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OUR GALLANT STUDENTS - OR THEIR FRIENDS

I
SOUND No. 33 carried a brief account of the incident after Monday's Council meeting, when Sir Walter

Bassett found that one of the tyres on his car had been let down.

It is now learnt that, in addition, the duco had been heavily marked and that sugar had been put in the petrol
tank. There is no doubt that a criminal offence has been committed. A full report of the damage is being obtained
but it seems certain that the repairs will be very expensive.

Sir Walter has been associated with Monash from the start, having been a member of the Interin Council
and later of the Council.     Last year the University recoghised his outstanding services to engineering\ and
engineering education by making hin a Doctor of Engineering, Honoris Causa.

That the property of such a distinguished member of the University should have been sabotaged in this way
is shameful. The gravity of the matter is increased when it is recalled that Sir Walter carries a war injury to his leg
and needs his own special car for transport. I have written to Sir Walter to express the University's regret for what
has happened and informed him that I intend to bring the matter to the attention of Council at its next meeting.

After consultation with the Chancellor I have put the matter of the damage done to the motor car in the
hands of the police.

JA.L. Matheson,
Vicechancellor.

SIMS PROFESSORSHIP: MONASH SCORES AGAIN

Professor Barry Firkin, professor of medicine in the Monach Medical School at Alfred Hospital, has been

appointed Sins Travelling Professor for 1972.

It is the second tine the honour has come to Monach. Professor Bryan Hudson, chairman of the department of
medicine at Prince Henry's Hospital, was Sins Travelling Professor for 1967.

The Professorship was endowed in 1946 by Sir Arthur Sins, a New Zealand industrialist with business
interests in New Zealand, Australia and Enctand.

The objects are the establishment of closer links between scientific workers in the Commonwealth and in
the older seats of learning and centres of research; the benefit thereby of the people of all nations; and a contribution
to Commonwealth unity.

The Professor is required to travel from the country where he or she is ordinarily resident to Great Britain,
or to Australia and New Zealand, and to  any other country of the British Commonwealth, for the purpose of
assisting in the advancement of medical science by lecturing, teaching or engaging in research. The duty is
ambassadorial as well as academic.

The appointment is made by the Council of the Royal C`ollege of Surgeons of England on the recommendation
of the Advisory Board which consists of the presidents of the Royal College of Surgeons of England (Chaiman),
Royal College of physicians of London, Royal Australasian College of Physicians, Royal Australasian C ollege of
Surgeons, Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada and College of Physicians, Surgeons and GynaecoloSsts
of South Africa.

Professor Firkin plans to apend four months in the first half of 1972 visiting Canada, the United Kingdom and
Africa, holding seminars and lecturing in haemotology.
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INTERNATIONAL HONOUR FOR MONASH

Monash has gained three of nine awards in a scholarship open to all universities in the British Commonwealth,
South Africa and the Republic of Ireland.

The scholarships are for research work in pure and applied science and are awarded each year by the Royal
Commission for the Exhibition of 1851  to mark the  1851 Great Exhibition in London.

The three Monash post-graduate students to gain the aw.ard are:   Peter Boyd, 24, and Allan Canty, 25, both
Ph.D. students in inorganic chemistry, and Rodney Bowshell, 25 , a Ph.D. student in mathematics.

Mr. Boyd and Mr. Canty intend to use the award to study at Cambridge University and Mr. Bowshell   plans to
attend the University of London.

A number of distinguished Australian scientists have held this 1851 Scholarship. They include Sir Marcus
Oliphant and the present chairman  of the CSIRO, Dr. J. Price.

It is extremely rare for a single university to be awarded three awards under the scholarship scheme.

ROBERTS HALL: ROOMS READY FOR 30

The University's new hall of residence, Roberts Hall, will receive its first  stude|its on June 6, as planned.

Initially, however, only 30 of the planned 176 residents will be accommodated. The remainder cannot be
admitted until the beginning of third ten.

The Warden of Roberts Hall (Dr. J.R. Lawry) said yesterday that the north wing of the hall was now complete.
This comprised 30 students' rooms, two tutors' rooms, common rooms, laundry, TV room and games room.
The dining room and kitchen will also be ready, but will not go into operation untfl all students are in residence.

For the whole of second term the Roberts Hall residents will take their meals in Deakin Hall.

TWO PROFESSORS LEAVING: COUNCIL'S TRIBUTE

Council this week paid tribute to two senior members of the academic staff who have resigned to take up new
appointments.

They were Professor R. Selby Smith, Dean of the Faculty of Education, and Professor B.L.C. Johnson, foundation
Professor of Geography.

In its reference to Professor Selby Smith, Council noted (in part):    .

"As a Dean he took his turn as Acting Vice{hancellor and served for more than a year in this capacity

at a time when integrity, clear thinking and wise counsel were of paramount importance in decision-making.
Council and the whole University regret his departure thougri fully understand his desire to take a leading part in
the creation of a new College of Advanced Education incorporating the State teacher education organization -
a development he has long advocated. He takes with him the gratitude of Monain and the good wishes of all for
success in his new endeavour."

Of Professor Johnson, Council noted:

"Under his guidance, the department has grown steadily in student and staff numbers, and in the

breadth and diversity both of its undergraduate teaching and of the research interests of its graduate students and
staff, which now range from glacial geomorphology and climatology, for which two field research stations have
been established in Victoria, to the political geography of South East Asia."

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer.
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