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PARKING  AND  TRAFFIC:
HOW  THE  SYSTEIVI  WORKS

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Victorian  F`oad  Traffic  Act  (1958)  to  Monash  in March last year,
members of the University have raised many questions about its operation.

This  special  issue  of  SOUND  is  designed  to  answer  those  questions  and  to  help  clear  up  any
confusion that may exist over the provisions of the Act in their application to the University's roads and
parking areas.

I.       PARKING

A.      Restricted  car  parks  (for  which  a  permit  to
enter is required) are marked by signs stating that the
area  is  for  "Current  Parking Permits Only" between
the hours of 8.30 a.in. and 5 pin., Monday to Friday.

Within  the  restricted  car parks there are a few
"Designated    Vehicles   Only"   and    "Incapacitated

Drivers Only" signs. These sman areas are for the use
of specially  nominated  vehicles  and  cannot  be  used
by ordinary permit holders.

8.       AIl   free   parking   areas   and   normal   visitors'
areas    are    marked    with    the    standard    (public)
"Parking"   sign   (green   lettering   on   a  large   white

background).  These areas should be used by all non-

`  perinit-holders.

C.       Visitors may use the short term visitors car park
near  the  Krongold  Centre,  between  the  Education
Building and Robert Blackwood Hall.

Casual  visitors  to  faculties may be issued with
temporary day pemits on application by the faculty.
However,  the  issue  of a  temporary  permit  dces not
guarantee a parking spot in a restricted park.

D.      Regillar  visitors  -  for example,  those  visiting
the  campus at least-o-n-ce  a W-e-elk -6Ve-r-the y-eat--in-dy-
obtain  a  visitor's  permit  on  application to the Park-
ing Officer.

E.      Infringements   of   the   Parking   Rules   -   for
example,  parking on a roadway, nature strip, or in a
loading zone, parking without authority in .a restrict-
ed area - carry a mandatory $9 penalty, as set down
in  the  Road  Trafric  Act.  If  a  penalty  is  not  paid
within   14  days,  a  summons  is  issued  (under  the
"owneronus"   provisions)  to  the  reSstered  owner

of the offending vehicle, givng a date when the case
will  be heard  at  the  Oa]deich Court. The defendant
may  appear in  court  to defend the case, or the case
may be heard in his absence.

NOTE:  It  is  in  the  interests  of  all concerned  that
chairmen    of   departments,    laboratory   managers,
organisers  of  conferences  and  seminars,  and  others

who  invite  the  public  on  to  campus,  should inform
their  visitors  that  if  they  park  "illegally"  they  run
the risk of being booked.

Small  maps of the University parking areas are
available  and  these  should  be  sent  out  with  invita-
tions where necessary. The Parking Officer (ext.3059)
win   give   advice   to   anyone   with   a  visitor  parking
problem.

Visitors  may  also  be  told  to  call  at  the  gate-
house for parking instructions.

2.       TRAFFIC
The  speed himit  on  all campus roadways is now

40km/h (25mph).`        'Ihis  limit   was   requested   by   the   University,

because  the  campus is a pedestrian environment and
it is essential for the  safety of the University popula-
tion that speed is kept to a mininum.

Breaches of the speed limit may prove costly -
in the form of on-the-spot fines.

Within  the car parks, motorists should drive at
a  speed  consistent  with  safety. bearing in mind that
parked cars obscure vision.

Cars  leaving  car  parks  must  at  all  times  ctve
way  to  vehicles  (and pedestrians) traveuing in either
direction on the University roads.

Most intersections  and  roundabouts have been
sign-posted wi-th--starid5Td~METCON sidrs accompan-
ied  by  the  appropriate  painted  lines  on  the  roads.
Motorists  are  reminded  to  observe  these  signs  at all
times.

3.       MOTORCYCLES, BICYCLES
Parking  areas  for  both  motor  cycles  and  bi-

cycles  are  provided  throughout  the  campus.  These
machines  must  NOT  be  taken  into  buildings  or left
in walkways and other public places.

The   increased   use   of   bicycles   -   desirable
development  though  it  is  -  has  introduced  a new
hazard in the University, and consideration may have
to be given to banning the riding of bikes on campus
footpaths.

4.       PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS, TRAFFIC
LIGHTS
It is.expecte.d that standard pedestrian crossings



will be  established  later this year on the southern and
eastern   sections   of   the   Ring   Road,   according   to
ROSTA specifications.

These  will  be  located  at  points  agreed  to  by
officers  of  the  Road  Safety  and  Traffic  Authority.

Meanwhile, it should  be borne in mind that the

present  "pedestrian  crossings"  are  no  longer  `legal'.
Pedestrians,  therefore,  should  not expect vehicles to
stop   for  them.  But  motorists,  on  the  other  hand,
are advised to act with care and consideration - when
approaching these areas.

Traffic lights will eventually be installed at the
main  Wellington   Road  entrance  to  the   University.
These   tights  will   give   fflter  trafflc  the  green  licht
both  inwards  and  outwards,  and  will  eliminate  the
present uncertainty  drivers experience when entering
or leaving the campus at peak periods.

5.       REZONING OF CAR PARKS
Because  of an increased  demand  for  permits to

park  in  "restricted"  areas,  it  has  been  necessary  to
alter the status of some car parks.

From  today (March  28), the  two parks known
as  the  Sports  car  park  and  W4  will  be  rezoned  to
"restricted"  parking.  The  ratio  between the number

of restricted  spaces and the number of pernrits issued
has been maintained at the  19761evel.

The  provision  of more  restricted  parking in the
south-west  corner of the campus compensates for the
loss   of  space   caused   by  construction  activity  and
will   help   to   accommodate   the  overflow  from  the
Humanities car park.

VANDALISM AND THEFT IN CAR PARKS

Recently   there   have   been  further  reports  of
vanddism   and   thefts   ffom   vehicles  parked  in  the
University   ,car   parks.   Drivers   should   ensure   that
vehicles  are  locked  and any  attractive  items,  such as
cameras,  radios  and  the  like  are  stored  out of sicht.

Persons  noting  any  suspicious  activity  within
the   car   parks   are   advised   to   contact   the   Central
Services  Office  (ext.  2080)  during normal  hours  or
the Gatehouse (ext. 2054) after hours.

Authorised by  K.W. Bennetts,  Information Officer.
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