
LAW  REFORM  COMMISSION  SEEKS  HELP
The Australian Law Reform Commission is looking for academies who would be prepared to spend part of their

study leave on research projects relevant to the work of the Commission.

The  Commission's  task  is  to  review,  modernise and
simplify Commonwealth laws in areas of inquiry assign-
ed to it by the Federal Attorney-General.

Projects  currently  before  the  Commission  involve  a
range .of disciplines.  They include:

I  Reform of child welfare laws and procedures.
* The law and practice of punishment and sentencing.

\  *  The  recognition  of  Aboriginal  customary  laws  in
\~      Australia's criminal justice system.

* The protection of privacy.
*  Reform  of  compulsory  land  acquisition  law  and

practice.
*  Insurance and debt recovery laws.
*   Class   actions   and   standing   to   sue   in   Federal

jurisdiction in Australia.
Other  important  references  to  the  Commission  are

currently under examination.
The chairman of the Commission, Mr Justice Kirby,

says  that  the  Commission  specifically  wishes  to  hear
from   suitably   qualified   academies   who   would   be
prepared to devote the whole or part of their study leave
to a research project relevant to the program.

Although   funds   are   generally   not   available   for
research projects, out-of-pocket expenses may be paid,
and consultants are invited to take an active part in the
deliberations of the Commission. The right of publica-

_ ion of research writing is guaranteed.
Applications  and  inquiries  should  be  addressed  to:

Mr    George    Brouwer,    Secretary    and    Director    of
Research,   Australian   Law   Reform   Commission,   99
Elizabeth St.,  Sydney.

RESEARCH FUNDING UNDER FIRE
Commonwealth research funding policies have come

under attack from two quarters in the past week.
On  May  9,  the  Council  of Australian  Postgraduate

Associations (CAPA) presented the Minister for Educa-
tion (Senator  Carrick)  with  a submission outlining the
`unjust   treatment'   of   researchers   under   the   Com-

monwealth Postgraduate Awards Scheme.
The submission pointed out that postgraduate resear-

chers  are  involved  in  research  that  the  government
regards  as  vital  for  the  country,   such  as:   reservoir
engineering to improve oil well recovery;  development
of   solar    and    other    alternative    energy    resources;
sociological  studies  for  the  planning  of communities;
pest control to improve agricultural production.

Despite the value of their work, CAPA says, resear-
chers are obliged to live close to, or below, the poverty
line.

The  submission  recommends  an  immediate  increase
in the postgraduate award scheme to bring it back to its
real  value  of  1977,  and  urges  establishment  of  an  in-
dependent   tribunal   to   determine   future   levels   of
remuneration.

On  Monday,  May  14,  the  Federation  of Australian
University Staff Associations (FAUSA) launched a `Na-
tional Lobby on Research Funding'.

In  a  press  release,  FAUSA  said  that  funding  had
fallen  to  a  critically  low  level  in  Australia.  Important
research and development work had either been cut or
left  unfinished  because  of  a  shortage  of  funds  -  the
result  of a four-year  $400 million  cost-cutting exercise
by the Federal Government.

FAUSA president, Peter Byers, said in a letter to all
Federal  parliamentarians:   "Increased  expenditure  on
research is a matter of national importance. A country
which   depends  on  imported  technology  relinquishes
control over its own destiny .  .  ."

The   FAUSA  release  backed  the  Williams   Report
recommendations   seeking   restoratio-n   of  the   former
level  of postgraduate  awards,  increased  allocations  to
funding bodies such as ARGC and NH & MRC. and an
increase of special research grants in universities  from
0.7 per cent of recurrent funds to 2.13 per cent in 1981.

ECONOMY GONE MAD?
Ever  wonder  what  happens  to  those  "enclosures"

that aren't?
Now the secret can be revealed.
In a recent memo to  a dean,  a senior administrator

wrote:
"Thank you for your note of 3 April about Mrs  ....

and  the  absence  of 'the  enclosure  referred  to  in  my
memorandum of 2 April.

"I   thought   it   was   well   understood   that,   as   an

economy   measure,   we   now   only   include   notional
enclosures.

"However, on this occasion I shall make an exception

and enclose a real copy."

V-C AWAY TWO DAYS
The Vice-Chancellor will be away from the University

attending a meeting of the AVCC Executive in Sydney
on  Tuesday and  Wednesday,  May  15  and  16.  During
that time Professor W.A.G.  Scott will be Acting Vice-
Chancellor.  On  Saturday,  May  19,  Professor  Martin
will leave on a three-week visit to Japan.



COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Three nominations have been received for the election

of one undergraduate or diploma student to the Univer-
sity Council.

They   are:   Julian   Grusovin,   Christopher   Kemsley
Gunner and Michael Norman Kroger.

A ballot will be held at  12 noon on Wednesday, June
20.  Voting papers will be posted to all eligible voters at
their term addresses by Wednesday,  June 6.

Only one nomination - that of Peter Golding - was
received for the postgraduate vacancy. Mr Golding has
therefore been declared elected, to serve from June 23,
1979,  to  June 22,1981.

