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NEW DEAL FOF} CAMPUS THEATRE?
Sweeping changes in the organisation, administration and financing of campus theatre activities are

proposed in a report submitted to Council at its meeting on Monday.
Its recommendations include the appointment of a
Director of University Theatre to assume guidance of both
the Alexander and student theatres.
The report was prepared by an ad hoe working party set
up to enquire into theatre at Monash. Council has now asked
the Vice-Chancellor to gauge the opinion of interested bodies
on its recommendations.

`COMMUNITY OF FREEDOM': V-C

New Monash students had joined a community which
regarded freedom of thoucht and expression as essential
ingredients of its lifestyle.
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor R.L. Martin, said this
while welcoming students at the start of the Orientation
Program.

The report proposes that the Director of University Theatre
should head a Theatre Services Uhit. This Unit would service
campus theatre by:

Professor Martin continued: "Each of us has a special
responsibility to ensure that these basic freedoms are
protected."
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Providing advice on such matters as the likely audience
for a production and the most suitable performance space.
Promoting theatre throuch advertising, audience surveys
and the increased involvement of students and staff in
theatre projects.

Initiating new projects such as the organisation of workshops in theatre arts.

The working party recommends that the University
should increase its current allocation for recurrent funds to
University theatre by an amount equal to half the total
operating cost of the Theatre Services Unit. (The initial
budget for this Unit is estinated to be about $24,000 on

He told students that each had varied and personal
reasons for deciding to become a university student.
"Whilst one obvious reason is to gain a degree or a

meal ticket, micht I suggest that another of Monash's
valuable assets is the unique opportunity it provides to
understand yourselves better and to develop your own
independence," he added.

WELCOME FOR NEW STAFF

1975 rates.)

In considering the University's theatre venues, the
working party's report recommends that a consultant be
engaged to study the feasibihity. of re-developing the Union
Theatre as a suitable small theatre. This would probably
mean the construction of suitable dressing room space and
a flexible stage area. The report suggests that the Union
and Alexander Theatres should be freed from use as cinemas

An informal luncheon ivin be-held in the -Vice ---Chancellor's garden on Tuesday, March 15, at I p.in. to
welcome new staff members and their wives or husbands.

The welcoming luncheon is held annually by the
Monash Women's Society. University visitors and their
partners are invited also.

(except in the case of anticipated large attendances) by the
equipping of one of the Humanities lecture theatres with
35mm film projection facilities.

Pre-school chfldren are welcome but, on this occasion,
the organisers regret that no child minding service will
be available.

A further recommendation is for the provision of a
workshop and storage area, together with an office for
the Theatre Services Unit, in any budding proposed for
the area between the Alexander Theatre and the south
extension of the Humanities building.

The organisers hope that as many society members
as possible win attend to help the committee entertain.

For further infomation contact Mrs Isabel Butchart
(25 1788) or Mrs Ruth Firkin (20 4658).

BOOKSHOP PETITION
Employees of the Monash Bookshop have expressed
concern that any future decisions regarding campus bookselling should not jeopardise their jobs.
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor R.L. Martin, told Counch
on Monday that the employees had signed a letter to this
effect which had been forwarded to him throuch the
General Staff Association.

He had discussed it with the Deputy Vice-Chancellor,
the Pro-Vice-Chancellor and the Committee of Deans and
believed it should be dealt with under the provisions
relating to petitions to Council.

Council agreed to receive the document and to take
note of its contents in future deliberations on the subject.
MATHEMATICS CHAIR
An academic with interests combining biology and

genetics with mathematics has taken up a chair of
mathematical statistics at Monash.

He is Professor Warren John Evens, 40, who was
formerly professor of biology at the University of
Pennsylvania.
Canberra-born Professor Ew.`ns graduated B.A. and
M.A. (both with first class honors) from Melbourne University and later was awarded his Ph.D. at the Australian
National University.

He taucht as a lecturer and senior lecturer and in
1967 was appointed to a chair of mathematical statistics
at La Trobe University. He was chairman of the mathematics department there from 1967 to 1970.

In 1972 he moved to the chair of biology at the
University of Pennsylvania.
During 1971 he was visiting professor in the depart-

ment of zoology, University of Texas, and in the
Mathematics Research Institute and department of
statistics, University of wisconsin.

"SUPER" AMENDMENTS
Council has approved a change in the statutes of the
Staff Superarmuation "A" Scheme to allow the appointment of an additional administrator elected by members
of the scheme from among their number.
As well the member administrator win become an
administrator of the Disability Pensions Fund.

The amendment was recommended by the superannuation administrators in their report to Council.
It brings the scheme into line with the General
Superannuation Scheme, which has a similarly-elected
member among its trustees.

Other recommended amendments to the "A" Scheme,
also approved by Council (subject to approval by the
necessary Government authorities) bring the wording of .
its statute into line with the terms of the 1976 Superannuation Act.

In particular, these make the qualifying period for a
deferred benefit, in relation to benefits transferred from
the Commonwealth Scheme, accord with the provisions
of the 1976 Act by reducing it from 20 to five years.

PRINCIPA L TUTORS
Council decided on Monday that academic staff holding
the position of senior tutor will continue to be paid according to the pre-1976 Campbell scales.

Council noted the unlikelihood of further staff being
appointed at this level and agreed that agreements with
existing staff should be honored.
The new Campbell scale reduces the salary ceiling for

principal tutors while also reducing the number of salary
steps to that ceiling from six to five.
The decision follows representations to Council by
FAUSA and the receipt late last year of a petition from
about 100 members of the academic staff.

Professor Ewens is editor or associate editor of the

journals "Genetics", "American Journal of Genetics",
``Theoretical Population Biology" and "SIAM Journal
of Applied Mathematics".
His research in the past I 5 years has been almost
exclusively in the area of mathematical genetics.

DISABILITY PENSIONS FUND
The administrators of the University's Disability
Pensions Fund have approved the statement of income
and expenditure and the balance sheet for the year
ended December 31,1976 and this was submitted to
Council on Monday.

A copy of the armual financial statement of the Fund
is now displayed on the University notice board (in the

This suggested there would be a failure to respect the
principles of natural justice if principal tutors appointed
under the old scale were not allowed to continue on the
terms applying at their time of employment.

COUNCIL CHJINGES
Vice-Chancellor Professor R.L. Martin was one of six
new members who took their place at this week's meeting
of Council.

Others are non-professorial staff representative Dr R.D.
hansbury, Dean's representative Professor D. Cochrane,
co-opted member Professor L.A. Endersbee, professorial
representative Professor A.G.L. Show, and Emeritus
Professor D.H. Monro, who was elected by the Faculty of
Arts to take the place vacated by Mr R.D. Rivett.

western foyer of the University Offices) for the infomation of contributors.

FANFROLICO EXHIBITION FIRST
Volumes printed by the famous Australian private

press, Fanfrolico, form this year's first exhibition from
the Library's rare books collection.

The Chancellor, Sir Richard Eggleston, and Deputy
Chancellor, Mr I. Landands, commenced new terms of
ofrice to which they were elected last November.
Council also accepted the resignation of the Rev.
P.J. Houingworth, and expressed appreciation of the
services he had rendered.

The exhibition is located on the first floor of the Main
Library and will be open until March 31.

Authorised bv K.W. Bennetts, I nformation Officer.

