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CAREERS DAY 

At caree,. DIY on August 4, prospective students, their parent. and teachers 

cen 18lk InlonnaUy with 01811. undergraduates and graduat .. about almost any 
aspect 01 student IIle. 

Representatives from the seven faculties - Arts, Economics and Politics, Educa· 
tion, Engineering, Law, Medicine and Science - will be on campus, together with 
peopte involved in selection procedures, finance, accommodation and the special 
entry program. The Careers and Appointments Servjce will be open for consulta
tions. Careers Day will run from 1 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. and snacks will be on sale from 
mkk1ay. It will not be an Open Day so there will be no demonstrations or computer 
games to entertain and divert the rest of the family. 

Plans for HSC English'naive' 

"It's naive and m...,onsidered to cut English in half in the expectation that 

it will be covered somewhere else," says remedial English adviser at 
Monash, Mr Gordon Taylor, about the Blackburn Report. 

He was referring to the report's 
recommendation that a new common 
subject - the study of work in society 
- could serve as a medium through 
which literacy and broader communi
cation skills could be developed and 
tested. 

There would be a corresponding 
reduction in the requirements for com
pulsory formal English study. 

"I can't see how the study of work in 
society can possibly be a useful vehicle 
for leaching literacy:' he said. 

"Nobody knows what the subject is 
- it does not even exist and it will pro
bably be amish-mash. 

"It's not possible to teach literacy in 
an undisciplined way." 

Mr Taylor, a remedial English adviser 
at Monash since 1974. has done several 
studies on levels of literacy and 
numeracy among students. 

While he concedes that literacy is not 
the exclusive domain of English 
teachers, he is concerned that the new 
proposal would require such a massive 
teacher re-education program that it 
would be unlikely to work out. 

At a recent special lecture to staff, 
from the Faculty of Arts, he said a more 
co-ordinated and systematic approach 
had to be developed for the faculty as a 

whole to tackle the problems of student 
writing. 

Academic staff traded off strengths 
and weaknesses in such things as 
relevance, the quality of ideas, the 
breadth of reading, the structure of 
argument, logic and the use of evidence, 
against strengths and weaknesses in the 
mechanics. 

Members of staff in the same depart
ment could vary considerably in the 
weight they assigned to particular 
criteria in judging a piece of work. 

Mr Taylor said that some members of 
the Arts Faculty believed that the system 
of half-year units. combined with the 
freedom to discontinue a subject a stu
dent was not doing well in, enabled the 
student to move to a course somewhere 
in the faculty where attention to quality 
of language was reputed to be slight. 

"In this way the student can hide his 
or her failures in the insterstices of the 
faculty system." 

Plagiarism was resorted to not so 
much out of ~ poor sense of academic 
ethics as from an inability to summarise 
and analyse secondary sources. which 
themselves were relied upon excessively 
because students lacked the ability to 

analyse primary texts. 

" It can therefore be seen as an inabili
ty to write which stems in part from a 
lack of the relatively sophisticated 
reading and analytical skills an under
graduate needs to master," he said. 

"There is an easy attitude to language 
and language use and this well-estab
lished academic tradition needs to be 
modified. if not broken. before much 
can be accomplished. 

"Jf the ability to write is widely 
regarded in the faculty as an accessory 
to, rather than as an integral part of. an 
Arts education, only ultimate 
embarrassment to the University can 
follow." 

The Dean of Arts, Professor John 
Legge. has given his full support to 
moves within the faculty to improve stu
dent literacy. 

Following a report to the Faculty 
Board from an ad hoc committee on 
student literacy and numeracy, he wel
comed Mr Taylor's lecture. the first of 
its kind at Monash. and has encouraged 
departments to follow it up by more 
detailed discussion. 

"There is a serious problem of stu
dent literacy," he said. 

"We are trying to do what little we 
can at our end, but to be tackled proper
ly the problem should be faced at 
primary and secondary level." 

• Gordon Taylor 

• See pages 4 and 5 for more com
ments on the Blackburn Report . 

• The smiles of success as fiiirst-i18ai ErigfoiHi;;;gSiiidenlts Tony • left. Tim Jentz and . magnificent "Sydney Harbor 
Bridge" entry on to tho testing apparatus SpegheUi Bridge CompetHion of 1985. Turn to page for the consequences. 



Bustling bazaar of 'information specials' 

Think of Ihe ANZAAS Feslival of Science as a big exciling informalion 

markel - bul inslead of a bazaar of colorful fruils and vegelables, or 
sbares changing hands on a bustling stock exchange floor, the festival offers 
across-tbe-board "information specials"_ 

Like farmers on market day. top 
scientists from Australia, New Zealand 
and around the world will be showing 
their wares to all comers - to other 
scientists sharing their disciplines, to 
scientists in other specialities and to the 
public in general 

Those attending the festival will be 
able to pick up information bargains. 

It will cost only $8 for a ticket to any 
of the ] 30 or so Congress sessions at 
Monash University; and nothing to 
participate in an event of the 
Community Science and Technology 
program. 

The festival has four segments: 
• The 55th Congress at Monash; 

• The Community Science and 
Techn%gy program at more than 100 
venues around Melbourne (private and 
government laboratories, factories, 
public utilities and sporting and other 
organisations are offering open-house 
with special scientific activities at no 
charge); 

e Youth ANZAAS. involving more 
than 1500 girls and boys from secondary 
schools in Victoria, other States, New 
Zealand and neighboring countries in a 
week of free scientific events at Dallas 
Brooks Hall; and 

• ASEAN Interaction for invited 
participants from ASEAN countries. 

Segments might give an insight into 
concepts of time, space, light or life; or 
an understanding of how new glass 
technology is impacting industry and 
individuals; or an awareness of how 
countries in the region can help . each 
other in scientific research and develop
ment; or an appreciation of the com
plexity of issues like Aboriginal land 
claims, equal opportunities for women; 
or establishing new industries like deer 
farming. 

The information market is 
increasingly important because we live 
in an information society. 

More and more people now make 
their living assembling, sending or using 
information instead of manufacturing 
and distributing goods and products. , 

However, production of an ever
increasing volume of information brings 
problems as well as benefits. 

We can't keep up with all of the 
information produced. So we tend to 
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specialise, to know more and more 
about less and less. 

Then we find it difficult to take in the 
whole picture - to get all of the 

Melbourne's got the numbers 

Siallstically speaking, Melbourne Is 

ralher well off. 
More than half the statisticians in 

Australia are trained in the Melbourne 
area, and about a quarter of Australia's 
statistics research effort is concentrated 
there. 

And that dominance looks set to con
tinue, given a recent Federal Govern
ment decision to support the establish
ment of a loint Centre for Statistical 
Sciences to be based at Monash, La 
Trobe and Melbourne universities and 
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Tech
nology. 

It will be one of seven key centres of 
teaching and research which wi1l share 
about $3 million in the next three years. 

Key centres aim to improve teaching 
and research standards, help tertiary 
institutions respond to demands for 
their expertise and promote co~opera
tion between higher education and 
industry. 

They are not the same as centres of 
excellence, which are concerned solely 
with pure research. 

The joint centre brings together two 
initiatives which were already being 
undertaken by the institutions. 

The first was to offer a coursework 
Masters degree in statistics. 

Before there was any talk of key 
centres, the statistics departments at the 
three universities already had decided to 
provide such a course on a sharing basis. 

It was to be focused very much 
around the application of statistics, and 
the universities had changed their 
regulations to make it possible. 

The second initiative was the esta
blishment of statistical consultancies for 
industry. 

The aim is to make the centre self
supporting within the three years of the 
announced Federal 

information needed from all of the 
specialists with their own jargons and 
information distribution systems. 

This is one of Ihe important 
challenges of today ... one to which 
ANZAAS responds the year round and 
in a particular way with the Festival of 
Science. 

ANZAAS has a key role in the 
information market. It offers a forum 
for all scientists to contribute and 
exchangt: information. 

Mayoral 

stamp of 

approval 


The Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Cr 
Eddie Beacham, visited Monash 1••1 
week 10 discuss plans for Ihe ANZAAS 
Festl.aJ 0' Science wblch Ihe Unlverslly 
will be hosllng nexl monlh. 

He is pictured left (third from left) 
enjoying a joke with Ihe Vice
Chancellor I Professor Ray Martin, the 
Chancellor, Sir George Lush. and 
Professor John Swan, ANZAAS )
Congress Director. 

Cr Beacham said he was particularly 
interested in the "ASEAN Interaction" 
component of the festival, under which 
more than 60 representatives from the 
ASEAN nations will attend a day""ven
ing session in the Victorian Arts Centre 
to review scientific, technological and 
social issues of mutual concern. 

The decision of the ANZAAS organ
isers to spread the festival over a broad 
area of metropolitan Melbourne rather 
than to concentrate it on the one univer
sity campus was an imaginative and 
farsighted move that would involve the 
people of the city far more than previous 
congresses had done. 