UNIVERSITY CARS FOR SALE
Central Services offers the following vehicles for sale

by tender:
Holden Torana 6-cylinder automatic sedan, IVW027,

speedo reading 46,909 kin.
Holden    Torana    6-cylinder    automatic    sedan,

IVW029,speedo reading 44,893  kin.
Holden 6-cylinder Kingswood station sedan IVW030,

speedo reading  50,188  kin.
Inspection may be arranged by telephoning Mr Ron

Bates, Transport Officer, on ext. 2081. Tenders, mark-
ed  212/50,  should  be  lodged  in  the  University  tender
box,  ground  floor,  University  Offices,  by  12 noon  on
Friday,  May  18.

TECHNOLOGY INQUIRY: SUBMISSI0NS
DUE SOON

Submissions   to   the   Committee   of   Inquiry   into
Technological  Change  in  Australia,  chaired  by  Pro-
fessor Rupert Myers, are due on Thursday, May 31.

Copies  of  the  Committee's  terms  of  reference  and
guidelines for submissions are available at the Informa-
tion Office.

Submissions,  or  further  requests  for  information,
should  be  addressed  to:  The  Secretary,  CITCA,  P.O.
Box  1569, Canberra City, ACT, 2601.

RESEARCH IN ABORIGINAL RESERVES
Members    of   the    University    planning    visits    to

Aboriginal Reserves in Western Australia are reminded
that they must obtain permits before they can enter the
reserves.

In  a  recent  letter,  the  secretary  of  the  Aboriginal
Lands   Trust,   says   ``...   it   is   an   offence   under   the
Aboriginal  Affairs  Planning  Authority Act  1972-1973
for any person other than a person of Aboriginal des-
cent to enter or remain or be within the boundaries of an
Aboriginal Reserve for any purpose whatever, unless he
is a member of either House of a Federal or State Parlia-
ment, or an officer of a public authority in the course of
his duty,  or the holder of a permit to enter a Reserve
duly  authorised by the Hon.  Minister  for Community
Welfare."

Inquiries and applications for permits should be ad-
dressed to: The Secretary, Aboriginal Lands Trust, 256
Adelaide Terrace, Perth, 6000.

AIP POST FOR MONASH MAN
Associate   Professor   John   Agnew   (department   of

chemical engineering) has been appointed chairman of
the  Victorian  branch  of  the  Australian  Institute  of
Petroleum.

KIDNEY RESEARCH
The Australian Kidney Foundation invites a|)plications for grants-

in-aid and research  scholarships in sciences concerned with the func-
tion or disease of the kidney,  urinary tract and related organs.

Further   information   can   be   obtained   from   Mrs   L.J.   Shiells
(ext.3173).

BURSARIES
Royal Society Commonwealth Bursaries:

For  scientists  of  proven  ability  in   fields  of  natural  or  applied
science.   Tenable  in  any other  Commonwealth  country  for  six to  12
months. Applications close in mid-March and mid-September in Lon-
don.

Royal Geograpl]ical Society Bursaries:

For postdoctoral scientists in the field of geography. Tenable in any
other  Commonwealth  country  for  six  to  12  months.  Applications
close in mid-March and mid-September in London.

Further information about both schemes can be obtained from Mr
D.J.  Kelly,  Graduate Scholarships Officer.

University  of  New  York.  4  p.in.  academic  common.room,
mechanical engineering.  Inquiries:  Dr J.B.  Hinwood,  3517.

May  21-25:  Intensive  course  -  "Microprocessors  for  instrumenta-
tion" , conducted by department of electrical engineering and
Centre for Continuing Education. Further information: CCE,
ext.  3718.

May  23:  Transport  seminar  -  "Passing  lanes  on  two-lane  rural
highways"  by  C.J.  Hoban.  Pres.  jointly  by  Melbourne  and
Monash  civil  engineering  departments.  2.30 p.in.  engineering
lecture theatre 5. Further information: Dr K.W. Ogden (3473).

May  28-31:  Intensive  course  -  "Steel  portal  frames",  conducted
by department of civil engineering and Centre for Continuing
Education.  Further information:  CCE, ext.  3718.

May 30: Special Marine Science Seminar -` :Chemical oceanography
of   continental   shelf   margins",   by   Professor   Francis   A.
Richards,    department    of   oceanography,    University    of
Washington.   Sponsored   by   Victorian   Institute   of   Marine
Sciences.    4    p.in.,    The    Royal    Society,    9    Victoria    St..
Melbourne.  Further information.  VIMS, 651  1998.

POSITIONS VACANT
The following vacancies within the University have been advertised:

ENGINEERING
Electrical Engineering - Engineer

MEDICINE
Medicine  -  Junior  Stenographer/Typist;  Technical  Officer  `8';
Surgery   -   Technical   Officer   `A.:   Anatomy  -   Medical   Artist;
Psychology - Computer Technical Officer

SCIENCE
Physics - Junior Technical Assistant

UNION
Finance Officer; Activities Officer;  C.R.A.C.  Stenographer

LAW
Secretary

CENTRE FOR RESEARCH INTO ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
Secretary

CENTRAL SERVICES
Clerk 2

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Architectural Draftsmen

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  106, First Floor, University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about clerical positions  should be directed to
extension 2038, and about technical positions to 2055.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer


