set which was not
functional and pleasant.
The action of "Love's Labour's Lost" is all out
doors and unusually concentrated in location. This
made the Shakespeare Society's choice of venue an
appropriate one. But the choice ' of play entailed
some special problems.
The plot turns on the teasings, contentions and
misconceptions of four fairly interchangeable young
men (the King of Navarre and three cronies who
have joined him in renouncing worldly pursuits temporarily - for scholarship) and four fairly
interchangeable young women (the Princess of
France and her three ladies.in-waiting).
The toings.and·froings of this group are much
diverted by an inexplicable Spanish Don and a

Celebrating
ten y-ears

This was more of a problem for the courtly wits,
given the style of their verse, than for the comic
relief; Don Armado and the school teacher
Holofernes are each given a distinctive rhetoric,
and Costard has little time for subtlety.
Among the lovers, Philippa Adgemis's vivacio~s
Rosaline was perhaps most successful 1n
communicating the wit of the dialogue; even David
McLean's stylish and zestful performance as
Berowne suffered now and then from the habit of
catching the racy rhythms of "a game of wit well
play'd" without conveying its substance.
The final scene - the longest scene Shakespeare
wrote - underlined these tendencies. Despite some
injections of fun from the would·be Worthies, the
disentangling of the love relationshipa proved a
somewhat slow and static affair. That is the nature
of the sequence, of course, but one couldn't help

~

Professor McCaughey graduated from the
University of Melbourne in 1965 as a
Bachelor of Arts (honours) in fine arts

o

and English.
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The Notting Hill Hotel - "The
Nolt." - has been the Monaah·"local"
for as long as . . . well, many a pot b8s
clouded euctly wben.
For the last 10 or so years, however,
cartoonist Stuart Roth has been
capturing the rare mix of the pub - .
..--P- ..imJ1
DON'.,. 1iIK" ,""N I!'"HeAP
where the tidy mind meets the
'Thr S
t!"A3~ •..
anarchic and where students rub
D OW N -n-r. NO'-'-:""
shoulders with off.duty cops - in a
regular advertisement for Lot's Wife. bar and back Bgain, stopping only to
That is to say, the ad has appeared appeal in a cartoon on the way."
The book, which has had a run of
regularly but the characters who
feature in it have been an ever· 1600, is on sale at the Lot's Wife office
changing procession of personalities all in the Union and at Robert Blackwood
Hall and the Alexander Theatre. Its
anxious to get "Down the Nott....
That, too, is the title of a newly· cost - $3 - will mean foregoing just a
published collection of the Roth ads few of those frothy glasses down the
Nott.
with text by Keith Tucker.
In the past decade some of the greats
like Mohammed Ali, George Harrison
- even Royalty - have been depicted
as aching for their first beer down the
There are five lectures remaining
Nott.
But as Tucker points out in his in a public series on Classical Greek
introduction: " While celebrities are all Thought and Culture being
very well and add a certain tone to the conducted by members of the
cartoon, the real never.say.dies are departments of Classical Studies
your standard , run·of·the·mill and Philosophy during first term.
students and misceUaneous Nott.
T omorrow (April 8), Mr E. J.
patrons. Their determination to get
Down the Nott. over the past 10 years Khamara, of Philosophy, will talk on
has to be admired. Whether by car, "Aristotle on Time" at 1.15 p.m. in
bike, truck, foot or parachute they're Rotunda theatre 6 - the time and
always there, drinking and fighting location of the other sessions also.
The schedule is:
t heir way from the beer garden to the

Top job at
the Gallery
The chairman or the Viaua. Arts
department at Monalb, Prore..or
Patriek MeCaughey, hal been
appointed the new director of the
National Gallery or Victoria.
Professor McCaughey will take up his
appointment late this year. He has been
at Monash since 1974.

The M ini8ter (or the Arts, Norman Lacy)
in announcing the appointment aaid
that Professor McCaughey was chosen
from a distinguished field of applicants
from Australia and overseas.

From 1967 to '69 he was a Teaching Fellow
in the English department at Monash;
from 1968 to '71 8 Harkness Fellow in
New York (working in the Museum of
Modem Art and New York University);
and from 1972 to '73 a University Fellow
in the fine arts department at
Melbourne University.
He is a member of the Council of the
Australian National Gallery in Canber·
ra and a member of the Council of the
Victorian College of the Arts. During
1973-74 he was a member of the Vi8ual
Arts Board of the Australia Council
which he was instrumental in founding.
Professor McCau5iChey has worked as art
critic for The Age and baa written a
number of important works in the visual
arts including The Au.traliaD.

Painters

o(

the Heidelberg School 

tbe Jack Manton Collection (1979)
and Fred W1lliamo (1980).

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Registrar's department haa beea.

Classical Greek thought

AIoriI ,",

Peter Fitzpatrick
Department of English
Mr Lacy said: "Professor McCaughey will
bring a wealth of knowledge and
experience to Victoria's m06t senior
visual arts position."

........... ..J"nt!IT 1lEI\"r4r
~ .. SPII~r w«'rl"'~

of frothy
Nott. ads

Problem for courtly wits

thinking that something might have been done to
lift it - by exaggerating the dilIerenceo between the
lovers, or their sameness, or perhaps by formalising
their reconciliationa more fully in a courtly dance.
It may be, though, that tinkeringo of that kind
would have lost some of the charm and dignity
which gave this production mucb of its appeal. And
they are very aubstantial virtues.
I liked the sense, which everyone in this cast
encouraged, of their real enjoyment in the making
the performance.
Richard Panneli'. performance 88 Don Armado
stood out for its sustaine<kauthority and inven
tiveness, but there was fine support in the don·
nishness and nose-wrinkling of Peter Grove. as the
pedant Holofemes, and the energy and great good
cheer of Brian Rock'. Coatard.
This was a cast with a good deal of depth, and a
number of other images remain - among them the
languid disparagements of James Ro.I'. Boyet, the
shrewdness and snake·vanquishing of Michael
Mulcahy's Moth, and the fetching graces of the
ladies from France.
"Love's Labour's Lost" can perhaps be a bolder,
bawdier and busier play Ihan it was at Monash, but
this production created a distinctive mood of its own
in which it was a pleasure to share.
Tim Scott and the Shakespeare Society have
established a very solid standard with their outdoor
Shakespeares, and one hopes that their problems
this time with weather, thieves and vandals will not
deter them from continuing the tradition in Marches
to come.

April IS, " Fate and Free Will in
Sophocles", Mr A. S. McDevitt, Clas·
sical Studies; April 22, "Plato and
Aristotle on the Subject . Predicate
Distinction", Dr L. B. Grant,
PhiiDlOphy; April 29, ", , . in corpore
sano: Athletic Competition in Ancient
Greece" (illustrated), Professor A. S.
Henry, Classical Studies; May 6,
"Aristotle on Happiness", Dr R. F.
Khan, Philosophy.
For fur ther information contact ext.
3200.

'0

advised o( the (ollowing ocbolanblpo.
The Reporter preaenta a preels of the

details. More information can be
obtained from the Graduate
Scholarship8 Omce, ,round noor,
University Oftices, extension 3066.
NH '" MRC Medical and Dental
Research Scholanhipe
Tenable for one to three years normally
in Australia. Stipend currently $10,145 to
$11,598 p.a. Applications cl08e at the
Graduate Scholarships Office on May 22.
La Trobe Unlvenity Releareh Fet·
lowlhipo 1982
Open to graduates with a recent doctoral
degree for rull·time research. Duration, one
to two years, salary $19, 132 p . a.
Applications close July 31.
MONAIH REPORTER

Grant 'writer
in residence'
Journalist, academic, diplomat and author ..• that's the varied career of
Bruce Grant who later this year will be Writer-in-Residence in the Engli.h
department.

(

Mr Grant will take up the poeition Auatralian Higb Commioeioner in In·
dia and Ambaaaador to Nepal from
on June 1 for 8 nine week period.
One of the highlights of his "residen· 1973-76. He left this poeition amid con·
cy" will be a ..ries of four public troversy when he entersd the debate on
lectures on the theme, "Aspects of an the .acking of the Wbitlam
. Government by the Governor·Generai.
AU8tralian Civilisation".
Since then he haa .pent a year 8lI
The lectures will explore the thesis
that AU8tralia will become, in the 21st Visiting Fellow at Ormond College and
Century, 8 new kind of Western a year aa Research Aaaociate at tbe
civilisation 8uch as America did in the International In.titute for Strategic
20th Century. Plano are for the lectures Studies in London. For the laat four
to be held Thursdays at lunchtime, years he baa been engaged full·time in
writing.
beginning on June 11.
Among hi. other rol.. Mr Grant
chairs the board of the Au.tralian
Own writing
Dance Theatre and i. a director of the
As well, Mr Grant, who is 56, will be Australian Institute of Political
pursuing hi. own writing at Monaah - ' Science. He haa been president of the
the major purpoee of the Literature Melbourne Film Feotival.
Board of the Au.tralia Council and the
Mr Grant has strong Monaah linka
University in funding .uch a poeition. - for three years from 1970 he waa a
e will aloo be available to con.ult mem ber of Council and is still a
with campus writers and others member of the Univeroity Club. He haa
interested in his work.
been a member of Deakin University's
After graduating from the University Council .ince 1979.
of Melbourne, Mr Grant took a job
with The Age, as film and theatre critic
from 1950 to '53, and then foreign Recent publlcetions
correspondent in Europe and the
Among hi. recent publications are
Middle East (1954·57), Asia (1959·63)
The
Boat'People, the story of the ex·
and Washington (1964.65).
odU8
of Vietnam ..e refug... which waa
Mr Grant waa a Nieman Fellow at
serialised
in The Age, and a novel
Harvard University in 1956-59 where
Cherry
Bloom.
Other titl.. include
he studied international affairs and
American literature. From 1965-68 he Indone8ia (1964), The Crill. of
lectured in international relations at Loyalty (1972) and Arthur and Eric
Melbourne University where he was (1977). About to be published is a book
University Fellow in Political Science. on his experiences in India and he is
In the following five years he wrote a currently working on a book "about"
column, "Public Affairs". for The Age. AU8tralia.
With Erwin Hado, Mr Grant haa
Mr Grant's diplomatic career was as
written a play titled Kinghit which
deals with the events of November 11,
1975. It was given a public reading at
the Pram Factory late laat month.
He has also had short storieo and
The Registrar advises the following articles on international affairs
published widely and delivered
important dates lor students in April:
11: First term ends for Medicine VI (Prince numerous public lectures.

•.Abstract Compotition· .• work in pencil .nd WltercoiOf done by ludwig HitlchfeJd·Mack in 1969
- one of seven works gjven 10 Monash by th. artist', widow.

New Monash acquisitions
•
In Hirschfeld-Mack show
An el<hibition of worlu by the in his time there experimented with
painter Ludwig Hlrochfeld-Mack color theory related to music.
When the Bauhaus closed he went
will be held in the Visual Art.
Exhibition Gallery from April 14 to on to a teaching career. In 1930 he
May 22.
became first profeosor of art and craft
The exhibition will include ..ven . at the new State Teacher Training
works given to Monaah late laat year Academy at Frankfurt - a progreasive
by the artist's widow, Olive. They academy later closed by the Nazis.
represent a valuable and important
acqui.ition for the Monaah collection. Oeelong Job
Also on show will be works from the
Melbourne University collection.
In 1936 Hirschfeld·Mack moved to
Ludwig Hirschfeld·Mack wa. born the UK where he taught in Wal .. and
in Frankfurt, Germany, in 1893. At London. He was interred in the UK,
about age 26 he entered the Bauhaus in however, at the .tart of the War and
Weimar as a foundation member. The deported to Australia in 1940. Through
Bauhaus in its 14 year lifetime was the intervention of Dr Jam"" Darling,
dogged by a shortage of funds, hostile Headma.ter of Geelong Grammar, he
officials and internal feuds yet it was released and in 1942 took up
became a legend and still remains a appointment as art master at Darling's
symbol of a progreosive attitude to school - a position he held until 1957.
architecture and design.
After retirement the Hirschfeld·
Its founder Walter Gropius
Macks
lived in the Dandenongs. The
involved in the project avant~garde
artists such as Feininger, Klee, Kan.. artist died in 1965.
din8ky and Moholy Nagy. Their
The Exhibition Gallery is on the
attitude to shape, color, space and . seventh floor of the Menzieo building.
form had a fundamental influence on Its hours are Monday to Friday 10 a.m.
the Bauhaus pupils. Hirschfeld·Mack to 5 p.m. (Wedneoday to 6 p.m.).

Important dates

Henry's students),
13: First teaching round begins, Dip. Ed.
14: Students who have not received a
'Confirmation of Enrolment' form
through the post should call at the
Student Records Office to complete and
lodge a replacement form,
16: First term ends for Medicine V1 (Alfred
students).
Last day (or all currently enrolled
students to lodge tbeir 'Confirmation
of Enrolment' form. at the Student
Record. Office before late fees are
imposed. Students who lodge their
forms at Student Records after this date
will incur a late fee calculated at the
rate of $5 for up to one week late; $10 for
between one and two weeks late; $20 for
more than two weeks late.
Last date lor discontinuation ot all
studies by notetor-degree. diploma,
bachelor degree and Master
preliminary candidates, and by
Master candidates defined as
coursework candidates, to be eligible
for 75% refund of the 1981 Union fees
paid (not applicable to students taking
Summer Term subjects only.)
Graduation ceremony - Science.
17: Good Friday holiday.
20: Easter Monday holiday.
21: Easter Tuesday holiday.
%2: Second term begins for Medicine VI
(Prince Henry's students).
24: Graduation ceremony - Law and
Science.
MONASH IIEI'OIITIII

3331. (All lectures repeated at 5.30 p.m.,
Hercus Lecture Theatre, University of
Melbourne).
9·11: MUSICAL - "The Mikado" by Gilbert
and Sullivan, presented by Babirra. Players. 8
p.m. Alex Theatre. Admiaion: adults $5;
students and pensioners $3.50; children $2.50.
Bookings: 241 1827.
II: CONCERT - Melbourne Youth Music coun·
cil presents the Melbourne Youth Orchestra
conducted by John Hopkins; and the
Melbourne Youth Symphonic Band,
conducted by Frank Liston. Guest artists will
be the winnen! of the MUlical Society of Vic·
toria's 125th Birthday Competition. 8 p.m .
HBH. Admission : adults $3, concession $1.
Tickets available at the door.
13: LUNCHTIME CONCERT - Piano recital
by Michael Brimer, Ormond Professor of
Music at the University of Melbourne. 1.15
p.m RBH. Admiuion f1ft.
MIGRANT STUDIES SEMINAR 
"Ideology and Learning to Read Hebrew", by
Mr Fred Klarberg. 27: "Contrastive Analysis
between Dialect and Standard Languages",
by Proleaaor Werner Beach. Both &eminara at
7.30 p.m. Lecture The.tre 83. Admiaaion
free. Inquiries: ext. 2925.
13-16: EXHIBITION of Chinese paintings by
Cheah Aik Pin and hi, students. 10 a.m .. 4
p.m. ArtI • Cnfls Centre. Admiaion free.
Inquiries: ext. 3096. The exhibition will also
be held April 22 . 24.
1.f~MAY 22: EXHIBITION "Ludwig
Hirwchfeld-Mack", worD from the Melbourne
and Monuh Univel'lities collections. 10 •.m..
5 p.m. EzhtblUoD Gallery, Meul.,

APRil DIARY
The event. U,t.ed below are open to the
public. RBH throuChout stand, (or Robert
Blackwood HaU. There i, a BASS ticketilll
outlet on camput at tbe Aleander Theatre.
8: LUNCHTiME CONCERT - Organ and
Vihuela, by Geoffrey Cox and John Griffiths,
works by Frescobaldi and Narvaez. Others in
series - 15: Wednesday Consort, Easter
music by Michael East and Buxtehude. 22:
Organ Recital by Kenneth Weir. 29: Wednes·
day Consort. music for recorders. voicel and
continuo. by Telemann and Charpentier. All
concerts at 1.10 p.m . LarKe Chapel,
RelirloUl Centre. Admiaiori free. lnquiriel:
ext. 3160.
LECrURE - ..Aristotle on Time". 1?Y Mr E.
J. Khamara. Others in seriel - 15: "Fate and
Free Will in Sophocles", by Mr A.S. McDevitt
22: "Plato and Aristotle on the Subject·
Predicate Distinction", by Dr L. B. Grant, 29:
" ... in ~ sano: Athletic Compet.itiOll in
Ancient Greece" (illustrated), by ProCessor
A.S. Henry ~ Allleeturea at 1.15 p.m. Lecture
Theatre R6. Admission free. Inquiries: ext.
3200.

9: LECTURE - "Aboriginal Kil1lllhip and Social
Organisation", by Eric Wilmot. Others in
series - 16: "Rolel of Men, Women and
Children in the Weltern Desert", by Dr Isabel
White, ANU. 30: "Aboriginal Spirituality",
by Eric Wilmot. Alliecturea at 1 p.m. Lecture
Theatre R6. Admiasion free. Inquiri.: ext.

"

BWldilll. Admiuion free. Inquiries: nt.
2117.
16: SEMINAR - " How does a fly make a hor·
mone?" , by Dr B. Roberti and Sheri
Wentworth. 23: "Resource partitioning
amongst Victorian Lichenostomu.
honeyeaten, in particular, the helmeted and
yellow·tufted honeyeatera". by Boyd Wykes.
Pres. by department of Zoology. All seminars
at I p.m. Rooipl 232, Biology Bulldlq.
Admission free. Inquiries: ext. 2658.
23: CONCERT - ABC Monash Series No.1:
"The Creation" (Haydn), with the Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Roland
Bader, and St. Hedwia'a Cathedral Choir of
Berlin. Soloists Nance Grant (soprano).
Robert Gard (tenor), Ian Cousins (baritone). 8
p.m. RBH. Admission: adulta A. Rea. $9.70,
B. Res. $1.70; C. Res. $6.70; students and pen·
sionen! A. Rea. $7.10; B. Res. $5.70; C. Rea.
$4.80.

24·26: MUSICAL - " How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Tryina", presented
by Cheltenham Light Opera Company. 8 p.m.
Alex. Theatre. Admiuion: adults $5.50;
students and pemionen $4; children sa.
Booking.: 555 3269. Performances also April
30 . May 2.
26: CONCERT - The Melbourne Chorale Oc·
casional Choir, the Austr.lI.n Boys' Choir
and The Victori.n Collele of the Arts
Orchestra conducted by John Hopkins,
present "Wit Requiem" by Benj.min Britten.
8.15 p.m. RBR, Tickeu from. all BASS
outlets.
27: LUNCHTIME CONCERT - piano recital
by Michael Brimer. 1.15 p.m. RBH.
Admission fret .

ApotI'. .1

Choral Society
(and friends)
~p-erform

Rossi ni work
The Monash University Choral
Society is joining with several or the
most distinguished members or the
Melbourne music scene to perform
Rossini's "Petite Mease Sollennel
Ie" in early May.
The concert will be held in Melba
Hall, Melbourne University, on Satur
doy, May 2 at 8 p_m.
Rossini's work is neither, as its title
migM. suggest, little nor solemn but
has heen described as jj highly enter·
tainhg" .
It will be conducted by Greg
Hurworth, of the department of
Music.
The work is scored for two pianos
and harmonium. On piano will be
Trevor Barnard, who has lectured at
Monash, and Shirley Trembath, a
staff member. Carol Williams, of the
Music department, will play the har
monium.
The soloists will include Rosalind
Smith (soprano) and Margaret
Arnold (a lto) . both Monash
postgraduates, Evan Zachariah
(bass) who is a former member of t he
Choral Society and Peter Anderson
(tenor), a Monash staff member.
Tickets cost $5 and $3.50 (students)
and may be obtained through BASS or
at I he door. For further information
{'ont8cl ;;29 4662.

Odds and
THE MEEK shall inherit the earth
... well, at least books on "Quarks,

Quasars. Pulsars, Laser, Maser,
Plasma and Tashion".
Monash physicist Dr Logan
Francey recently received the
following flowery prose in a request
from a student in Ranchi, India:
"Sir: I beg to invite your kin"d
attention to the insatiable thirst for
kt)owledge of an obscure bibliophil
that compels him to be a suppliant for
your munificence. To get down to brass

tacks, I have a good mind to be
enlightened by your Relativity (latest
edition), but my chronic financial
stringency obfuscates the lofty idea. I
am on my uppers.
"Would you mind furnishing the
poor student languishing in the icy
quagmire of despondency with books
and research papers you have hitherto
published on Quarks, Quasars,
Pulsars, Laser, Maser, Plasma and
Tashion gratis?
"The beau geste would remain
enshrined in the golden alcove of my
memory for ever."
The lyrical mflndicant is in luck and
has been sent some material. Asks Dr

Francey: " How could I resist?"

•
IT CAME to Odds and Ends'
attention that Doug Ellis, Deputy
Warden of the Union, and Prore.oor
A_ G. L. Shaw, of History, had a
recent conversation about holes-in-one
at golf.
Traditionally after such an
achievement a golf club presents the
AtJrlI 1'.1

Three concerts by Trio Victoria
A Mona.h phYllologi.t, who Ia
al80 an accompli.bed concert
planl.t, I. a member of the group
Trio Victoria which this year wiD
give a series of sUbocrlpUon concerts
in Camberwell Civic Centre.
H't is Brian Chapman, senior lec
turer, who makes up Trio Victoria with
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
musicians, Michael K1.1n and Steven
Finnerty.
Their concert 8Chedule is: Tuesday,
June 9, works by Smetana, Martinu
and Tchaikovsky; Monday, July 'J:/,
works by Mozart, Mendelaaohn and
Brahms; Thursday, September 24, an
all-Beethoven program.
The trio formed in 1979 and
capped their first 18 months of
concerts and radio broadcasts with an
enthusiastically received performance
of Tchaikovsky and Mendelssohn at
Melbourne's annual "Music in the
Round" festival. It was aCter this
appearance that Burlington Concert
Productions asked the group to do the
subscription series. Trio Victoria this
year wHi also release its first record.
Dr Chapman was the Victorian win
ner of the ABC Instrumental and Vocal
Competition in 1968 and has
performed in concert many times in
Australia and the United States. Three
years ago he was featured as soloist on
the first record to be released by
Robert Blackwood Hall.
Mr Kisin is Latvian-born and in
1972 was appointed assistant concert
master of the Lithuanian Philhar
monic Orchestra. In 1976 he left the
Soviet Union and journeyed to

Australia. He plays in the first violin
section of the MSO.
Mr Finnerty is an American-born
cellist. He has studied in New York
and California and performed
throughout the United States,
including at Carnegie Han and
Harvard. He was brought to Australia
to join the MSO in 1978.
Tickets for the Trio Victoria
subscription series can be obtained at
BASS outlets (there is one at the Alex
ander Theatre) .•A reserve' seats are
$21; 'B reserve' and balcony $17.50.
Single concert tickets cost $8.50 and
$7. Student concessions are available
for 'B reserve'.

player with a bottle of whisky and
records his or her name on an honor
board.
Doug was saying what a waste of
good whisky it was when he picked up
a bottle after a hole-in-one at
Riversdale Golf Club last year. The
bottle has remained unopened.
Professor Shaw quietly replied that,
in fact, in his golfing career he had
been awarded two bottles of whisky 
from Metropolitan and Barwon Heads
golf clubs. (We are unsure if those
bottles are still in the pristine state.)
At least one other Monash staff
member - Professor Ron Brown
from Chemistry - is known to have
won a bottle of whisky in like manner
- from Yarra Yarra.
When asked about the conversation
Doug was at pains to point out that
there was no element of boasting
involved.
"My hole·in-one was anything but
good golf," he said. "It was completely
an act of God. The holes-in-one by the
other two, on the other hand, were en
tirely due to their skill and a mis-spent
youth." (Or did he say well-spent?)

•
MOZART, Mendelssohn and
Brahms on Wednesday, July 29 or Di,
Charles and St Paul's?
Trio Victoria had the middle
concert of its 1981 subscription series
all set to go for July 29 (see separate
story) when the. Big Date was
announced. The musicians sized up
their competition - the televised
marital spectacular - and, deciding
they just might come off second best,
rescheduled their concert to Monday,
July 27.

THE EDUCATION Department of
Victoria has Utrialled" a new word. ..
and that's it. Well, really, trialled was
trialled in issue no. 2 this year of Newl
Exchange, published by the
Department's Publications and
Information Branch. Considered such
a success, the word was permanented
in the following issue.

• Member. of Trio Viclone: (from left, MkIhMI
tu.ln. 8Mn Ctwpmln Ind Steven finnerty.

MONASH REPORTER
The next i .. ue of Mona~h, ~
Reporter will be publlahed In the
rl1'st week of May 1981
Copy deadline Ia Monday, April

'no

ContrlbuUol11 (!etten, articles,
photos) and luuestlona .hould be
addressed to the editor (en. 20(3)
c/- the Information offtce, ground
noor, University Offtcea.

THE STUDY of living creatures ob
viously has its more exciting momenta.
We note - without suggelltions - the
title of a Zoology seminar to be given
this month by Dr B, Roberta and
Sheri Wentworth: How does a fly
make a hormone? Detail. in the
Diary, P.ll.

------------------

The Mini goes up ... and in
,J'-.

and the
Dixons
are off

Glenbrook Avenue, North
Three years ago Frank began
Clayton, lost two or its most notable preparing for his retirement by
personalities - and ita mOlt investing in a '63 Bedford Comair bus
prominent landmark - last month. that had outlived its usefulness on its
south suburban circuit - but still had
potential as a home for the future.
That was the day that Frank and
Working at weekends and nights, he
iris Dixon packed their bags, loaded took out all but three of the bus's 41
up their mobile home, parked the Mini seats, installed bunks, kitchenette,
in the boot and took off for warmer shower, toilet, liftaway double bed 
latitudes.
and garagel
For the past 11 years, Frank has
And when they departed for their
been Monash's garage supervisor (or new life as proprietors of the
'chairman of the department of Boomerang Way caravan park ,
lubology' according to his nameplate) Tocumwal, NSW, on March 28, Frank
- the man chiefly responsible for the simply drove the Mini up the ramp at
maintenance of the University's the rear, parked it under the
vehicle fleet (and, he'll tell you, for the suspended double bed and took off...
fine safety record that the University
drivers enjoy!).
And for most of that time, his wife
Iris has been on the staff of the Halls or
Residence.

12
Pt"'led Web OffMI by SUind.rd N~ lid.. 101'.... Ad.. C""I~m. 3192. Vic:IOn'.

. .. ends.

MONA.H REPORTER

T