(ANZAAS has reserved the City 
Square for the week preceding the 
festival and each day there will be a 
variety of activities aimed at stimulating 
public interest.) 

Cr Beacham (who holds a Master of ) 
Education degree from Monash) said 
thai the City Council had already under
taken to sponsor two visitors to the festi
val from Melbourne'S sister city in 
China. Tianjin. and itself had a 
significant stake in the festival's success. 

program, Pressure PoIn', dealt with 

euthanaala recenlly, It featured Professor Peter Singer and Dr Helga 

Kuhae 'rom the Centre for Human Bioethlc8_ It wa. fllmed In the 

Union Theatre. Pictured filling seata on .tage beforehand while the 

cameraa were being positioned are, from lell, campus visitor, Sean 

Kelly, an unnamed ABC crew member, and the show'. compere, 

Huw Evans. Photo: Richard 
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'Boy from Fitzroy' wins 

- top post at Harvard 


• 

• Harold Bolitho 

his new post at Harvard University. 

An Associate Professor in the Depart
ment of Japanese for the past 12 years, 
he was appointed Professor of Japanese 
History at Harvard after being "check
ed out" during a Visiting Professorship 
there last year. 

He was chosen from a field which in
cluded a number of American specialists 
and an Englishman. 

"rve been very happy at Monash, it's 
been good to be associated with a grow
ing department. but I know nothing 
about modern Japan and I feel I should. 

"At Harvard I'm being hired 

Although Harold Bolitho regrets leaving Monash, he is looking forward 
to concentrating exclusively on his specialty - early Japanese history - in 

Christie called to Prince's nuclear round- table 

Professor Christie Weeramantry from 

Ihe Faculty of Law was an Invited guest 
at tbe Groupe de Bellerive Colloquium 
08 Nuclear War, Nuclear Proliferation 
aad tIIeir Consequences, convened by 
Prince Sidruddin Agi Khan and .eld 
lut week In Geneva_ 

One of the coUoQuium's crucial con
siderations was the Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty which is coming up 
for its five-yearly review in Geneva in 
September. 

The Prince, who is president of the 
Groupe de Bellerive, financed the con
ference for the purpose of bringing 
together some 500 or 600 people from 
around the world to explore the 
arguments that will be aired at the 

The new kind of law course designed 
for Monash, and outlined in Sir David 
Derham's speecb at the opening of the 
Law School in 1968, had helped to 
resolve the apparent dilemma of main
taining the authority of the law while 
eradicating errors within it. 

HOne result has been a flood of law 
reform measures and a great growth of 
new tribunals and new remedies in areas 
previously barely touched by the law, 
administrative and environmental law to 
name but two, U Sir Ninian said. 

"And there have been dramatic 

specifically as an early Japanese 
historian and I'll have an office in what 
must be one of the best Oriental libraries 
around," he said, before leaving 
Australia late last month. 

Professor Bolitho graduated from the 
University of Melbourne in 1960 and 
went to Japan in 1962 - first as a Saioji 
Memorial Scholar, then as Myer Foun
dation Fellow - returning in 1965. 

He then undertook graduate work at 
Yale University where he became Yale 
Prize Fellow in East Asian Studies, and 
gained his Ph .D. in 1969. 

Since he joined Monash in 1973 he has 
spent periods as Visiting Scholar at Cor
pus Christi College, Cambridge, and 
Visiting Fellow at All Souls College, Ox
ford. as well as the visiting professorship 
at Harvard. 

Despite his travels, the new appoint
ment is the first major move for the boy 
from Fitzroy and he approached it with 
"8 mixture of excitement and appre
hensiontf 

• 

He will be joined by his wife, Anne, a 
secondary school teacher, and daughter 1 

Emily, 14, at the start of 1986. 
Son, Harold, 18, who has been of

fered a place at Harvard, will probably 
go there at the end of his current first 
year in Law/ Science at Melbourne 
University. 

review and to analyse their legal 
implications. 

There were participants from the 
Soviet Union and the Western World in
cluding Professor Aaatoly Gromyko, 
Senator Edward KenDedy, Mr Pierre 
Trudeau, Mr OIof Palme, the Prime 
Minister of Sweden, and Archbishop 
Helder Camara of Brazil. 

Professor Weeramantry put forward 
in January at the United Nations 
University's SCOPE/ ENUWAR con
ference in Tokyo the theory that scien
tists who knowingly manufacture 
nuclear weapons commit an offence 
under international law. 

This theory is receiving increasing 
international attention. • Christie Weeramantry 

New law course brought flood of reforms 

The Faculty of Llw at MODash had gone a long way towards achleviDg Its aIm of 

emphasisiDg the IDteractioD betweeD law aDd Uf., t.e Governor-General, Sir NlDiaD 
Step"D, told guests at Ibe Law School's 21st birthday celebratioDs. 

reforms even in matters procedural9 

perhaps the ultimate domain of conser
vatism. 

IIIn all these moves towards a legal 
system better adapted to the needs of the 
time, Monash Law School has played its 
own notable part." 

The dinner, organised by the Monash 
University Law Alumni, was held at the 
National Gallery, with lawyer-turned
impersonator, Campbell McColIIAS, as 
Master of Ceremonies. 

CampbeU, who spend several months 
oo1llo<,ti"lg historical on the 

Law School. found leafing through the 
University archives (courtesy of Vice
Chancellor, Professor MartIn) an 
enriching experience. 

"The flrst half-inch of that very first 
file is taken up with scores of polite 1960 
letters from Dr Lonis MathesoD (as he 
then was) to such figures as Mr Justice 
Crisp of Tasmania, suggesting an 
iDformal meal at the Wrest Point Hotel 
to discuss the estabtishment of a new law 
scbool.. 

"The V-C wrote: 'I understand that 
,here is a faint possibility that you might 
be interested in this. 

"Mr Justice Crisp allegedly wrote 
back saying: 'Dear Vice-Chancellor, 
Hmmm. Yours sincerely, . . .' 

"After months of unsuccessful at
tempts to arrange such a rendezvous 
with His Honor and others, Dr Math
eson apparently dashed off a memo to 
all concerned, saying in effect , 'Look
let's forget about the law school, and 
just have dinner.' And that, of course, is 
exactly what happened. Or so legend has 
it. " 

• The Law School's 21st anniversary is 
also being celebrated on August 8 with the 
Carter lecture in the Australis Ballroom of 
the Southern Cross Hotel. Emeritus Pro
fessor Sir Magnus Carter (Campbell Mc
Comas. we think) will speak on The Com .. 
pleat ond Utter Lawa ot Engtand ond All 
Her Dominions and Dependenclea from 
Time tmmomorlal to th. Reaaonabty
F.......bt. Future - the DefInitive 
COmment.ry In One Volum. with Aus
tralian Supplement. 

For bookings, phone 8181307 (we think). 

Campus 

on show 


Sce_ from campus life It MODash 
will be depIcted ID a film made by Ibe 
Media Unit at Deakla UDiversity for 
.screeDiDC (0 prospective university 
stnd..ts througbout the St.te. The 
film, aimed at 16 to 18 year olds, is be
ing made on behalf of the Victorian Vice 
Chancellors Committee. 

It wiii focus on the 'everyday ex
perien.ces of two people - Steve, a 
young third year science student and 
Rita, a mature aged student studying 
economics. 

Peter LaDe, director of the 
audio/ video production tearn at Deakin, 
said the lead roles would be taken by 
professional actors but the rest of the 
cast would be Deakin staff and students. 

The film was about a fictitious univer
sity and would be a compilation of the 
four universities in Victoria with scenes 
from every campus . 

The final shots would be a montage of 
people who had gained university 
degrees, including famous names like 
Robert d. Castella, Germaine Gre.r, 
Collette Mann, Max Gillies, and Bob 
Hawke, as well as others who have 
followed different courses and become 
taxi drivers, Qakers or farmers. 

It is hoped the film will be finished by 
August ready for distribution to 
schools. 

IULY 3,1985 

• Pictured at the dinner were, from left, Campbell McComas, Mary Amerena. secretary 
01 the alumni, Jack Hammond, president, Marilyn PiI1ard, vice-president and Malcolm 
McComas. treasurer. 
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Cutback in English 'no cause forconcern' 

The Ministerial Review of Post-compulsory Schooling, now known 

as the Blackburn Report, was put together from the findings of three 
working parties. The Dean of Education at Monash, Professor Peter 
Fensham, who headed the working party on curriculum, recently 
spoke at the Hawthorn Institute of Education about the final report. 
What follows Is part of the talk he gave to an audience which was 
earlier addressed by the Victorian Minister for Education, Mr Ian 
cathie. 

Some of tlte moin tblngs about 
learners tbat universities expect tbe final 
years of scboollng to provide can be 
summarised under five beadings: 
• 	 certain English language skills; 
• 	 a degree of general numerical and 

quantitative competence and con
fidence; 

• 	 a mastery of certain specific pre
requisite knowledge; 

• 	 a level of general education; 
• 	 autonomous learning skills. 

Universities have, in many ways over 
the last decade, expressed dissatisfaction 
with the competence in English language 
of the students who have been "suc
cessful" in the two years of compulsory 
English provided in Years II and 12 of 
schooling. 

Faculties at Monash in 1975, and 
again in 1983. expressed this dissatisfac
tion in formal meetings. 

Accordingly there is no automatic 
reason why the University should be 
concerned in relation to the Blackburn 
Report proposal to reduce the com
pulsory amount of English to two units. 

Two units of English may well be a 
reasonable amount given that a number 
of other areas of the curriculum, ought 
to have a chance to contribute to the 
continued general education of these 
students at this level. 

There is scope in the report for ter
tiary institutions to indicate the sorts of 
specialised English language skills other 
units should aim to provide. 

Moreover, the report does refer to the 
potential that other subject fields have 
to develop and rein force English 
language skills. 

These more transactional aspects of 
English are probably much the ones 
university faculties seem to need and 
find lacking among many of their pre
sent students. 

It will be unfortunate, then, if we find 
universities expressing dissatisfaction 
with the report's proposal concerning 
compulsory English and not supporting 
the potential the report holds for im
proved language skills. 

The report strongly addresses the 
mathematical education of all students 
and, provided suitable curricula can be 
developed and used, should improve the 
mathematics confidence and com
petence of the students entering higher 
education. ' 

However, the report's confusion bet
ween the preparatory and general pur
poses of the required mathematical units 
might make it less likely that the desired 
developments will occur, and it will cer
tainly hinder their implementation. 

The third need of the University (or 
some of its faculties in particular) is a 
critical one for the curriculum of these 
post-compulsory years. 

The report recognises this through its 
recommendations 6, 10 and 28, but pro
vides no boundary to its curriculum pat
tern between preparatory units and 
those for general education. 

Without this it is doubtful that the 
very extensive influence this preparatory 
aspect now has on narrowing curriculum 
options for many students will be 
lessened. 

Furthermore, the report makes the 
quite 'fundamental mistake of expecting 
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the mandatory sequences of three units 
to serve both preparatory and selective 
purposes as well as those of general 
education. r 

This means that there is little 
likelihood that the report's proposals 
will improve the quality of students' 
preparation in specific knowledge - at 
present a very unsatisfactory aspect as 
far as University faculties like Science 
and Engineering are concerned. 

The working party's recom
mendations, on the other hand, did seek 
to improve this aspect considerably and 
did provide 'the differentiation in the 
curriculum pattern needed to assist such 
improvement. 

The proposals in the report for all 
students to continue studies in English 
(two units), the Study of Work (two 
units) and at least three units in each of 
Arls/ Humanities/Science/ Technology 
and Mathematics would broaden the 
education of many students compared 
with the present situation, which allows 
them to avoid studies in the latter two 
categories. 

This assumes, of course, that ap
propriate curricula in these three um
brella areas can be developed. 

The present curricula, particularly in 
Science/ Technology and Mathematics, 
have not been a satisfactory base for the 
broadening that is intended. 

On the other hand, the proposals do 
little to ensure a broadening of the other 
Mathematics/Science group of students 
who at present are very specialised. 

The possibility remains (indeed 
recommendation 10 suggests that it is 
likely) that these students could still 
undertake 17 units out of 24 in the 
Science/ Technology plus Mathematics 
areas, which is the same proportion as 
now for the many students who take the 
phYSical sciences and both mathematics 
in Years II and 12. 

The fifth and final need that univer· 
sities express is an interesting one that 
needs to be defined a little more closely 
before the report's obvious attention to 
this aspect can be judged. 

Undergraduate programs in most 
faculties are not noted for the initiative 
they expect students to take in negotiat
ing their own learning. 

Indeed, many school curricula courses 
of study expect or require school 

BLACKBURN 
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students to show much greater aut,:, 
onomy. 

On the other hand, university educa
tion does usually expect students to take 
more initiatives than schools do with 
respect to planning and disciplining their 
own learning, to attending and respon
ding to lecture-type situations, to give 
appropriate priority to library and other 
unmonitored sources of learning in the 
face of reading references and construct· 
ing essay and other responses with 
relatively little guidance. 

It may be that students at these levels 
of schooling will be best prepared for 
life beyond school if both these sorts of 
autonomy are fostered in the post -com
pulsory years. 

Unfortunately, the report's recom
mendations 17, 19 and 28. seem more 
likely to service the second sorts of 
autonomy than they will the former. 

It 	is unfortunate that the report ap
pears to recommend against the moves 
in Victoria over a number of years to in
volve students and teachers in direct 

decision-making and responsibility 
about the content and manner of their 
learning. 

In dOiog so, it is contrary to 'present 
government policy about schools' 
responsibility for curriculum and about 
the participation of students, teachers 
and parents in determining curriculum. 

More generally, it seems likely that 
universities will support the recom
mendations about the new sorts of 
schools that should assume responsi
bility for these years of schooling. 

These larger, more separate senior 
schools should be more likely to be able 
to provide quality resources and 
teaching for the diverse groups of 
students at these levels. 

Universities will also be concerned 
that mature age students (a very essen
tial source of excellent students for a 
number of faculties) have been so 
neglected by the report. 

Its recommendations about the 
number of units for university entry is 
quite inappropriate for these students. 

Matric committee 

gives vote of support 


The Matriculation Committee at Monash is chaired by Professor Bill 
Rachinger from the Department of Physics. 

It has looked at the Blackburn Report 
and asked faculties to start thinking 
about the implications so they will be 
ready to respond at short notice in what 
promises to be a tight timetable for 
implementation of the report's recom
mendation. 

"We want comments to come from 
the grass roots," Professor Rachinger 
says. 

"The new curriculum hasn ' t been 
defined yet so there's little the faculties 
can say in terms of detailed require
ments, although the universities will be 
expected to provide information on their 
pre-requisites in mathematics, physics 
and chemistry. 

"But the Faculty of Arts may be very 
concerned about the place of modern 
languages, which don't get much of a 
mention in the report. 

"There'll be concern generally about 
the place of English and the fact that the 
time given to it will be reduced, although 
there'll be the argument between those 

who are concerned with what you might 
call technical literacy and clear thinking, 
and those who are concerned with the 
literature aspects. 

"There will probably be general 
agreement that it is a good thing to bring 
order to what has grown up to be a fairly 
disorderly array of subjects, some under 
VISE (The Victorian Institute of Secon
dary Education) and some under TAFE 
(Technical and Further Education). 

"1 think there'll be support for the 
fact that there'll be a single credential 
given for Year 12, whether it be from 
what we know now as the technical 
school area or from the high school-
college area. 

"I think the replacement of VISE by 
VCAB -(Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Board) will be favored by all 
faculties and indeed by all the univer
sities," Professor Rachinger said. 

The grouping of Years II and 12 as a 
coherent entity would also probably 
receive general support. 

Future teachers talk on child abuse 


4 

The laws involvlnc thUd abuse were 
defidmt but i. ways differeD' from .lIose 
aeoerally COIIIplailled ..... seaior Iect.rer 
In uw, Dr Terry Caroey, told a seminar on 
CIdId Abuse in tbe FacaUy of FAuatiOD. 

"Their breadth of focus is too narrow 
the problem is not just sexual abuse but 
physical and emotional abuse," he said. 

Dr Carney. chairman of the Child Welfare 
Practice and Legislation Review Committee 
which prepared the recently~released Child 
Welfare Report (known as the Carney 
Report), says child protection is about pro
viding basic community supports. 

He urged Dip.Ed. students to be aware, as 
teachers. of tbe signs which might indicate 
that a school sludenl was suffering abuse. 
• Pictured after the seminar are, from left, Penny 
Brabin, from the Student Services section of the 
Victorian Education Department, Dr Terry Camey, 
senior lecturer in Education. Or Mary Nixon. and 
the Dean of Education. Professor Peter Fensham, 
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Concept of mastery will go out the window 

"What's going out tbe window in the Blackburn Report is tbe concept of 


tbe mastery of a subJect," says Professor David Bradley of the Department 

of English, who is a member of the Matriculation Committee. 
 BLACKBURN 

"Experiential theories of learning will specific about minimum acquisitions 

be institutionalised by the implementa and minimum standards because part of 

tion of the report ; the concept of its thrust is that teachers sho~ld take 

mastery and internalised competence more responsibility for syllabuses which 
 REPORT 
will be eroded. will engage the students and develop 

"But I don't want to knock the report them in appropriate ways - the educa report's moves towards encouraging ideal of social engineering which society 
- it's a pretty good middle course." tional objectives simply remain there as more students from lower-income isn't ready for. 

Professor Bradley said that as a piece guidelines. families to participate in tertiary educa Hit depends on an educational theory 
of social engineering, the report was try tion, while at the same time questioning which belongs to the I %Os and is unlike"The social objectives are in a sense 
ing to find a sensible solution to the fact the value of public examipatiolls which ly to produce the effects it aims for. trying to make the longer retention at 
that public examinations have become school a more adult and more personally gave equal opportunity to all students, "Which doesn't mean that I think it 
unpopular . shouldn't happen; given that it's got to satisfying experience." Professor Bradley said. 

Although the arguments against be a political report, I don't know what 
public exams were not justified, morc There was a conflict between the "I believe the report is based on an more one could have said." 
students were staying on at school and 
the ends of secondary schooling had 
become much more diverse. 

The temptation to turn schools into Sessions to look at problems of young
coaching colleges had in the past been 
strong, and the report's thrust towards Tbe Educallon Faculty Is boldlng a fessor Peter Musgrave. dust rial Training Commission of 
self-development rather than subject· series of four lectures in July and The first lecture, "Youth Today: a Victoria. 
based study was probably a timely solu August to mark International Youth General Picture", will be given on July The Minister for Science and 
tion to the present situation in Victoria, Year. 17 by Associate Prolessor Millicent Technology. Mr Barry Jones, will give 
he said. The lectures will look at the problems Poole, an educational psychologist from the final lecture on August 7. He will 

"Its basic goal is self~development and possibilities for young people in the Macquarie University and author of a speak on "Youth and the Future". 
and trying to avoid the failure next 10 to IS years. recently published survey, Youth Expec Professor Musgrave said schools and 
syndrome. To ensure relevance to the target au lations and Transitions. tertiary institutions had been invited toc "Students will have spent productive dience each session will be chaired by an The Dean of Education, Professor the lectures which would be open to the 

years following courses they've been in under-2S graduate student from the Peter Fensham, will speak on " Post public. 

terested in so they will feel they have faculty . Compulsory Schooling" in the second A question time will be held at the end 

succeeded somehow. and the idea of " What we are trying to do is to en lecture on July 24. of each session. 

failure will disappear from their courage people into thinking that there The third lecture on July 31, "Work, The first three lectures will be held in 
vocabulary and understanding. are alternatives to the present system," Education and Youth", will be given by Rotunda Theatre 4 at 8p.rn . and the last 

"Perhaps the report couldn' t be more said the organiser of the lectures, Pro- Mr John Limbrick, president of the In- in RI at 8p.m. 

Re-enactment of music at Government House 

Delegates to the Ninth National Conference of the Musicological Society Delegates will also attend a reception Music and were collected over a number 

at the Gryphon Gallery where an exhibi of years by Reader, Dr Margaret Karof Australia will enjoy a special sesquicentennial concert at Government 
tion of musical instruments from In tomi and graduate students during field House featuring music played there 100 years ago. 
donesia is being presented by the In research in Indonesia. 

University of Hawaii, are being brought donesian Arts Society and the Monash The conference, to be held in the 
Department of Music at Monash from to Australia by ANZAAS and MSA and Department of Music from August 6 Performances will be given at the ex

will present papers at both conferences. to 30. hibition by the Indonesian Arts Society August 23-26, has been timed to 
immediately precede the ANZAAS at the opening on August 7, for theInstruments on display will come 
Festival of Science. MSA conference on August 23 , and forThe MSA conference will have three from Java and Bali as well as lesser

The concert wiJI parallel sessions of main themes: comparative methods of known areas, and will include some ANZAAS on August 29. 
papers on the history of Australian - musical analysis, preservation and con from pre-Hindu period, the Hindu 
especially Victorian - music. servation of the traditional musics of the period and the Muslim era. The latter in Inquiries should be directed to Dr 

Visiting musicologists from overseas, Asian area, and preservation and con clude the plucked lute and frame drums Margaret Kartomi. national MSA presi
including Professor Jean-Jacques Nat servation of Australian music, with of various sorts. dent or Dr Carol Williams, secretary, or 
tiez of the University of Montreal and special reference to Victoria in its sesqui the department of Music on ext. 3238 
Professor Ricardo Trimillos of the centennial year. Most are owned by the Department of and 3224. 

Failedl The m.gn~icent Palmer.Jentz·Kendall entry of page , becomes a heap of broken grams. was the tightest of the successfut bridges. The prize for the most Ingenious bridge 
spaghetti. h could not take the '~.m combined weight of the articulated roadway and deSign. selected by consuhing engineer, Mr Mihon Johnson, was won by Andrew Weir. 
trolley. The spaghetti bridge compet~ion, the first In Australia, was won by the tearn of Jobey Yammouni and Paul Mar1an. The compet~ion organiser, Professor Noel Murray of 
Robert Thrum. Andrew Stevenson and Warwick Steele. Their entry, weighing in at 22.9 Civil Engineering, is pictured above right. Photos: Tony Miller. 
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KUDA, KUDA 

As part of the festival, the Department of Indo· 

nesian and Malay last month presented Kuda·Kuda 
(Packhorses) - an Indonesian play by a talented 
young poet and dramatist, Noorca Marendra 
Massardi. 

This unconventional play concerns the ultimately 
unsuccessful efforts of three working class Indo
nesians to change their desperate and poverty· 
stricken lot. 

In surreal style, the trio of a pedicab driver. 
domestic maid and a Moslem religious tract seller, 
decide to petition Fate. 

On their way to Fate's office, they come across 
characters from the traditional shadow theatre, are hit 
by a meteor and contract extra·terrestrial diseases. 

The play was performed by students and staff of the 
Indonesian and Malay department, with most of the 
players being drawn from third year level. 

Virtually all five performances were sold out - due 
in large measure to the considerable interest from the 
Indonesian community and secondary schools in Mel· 
bourne. 

Packhorses was the third production undertaken by 
the department and was directed by Paul Monaghan. 

The play was made possible by the generous 
financial assistance of the Vera Moore Fund and the 
loan of an Indonesian pedicab (becak) from Rahayu 
Trading Co. 

The unpublished script was obtained through the 
Manuscript Bank at the Jakarta Arts Centre - a 
source the department hopes to continue to tap in 
future years. 

• Above: Pedicab driver Sato (Anfta Roberts) challenges 
bookseller Tarji (Bronwyn Gately) while domestic servant 
Sanah (Dewi Mulia) looks on. Below: Brian Chan as 
Gatotkaca, a character from the Wayang (shadow puppet 
theatre). Photos: Tony Miller. 

During the annual Festival of Theatre, the campus c, 
with seasons of popular plays In the Alexander and U, 
poetry and play readings and fringe events. . 

The program for the remllinder of this month Includ. 
drama being staged by the Student Theatre Coml1litte 
Department under Peter Fitzpatrick's direction), and a , 
party night on July 22, to which everyone Is Invited. 

Inquiries should be directed to the festlvalco-ordlnate 
the Union, on ext, 31 DB. 

You were unlucky if you missed the Aus! n p 
premiere of Stephen Sondheim's first full·length al 
stage musical, Anyone Can Whistle, which was 
presented at the Alex from June 14-22 by MUMCO h; 
(Monash University Musical Theatrical Company). F 

This ambitious and sometimes controversial T 

• Above: The "chorus" in action, clockwise from front left: Grant 
Wild, Below: The entire cast of Anyone can Whistle including (fran 
Gaffney. second from right; choral director, Tim Smith, second frail 

Dalton is at left in the back row. 
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- - - --- - - - --- ------ ---

OF THEATRE '85 

- - ------- --- --- - - . 

comes alive with dramatic acllvltl•• of all kind., 
theatres, guest performances, workshops, 

iKIes Once a Calhollc (see right), Riles, a feminist 
Ittea, The Caucasian Chalk Circle (by the English 
• number of one-off eventa like the Kaberel Kaper 

ator, Sue Thomson, at the Student Theelre office In 

prot!: Ion opened on Broadway in the mid-l960s 
and has even more relevance today. 

The MUMCO version, directed by Ros McKenzie, 
had some familiar faces among the cast including 
Fiona Robertson, Monica Keightley and Peter 
Thompson. 

, , 

~/ 
ant Haffenden, Peter Vadiveloo, Guy Youngman and Andrew 
ront row) director Ras McKenzie. right; assistant director, Aoz 
rom left; and rehearsal pianist, Jane Critchley, fourth from left. 

Inee A (Jal",lie

In August of 1977, Mary 0'Malley's Once a Catholic stance", and John Howe as Derek, a tough teddy 

premiered in london. Described by the playwright as boy. 
an epitaph to the 'fifties, to the Irish living in England It is set against a background 01 cult heroes like 
at the time of her youth and to Catholicism as taught Elvis, and the emergence of rock'n'roll and the birth 
before the Second Vatican Council, this comedy of television. 
explores the influence of the Catholic Church at a Rod Charls, a Murrumbeena school teacher who 
time of great social change. did his B.A. and Dip.Ed. at Monash, has been 

The Festival of Theatre version, being presented at appointed as professional director. 
the Alex by the Monash Players until July 6, stars He has been involved in theatre in all of its aspects 
Jenny Whelan as Mary Mooney, "a likely bit of since he was 15, and was very active in the campus 
crumpet who finds herself a sorry victim of circum- theatrical scene . 
• Jenny Whelan (Mary Mooney) is pictured below, centre, with Sarah Sergen (Mary Gallagher), left, and Beth Klein (Mary 
McGinty). Other cast members include Warwick Dubar (Father Mullarky). Sarah Vincent (Mother Peter). Angela Higgins 
(Mother Thomas Aquinas) and Maryanne Stracke (Mother 8asil). Photo: Richard Crompton .. 
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HALLS OF 

RESIDENCE 


Home sweet home 

to 900 students 


Tbe Monasb balls of residence are an integral part of the University's 
north-eastem skyline. 

Together they house more than 900 students. 

• Above: Looking west from the 12th floor of the high-rise Howitt Hall, over Farrer, 
Richardson and Roberts halls. Below left: The front entrance of Deakin Hall and right, Its 
covered walkway. Photos: Richard Crompton. 

The five halls have been built pro
gressively since 1962 when Deakin open
ed with 143 undergraduate places. 

Farrer followed in 1965 with 186 
places. Howitt in 1966 with 183, Roberts 
in 1971 with 174 places and Richardson 
in 1973 with ISO. 

At the University's inception it was 
decided not to have denominational col
leges on the pattern of many older 
universities. 

The manager of the halls for the past 
18 years. Mr Ken Ward. said each hall 
was almost equally mixed in regard to 
sex, ethnic background, academic 
discipline and year of course. 

Thirty-eight per cent of residents are 
overseas students with another 40 per 
cent coming from country areas. 

"It's a very supportive environment 
for students, with academic assistance 
always available," Mr. Ward said. 

Each hall is supervised by a warden 
and deputy warden, posts advertised 
within the university community. 

A senior tutor is responsible for main
taining the academic program and tutor 
positions are generally filled by 
postgraduate students. 

Mr Ward said each hall had its own 
identity with different social and 
cultural activities reflecting the differing 
personalities of their wardens. 

"But there is no individual ethos~ 
such as the religious or disciplinary ones 
found in older university colleges." 

Mr Ward said the halls had a cen
tralised catering service with a system of 
cash payment for meals unique in 
Australia. 

"Students don't have to decide in ad
vance whether they will be in for meals 
or not; they can come in and buy what 
they want." 

The meals are heavily subsidised from 
accommodation fees. 

A complex of 31 flats situated in the 
Wellington Road/ Blackburn Road cor
ner of the campus was opened in 1916. 

There are three flats with two single 
bedrooms, six with three, 16 with four 
and six with five. 

They are available to students at the 
level of second year and above. 

Off-campus Mannix Col/ege in 
Wellington Rd has 220 undergraduate 
places. It was opened in 1969. 

Libraries develop at astonishing rate 

Australian libraries had developed at an astonishIng rate in tbe past 50 Presenting Mr Bryan for his degree, "In the near futuie this network will 

years, the Director-General of tbe National Library of Australia, Mr the Dean of Arts, Professor Job. Legge. allow library users to tap into a com
Harrison Bryan, told Arts graduates at Monash. said he was not only Australia's senior puter terminal and call up the biblio

Progress had not been uniformly library had been in 1941 as an library administrator but a major graphie details and location of any book 
rapid or sustained and libraries were undergraduate at Queensland Uni historian of Australian librarianship. held in Australian libraries." 
concerned at the inability of funding versity. yet that library would be con "His contribution to Australian 
bodies to keep pace with the escalating sidered totally inadequate today. scholarship through the collection and Professor Legge said the conferment 
costs of staff and stock. he said. "In 1949 when I joined the staff at provision of library materials has been of the degree celebrated Mr Bryan's 

"Nevertheless the overall achievement Queensland. the library had existed for achieved by his enthusiastic and deter achievements as librarian, administrator 
is undeniably substantial." 40 years. mined improvement of library collec and writer. 

Mr Bryan. who was awarded an "It had accumulated just 96.000 tions, his leadership in the development 
honorary Doctorate of Law degree at books and had a sraff of seven. of co-operative sharing of resources "But above all, we honor a man 
the recent ceremony I said that SO years "In 1983, when Monash was still just and, above all, through the success of whose vision of libraries has enriched 
ago schools were generally without over 20 years old. its bookstock already the Australian Bibliographic Network, a the research resources of this country 
libraries. totalled 1.165.000 volumes and its staff shared computer-based cataloguing and has made those resources so much 

His first experience of a Ureal" numbered 176." system. more available to all who seek them." 
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BOO 
Women disadvantaged, so Marion turned male 


Post-graduate history student, Mimi Colligan says she "tripped over" the story of 
Marion "Bill" Edwards several years ago while researching in the Weekly Times for 
her PhD thesis 00 waxworks and cycloramas. 

Mimi, who among other things, is involved in writing women's biographies (she 
contributed two chapters to the recently published Double Time), thought Marion a 
fascinating subject, but says she put the references in the "do later" basket and tried 
to get on with her thesis. 

James McCaugbey, director of the Playbox. heard of Mimi's knowledge of 
waxworks and cycloramas and engaged her as historical consultant. 

For the last month, most of her spare time has been devoted to checking 
newspapers, directories, electoral rolls and births, deaths and marriages to verify 
Marion's life as described in the sensational autobiography, The Life of Marion 
"Bill" Edwards, Melbourne (1907). 

The result is a new play, In Male Attire, which is now being performed at 
St Martins Theatre, St Martins Lane, South Yarra. 

biography: "A strange yearning, a year
ning that I cannot account for, nor have 
I tried, came over me that I would like to 
earn my living as a man." 

From that day onward, and to all out
ward appearances, she was a man. 

Marion Edwards was born in Wales, 
to a couple who emigrated from U.K. 
when she was four years old. 

Her parents died within six months of 
arriving in Australia and she was raised 
by relatives who lived in north-east 
Victoria. 

Her li!e was spent in male strongholds 
of working class Australia; with 
shearers, gamblers, racing types, sports
men, wood choppers and pub-owners. 

She even spent a week as a sharp 
shooter at the Fitzroy Cyclorama and 
appeared live at the Melbourne Wax
Works in Bourke Street. 

She "married" a -widow 16 years 
older than herself, and confessed that 
"even she did not know my true gender; 
and how I kept my secret will go with me 
to my grave." 

Throughout her life, she seems to 
. have been regarded by both men and 
women with admiration, respect and 
sometimes love. 

First alerted to the existence of this 
fascinating character in the 1984 
Australian Women's Diary, James Mc
Caughey, with writer Julianne O'Brien 
and actors Susie Fraser, Drusilla Hendry 
and Jillian Murray have devised a per
formance giving full rein to the pictures
que, unique and historical aspects of this 
remarkable woman. 

Mimi Colligan. 

Roberts' work crucial to 

Australian School 


Tom Roberts' work was held to be crucial for the development of ao 
Australian school of painting by all involved in its creation, said Helen 
Topliss, author of Tom Roberts and the Beginnings of an Australian 

• Marion Edwards 

In 1905, Bill Edwards was caught in 
the har of the Studley Arms Hotel, Coll
ingwood and was wrongfully accused of 
attempted burglary. 

His trial attracted much attention. 
especially from young women who, in 
their eagerness to catch a glimpse of 
him, crowded the e:ntry to the court, sent 
him large bunches of flowers, bottles of 
scent, lollies and offers of money. 

This would not be so remarkable if 
the central character "Bill" had not, in 
fact, been a woman. 

Marion "Bill" Edwards had, from 
the age of 19, "realised the many disad
vantages a woman had compared to the 
opposite sex" . 

She adds, in her ghost-written 

Invitation from Open Door 

The editors of Open Door Poetry 

Journal, which is publisbed at Monash 
with the support of Clubs and Societies, 
are calling for submissions for a special 
feature in the next issue. 
on extended poetry. 

Submissions for this section will be 
accepted up until July 20. 

They should be addressed to Open 
Door Poetry Journal, c/- Union 
Building. 

The poems below are reproduced 
from the most recent Open Door, No.6, 
which contained a section on poetry in 
translation. 

The journal's organisers also conduct 
workshops on the second Wednesday 
each month in the conference room of 
the Union at Monash, beginning at 
7.30p.m. 

For further information contact Ivan 
Cole, co-editor. on ext. 3937. 

WAITING FOR LlAMNIOLIN LESSON 

The violin in the black case lined 
with green velvet bears the shape of 
a woman, a lovely brown woman 
with clefts in her thighs for sound 
to escape the woolly grey cat sits 
on the waste bin it plays a cruel 
song of sport and a meal song 
the meal of the large bird with 
beady eyes and thick brown beak 
a feather and fur song a beak and 
claw song the cat draws its bow 
over the strings of instinct and 
cunning and cat generations 
the woman sighs thru' her clefts 
the violin plays mellowly 
the large bird flies from its tree 
a small girl I loved gently tugs 
and strums my memory as I 
tumble into the soft brown 
symphony of the earth 

Mal Morgan 

WHEN MOTHER BURNS INCENSE 
When mother burns incense and chants Agio 0 Theos, 

Agio ischyros, she sends up such billows of thick, 

black smoke that one tends to suspect her of abominations. 

When she enters an inhabited room waving her 

saucer of incense about, the room's occupants rush 

out choking and verbally abusing her. She turns a 

deaf ear and continues chanting and smoking out the house. 

At Easter, mother sticks fresh bay leaves in all the keyholes. 


Georgia Lambrogiotas 

School. 
"Conder, the most gifted artist of the 

period, acknowledged Roberts' impor
tance as an instigator when he wrote him 
from Paris in 1890: ... "if there is any 
distinct school in Melbourne ... it's 
entirely due to you." 

Ms Topliss, a former staff member of 
the Department of Visual Arts, gave the 
inaugural Tom Roberts Lecture at 
Roberts Hall late last month. 

She said a distinct movement in pain
ting was formed in 1885 on Roberts' 
return from his studies in London. 

Under his leadership a group of artists 
formed camps in the suburban bush 
where they painted the landscape in a 
sketchy and more immediate manner 
than had been the custom. 

"In the city, Roberts was involved in 
improving the status of artists by refor
ming the Australian Artists' Society and 
by turning his studio at Grosvenor 
Chambers into a meeting place for ar
tists, musicians and patrons. 

"The impressions Roberts brought 
back with him from London influenced 
local artists and led to the 9 x 5 Exhibi
tion of Impressions held ·in 1889 - an 
exhibition which attracted a great deal 
of interest and controversy as it was the 
first time the public was exposed to what 
then seemed unfinished works of arts," 
Ms Topliss said. 

Roberts' studies in Europe had been 
crucial for the development and forma
tion of an indigenous Qlovement and he 
had provided a direct link with and 
influences such as Whistler, Bastien 
Lepage, and the idea of painting out
doors, known as en plein air. 

The national movement for which he 
acted as a catalyst had started off in the 
painting of landscapes in the suburban 
bush and once this had been achieved, 
the artists placed figures in the 
landscapes. 

"Last of all came the heroicising of 
the landscape by placing representative 
figures in it such as shearers, drovers or 
outlaws - all of them subjects painted 
by Roberts," she said. 

"The movement also had a self
conciously aesthetic quality as seen in 
the 9 x 5 Exhibition and this element was 
crucial to the artists' social profile. 

"Roberts' latest painting could be 
seen by patrons on studio Wednesdays 
- all this was part of a campaign to give 
the artist a public face and elevate the 
status of art," she said. 

The lecture was followed by supper in 
the Common Room, where a mural 
executed by 1984 residents of the hall 
was opened by the chairman of Visual 
Arts, Professor Margaret Plant. 

Lunchtime 

reading 


Poet Fay Zwicky will read from her 
works at Monash on July 16 as part of 
the continuing series of lunchtime 
readings sponsored by the Department 
of English and the Literature Board of 
the Australia Council. 

Zwicky, who is based at the Uni
versity of West~rn Australia, is presently 
writer-in-residence at La Trobe 
University. 

Her published works include two 
books of poems, Isaac Babel's Fiddle 
and Kaddish and Other Poems, a book 
of short stories titled Hostages, and two 
anthologies, Journeys and Quarry, of 
which she waS editor. 

The reading begins at 1.10 p.m. in 
R3. 

The series also receives financial 
assistance from the Vera Moore Fund. 
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'Schools cost more than universities' 

F... for tertiary student. and the further pruning of university r_arch 

funding ere among I..ue. that have been canvaaaed by the Federsl Govern
mant recently. But a comparative analysis shows that the universities are 
already lagging behind the aehools. The chairman of Monash's chemleel 
engineering department, Profeaaor Owen Potter, has found that the univer
sities are not lhe expensive elitist Institutions they have been painted. 

Government secondary school 
students in Years 10 to 12 cost more 
not less - to teach than university 
students. 

And secondary school students enjoy 
a far higher staff-student ratio than 
university students. 

These are the results of a comparison 
undertaken by the chairman of the 
chemical engineering department, Pro
fessor Owen Potter. 

Based on Monash University costs, 
the average university student costs 
S3600 a year to teach. 

Professor Pouer calculated that a 
senior student in a government secon
dary school cost S5256. 

And while Australian universities 
have an average staff-student ratio of 78 
teachers per 1000 students, government 
secondary schools have a target ratio of 
97 teachers per l(XX) students. 

In fact, secondary schools equalled 
the university staff-student ratio in 
1978-79. 

Professor Potter said the student cost 
comparison had not been easy to make. 

"On the university side the figures are 
easily accessible, whereas for govern
ment schools the reverse is true. H 

He said the target figure for govern
ment school students, set out in Funding 
Policies Jor Australian Schools publish
ed by the Schools Commission in April, 
1984, was 53564. 

But this figure did not include un
disclosed superannuation commitments. 
the extra cost of senior students and 
other items such as the cost of the State 
and Federal Education departments 

. themselves. 
"This yields a final figure of 55256 

excluding capital charges and I suspect 
this to be an underestimate. U 

Professor Potter said he had excluded 
30 percent - the accepted research com
ponent in an academic's workload 
from his estimate of university costs so 
that it reflected only the teaching 
function. 

He also excluded the costs for the 
Faculties of Medicine and Engineering 
because of their expensive nature in rela
tion to teaching. 

"Although I later realised the 
Medicine and Engineering components 
do not make all that much difference 
beeause of the small number of students 
involved. " 

Professor Potter said his figures were 
"working figures" and he did not claim 
they were uperfectly accurate". 

He called on the Universities and 
Schools Commissions to jointly work on 
"impeccable" figures. 

uConsidering that universities pro
vide a full range of courses across the 
disciplines up to the highest levels and 
maintain strong research programs to 
underpin the nation's progress. one 
might express the opinion that a cost per 
university student two to three times 
that of secondary school students would 
be about right. 

HBUl what is the actual situation?" 
"The position revealed is that the 

Schools Commission has scored a KO of 
the Universities Commission. 

"Instead of university students 
costing more, the teaching function of 
the university has been asked to proceed 
with substantially fewer resources than 
those provided for senior . secondary 
students. 
MONASH REPORTER 

"Is this the Australian death-wish?" 
Professor Potter said Australian 

universities had actually lost 12 staff per 
1000 students. or 1 in 7.S staff members, 
since 1956. 

"The target figure for government 
secondary schools has been approved by 
Mr Hawke's government and is 97 
teachers per 1000 students. 

"This is compared with 78 in the 
universities and 66 for secondary 
schools in Canada, France. Germany 
and the Netherlands, averaged. 

"It would not be unreasonable to in
sist that the government secondary 
schools should be able to function at the 
figure of 66 per 1000 students, the same 
as the foreign nations average." 

On tertiary fees, Professor Potter said 
many university teachers felt re
introduction would be good for student 
motivation. 

"But theY'would oppose the hasty and 
i1i-considered introduction of fees prior 
to the substantial tax cuts which could 
make fees feasible." 

Professor Potter said fees for tertiary 
institutions could not be discussed 
without also discussing fees for all 
secondary schools. 

Vet appointed for animal ethics 

Veterinarian Anne Jackson, a Pb_D_ candidate and a senior tutor In 

Anatomy, bas been appointed ex""ulive officer to the Standing Committee 
on Etbics in Animal Experimentation at Monasb_ 

This half-time position has just been 
created in r ..ponse to amended NH & 
MRC guidelines outlined in the Code of 
practice for the care and use of animals 
for experimental purposes. 

Dr Jackson, who says she is willing to 
respond to any queries about issues 
relating to animal experimentation at 
the University. stresses that all research 
at Monash involving animals is done 
strictly in accordance with the code. 

She says her job is to accept submis
sions from researchers proposing animal 
experimentation, and to investigate 
them before they are passed on to the 
committee. 

It also involves overseeing the condi
tions of animals in the holding centres 
and under experimentation, and extends 

A colloquium on the tIleme of tile 
France-Victoria Connection was b.ld at 
Mon'" la.t month. 

Convened jointly by Dr Dennis 
Davison of the Department of English, 
and Dr Colin Nettelbeek, of the Depart
ment of French. the meeting was attend
ed by about 60 delegates who heard 
papers on a range of topics. including 
literature, music, the arts, book-trade 
history. science, technology and busi
ness. 

The event was officially recogoised as 
part of Victoria's ISOth Anniversary 
celebrations, and was attended by the 
French Consul-General, M. Bernard 
Ledun. 

It was marked by the launching of a 
new periodical, Explorations, edited 
by Associate Professor Wallace Kirsop, 
and by the formation of an association 
whose aims are to encourage and 
facilitate study of various aspects of the 
French presence in Victoria and 
Australia. 

* * * 10 

"This is a matter of equity in the 
community. 

.. A parent in the highest tax bracket, 
with a child in years 1(}'12 at a govern
ment school, is receiving free services 
which would require an addition to 
salary of at least 512,000 a year if the 
services had to be paid for and taxes 
met. " 

Discussing chaUenges to the "need" 
for research, Professor Potter said the 
response was obvious. 

.. A high proportion of the scientific 
and engineering information used in in
dustry was generated in the universities. 

"Australian industry has a small 
research commitment and if Senator 
Button's laudable plan to strengthen in
dustrial research - by a ISO per cent tax 
write-off-succeeds in its aim. there will 
be an increasing demand for skilled 
researchers. 

"Throughout the world the normal 
training ground of such persons is the 
universities, and in the economies 
Senator Button would wish Australia to 
emulate. the Ph.D is supreme." 

Professor Potter said that in 1982 the 
USA committed USS60,OOO million to 
research and development in the in
dustrial area, one-third from govern
ment funds. 

It was estimated that in 1984 US 
universities would receive US$7800 
million for industrial research. 

"Allowing for population dif

to all such facilities on campus and at af
filiated hospitals. 

Dr Jackson, who gained her 
veterinary degree at Cambridge, spent 
several years in general practice. 

For the past three years, she has been 
doing her Ph.D in Medicine at Monash 
under the supervision of Professor Eric 
Glasaow, and her thesis, Ultrastructural 
immunoperoxidase staining ·0/ antigens 
associated with the kidney, has now 
been submitted. 

She migrated to Australia in 1982 
when her husband. Michael, a 
radiotherapist, was appointed to the 
Peter MacCallum Clinic. 

Dr Jackson can be contacted on ext. 
3037, or messages can be left on ext. 
3011. 

The secoad part of the 1985 History 
and PhDosopby of ScIence lecture ...... 
at Mannix Col .... wUl begla on July 16_ 

The lectures are held at 8.15p.m. on 
Tuesdays in the Senior Common Room 
on the first floor of the college's ad
ministration building in Wellington 
Road. 

Visitors will be warmly welcomed and 
refreshments are served in the Senior 
Common Room afterwards. 

July 16: A Wonderful Journey 
tbro.,b Skull aad Brains: tb. Travel. of 
Mr Gag.'s Tamplag Iron. 

Mr Malcolm Macmillan, senior lec
turer, department of Psychology, 
Monash. 

July 23: How Proofs Began. 
Dr Jim Mackenzie, lecturer. Higher 

Education and Advisory and Research 
Unit. 

July 30: A History of Medicine-Part 
I - From Magic to tbe Dark Age•• 

August 6: A History of Medicine 
Part II - From the Dark Ages to lhe 
Presenl Day. 

Dr Wilfrid Brook, senior lecturer, 
dep~ment of Anatomy, Monash. 

• 
ferences. the Australian univerSltles 
should be spending some AS700 million 
in this category. 

"Senator Button, indeed all of us, 
wish to see enhanced industrial 
research," he said. 

"$700 million is what the universities 
need to support enhanced industrial 
research in the US pattern. 

"Our national problem is that 
Australian industry should be spending 
some 55300 million instead of the cur
rent figure of about S200 million. 

"To maintain the comparison with 
the USA, the Government should pro
vide 51700 million to support industrial 
research. 

"Nationally we need to make a 
greater investment in the future." 

• Anne Jackson 

BRIEFS 

Applkatloas are belne accepted by 

tilt FJwyn Morey Cllild Study Centre for 
pl.c.s In lb. Moa••b Ualverslly 
Klntle'1luten for 1986. 

Applications for children born before 
I July, 1982 close on 12 July, 1985. 

A special program will be run for 
children with language disabilities and 
applications for these places arc invited 
as well. 

Application forms from Joanne 
Green, ext. 2821. 

Enquiries to Gracie Scala, ext. 2887. 

*Aa exhibition of scores of fine PoUsb * * 
music can be· seen In the MaiD Library 
from July 7. 

The display is on loan from the Polish 
Cultural Association or New South 
Wales, and is part of a selection of more 
thll!l 300 scores acquired in Poland and 
despatched to Australia to facilitate the 
availability and appreciation of Polish 
music in this country. 
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Tribute to Alan Scott 
Tbe Monasb Unl .....ity arcbllecl, Ihe sienal skiHs. amongst visiting professors from home 

late Alan Scott, bad tbe unusual ability "ln preparing plans for laboratories and abroad. 
10 blend scientific knowledge and of various kinds he first had to unders "His plan for the Japanese Studies 
creati•• deslln. tand what the researchers were Centre, in what he called sympathetic 

He had been not only an accomplish endeavouring to accomplish before he Japanese design, is notable for its 
ed architect but a talented musician and put pencil to paper. beautiful simplicity. tI 
sailor. said the Finance Development "His last major architectural achieve Mr Browne said. visiting celebrities 
Officer, Mr John Browne, at Scott's ment was the computer terminal had also praised Mr Scott's artists' 
funeral in the Religious Centre last laboratory, designed to house 400 more rooms at Robert Blackwood Hall as 
month. keyboards, so that our students might "unmatched" in the world . 

He had played the recorder with the have greater access to the computers. He said SCOll had also been a highly 
University 's baroque music group. "This job ran exactly to the schedule active trailer sailorman, who had written 
Wednesday Consort, which played at which Alan had planned and was com and illustrated many articles on his 
the service. pleted within budget - a great achieve sport. 

Mr Browne said the major buildings ment in tbese days of rising costs. Mr SCOll, 63, died in June after an 
of Mr Scott's 2O-year career at Monash "His building for the Krongold Cen eight-month illness. He leaves two 
- the Krongold Cenlre, Ihe Japanese tre for Exceptional Children has evoked children, Clare and Michael. • The late Alan ScottStudies Centre and the swimming pool laudatory comments for its unique 

- bore witness to his and aroused a deal of Book for Spain
leading Internallonal sociologist Bookings are now open for Ibe 1986 U3AM in action 

language, Professor Joshua Fisbman, study lour of Spain, Ihe tblrd such trip Looking for courses in solar energy, 
1985 Visiting Professor 10 .11:b~e,.:~~::'::1 organised by Monasb and tbe University . psychology, heterodox sculpture orCentre for Mlgranl and 1 of Auckland. wines and wineries? Studies. The $2650 cost includes return air You can take your pick from this 

Professor Fishman, ~:,s:i~~~~~~~.~1 fares, four weeks' accommodation in range and many more including antiResearch Professor at Yeshiva Madrid and an intensive language ques, public speaking, languages andty in New York and general course, charter flight to London with crafts through the University of theInternational Journal of S""iol,ogy two nights' accommodation, and one Third Age at Monash (U3AM). Language, has pioneered the day excursions. The only catch is that you need to language maintenance in the The tour has been accredited and have free time during the day, forStates. students can now enrol in it as a four U3AM is designed specifically for acHe is giving a series of lectures durin~ I point departure iscourse. The date tive, retired people although youngerhis one-month visit, and the next, January 6, and return can be made up to members arc accepted. The ethnic revival 0/ the mid-60s one year later. Launched in February by the Vicemid-70s: successes and fai/ures, will Inquiries and bookings to Sally Chancellor, Professor Marti., and with presented on Monday, July 8 Harvey. Department of Spanish, a current membership of almost 400,7.30 in R6 ext. 2262. U3AM is one of three such groups form
ed recently in the Melbournt metro
politan area. 

They are based on a conctpt which JULY DIARY 
began in France 12 years ago, to form 

The events listed below are open to the Squatters: Socia-Economic change 14: A MASTERFUL GUITAR DUO  self-help informal learning groups forpublic. "RBH" throughout stands for in the Kinta Valley, Malaysia, "The Name". ALEX. THEATRE. 
Robert Blackwood Hall. There is a BASS between the wars". by Dr Loh Kok active retired people - people in the Admission: $12 & SIO. 5.30 p.m. 
ticketing outlet on campus at the Alex Wah, University Sains Malaysia. Bookings 543 225S. Third Age of their lives. 

ander Theatre . JULY 25: "Cross Cultural Contacts 
 14: SU N DA Y AFTER N DDN U3AM was established with the help 
3: JAPANESE STUDIES SEMINAR between Australians and CONCERT - "The InternatiQnal of the Centre for Continuing Education - " Competition. Policy and Market Indonesians: A Methodological Year of the Youth". Australian

Structure Regulations: An Approach". by Dr Jenny and the first courses began in mid-April. Boys' Choir. Violin solos by pupils 
Australian-Japanese Comparison", Noesjirwan. All seminars ILlS a.m. Most are held at Normanby House from Brian Blake Music School.
by Prof. Ryozo Kato. Nanzan Room S IS , Menzies BuUdlng. Piano solos by pupils of the Gerry and the co-ordinator. Iris Duncan, can, 
University. Visiting Professor, Law Admission free . Inquiries: ext. 2197. Bam Junior Music Academy. RBH. be contacted on 541 2048.Faculty. 7.30 p.m. Japanese Studies JULY 25: " There is something I Admission free. 2.30 p.m. 
Centre Ubrary. Inquiries: ext. 2260. don't Know ... A Discussion of the II: LUNCHTIME CONCERT - A

Cross-Cultural Experience" . by Dr SCHOLARSHIPS3: ENVIRDNMENTAL SCIENCE program of Jazz featuring the Tony 
Jenny Noesjirwan. 8 p.m. LectureFORUMS - "People and Environ Gould Jazz Quartet. RBH. Applications are now open for one of 

ment in Victoria 1834-1984". by Theatre R3. Admission free. Admission free. LIS p.m. the most importanl and widely recognis
Tony Dingle, Economic History, Inquiries: ext. 2191. IS: CONCERT - "Changes in ed scbolarshlps a.ailable 10 AuslralianMonash University. JULY 10: 4: ABORIGINAL STUDIES Concert". pres. by Lots Wife.
"Community/ Government co LECTURES - "Urban Aborigines stodenls for o.....as sludy - IheALEX. THEATRE. Admission: 
operation for Conservation with & Relationship to the Land", by Eve adults $8, students $6. Bookings: Rhodes. 
Agriculture". by Graeme David. FesJ. JULY 11: "Land, Ownership Lots Wife 8 p.m. ext. 3189. Monash. They must be on the prescribed fonn 
Dept. of Planning and Environment. and Sacred Sites", by Mr Noel 16: M 0 N ASH U N I V E R SIT Y 
JULY 17: "Processes of Bureau Wallace. JULY 18: "Land Rights which is available from the office of the

PARENTS GROUP - Morning
cratic Change", by Annie Austin, The Community" , by Geoff Clarke. Registrar. Mr Jim Butchart (ext. 2(08). coffee. Display and talk by Mrs 

Victorian Dept. of Management and JULY 2S: "Land Rights - The Susie Pender, designer and maker of 

Budget. JULY 24: "An Environ State". by Mr Graham Ernst. All costume jewellery. Ticket secretary 
mental Perspective: A Union View lectures I p.m.-2 p.m., Lecture * * * - Mrs D. Farr, 232 S146. 1.15 p.m. Sir Robert Menzies Memorial Scho ..rshlps
point". by Malcolm Graham, Theatre R6. Admission free. RBH. i. Law and Medicine are available to
Federal President. Pulp and Paper Inquiries: ext. 3348. 20: SATURDAY CLUB - "Paper Induatn .Dder 36 yean of aae and le.able. Workers Federation. JULY 31: 4: RELIGIOUS CENTRE - Bag". (Red Series) S-8 yr olds. for up to two years at Oxford, Cambridge, "Environmental Education: Why Harpsichord Recital. by Judith ALEX THEATRE. Admission: SI. Andrews or Edinburgh.More than the Bush" , by Brian Lambden. JULY 11: Organ Recital. adults $7, child $1.10. 2.30 p.m.
O'Neill, Research and Development by Merrowyn Deacon. JULY 18: Bookings: 543 2255 . Benefits include monthly living allowance 
Section, Education Dept. Environ Music for Recorder and Harpsi for scholars and dependants, return air fares. .20: CULTURAL NIGHT - Monash 
menial Science Seminar Room. All chord, by Bruce Knox (recorder), Indian Association . ALEX. internal travel allowance, tuition, examina
forums at 5.15 p.m. Admission free. Bruce S(eele (harpsichord). JULY THEATRE, 7.30 p.m. Inquiries: tion and other fees, books and equipment 
Inquiries: ext. 3839. 25: Harpsichord Recital, by Eliza 143 2211 . allowance and other expenses. 

3: BIOETHICS LUNCHTIME beth Anderson. Admission free. 21: SUNDAY AFTERNOON Applications close in Melbourne on August 
LECfURE - "Use of Human 1.10 p.m. CONCERT - Featuring finalists of 31 and inquiries should be addressed to Clive 
Foetal Tissue : Problems and 6: SATURDAY CLUB - IIAin't it the 1985 ABC State Instrumental Vernon, Graduate Scholarships Officer, ext. Possibilities" , by Dr T. Mandel. great to be Crazy". (Blue Series) and Vocal Finals. RBH . Admission 
Principal Research Fellow Walter 8-12 yr aIds. ALEX. THEATRE. free. 2.30 p.m. 2009. 


and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Admission: adults S7. child S5.50. 22: LUNCHTIME CDNCERT 
Research . Lecture Theatre R6. 1.05 2.30 p.m. Bookings: 143 2211 Monash University Gamelan 
 MONASH REPORTER 
p.m. Admission free. Inquiries: ext. 6: SATURDAY CLUB EXTRA - Orchestra. RBH. Admission free. The publication of the n..1 Issue 3200. "Mike & Michelle Jackson". 5-8 yr 1.15 p.m. 

will be delayed until Augusl 16 to4: SPACE ASSOCIATION OF aIds. ALEX THEATRE. 28: SUN DAY AFT ERN 0 0 N 
AUSTRALIA - "Daedalus Star Admission: adults $7. child S5.50, CDNCERT - "Bach's 300th". allow for Ibe inclusion of Ibe pro
Ship Project". by John Younger. members S3.90. 11.30a.m. John O'Donnell - Organ and gram for tbe ANZAAS Festl.al of 
7 .30 p.m. Lecture Theatre R3. Bookings: 543 2255. Harpsichord. RBH. Admission free. Science.Inquiries: 699 2985. 6-7: ARTS" CRAFTS WORKSHOPS 2.30 p.m. 

The copy deadline Is Frlday,4: SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES - Sumie Painting (Andre SoUier). 29: LUNCHTIME CONCERT 
SEMINARS - "The Future of Papermaking (Pat Cotton). Lined Victorian College of the Arts August 9, and early copy Is much 
Links Between Australian and Thai Baskets (Merle Craig). Further presents a program of Jazz. Lachlan appreclaled.
Non-Government Organisations", workshops on July 13- 14 and 2()"21. Davidson (saxophone), Mario Contributions (letters, articles,by Philip BeRoun, Community Aid Full details from Arts & Crafts. Glenovese (guitars), Daryl photos) and suggestion. should beAbroad . JULY 11: "Manual Inquiries: eJ[t. 3180. 3096. Mackenzie (trombone), Rod Gear 
Laborers in Manila, 1929-1942". by 13: SATURDAY CLUB - "Star (double bass), Tony Gould (piano), addressed to Ihe editor, Usa Kelly, 
Prof. dan Doeppers, University of Magic" . (Red Series). 5-8 yr olds. special guest Alex Pertout Information Office, Unlverslly Of
Wisconsin . JULY 18: "From Tin Admission: adults S7, child S5.50. (percussion) . Admission free. rtces, or rlne ..I. 2003. Mine Coolies to Agricultural t 1.30 a.m. " 2.30 p.m. LII p.m. 
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Peggy Shaw exhibition 

Artist Peggy Perrins Shaw, wife of retired Monash historian, Emeritus Professor 

A.G.L. Shaw, is holding her annual exhibition at the Wiregrass Gallery, Eltham 
from July 21 to August 7. 

• Above: The mural created by 1984 resKJents in the Common Room al Robel'1s Hall. II 
was opened on June 19 by the chairman of the Department of Visual Arts, Professor 
Margaret Plant, following the inaugural Tom Roberts Leclure (see page 9). Below: Artist 
Clifton Pugh with his portrait of the Chancellor, Sir George Lush. 

Celebrated sculptor 

'extremely generous' 


Tbis sculpture (below) from the Fish Series by Douglas Stepben bas been 
acquired for tbe Monasb Collection tbrough funds raised by tbe Monasb 
Advisory Committee. 

Mrs Rena Martin, wife of the Vice
Chancellor, says the piece, Arelhusa, is 
one of the best in the extensive Fish 
Series, which ranges from the mid-fifties 
to the present time. 

Works by Stephen, a former English 
banker. are widely celebrated and col
lectors in Melbourne include Dame 
Elisabeth Murdoch and the McClelland 
Art Gallery. 

"He's a true English gentleman, shy 

and retiring, and happy to produce his 
very best work at his own pace," Mrs 
Martin says. 

"He wouldn't put a figure on the 
sculpture so we had to nominate a price; 
he has been extremely generous to us." 

The money was raised with functions 
like an antique fair at Chadstone shopp
ing centre. and a film night, featuring 
Tootsie, at the Alexander Theatre. The 
Vera Moore Fund also assisted. 

Mrs Shaw. who studied painting for 
three years at the National Gallery in 

• Peggy Shaw 

MONASH REPORTER 

Melbourne in a class which included 
Fred Williams, Clifton Pugh and John 
Brack, has her work represented in the 
Australian National Gallery and the 
state galleries of Victoria and Queens
land. 

Her output this year has been limited 
to 25 paintings instead of the usual 
70-odd, because she injured her right 
hand when she tripped while carrying a 
painting to her car after last year's 
exhibition, and was out of action for six 
months. 

She says natural objects are a big in
fluence on her paintings and living on 
the 16th floor of a near-city building, 
the sky and water are always there as 
inspiration. 

She is also heavily influenced by 
Turner. 

Mrs Shaw raised more than $16,000 
for the Monash Art Gallery with the 
proceeds from her exhibitions in 1983 
and 1984. 
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